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Authorôs Note 

More than a dozen years ago, I began work on a systematic ñbiographical dictionaryò that 

would contain sketches of the lives of people who contributed in large ways and small to the 

culture, economy, and quality of life of Northwest Ottawa County.  It is a continuing work in 

progress, an evolving organism.  The People Directory has grown to include biographical sketches 

of thousands of people who lived in this area between the eighteenth and the twenty-first centuries.  

While the People Directory is not a complete census of everyone who ever resided in Northwest 

Ottawa County, it is far more extensive than I ever thought possible.  To complement the 

biographies, I recorded where those people lived and worked in Directory of Buildings and Sites, 

followed by Directory of Businesses, Industries, and Other Organizations, which summarized the 

life spans of the hundreds of manufactories, retail stores, and non-profit groups in which area 

residents worked.  The fourth book, Directory of Historical Topics, presents a small encyclopedia 

of local history.  Each directory supplements the others, and together they provide a detailed history 

of Northwest Ottawa County.  Each revision since the first printing in 1999 included additions and 

corrections, many based on information received from dozens of families. 

The 2012 edition is funded by a generous grant from the William Middlemist Drake 

Heritage Fund, administered by the Tri-Cities Historical Museum, the second time it has supported 

a printing of the Directories.  I am also thankful to the Grand Haven Area Community Foundation 

for its financial support in making the initial printing in 1999 a reality.  These grants allowed the 

Directories to be distributed to schools in the Tri-Cities area for use by students studying local 

history.  Alice Seaver and Joan Humphreys Bergbower merit considerable credit for assistance in 

gathering many names for the first printing of the People Directory.  For the inaugural Business 

Directory, credit goes to Don Foster, who found a considerable amount of valuable information at 

the Tri-Cities Chamber of Commerce Loutit Library and the Tri-Cities Historical Museum deserve 

my gratitude for providing access to their extensive records and resources.  The library maintains an 

excellent free web site that offers easily-accessed genealogical and historical data, including virtual 

editions of the four Directories.  Similarly, I used Ottawa County GenWeb extensively, and thank 

Evelyn Sawyer and the other volunteers who laboriously entered an astounding amount of statistical 

and biographical information.  I convey deep appreciation to Chuck Rycenga II, who lent me his 

rare copy of the 1908 Grand Haven City Directory, the earliest edition I have seen.  A source that 

both records and stores history is the Grand Haven Tribune, available on microfilm at Loutit 

Library.  Special thanks to Jane Ewing, whose eye for layout and design gave the directories a fresh 

and appealing look. 

In this People Directory names are presented in alphabetical order.  References at the end of 

an entry cite the source for some of the information, and brackets after a name, date, or address 

show alternate spellings or data.  Tribune refers to the Grand Haven Tribune, or one of its 

predecessors, and Chronicle is a reference to the Muskegon Chronicle.  Entries that have no citation 

came from genealogical data found on the Internet or from isolated scraps of information.  The 

bibliography lists my major resources. 

Wallace K. Ewing 

 

 

  





 

 

 

 

A DIRECTORY OF PEOPLE  

 

Abel [Abba] Abbinga [Abenga]  [1879-1963] 

Before going into commercial fishing, Abel Abbinga 

worked for Kilbourn Company in Grand Haven.  After 

the timber business declined, Abel in the early 1900s 

became associated with commercial fisherman Peter 

Fase.  They owned and operated the tugs Alice, Dutch, 

Neptune, and Sport.  After Captain Fase died in 1926, 

Captain Abbinga ran his own fishing business.  His 

average daily catch of trout in the 1920s was 600 

pounds.  The son of Henry and Henrietta Abbinga of 

Grand Haven, Abel was born on February 18, 1879 and 

died in late December, 1963 and was buried at Lake 

Forest Cemetery.  He resided with his parents at 8 

Clinton Street most of his life. 

Henry Abbinga [Abenga] I  [1846-1918] 

Henry Abbinga, a native of The Netherlands, was born 

in February, 1846.  He married Henrietta Stap while still 

in their native country.  Prior to immigrating to the 

United States sometime after 1889, the Abbingas had 

several children, including Abel [Abba], who was born 

in February, 1879 and went into commercial fishing in 

Grand Haven; Dora, born in 1880; Ettie, born in June, 

1882; Teman [Timothy], who lived from March 1, 1885 

to 1931 and also worked as a fisherman with Peter Fase; 

Nellie, born in January, 1887; Elsie., born about 1888; 

and Henry, born in March, 1889.  Another child, Annie 

[Anna], was born locally in February, 1892.  Dora 

married Henry Fase of Grand Haven, and Elsie married 

John Hammond.  The Abbingas had another son, Henry 

II, whose wife, Nellie, lived from 1896 to 1917.  In 

Grand Haven the Abbingas lived at 8 Clinton Street.  

Henry, who worked as a freight handler, died about 

January 17, 1918. Henrietta, a native of The 

Netherlands, lived from October, 1850 [1849] to 1933 

and was buried at Lake Forest Cemetery with her 

husband and other family members. 

Charles J. Abbott  [1854-?] 

Born in London, Canada, in 1854, Charles Abbott came 

to Michigan when he was 13.  A lumberman by trade, he 

went to work for White, Friant, & Company Sawmill in 

1877 and became Foreman by 1882.  He married Lillie 

F. Crane of Greenville in Montcalm County on 

September 22, 1880.  Lillie was born in Michigan about 

1855. 

George A. Abbott  [@1851- ?] 

Prior to George Abbottôs marriage, he was in the 

banking business in Grand Haven, probably with Ferry 

& Son and its successor, First National, where he was 

Cashier in 1880.  On December 24, 1874, he married 

Ella Adele Conklin, born about 1856 in Auburn, New 

York, a daughter of Benson Conklin and sister of Mrs A. 

E. Bosusch of Detroit and Kate Conklin, a nurse at 

Harper Hospital, also in Detroit.  A daughter, Florence 

[Frolenie], was born in Grand Haven in 1876.  About 

1884 the family moved from Grand Haven to Muskegon.  

Ella died on January 28, 1906 at Harper Hospital.  

George was born in New York about 1851.  [Tribune 

obituary, January 30, 1906.] 

Nondus ñSammyò Abel  [1912-2003] 

See Earle E. Hill  [1899-1971]. 

Jacob Achterhof I  [1901-1983] 

Born March 25, 1901 in Holland, Michigan, Jacob was 

the son of Harry and Gezina ñSenaò Wiegerink 

Achterhof.  Jacob moved to Grand Haven in 1923 and 

was employed by the Story & Clark Piano Company.  

He also owned Achterhof Variety Stores in Ferrysburg 

and North Muskegon until 1970, when his son Dick took 

over the business.  He was a member of the Second 

Christian Reformed Church in Grand Haven. 

Jacob married Henrietta Bus on March 16, 1921 in 

Holland.  She was born on June 5, 1902 in The 

Netherlands and died in Grand Haven on October 30, 

1994.  Their children included Harold J., who was born 

on February 15, 1922 and died in Grand Haven on May 

11, 1997; Kathryn [Kitty], who was born on June 12, 

1924 and married Wesley Van Oordt of Spring Lake; 

Jesena [Gezina], who was born on May 21, 1926 and 

married Henry Prys of Grand Haven; Joan [Jean] 

Harriet, who was born on February 6, 1929 and died at 

the age of five; Kenneth P., born on October 16, 1932; 

Alvin, who was born on November 29, 1934 and moved 

to North Muskegon; and Jacob II  born on October 18, 

1937 and his twin, Harriet; who died at birth.  The 

Achterhofs resided in Spring Lake and later relocated to 

1028 Arlington in Grand Haven.  Jacob died of ñcachiaò 

[cachexia] on December 30, 1983 and was buried at 

Lake Forest Cemetery.  [Tribune obituary, December 30, 

1983 and family history dated November, 1982.] 

Elmer E. Ackley  [1862-1923] 

Born in Coopersville on June 1, 1862, Elmer was the son 

of Hezekiah and Eleanor Ackley.  His sister Elizabeth 

married Sherman Dickinson of Grand Haven.  Elmer 

was a barber in Grand Rapids at Madison Square for 

more than 25 years.  Sometime after 1910 he and his 
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wife, Bertha, moved to Grand Haven and resided at 129 

Elliott.  They had several children, including Leona 

Mae, born in May, 1889; Fern B., born in January, 1896; 

and Edith, who married Edwin W. Thompson of Grand 

Haven.  Elmer died at his home at 720 Fulton Street on 

February 18, 1923. Bertha A., a Michigan native, lived 

from June, 1868 [1869] to 1925 and was buried at Lake 

Forest Cemetery with her husband.  [Tribune obituary, 

February 19, 1923.] 

William Wellington Ackley  [1842ï1911] 

Born in Chagrin Falls, Cuyahoga County, Ohio on 

August 4, 1842 William Ackley served as Private in the 

Civil War with the 14
th
 Independent Battery Ohio Light 

Artillery from September 10, 1861 to August 9, 1865.  

He was the son of Uriah W. and Alice Sophia Ackley of 

Ohio.  William arrived in Grand Haven in 1876 and was 

hired in 1881 as saw filer at Boyden & Akeleyôs Mill.  

He died at his home in Geauga Lake, Ohio on January 

26, 1911 from ñpleuro pneumoniaò and was buried at 

Restland Cemetery in Bainbridge, Ohio He married 

Diana [Diane] Jones, who applied for a widowôs Civil 

War pension on February 24, 1911.  Born in Ohio in 

March, 1851, she died from ñBrightôs diseaseò [a kidney 

ailment] at the home of their daughter, Mrs D. McLean 

of Cleveland, Ohio, on October 17, 1921.  William and 

Diana were buried at Bainbridge, Ohio, where they had 

settled about 1896.  [Tribune obituary, January 30, 

1911.] 

Charles H. Adams  [1855-1942] 

Born in Waterbury, Connecticut in July, 1855, Charles 

Adams came to Grand Haven as a young man.  He was 

one of the founders of American Brass Novelty 

Company in 1896, which started in the Forrest Brothers 

Grist Mill building on Second Street.  His associates 

were Samuel Ardis, Rev. James A. Kennedy, James 

Hallas, and Andrew Thomson I.  Charles was employed 

by American Brass for about five years, and then 

returned to his former job as a salesman. 

About 1886 Charles married Anna ñAnnieò Thomson. 

Born in Scotland in December, 1863 [1861], Anna was 

the daughter of Andrew and Charlotte Thomson I, early 

Grand Haven residents, and the sister of Andrew II and 

Isabel Thomson of Grand Haven.  Anna was a teacher in 

the Grand Haven public schools.  The Adamsesô 

children were Isabel [Isabella], who was born in June, 

1888 and married John D. Bakker [Baker] of Grand 

Haven; Isabelôs twin, Charlotte, who married Lorimer 

Dunlevy of Milwaukee; Helen A., born in January, 

1894; Frances B., born in January, 1897; and Louise B., 

born in October 2, 1899.  Helen, Frances, and Louise all 

moved to Chicago.  Louise, who married a Mr Blair, 

died on August 1, 1928. The Adams family resided at 

533 Lafayette Street. Anna died in Chicago on January 

15, 1922.  Charles died April 11, 1942 at the home of a 

daughter, Mrs George Anderson, in Chicago.  Both he 

and his wife were buried at Lake Forest Cemetery with 

other family members.  [Tribune obituaries, January 15, 

1922 and April 11, 1942.] 

Eli Adams  [@1842-1862] 

Eli, the son of Ephraim and Caroline Allen Adams, was 

born in Ohio about 1842.  He enlisted as Private in 

Company A of the 8
th
 Ohio Infantry on June 20, 1861 

and died of disease in Washington, D.C. on December 

12, 1862.  He was buried at the Military Asylum 

Hospital in Washington.  On June 9, 1880 his mother 

applied for a survivorôs Civil War pension. 

Ephraim Adams II  [1809-1899] 

Ephraim, the son of Ephraim and Martha Mason Adams, 

was born in 1809 in New York State.  Ephraim II 

married Caroline [Carolyn] Allen, who was born in the 

same state and lived from July, 1819 to July 7, 1901.  In 

the 1870s the couple moved from Huron County, Ohio 

to Robinson Township.  Ephraim and Caroline had eight 

children: Eli A., born about 1842; Angeline, born about 

1844; Hiram W., born about 1848; John G., born about 

1850; Mary G., born about 1853; Ephraim III, born in 

1855; Martha E., born about 1857; and Ezra W., who 

was born in April, 1860 and died on August 6, 1891 in a 

sawmill accident.  All the children were born in Ohio.  

Ephraim II died on August 26 [22], 1899. 

Hiram M asonAdams  [@1848-1937] 

Hiram Adams was born in Ohio about 1848, the son of 

Ephraim and Caroline Allen Adams.  On February 17, 

1864 Hiram enlisted as Private in Company C of the 

Ohio 123
rd
 Infantry.  He was mustered out on June 12, 

1865.  Hiram came to Spring Lake from Clyde, Ohio in 

1867. In 1870 he began work for Cutler & Savidge, 

where in 1878 he became Foreman of the yard at Mill 

#9.  Hiram married Emma Caroline Gibbs, who was 

born in Ohio around 1850.  Among their children were 

Ella L., who was born about 1870, and married Gustav 

Diedrich in Robinson Township on December 26, 1891, 

and May S., born about 1874.  Also living with the 

family in Spring Lake was Emmaôs sister, Ellen Gibbs.  

Ellen, who was born in Ohio about 1856, became a 

music teacher.  By 1910 Hiram and Emma were residing 

in Home, Michigan.  At that time they had two more 

daughters:  Marguerite E., born in in Spring Lake on 

September 11, 1889, and Frances T., born about 1892.  

Marguerite married John W. Bidwell in Home on March 

6, 1915.  Frances married John L. Hodges in Muskegon 

on November 11, 1918.  Emma died on December 11, 

1932, and Hiram passed away January 12, 1937.  Both 

were buried at Evergreen Cemetery in Muskegon. 

Joseph Adams  [@1794- ?] 
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Joseph Adams, born in Maryland about 1794, was 

residing in 1860 in Spring Lake, where he worked as a 

barber.  The census enumerator classified Joseph and the 

other members of his family as Mulattoes.  Josephôs 

wife, Sophia, was born in Pennsylvania about 1824.  

Their children were Helen, born in Delhi, New York 

about 1848; Frank, born in New York about 1850; 

Isabella, born in New York about 1852; and Walter, 

born in Canada about 1858.  None of the family 

members appeared in subsequent censuses for Ottawa 

County. 

Corneil [Cornelius] N. Addison I  [1821-1893] 

The 1893 Compendium listed Cornelius Addison I as a 

ñshoemaker.ò  Corneil and his wife, Christina, moved 

from New York State to Fremont, Michigan and then to 

Grand Haven.  Corneil was born in The Netherlands on 

March 13, 1821 and died on May 5, 1893.   Christina, 

also a native of The Netherlands, lived from September 

12, 1831 [1832] to July 27, 1910.  She died in Grand 

Haven.  Corneil married Christina Johanna Fischer in 

The Netherlands on January 2, 1850.  Among their 

children were Sophia, who was born on September 15, 

1854 in The Netherlands and married Robert [Raymond] 

Misner in Fremont; Corneil II , who was born in New 

York on November 1, 1860; Elizabeth ñLissie,ò born in 

New York in June, 1863; Fredrick Joseph, who was born 

in Fremont, Michigan in April, 1866; and Christian, who 

was born in Fremont on May 20, 1870 and died about 

July 29, 1910.  The Addisons were buried at Lake Forest 

Cemetery. 

Corneil ñCorneliusò N. Addison II  [1860-1933] 

Born November 1, 1860 near Syracuse, New York, 

Cornelius was the son of Corneil and Christina Addison. 

The family moved to Fremont, Michigan, when 

Cornelius was a boy. When he was 20, Cornelius 

worked as a clerk in a Fremont store. He later was 

employed in the sawmills of Muskegon and then in a 

grocery store in the same city.  In 1887 he started a 

grocery store in Fruitport that burned down in 1889.  He 

then came to Grand Haven in 1890 and joined John M. 

Cook as owners and managers of a grocery store, located 

at 123 North Third.  Cornelius sold his half interest to 

his partner in 1892 and opened a dry goods store at the 

southeast corner of Washington and Second Streets 

[Akeley Building, 200 Washington], specializing in 

ñbazaar goods,ò toys, fancy goods, crockery, and dry 

goods.  The store was known as Addisonôs Bazaar. 

On June 14 [18], 1890 in Grand Haven, Cornelius 

married Alice Hoffman, who was born in The 

Netherlands in May, 1867 and died in Los Angeles on 

October 23, 1934. They had seven children, all born 

locally: Cornelius J., who was born on May 23, 1891; 

John H., who was born on October 11, 1893 and served 

in the Navy during WWI; Margaret, who was born about 

1897; Howard, who was born on July 11, 1899, worked 

as bookkeeper at the Addison store, and later moved to 

Boston; Christina [Cristene] E., who was born in 1902, 

became a teacher, and married Russell Ray, and Lewis 

E., who was born in 1908 and died in Mt. Vernon, Ohio 

on February 16, 1927.  A second daughter, Alice J., was 

born on September 12, 1905 and also became a teacher.  

She married Paul S. Matheson, who was born in Canada 

about 1905.  They moved to Los Angeles, where Alice 

later married Elmore Andre of Los Angeles, who lived 

from August 14, 1908 to September 6, 1984.  The 

Addison family lived at 413 Lafayette in Grand Haven 

and later built a Dutch Colonial home at 602 Pennoyer 

Avenue.  Before 1930 they moved to Los Angeles.  

Cornelius died on June 16, 1933 in Los Angeles and was 

buried at Lake Forest Cemetery with his wife, mother, 

father, and other family members.  [Tribune obituary, 

June 17, 1933.] 

Cornelius John Addison  [1891- ?] 

Born in Grand Haven on May 23, 1891, Cornelius 

Addison served as 1
st
 Lieutenant with the Medical Corps 

in England during WWI and later practiced medicine in 

Grand Haven.  On May 25, 1916 in Ann Arbor, he 

married Caroline Anna Coon, who was born in Grand 

Rapids on March 20, 1890.  He received his medical 

degree the same year from the University of Michigan.  

In 1918 Cornelius and Caroline were living in 

Marquette, where Addison was working as a physician.  

Two years later the family was residing in Clinton, 

Michigan, where Addison had opened a medical office.  

They had at least six children, all born in Michigan:  

Cornelius Philip, born about 1918; Martha Jane, born 

about 1920; David Russell, born about 1922; Joseph 

John, born about 1924; Mary Patricia,  born about 1926; 

and Margaret E., born on November 17, 1927 in Grand 

Haven.  The family resided in Corneliusôs childhood 

home at 413 Lafayette.  Cornelius served with the U.S. 

Army as a medical doctor woth the rank of Major.  He 

was stationed in Europe.  His wife and youngest child 

returned to Michigan from Italy in 1947.  Corneliusôs 

parents were Cornelius and Alice Hoffman Addison of 

Grand Haven.  Caroline died in Orange County, 

California on January 14, 1985. 

Frederick Joseph Addison I   [1866-1926] 

Fred Addison, who was born in Fremont, Michigan in 

April, 1866, married Klazina ñSenaò Ver Murlen.  The 

daughter of Cornelius and Catherine Ver Murlen, Sena 

was born in Grand Haven on November 30, 1869.  She 

and Fred were married in 1889 in Grand Haven.  As 

early as 1893 the Addisons resided in Muskegon, where 

Fred worked in a factory.  By 1908 he and Sena were 

living at 334 Columbus and Fred was in the printing 

trade.  They had two children: Christina Johanna, who 
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was born on July 10, 1891, died on August 31, 1931, and 

was buried at Lake Forest Cemetery; and Fred J. II, born 

in Muskegon on August 15, 1893.  Sena died November 

27, 1931 and was buried at Lake Forest Cemetery.  Fred, 

the son of Cornelius and Alice Hoffman Addison of 

Grand Haven, passed away in 1926. 

Frederick Joseph Addison II  [1893-1957] 

The son of Fred and Sena Ver Murlen Addison, Fred II 

was born in Muskegon on August 15, 1893 [1894].  On 

July 9, 1916 he married Nellie Ruster, who was born in 

Michigan on October 7, 1891.  They were married 

before 1917 and had a son, Robert, who was born on 

May 7, 1918 and passed away in Kalamazoo on March 

20, 1995.  Another son, David, was born on February 6, 

1926 and died in Kalamazoo on December 7, 2001.  By 

1917 Fred and his wife had moved to Grand Haven.  In 

Grand Haven, Fred was partner in a furniture business.  

The Addisons then resided at 230 Clinton.  By 1930 the 

family had moved to Milwaukee, Wisconsin, where Fred 

worked for a plumbing company.  Nellie passed away in 

St. Joseph, Michigan on March 1, 1982.  Fred died about 

August 17, 1957.  He and Nellie were buried at Lake 

Forest Cemetery.   

Allan C. Adsit [Allen Adzit]  [1837-1912] 

Born in Rutland, New York on February 20, 1837, Allan 

was the son of Stephen and Polly Smiley Allen.  Allan 

attended Fairfield Seminary and studied law at 

Watertown, New York.  In 1859 he was admitted to the 

New York bar.  After teaching for a short time, he began 

the practice of law in Adams, New York in 1859.  On 

September 9, 1861 in Albany, New York Allan enlisted 

as Private in Company B of the 44
th
 New York Infantry. 

Nineteen days later he transferred to Company G.  He 

was promoted to Sergeant on December 29, 1862 and to 

First Lieutenant on February 27, 1863.  Al lan was 

discharged on August 6 the same year. 

A year after the war ended, Allan came to Ottawa 

County as a grocer and dry goods merchant.  He was 

Supervisor of Spring Lake from 1867 to 1873, 

representative in the State Legislature between 1871 and 

1872, and Prosecuting Attorney for Ottawa County from 

1874 to 1877, when he moved to Grand Rapids and 

became Kent Circuit Court Judge from 1891 to 1900.  

When the Village of Spring Lake was incorporated in 

1869, he was elected Trustee and in April two years later 

he was elected the third President of the Village.  The 

next year, he became one of the first directors of the new 

Spring Lake Salt Company, along with Aloys Bilz, 

Hunter Savidge, and others. 

Allanôs first wife was Mary Hubble, whom he married in 

Spring Lake on October 19, 1871.  Mary was born about 

August 25, 1848, died on November 4, 1872, and was 

buried at Spring Lake Cemetery.  They had a daughter, 

May, who died on September 27, 1872, not quite two 

months old, and also was buried at Spring Lake 

Cemetery. Allan moved to Grand Rapids in 1877, where 

on February 24, 1886 he married Sarah Kirkpatrick 

[Kilpatrick] .  On May 22, 1899 he applied for an 

invalidôs Civil War pension.  He died of ñneuralgia of 

the heartò on January 3, 1912 and was buried at Valley 

City Cemetery in Kent County.  Sarah applied for a 

widowôs Civil War pension the following February 3.  

She lived from 1853 to 1920 and also was buried at 

Valley City.  [Tribune obituary, January 3, 1912.] 

Henry Ahrens  [1843-1935] 

German-born Henry Ahrens, who lived from February, 

1843 to 1935, married Augusta Matilda 

[Mary/Maria/Bruns] Krause.  Like her husband she was 

born in Hanover, Germany and lived from May, 1848 to 

1924.  Their children, all born in the Grand Haven area, 

were Charles, who died at birth on March 29, 1874; Ida, 

who lived from 1875 to 1902; Louisa Dorthea, who was 

born on March 5, 1876, married August Van Tol, and 

died September 17, 1958; Henry Theodore, who was 

born on April 1, 1878, worked at Story & Clark, and 

died in July, 1962; and John, born in April, 1881.  The 

Ahrensôs 120-acre farm was in Section 20 of Crockery 

Township.  Henry, Augusta, and Ida were buried at 

Nunica Cemetery. 

Edward Doud Aiken  [1886-1972] 

Born on the 123-acre family farm on Potawatomie 

Bayou on March 26, 1886, Edward was the son of 

George and Amelia Doud Aiken.  He was a bellboy in 

the Cutler House Hotel and sailed a few trips on the 

Naomi steamship between Grand Haven and Milwaukee.  

Edward was a steeplejack, painter, and window washer.  

He helped build the 151-foot chimney for Eagle Ottawa 

Leather Company in 1925.  He died at Glenwood 

Christian Nursing Home in Marne on March 30, 1972 

and was buried at Lake Forest Cemetery.  [Tribune 

obituary, March 30, 1972.] 

George W. Aiken  [1846-1916] 

Born in Rumney, New Hampshire in 1846, George 

Aiken sailed from 1866 to 1870 on the Southern Pacific 

Ocean on the whaling vessel, Sappho, commanded by 

Captain James Handy and owned by a Mr Seabury.  

From 1870 to 1874 he sailed on the Great Lakes between 

Buffalo and Chicago aboard the bark Chicago Board of 

Trade, in charge of Captain Fountain and owned by 

Charles Bradley.  He came to the Grand Haven area in 

1870, and by 1874 he owned a 123-acre homestead on 

the banks of the Grand River a little southeast of Grand 

Haven [Section 35, then numbered as part of Spring 

Lake Township].  Twenty-five acres of the land were 

devoted to gardening and raising fruit.  George was a 

member of the Unitarian Church and the Masons and he 
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was a Republican in politics.  In the late 1880s he 

purchased land from the estate of Townsend Gidley, 

including the Trotting Park [Trotting Oval] in Section 

35. 

In 1872 George married Amelia [Emilie] Doud of Port 

Byron, New York.  She was born in February, 1845, 

died on November 25, 1921, and was buried at Lake 

Forest Cemetery.  They had two children: Jessie, who 

was born in 1874 and married a Mr Paul of Grand 

Rapids, and Edward [Edmund] Doud Aiken, who was 

born on March 26, 1886 and helped on the 123-acre 

family farm until 1921.  They named their farm 

Everlow.  One of its features was a large Driving Park.  

George died in December, 1916 and was buried at Lake 

Forest.  Amelia managed the farm after her husbandôs 

death.  [Portrait and Biographical Record of Muskegon 

and Ottawa County Michigan, pp. 281-282; Tribune 

obituary, November 25, 1921; and Lake Forest 

Cemetery Records.] 

Dewitt Ainsworth  [1842-1911] 

Born July 17, 1842 in New York State Dewitt was the 

son of Dr. Henry Ainsworth.  Dewitt had a brother, 

Walter, who lived from 1850 to 1931, and two sisters, 

Delia, who married Charles C. Reed of Stillwater, 

Minnesota and Mary Campbell of Bellingham, 

Washington.  On August 17, 1864 Dewitt enlisted as 

Private in Company L of the 1
st
 Wisconsin Heavy 

Artillery and was mustered out on June 26, 1865.  He 

came to Grand Haven from Rome, Wisconsin in 1871 

and was an employee of Wait Manufacturing Company.  

Ainsworth moved to Spring Lake and joined the Cutler 

& Savidge Sawmill in 1877 to become Foreman of the 

planing mill. 

On October 31, 1869 Dewitt married Frances A. Force, 

who was born in Rome, Wisconsin on May 8, 1842, and 

on October 5, 1927, and was buried at Lake Forest 

Cemetery.  They resided on Park Street in Spring Lake.  

Dewitt died on May 4, 1911 at his home and also was 

buried at Lake Forest.  Frances applied for a widowôs 

Civil War pension on May 27, 1911.  [Tribune 

obituaries, May 4, 1911 and October 5, 1927.] 

Healy Cady Akeley  [1836-1912] 

Healy was born in Stowe, Vermont on March 16, 1836, 

the son of George and Eluta [Electa] Coffin Akeley.  His 

father was a lineal descendant of Hannah Dustin, made 

famous by her escape from captivity by the Indians in 

1698.  Healy was instructed in the ancient languages and 

mathematics at the Academy at Barre, Vermont and 

studied law with the firm of Dillingham & Durant in 

Waterbury, Connecticut.  He continued his studies at a 

Poughkeepsie, New York law school.  After practicing 

law in Greensborough, Vermont, in 1858 Healy moved 

to Grand Haven where he helped develop the lumber and 

shipping industries.  He was one of the major 

stockholders of the Grand Haven Lumber Company, and 

he served as Justice of the Peace and Circuit Court 

Commissioner for two years.  In 1862 he founded the 

newspaper Grand Haven Union, a voice of the 

Republican Party, which was edited by Lemoyne M. S. 

Smith from 1862 until 1872.  Healy enlisted in the 2
nd

 

Michigan Cavalry on October 23, 1863.  He served 

primarily in Mississippi, and was promoted to First 

Lieutenant and Adjutant on November 30, 1864 and to 

Captain the following July 31.  He was discharged on 

August 17, 1865. 

After the war, Healy bought for $13,000 a considerable 

amount of land outside the original Grand Haven village 

limits for building sites.  From 1866 to 1880 he was 

Customs Collector for the United States Government.  In 

1872 he shared a law office with a Mr Stewart.  The next 

year Healy was named a director of the First National 

Bank of Grand Haven. 

In 1871 Healy erected a large two-story frame building 

at 200-202 Washington, which became known as the 

Akeley Block.  The new structure housed several retail 

establishments over the years, including Slaytonôs Dry 

Goods, Watsonôs Dry Goods, Addisonôs, Addison-Baltz, 

and Steketeeôs, and now is home to the Tri-Cities 

Historical Museum.  In 1872 Healy entered into 

partnership with Charles Boyden and formed the Boyden 

and Akeley Shingle Mill, for a time the worldôs largest.  

He and Captain Thomas Kirby owned the Kirby & 

Akeley Shipbuilding Company.  Their steam barges, 

including the H. C. Akeley built in 1881, transported 

goods to every corner of the Great Lakes.  He was also a 

silent partner in the firm of Harris Brothers, merchants in 

Grand Haven.  Healy was a civic leader, and from 1882 

to 1884 served as Mayor of Grand Haven. In 1882 he 

contributed $20,000 to provide the Unitarian Church 

with its first permanent building on Washington, 

between Third and Fourth Streets.  When the lumber 

trade along the Grand River began to decline in the late 

1880s, Healy and his family left Grand Haven for 

Minneapolis, where he started the Akeley Lumber 

Company in partnership with Charles H. Hackley and 

Thomas Hume of Muskegon. 

In 1871, Dr. Munroe graded the ridge on Washington 

and Fifth, put a wall around it, constructed a barn, and 

then sold the property to the Akeleys, who built a 

ñbeautiful residence.ò  In 1887, after the Akeleys had 

moved to Minneapolis, the philanthropist gave $5,000 in 

cash and their mansion and land on Washington Street, 

then valued at $47,000, to be used as the main building 

of the Akeley School for Girls.  The home was named 

Blanche Hall, in memory of Akeleyôs daughter.  On 

September 12, 1888, Akeley Institute opened with 11 

boarding pupils.  Rev. James W. and Mrs Wilkinson 
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[Abbie] were in charge.  The school flourished for years, 

and then closed in 1926.  In politics Healey was a Mason 

and in politics he was a Republican. 

In June, 1859, Healy married Anna Murray, who died in 

1868.  On August 10, 1869, he married Henrietta 

ñHettieò [Hattie] E. Smith, who was born about 1835 in 

Ohio.  They had two daughters, Alice Blanche, who 

lived from April 26, 1873 to May 7, 1884 and was 

buried at Lake Forest Cemetery, and Florence, who was 

born on November 3, 1878, married James Park Quirk, 

and died in Los Angeles on September 10, 1956.  On 

August 11, 1905 Healy applied for an invalidôs Civil 

War pension.  In Long Beach, California, on October 18, 

1911, Healey married Clara Rood, who was born in 

Minnesota on January 1, 1872.  Clara resided in 

Alhambra, California after her husbandôs death in 1912 

in Minneapolis.  His name was inscribed on a monument 

in Lake Forest Cemetery.  Hettie, who was born in 1835, 

died about May 5, 1907 and was buried at Lake Forest 

Cemetery. Clara died in Los Angeles on November 1, 

1947.  [Guide to the Hume-Hackley Papers; Tribune 

obituary, December 4, 1899; and an article in the 

Tribune, February 12, 1899, ñEarly Reminiscences.ò] 

Thomas I. Akeley  [1834-1899] 

In 1880 Thomas Akeley owned a ñCommission Storeò in 

Grand Haven.  On September 23, 1873, in Olive, 

Michigan, he married Martha Welton Keller.  The 

Akeleys resided in the 100 block of Washington with 

their son, Charles S.  Thomas was born in Vermont in 

June, 1834, and Martha was a native of Ohio, where she 

was born in March, 1850.  Their son Charles, a Grand 

Haven native, was born in March, 1876.  Thomas died 

on November 30, 1899 and was buried at Valley City 

Cemetery in Kent County.  In 1900 Charles and his 

widowed mother were residents of Grand Rapids.  

Charles was a teamster. 

Clark Barton Albee  [1811-1874] 

Born in Highgate, Vermont on July 10, 1811, Clark was 

the son of Elkanah A. and Susan Potter Albee.  In 1835 

Clark took a position with David Carver of Chicago.  He 

came to Grand Haven from Chicago in 1836 as an agent 

in Carverôs forwarding and commission business.  After 

Carver left the area in 1838, Clark opened a general 

store at One North Harbor [Lot 10].  He lost a winterôs 

stock of stores for his general store because the schooner 

Pocahontas lost its propeller when it struck a sand bar at 

the mouth of the Grand River.  Later he ran a boot and 

shoe store at approximately 122 Franklin [Lot 139], 

midway between First and Second Streets on the south 

side of Franklin.  He also owned a warehouse built by 

John F. Stearns on the northwest corner of Washington 

and Water [Harbor].  The structure later was called ñthe 

Stegemanò after its new owner, Albert Stegeman, who 

bought Albeeôs commission business in August, 1863.  

Albeeôs slogan was ñsell for small profits and get quick 

returns.ò  Clark was elected County Commissioner in 

1842.  He donated land on the west side of Third Street 

between Fulton and Elliott [Lot 254] for construction of 

the original First Reformed Church from waste lumber.  

Clark took an active interest in civic affairs from the 

start, being elected Register of Deeds in 1838. He was 

originally a Whig, then a Republican.  In 1846 he was 

awarded construction of the county jail, to be erected at 

the southeast corner of Washington and Fourth Streets at 

a cost of $100.  In 1850 he was commissioner to the 

Grand Haven and Black River Plank Road Company 

which laid out a plank road between Grand Haven in 

Holland.  About two years later Clark bought the 

Washington House [12 Washington] from Henry 

Middlemist.  In 1854 he took over Sheldonôs tannery and 

started his own tannery on the corner of Harbor and 

Washington Streets.  His ship, the schooner Vermont, 

was destroyed in a wreck off little Pigeon Creek on 

December 9, 1855, while returning from Chicago with a 

load of oats, wheat, and lumber camp supplies.  The 

schooner also was used to transport hides for the 

tannery.  Captain Albee was in command of the vessel at 

the time it went down.  All 18 crew members were 

rescued through the efforts of Richard Connell.  

[Shipping in the Port of Grand Haven, 1820-1840, pages 

9-10.]  Clark needed the straw for 150 vats he was 

installing at the tannery.  The tannery burned down in 

1865 at a loss of $20,000. It was rebuilt in a different 

location three years later. 

During the Civil War Clark was Draft Commissioner, 

allowing him to help heads-of-family secure substitutes 

when they were drafted into the military.  In 1863 he 

became moderator of the new Grand Haven Union High 

School and in 1867 he was school commissioner for the 

Second Ward.  He owned the scow Crook and later, with 

Captain Noyes, built the schooner Vermont.   

In 1840 Clark married Caroline, daughter of Nehemiah 

and Lucretia Hathaway.  They had two sons, both born 

in Grand Haven:  Harry C., born on July 9, 1841, and 

James Elkanah, born February 28, 1848.  The Albees 

also had a daughter, Caroline Amanda, who was born in 

Grand Haven on April 7, 1846 and married James Oscar 

McClellan on October 31, 1868 in Grand Haven.  

Daughter Caroline died in Washington, D.C. after 1904.  

Evidently Albeeôs wife Caroline died, and he next 

married Samantha Taylor.  Their daughter, Mary 

Samantha [Minnie], born in Grand Haven in 1853, 

married James P. Brayton in 1871 and died in Florida in 

1880.  After the death of his second wife, Albee married 

Tryphena Ransom Farnham in Grand Rapids in 1858.  

She was born on June 1, 1828 and died at the home of 

her daughter, Louisa [Louise] Amelia, at 5629 Dearborn 

in Chicago on April 14, 1900.  Louisa was the wife of 
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Andrew Lytle Cummings, whom she married in Chicago 

on June 15, 1882.  The Albees were members of the 

First Presbyterian Church of Grand Haven, where Clark 

was one of the first Trustees.  Clark died on January 

30th, 1874 and was buried at Lake Forest Cemetery.  

Albee Street in Grand Haven memorialized his name.  

[Tribune obituaries, September 1, 1897 and April 16, 

1900; article in the Tribune, ñThe Family Album.ò] 

Harry Clark Albee   [1841-1921] 

Harry, the son of Clark B. and Caroline Hathaway 

Albee, was born in Grand Haven on July 9, 1841.  On 

July 26, 1862, a year after the start of the Civil War, 

Captain Harry Albee recruited men in Grand Haven for 

Company G of the 21
st
 Michigan Infantry.  Called the 

ñOttawa Wild Cats,ò Albeeôs Regiment was united with 

a company of sharpshooters.  Captain Albee was 

wounded at the Battle of Stone River, near Murfeesboro, 

Tennessee, on December 31, 1862, and was discharged 

for disability on December 20, 1863.  He returned to 

Grand Haven three weeks later, one week after the Wild 

Cats left for duty.  He applied for an invalidôs pension on 

September 16, 1876.  By 1910 Harry had moved to 

Portland, Oregon.  There his wife, Nellie A. Russell, 

applied for a widowôs Civil War pension on March 10, 

1921, not long after Harryôs death.  He was buried at 

Riverview Cemetery in Portland.  Nellie was born in 

Connecticut about 1848.  They had at least one child, 

Harry Russell, who was born in Illinois about 1868. 

James Elkanah Albee  [1848-1897] 

Born in Grand Haven on February 28, 1848, the son of 

Clark and Caroline Hathaway Albee, James was 

Alderman on the City Council for several terms 

representing the Fourth Ward [Beech Tree District].  He 

was a member of Grand Haven Lodge No. 139.  James 

moved to Detroit, where he took a job as railway mail 

clerk.  He graduated from the University of Michigan 

College of Medicine, and had a medical practice in 

Detroit for about six years.  On August 4, 1867 James 

married Lucy Duncan of Grand Haven.  She was born 

about 1850 and was the sister of Benjamin D. Saffordôs 

second wife.  By 1880 James was a postal clerk in 

Detroit, where he and Lucy lived with his uncle, Charles 

W. Hathaway.  The Albees resided at 488 Third Avenue 

in Detroit.  James died on August 31, 1897 after 

collapsing on the street in Saginaw.  He was buried at 

Lake Forest Cemetery.  [Tribune obituary, September 1, 

1897.] 

Frederick Albers  [1856-1948] 

Frederick was born in Grand Haven on April 21, 1856, 

the son of Johannes and Lydia Maria Michmirhuizen 

Albers.  For 60 years he worked as a painter and 

decorator with his two brothers, Johannes II and Henry.  

Frederick was a member of the First Reformed Church 

for 68 years and teacher of the Star Adult Bible class for 

38 years. 

On October 26, 1886 in Grand Haven, Frederick married 

Adrianna ñAnnaò Van Tol.  Born in Michigan in 

January, 1863 [1860], Anna was the daughter of 

Adriannus and Johanna Bentley Van Tol.  In the 1900 

census and 1908 City Directory, Anna was listed as 

ñJennie.ò  Frederick and Anna had five children, all born 

in Grand Haven: John Maurice, who was born on August 

4, 1887, moved to Madison, Wisconsin, became a 

member of the State Planning Board of Wisconsin, and 

died in Madison on June 7, 1960; Frances J., who was 

born in June, 1889 and died in 1911; Marie A., who was 

born on July 21, 1891 and married William Fritz of 

Grand Haven; Bentley Adrian, who was born on June 

22, 1895 and served with the 120th Artillery in France 

during WWI; and Julia, born in 1902.  Bentley, who 

married Elizabeth Nemire, died in 1967. Elizabeth lived 

from March 2, 1900 to June 8, 1988. 

Frederick built a house at 115 South Third Street in 

Grand Haven, across from his fatherôs home, which later 

became the home of his daughter.  He died on October 8, 

1948 at his home at 115 South Third Street, then also 

occupied by his daughter Julia and her husband, John 

Joldersman, and was buried at Lake Forest Cemetery.  

[Tribune obituaries, April 25, 1936, October 9, 1948, 

and June 9, 1988.] 

Henry Albers  [1865-1932] 

Henry, the son of Johannes and Lydia Maria 

Michmirhuizen Albers, was born in Grand Haven on 

November 3, 1865.  After the death of his father, and in 

partnership with his brothers, Fred and Johannes II, 

Henry continued in the family painting business until he 

went out on his own about 1927.  Many of the largest 

public and commercial buildings and some of the finest 

homes in the city were decorated by the Albers brothers.  

Among them were the 1894 Court House, several public 

school buildings, the First Reformed Church, the Bell 

Telephone building on Washington, the Hunter Robbins 

home on Spring Lake, and the Nathaniel Robbins home 

on Fifth Street in Grand Haven.  Henry was a member of 

the First Reformed Church and Grand Haven Bible 

class. 

On October 25, 1892 in Grand Rapids, Henry married 

Dora Maria [Marie] Vis, who was born on November 

17, 1866.  She was the daughter of Cornelius and Eliza 

Vander Velde Vis of Grand Rapids.  The Albersesô 

children included Harold J., who was born in August, 

1895, served as 2
nd

 Lieutenant in Company L of the 

126
th
 Infantry in France during WWI and moved to 

Cleveland after the war; Adelaide Dorothy, who was 

born January 28, 1896 and married Abram James Fisher; 

Londrie E., who was born about November, 1898; James 
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M., who was born about 1905 and moved to Detroit; 

Dora M., who was born about 1914; and Mrs E. M. 

Alexander.  Henry lived at 114 South Third Street for 

the last 35 years of his life.  He died in Grand Haven in 

January, 1932 and was buried at Lake Forest Cemetery. 

Dora died on December 15 four years later and was 

buried next to him.  [Tribune Obituary, January 31, 

1932.] 

Johannes Marinus Albers I  [1821-1902] 

Born in The Netherlands on May 7, 1821, Johannes 

Albers came to Grand Haven in December, 1855 and 

became one of Grand Havenôs earliest house painters.  

Albers operated a paint store next to the family home on 

Third Street in the early years, and later moved into a 

large garage in the back of the property.  Three sons 

joined him in the business, and they were noted for 

quality decorating work.  Johannes was a member of the 

First Reformed Church. 

On May 1, 1850 Johannes married Lydia Maria [Maria 

Alyda] Michmerhuizen, who was born in The 

Netherlands on September 25, 1823 and died in Grand 

Haven in 1908.  They had six children: Johannes 

Marinus II, who was born in The Netherlands in 1851; 

Frederick, who was born in 1856; Sena, who was born 

on September 4, 1860 and died on October 28, 1910; 

Mary, who was born in 1863; and Henry, who was born 

in 1866.  All the children except Johannes II were born 

in Michigan.  The Albersôs first home was on the north 

side of Clinton, two houses west of Third Street, and in 

1880 they built a larger home at 114 South Third.  Lydia 

Maria Albers died on March 6, 1901 and her husband 

died at his home on Third Street on April 18, 1902.  

Both were buried at Lake Forest Cemetery.  [Tribune 

obituaries, March 7, 1901, April 18, 1902, and October 

29, 1910.] 

Johannes Marinus [Morris] Albers II  [1851-1929] 

Born in The Netherlands in July, 1851 [1850], Johannes 

was the son of Johannes and Lydia Maria 

Michmirhuizen Albers.  The younger Johannes came to 

Grand Haven in 1854 with his family, and in 1867 he 

went into the house painting business with his father.  

The 1908 City Directory listed brothers Fred, Henry, and 

Johannes Albers as ñpainters and paper hangers.ò  Their 

office and residences were on South Third.  Johannes 

built a fine home at 202 South Seventh.  He died about 

July 1, 1929 and was buried at Lake Forest Cemetery.  

He married Mary Kampt, who was born in The 

Netherlands and lived from August, 1850 to 1933 and 

was buried with her husband.  In 1880 Maryôs brother, 

Harm, resided with her and her husband in Grand 

Haven.  Harm, who worked in the shingle mill, was born 

in The Netherlands about 1853. 

Maybelle Alderman  [1913-1990] 

Maybelle Alderman was President-Secretary of the 

Dama Tool & Gauge Company when it moved from 

Warren, Michigan to Grand Haven in 1964.  It was 

located at that time at 1634 Marion.  Maybelle was born 

on September 17, 1913 and died in Grand Haven on 

January 23, 1990.  Her husband, Dale, died about 

September 1, 1965.  Both were buried at Lake Foresst 

Cemetery.  

Agnes Bodine Lowe Allen  [1788-1868] 

Born March 30, 1788, Agnes was the daughter of 

Cornelius and Catherine McKinney Lowe.  Her sister, 

Catherine, married Benjamin Hopkins, and Agnes 

resided with the couple in Eastmanville for several years 

prior to her death.  Agnes owned 100 acres close to the 

site of the County Poor Farm [Infirmary], which was 

built later on the Grand River.  She was credited with 

being the first person named in the tax roll of 1846 for 

Eastmanville.  On September 7, 1808 at Smithville, 

Canada, Agnes married Captain Hannibal Montresor 

Allen of the U.S. Army.  Hannibal, born in Burlington, 

Vermont on November 24, 1787, was the eldest son of 

Revolutionary War hero Colonel Ethan Allen.  It was 

Ethan Allen who demanded surrender of Fort 

Ticonderoga ñin the name of the great Jehovah and the 

Continental Congress.ò  Hannibal Allen died at Fort 

Nelson, Virginia, in 1819.  Agnes Allen died on 

November 8, 1868 and was buried at Eastmanville 

Cemetery. [Tribune obituary, August 9, 1899.] 

Charles Allen [1830-1893] 

Charles Allen married Catherine Donahue.  They were 

early residents of Spring Lake, where they settled in 

1850.  Their home at 110 West Savidge later became the 

site of Braakôs Bakery. In 1853 they built a house at 341 

South Lake and raised fruit on the adjoining land.  At the 

same time Allen built the house across the street at 344 

South Lake.  The Allens were members of the Roman 

Catholic Church and held services at their home until a 

place of worship was erected in 1866.  Charles was a 

partner in the bond business with Hunter Savidge, and he 

was Spring Lake Township Treasurer at one time.  He 

was born in Wexford, Ireland in 1830 and died on 

February 28, 1893.  Catherine died on March 12, 1868 at 

the age of 40.  The couple was buried at Spring Lake 

Cemetery. 

Charles Mathew Allen I  [1859-1940] 

Charles Allen was born in Spring Lake on March 29, 

1859.  On July 2, 1894 in Grand Haven, he married 

Mary A. Diendorf, who came from Trier, Germany, 

where she was born on December 21, 1873.  Among 

their children, all born in Michigan, were Mary, born in 

July, 1895; John C., born in April, 1896; Catherine P., 

born in September, 1898; Margaret, born in February, 

1900; Charles II, born on January 19, 1903; Martin J., 
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born about 1909; Martha A. and Dennis P., both born 

about 1913; Geraldine, who was born on May 3, 1915 

and passed away on October 2, 2000; and James 

Pershing, who lived from September 13, 1918 to May 5, 

1997 and practiced medicine.  Charles owned a fruit 

farm in Section 23 of Spring Lake Township.  Originally 

20 acres in size, the farm by 1912 was reduced to five 

acres.  Charles died on September 6, 1940 and was 

buried at Spring Lake Cemetery.  Mary passed away on 

October 7, 1958 and was buried with her husband. 

Charles Mathew Allen II  [1903-1995] 

Charles was born on January 19, 1903 in Spring Lake 

Township to Charles and Mary Diendorf Allen. all of 

whom preceded Charles II in death.  Charles retired on 

May 31, 1967 after 31 years with the Grand Haven 

Board of Light & Power.  He was a member of St. 

Patrickôs Catholic Church.  Allen married Ruth Edna 

Bosse, who died in May, 1948 and on October 6, 1949 

he married Mina Hudson, who was born on May 4, 

1907.  Charles died June 15, 1995 in Grand Haven and 

was buried at Spring Lake Cemetery. Mina died on 

October 13, 1998 and was buried with her husband.  

[Tribune obituaries, June 8, 1967 and June 16, 1995.] 

John Allen  [1796-1851] 

John Allen spent all or most of his adult life in Ann 

Arbor, Michigan, a village he co-founded in 1834 with 

Elisha Rumsey.  John was the villageôs first president, 

sheriff, coroner, postmaster from 1824, the date of the 

townôs founding, to 1830, and he was State Senator from 

1845 to 1848.  One theory is that Ann Arbor was named 

for Johnôs wife, Ann Isabella Barry McCue, whom he 

married on June 7, 1821.  She formerly had been married 

to William McCue, who died in 1817.  John purchased 

thousands of acres in West Michigan, including some in 

Ottawa County.  He partnered with Henry Morgan, 

another speculator who invested his money in land in 

and around Grand Haven.  John appeared in the 1827, 

1830, 1834, and 1835 censuses for Ann Arbor.  He was 

born in Virginia about July, 1796.  Ann was born 

January 22, 1797 in Staunton, Virginia and died in 

Augusta, Virginia on January 27, 1875.  John died on 

March 11, 1851. 

Benjamin Allison I  [@1831-1895] 

A native of England, Benjamin Allison became a saloon 

keeper in Spring Lake, including one located at 226 

West Savidge.  Charles Begin purchased the saloon.  

Benjamin was born about 1831, and married Margaret 

Lewis, who was born in Ohio around 1832.  Benjamin 

died on December 25, 1895 and was buried at Spring 

Lake Cemetery with his wife [no dates].  Their son, 

Frank, lived from June 1, 1869 to April 10, 1951 and 

was buried at Spring Lake Cemetery. Another son, 

Benjamin II, was born  in June, 1868.  The Allisons had 

a daughter, Ida, who was born in Grand Rapids about 

1852 and on March 25, 1872 married Robert Clydesdale 

of Spring Lake. 

David G. Alston  [1826-1919] 

Born in Glasgow, Scotland in October, 1826 [1823], 

David Alston came to the United States in 1841 and to 

Spring Lake 28 years later.  On December 20, 1853 he 

married Margaret [Marguerite], who was born March 16, 

1831, the daughter of Daniel and Margaret Campbell of 

Scotland.  The Alstons had five children: James, who 

was born in Illinois on September 18, 1854 and died in 

1902; Daniel, who also was a native of Illinois and lived 

from November 1, 1855 to June 6, 1902; Margaret 

[Marguerite], born in Wisconsin in May 20, 1859; 

Christina, who lived from June 10, 1869 to December 3, 

1893; and a daughter who died in 1863.  The family had 

a 40-acre fruit farm on Spring Lake in Section 10, 

extending to both sides of West Spring Lake Road 

[approximately 17700 West Spring Lake Road].  

Margaret passed away on May 17, 1904 and David died 

in 1919.  The family was buried at Spring Lake 

Cemetery.  [Tribune obituary, May 22, 1904.] 

William Alt  [1914 -2003] 

William Alt founded CoroTech, Inc. in Grand Haven in 

1974, after retiring from the Brunswick Corporation.  He 

was born in Chicago on January 16, 1914 to Hugo and 

Anna Alt.  In 1936 William graduated from Illinois 

Institute of Technology with a degree in mechanical 

engineering.  He married Edith Mae Howell on June 10, 

1939 in Chicago.  Edith lived from January 26, 1912 to 

March 2, 1999.  While serving as Lieutenant 

Commander in the U.S. Navy during WWII, William 

taught aeronautical engineering at the Massachusetts 

Institute of Technology, and later he was stationed at 

Seattle, Washington. 

As an employee of Brunswick, William and his wife 

moved to Spring Lake in 1951.  Seven years later the 

Alts and their two daughters, Sandra [Mercurio] and 

Susan [Jonas], moved to New Jersey, where they stayed 

for two years before William was transferred back to 

West Michigan.  Their home was at 17863 Oakwood in 

Spring Lake, on land the Wiliam had bought in 1935 

from Edwin and Nora Booth, who just that year had 

purchased the property, known as Arbutus Banks..  

William retired from CoroTech in 1993.  He was a 

member of the American Legion, trustee of the Spring 

Lake Schools Foundation, President of the Spring Lake 

Rotary Club, and President of Spring Lake Country 

Club.  He received the Paul Harris Award from Rotary.  

He also helped start the STRIVE mentoring program at 

Spring Lake High School and coached Odyssey of the 

Mind teams.  He was a member and elder for the First 

Presbyterian Church in Grand Haven.  In 2001 he was 
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recognized as an outstanding senior volunteer at the 

ñNight of 100 Stars.ò  William died on November 8, 

2003.  [Tribune obituary, November 10, 2003.] 

Jacob Ammeraal  [1871-1952] 

On June 1, 1905, in Grand Haven, Jacob Ammeraal 

married Isabella Sarah Hale Deremo, who was divorced 

from John Quincy Deremo on August 11, 1904.  The 

Ammeraals owned a 70-acre fruit farm in Section 35 of 

northern Grand Haven Township.  A residential street in 

that Section, running parallel to the Grand River, was 

given the family name.  Prior to moving to the township, 

Jacob owned a grocery store on Jackson Street for six 

years. Isabella, who was born in Kenosha, Wisconsin, 

lived from July 6, 1858 to October 18, 1931.  After her 

death, Jacob remarried.  His second wife, Anna, died on 

November 7, 1945.  Jacob was born in The Netherlands 

on October 6, 1871, and died in Grand Haven Township 

on November 2, 1952.  He and Isabella were buried at 

Lake Forest Cemetery.  [Tribune obituaries, October 19, 

1931 and November 3, 1952.] 

Andrew Anderson  [1845-1916] 

Andrew Anderson owned a 59-acre farm in Section 10 

of Crockery Township by 1893.  Born in September, 

1845 in Denmark, he died April 20, 1916 and was buried 

at Nunica Cemetery.  Apparently he was never married. 

Andrew Anderson  [1851-1934] 

Andrew Anderson and his wife, Mary Nelson, were both 

born in Sweden in 1851, he in September and she in 

November.  They met on the ship coming to America in 

1883.  They lived in a house located on the southwest 

corner of Exchange and Buchanan Streets [105 West 

Exchange] in Spring Lake, which was torn down in 

1968, and the lot later became the site of Barber School.  

The Andersons raised five children, all born in 

Michigan: Hannah, born in 1884; Nels [Nelson] August, 

who lived from August 29, 1885 to 1958; Amanda 

Marie, born in December, 1887; Minnie born in 1890; 

and William, born on May 21, 1893. Andrew, who 

worked on the railroad, died on February 13, 1934, and 

Mary died a month later on March 11.  They were buried 

at Spring Lake Cemetery. 

Benjamin Anderson  [1862-1934] 

Benjamin Anderson, who was born in Sweden in 

December, 1862, came to the United States in 1880 and 

became a shipping clerk at Challenge Refrigerator in 

Grand Haven.  He and his wife, Ida, lived at the corner 

of Madison and Elliott.  Their son Arthur Walter 

Anderson was born on May 20, 1890 and worked at 

Johnston Bros. Their other children were George, born 

in August, 1892; Oscar, born in February, 1895; and 

Edith, born in October, 1897.  The children were all born 

locally.  Ida, also a native of Sweden, lived from March, 

1871 to 1927. She arrived in the United States in 1886.  

Benjamin died in 1934 and was buried at Lake Forest 

Cemetery with his wife.  The family resided on Third 

Street around 1900. 

Carl Eric Anderson  [1883-?] 

Born in Sweden on February 4, 1883, Carl was the son 

of Elba Jacobson and C. P. Anderson, a landscape 

gardener.  Carl attended a trade school for nine years in 

Sweden, specializing in mechanical engineering.  In 

1909 he came to the United States and settled in 

Chicago, where in 1911 he became Superintendent of 

the Acorn Brass Works and then served as 

Superintendent of the Reliance Die & Stamping 

Company.  He later was employed as a mechanical 

engineer by the Western Cartridge Company at Alton 

Illinois, after which he became a consulting engineer for 

the S. S. White Dental Manufacturing Company of 

Staten Island, New York.  During World War I he 

developed the gas masks which were used by the 

soldiers and also created improvements for making 

cartridges. On February 22, 1935, in partnership with 

Baltzar Bolling, he established the Anderson-Bolling 

Manufacturer Company to manufacturer automobile 

parts and electrical appliances. 

Carl was a Republican and a member of Blue Lodge, 

Free and Accepted Masons, the Rotary Club, Citizens 

Historical Association, and the Presbyterian Church.  He 

was also interested in art, especially copperware and 

charcoal drawings.  In 1917 he married Gertrude 

Bowling of Sweden, daughter of Captain Lars Bowling.  

The Andersons had no children.  [Citizens Historical 

Association, Indianapolis, September 27, 1941.] 

Chester ñChetò Anderson  [1916-1995] 

Born in Chicago, Illinois on January 3, 1916 to Oscar H. 

and Evelyn Berggren Anderson I, Chester graduated 

from Michigan State College [MSU] and served as an 

officer in the Armyôs 922
nd

 Field Artillery during WWII .  

Chet and Bob Cernoch formed the Anderson-Cernoch 

Construction Company in 1952 and worked as 

carpenters and building contractors.  Anderson helped 

remodel the old Grand Trunk Depot into the Tri-Cities 

Historical Museum.  Anderson served 18 years on the 

Grand Haven Zoning Board, and was a member of the 

American Legion. 

Chet married Betty J. Johnson on February 22, 1947 in 

Lake Odessa.  They became members of the Tri-Cities 

Historical Society, and were named Historians of the 

Year in 1994.  Their children included Marcia of New 

Jersey; Abigail of Grand Haven; Bruce of Milwaukee; 

Randall of Lake Odessa; and David, who died in 1975.  

They lived at 421 Clinton Street.  Chet died on 

December 12, 1995.  [Tribune obituary, December 13, 

1995.] 
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John Anderson  [1850-1905] 

John Anderson, a shipôs carpenter, was born in Norway 

on May 5, 1850.  He came to the United States in 1870.  

John and his wife, Carrie, lived at 218 Water Street 

[South Harbor].  Carrie was born in Ohio in February, 

1859. They had an adopted son, Robert Anderson, who 

was born in Michigan in January, 1889. John died on 

May 15, 1905 and was buried at Lake Forest Cemetery. 

Joseph Anderson  [@1802-@1884] 

The First Congregational Church was organized in 

Grand Haven in 1858.  A year later, on May 31, its first 

place of worship was dedicated at 134 Washington, and 

in the afternoon of that day Rev. Joseph Anderson was 

installed as Pastor.  Rev. Anderson, who was born in 

Scotland, also served members of the Spring Lake 

Congregational Church.  In addition he, among others, 

filled in at the Grand Haven Presbyterian Church during 

the period between Rev. Ferryôs retirement in April, 

1857 and the arrival of a full-time replacement on 

October 18, 1859.  Joseph replaced Rev. Lucas in 1854 

to lead the Presbyterian Church in Spring Lake during its 

early years.  On April 1, 1862 Joseph was given a leave 

of absence to allow him to be Chaplain to the 3
rd
 

Michigan Infantry, then in Virginia under the leadership 

of General George McClellan.  The 3
rd
 Infantry had been 

organized in Grand Rapids shortly after the Civil War 

began.  Joseph resigned his Chaplainôs post on March 

28, 1863 and entered the U.S. Volunteer Hospital 

Chaplain Corps.  He was mustered out on August 4, 

1865.  Josephôs wife, Lucy P., while living in Michigan, 

applied for a widowôs Civil War pension on August 16, 

1884.  Lucy was born in Vermont around 1821 and 

Joseph was born in Scotland about 1802. 

Nels [Nelson] August Anderson  [1885-1958] 

Nels Anderson was born in Spring Lake in August 29, 

1885 and died in 1958.  He was one of five children of 

Andrew and Mary Anderson. Nels worked as a ship 

carpenter for Barrett Boat Works for about 40 years. He 

married Nellie Vander Vere, who lived from 1886 to 

July 31, 1935 and was buried at Spring Lake Cemetery.  

Nels was employed at Barrett Boat Works.  The family 

resided at 305 Liberty, where they raised three sons:  

Clyde Andrew, Harold Henry, and Norman William.  

Normanôs daughter, Norma Anderson Koopman, resided 

in the Grand Haven area. 

Oscar H. Anderson I  [@1883-1959] 

Oscar Anderson was born in Sweden about 1883.  He 

married Evelyn F. Berggren about 1902.  She also was a 

native of Sweden, where she was born about 1886.  

Their children were Oscar II, born in Illinois on July 20, 

1914; Chester, born in Chicago on January 3, 1916, and 

Stuart, born in Michigan about 1921.  The Andersons 

lived at 943 Lake Avenue in the 1920 and 1930s.  Oscar 

was a polisher in one of the local factories, and he also 

worked in Chicago.  He died about July 7, 1959 and was 

buried at Lake Forest Cemetery.  Evelyn passed away 

around March 7, 1974 and was buried with her husband. 

Oscar H. Anderson II  [1914ï1992] and Katherine 

[1911-1993] 

Oscar was born July 20, 1914, in Michigan, the son of 

Oscar H. and Evelyn Berggren Anderson I.  Oscarôs 

wife, Katherine, was born in Evanston, Illinois on 

November 12, 1911.  Oscar and Katherine lived in 

Grand Haven from 1931 to 1965, when they moved to 

Virginia.  She worked at Reichardtôs until 1952, when 

she opened Andersonôs Store for Children at 224 

Washington, later the location of Grand Haven Jewelry.  

After closing the store in 1965 she worked for Leggett 

Department Store in Lynchburg, Virginia.  She was a 

member of the First Presbyterian Church of Grand 

Haven, the Red Cross, and Community Chest [United 

Way], and she was a Grand Haven Public School 

volunteer.  Their children included Kristen A., who 

married Danny Fox of Chapel Hill, North Carolina.  

Katherine died in Lynchburg on January 24, 1993 and 

Oscar died November 24, 1992.  They were buried at 

Lake Forest Cemetery.  [Tribune obituary, June 18, 

1993] 

Oscar R. Anderson  [1901-1984] 

Oscar Anderson was born on April 6, 1901 and died on 

April 13, 1984.  He was employed as a sheet metal 

worker at Bastian Blessing.  Oscar married Elnora Hehl 

on July 1, 1939.  He served during WWII  with the 389
th
 

Bombardment Group and was promoted to Second 

Lieutenant in 1945.  Their children were Lawrence of 

Grand Rapids and Blaise and Eugene, both of Nunica.  

Elnora lived from October 13, 1908 to January 16, 1990. 

Theodor Anderson  [1873-1941] 

See Mary Elizabeth Swanson [1877-1958]. 

Thomas F. Anderson  [@1843- ?] 

A resident of Grand Haven, Thomas Anderson enlisted 

as Private in Company D of the 2
nd

 Michigan Cavalry on 

September 10, 1861.  He was promoted to Sergeant on 

January 5, 1864 and to Sergeant Major on April 1 the 

same year.  He then was promoted to First Lieutenant of 

Company M on the last day of December, 1864 and to 

Captain on July 1, 1865.  He was mustered out on 

August 17, 1865.  Thomas was born about 1843.  On 

December 22, 1898, while living in Illinois, he applied 

for a Civil War pension. 

William Andrew Anderson [1893-1966] 

William, the son of Andrew and Mary Nelson Anderson, 

was born on May 21, 1893 and served in the military 
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during WWI.  Prior to his military service, William was 

a woodworker at Challenge Refrigerator.  He married 

Alice De Young of Grand Haven in 1923 and died in 

1966.  Their home was on Summit Street in Spring Lake.  

A son, William L., was born in March, 1925, and 

remained a resident of Spring Lake.  The elder William 

was a house painter.  He died December 5, 1966 and was 

buried at Spring Lake Cemetery. 

Edward Harry Andres  [1864ï1944] 

Born in Grand Haven on October 1, 1864, Edward was 

the son of Ernest and Ida Schultz Andres.  In Grand 

Haven he and his brother, William L. managed the New 

Cutler House when it opened in 1890 after the big fire 

the previous year destroyed the original hotel.  After his 

fatherôs death in 1882, Edward assumed management of 

the Andres House, located at the southeast corner of 

Franklin and Water [Harbor], which he leased in 1891 to 

Joseph Rue.  Edward was one of the incorporators of the 

Highland Park Association in 1886.  The next year 1887 

he was chosen Second Lieutenant of the ñGrand Haven 

Guards.ò  As its Captain in 1898 he led Company F of 

the 32
nd

 Michigan Infantry to Tampa, where the group 

remained during the short Spanish-American War.  He 

was mustered out on October 31, 1898.  He was a 

graduate of the Fort Leavenworth Officerôs School.  By 

1910 he was residing in Sheridan County, Wyoming.  

Edward also served in World War I as a Lieutenant 

Colonel in the quartermasterôs division at Waco, Texas.  

After the war he was assigned to Fort Jay on Governorôs 

Island, New York, where he lived with his wife and son.  

He retired to a ranch near Tucson, Arizona, where he 

was residing in 1930 with his wife, Lydiam, and their 

son, Edward II, who was born about 1911 in Wyoming.  

Edward died on February 19, 1944 and was buried at 

Arlington National Cemetery. Lydiann was born in 

Michigan around 1878 and died on March 3, 1944 and 

was buried with her husband. 

Ernest Andres I [Andrees/Andreis/Andrews]  [1832ï

1882] 

A native of Germany, where he was born on October 6, 

1832, Ernest Andres and his wife in 1857 moved from 

Port Huron to Grand Haven, where he was employed as 

a clerk by Clark B. Albee.  However, he is listed in the 

1856 Michigan Gazetteer as manager of the Grand River 

House, a hotel in Grand Haven.  In 1858 he opened the 

first bakery in Grand Haven, a restaurant, and a hotel, 

called the Milwaukee House, on the west side of the 

river [Muir], which at that time was the terminus for the 

Detroit and Milwaukee Railroad.  Both buildings burned 

down in June, 1860.  He later ran the Washington House 

in Grand Haven, and in 1863 built a new hotel, which he 

also called the Milwaukee House, on the northeast 

corner of Franklin and Harbor Streets. 

By 1864 Ernest owned acreage in Section 1 of Grand 

Haven Township, south of Potawatomie Bayou.  In 1867 

he bought additional acreage from Robert W. Duncan 

and about that time built a gristmill, which he operated 

for awhile, and then converted to a shingle mill.  Located 

on the Grand River and adjacent to Potawatomie Bayou, 

the mill was destroyed by fire in 1874.  That same year 

he built the Andres House, later called the River View 

Hotel, at 100 South Water Street [Harbor Drive].  He 

was Alderman in 1877, 1878, 1879, and 1880, and a 

member of St. Paulôs Evangelical Church. 

In 1854 in Buffalo, New York, Ernest married Ida 

Schultz, born in Mecklenburg, Germany on October 24, 

1836.  Their children were William L., who was born in 

Michigan about 1860, married Florence, the daughter of 

Henry and Hannah Trotter Buswell, in Grand Haven on 

August 1, 1888, and moved to Mt. Pleasant, South 

Carolina; Edward, who was born in Michigan on 

October 1, 1864, and made his career in the United 

States Army, where he achieved the rank of captain; Ida, 

who was born in 1867 and married Archie Campbell of 

Grand Haven; and Ernest II, who died on August 11, 

1877 at the age of six months.  The older Ernest died on 

October 7, 1882 and was buried at Lake Forest on 

October 9.  His wife died of the ñgrippeò on February 

18, 1913, at the home of her daughter at 225 Franklin 

Street, which was the family homestead and where she 

had lived for 17 years.  She also was buried at Lake 

Forest.  [Tribune obituary, February 19, 1913.] 

Daniel W. Andrews  [1857-1929] 

Born in Michigan in 1857, Daniel Andrews married 

Anna, daughter of William and Anna Evarts Angel of 

Grand Haven.  Daniel was an insurance agent who 

worked out of his home at 532 Lafayette, formerly 

Annaôs family home. Anna was one of the founders of 

the Christian Science movement in Grand Haven.  

Daniel and Anna had at least four children: Helen, who 

was born about 1891 and married Stanley B. Oakes of 

Grand Haven; William A. born about 1892; George, who 

was born about 1893 and served as Lieutenant in the 

Navy during WWI; Louise, who moved to Elsah, 

Illinois; and Winifred. Louise Andrews in 1916 built 

ñWindy Dune,ò one of the early North Shore cottages. 

Daniel died in 1929 and Anna, who was born in 

Michigan in 1860, died the next year.  Both were buried 

at Lake Forest Cemetery. 

Elijah [Eleazur] C. Angel [Angell]  [1849-@1912] 

The son of George A. and Mary Ann Eatiner Angel, 

Elijah was born in Cuyahoga County, Ohio, on May 13, 

1849.  On December 21, 1863 he enlisted as Private in 

Company I of the 128
th
 Ohio Veteran Infantry, where his 

name was entered as Eleazur Anger.  He represented 

himself as being 18 years old.  He was mustered out on 
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July 13, 1865 and came to Ottawa County the same year 

to work in the lumbering business, eventually becoming 

the head sawyer and filer at Olive Center Mills in 1882.  

On September 27, 1876 he married Jennie [Lydia] 

Pocock, who was born in Fulton County, Ohio on March 

18, 1856.  She applied for a widowôs Civil War pension 

on September 14, 1912, indicating her husbandôs 

approximate year of death. 

George E. Angel [Angell]  [1864- ?] 

George E, the son of William and Anna Evarts. Angel, 

was born locally in April, 1864.  He moved to Prince 

Rupert in British Columbia, but returned to Grand 

Haven.  On January 19, 1891 he married Clara B. 

Benton [Burton] Mower.  She was the widow of Grand 

Haven resident Samuel C. Mower, who died about 1890.  

Clara was born in Illinois in July, 1849.  By 1900 

George and Clara were residing in Detroit, where he 

operated a confectionary.  Living with them was Samuel 

W. Mower from Claraôs earlier marriage.  Ten years 

later Clara was widowed and still living in Detroit. 

William M. Angel [Angell]  [1825-1911] 

Born in Moores, New York, on December 16, 1825, 

William was a descendant of Thomas Angel, who was 

born in England in 1618 and came to America in 1625 

with Roger Williams, founder of Rhode Island.  

Williamôs grandfather, Asa Angel, was born in Rhode 

Island, and his father was born in Champlain, New York 

in 1800.  Williamôs mother was Mary Keyes, a native of 

Vermont.  William was third in a family that consisted 

of four sons and two daughters.  Starting at the age of 

ten he and his father spent eight years on a dairy farm in 

Portage, Ohio.  He studied for part of a year at 

Twinsburg Seminary, and in 1844 [1843] joined his 

family in Tallmadge Township, Ottawa County, where 

he chopped wood and cleared forest.  When he was 

about 20 he was attacked with sciatic rheumatism, which 

resulted in dislocation of a hip.  From 1848 to 1854 he 

was Register of Deeds for Muskegon County.  In 1851, 

with John and James Barnes as partners, he was editor of 

Grand Havenôs first newspaper, the Grand River Times. 

At the expiration of his period of public service, William 

resumed farming operations for two years in Tallmadge 

Township.  However, because of his lameness, he found 

it necessary to select a less active vocation and 

accordingly entered Bryant and Strattonôs Business 

College, where he spent the winter of 1856-57.  Upon 

finishing his commercial studies, he accepted a position 

as bookkeeper in a country store at Eastmanville.  Later 

he came to Grand Haven and worked as bookkeeper for 

a merchant and vessel owner.  By 1864 he was in the 

drug and grocery business under the name of Angel & 

North, and for a time had an extensive dry goods 

business called Angel & Beaudry.  In December, 1869, 

the store burned to the ground, and since there was no 

insurance it proved a total loss to the owners.  They did, 

however, pay seventy cents on every dollar of their 

indebtedness. 

In the spring of 1870 William was elected Recorder and 

Police Justice, holding these positions for two years.  He 

studied law and was admitted to the bar in 1871, forming 

a partnership with Lurentus B. Soule, of Ionia, Michigan 

and at different times with other prominent lawyers.  In 

1887 he was elected to the office of City Recorder and 

was reelected in 1889, 1892, and 1893. He had his own 

law office by 1892.  With Charles Soule he owned the 

land on the North Shore, and sold part of it to the U.S. 

government on January 22, 1922 as the new site for the 

Life Saving Station. At one time an Episcopalian, Angel 

later converted to Christian Science.  Angel spoke at the 

laying of the cornerstone for the Court House, built in 

1893 near the corner of Fifth and Washington Streets in 

Grand Haven. 

In 1853 William married Anna [Ann] M. of Grand 

Rapids, the daughter of Shadrick Evarts.  She was born 

in Niagara County, New York on July 19, 1831 and died 

on March 14, 1903.  The Angels had seven sons and one 

daughter, including a child who died in infancy, and 

another, Charles Hudson, who was born in Grand Haven 

in 1870 and died on January 9, 1893.  Among the 

surviving members of the family in 1893, all born in 

Michigan, were Anna, who was born about 1860 and 

married Daniel Andrews of Grand Haven; George E., 

who was born about 1864 and settled in Prince Rupert, 

British Columbia; and Harry A., who was born about 

1868 and later resided in Indianapolis.  The Angels 

resided at 532 Lafayette, also the home of their daughter 

Anna, her husband, Daniel Andrews, and their family.  

William died at his home in Grand Haven on December 

24, 1911.  He was buried at Lake Forest Cemetery.  

[Portrait and Biographical Record of Muskegon and 

Ottawa County Michigan, pp. 553-554; Tribune obituary 

December 27, 1911; and Tribune article by Charles E. 

Soule, December 26, 1911.] 

Donald JamesAngus  [1887-1966] 

Donald was the son of John and May Sibly Angus of 

Grand Haven.  He was born in Plymouth, Wisconsin in 

June 17, 1887 and died in Indianapolis, Indiana, in 

October, 1966.  He was a self-taught engineer-inventor 

and electrician. Donald didnôt finish high school, but he 

did attend engineering classes at the University of 

Wisconsin and Michigan State University. He became 

expert on electrical measuring and recording devices.  

He was granted 47 patents on electrical and mechanical 

devices. Donald joined John W. Esterline in 1910 in the 

Esterline-Angus engineering firm and became its 

President.  In 1939 he purchased a home at 302 North 

Buchanan in Spring Lake, which remained in the family 
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into the 21
st
 century.  The Annis Water Resources 

Institute of Grand Valley State University operates a 

research vessel, the 45-foot D. J. Angus, donated by 

Donald.  The vessel, berthed in Grand Haven, is 

equipped for sampling chemical, biological, and physical 

parameters and houses on-board laboratories for 

analyses of the samples. 

Francis Clark  Angus  [1889-1971] 

Francis, the son of John and May Sibly Angus of Grand 

Haven, was born in Plymouth, Wisconsin on February 

18, 1889 and died on September 22, 1971.  From 1907 to 

1915 he worked at Challenge Machinery.  From 1915 to 

1917 he was co-owner of Franklin Press with Henry 

Arkema II.  He held a variety of positions until 1921, 

when he became a manufacturer of electrical 

instruments.  On January 1, 1932 Francis married 

Margaret W., the daughter of Charles and Margaret 

Belle Cotton.  Margaret, who lived from December 16, 

1899 to May 20, 1993, taught school in Grand Rapids 

prior to her marriage and in Grand Haven during the 

1930s.  The Anguses resided at 710 Lake Avenue with 

their two sons, John, who was born about 1933, and 

Charles, who was born two years later.  In the 1950s, 

when Francis and Margaret moved to 220 North 

Buchanan in Spring Lake.  The Anguses also owned 

some acreage on Spring Lake in Section 10 of Spring 

Lake Township.  Donald Angus, Francisôs brother, in 

1939 bought a house at 302 North Buchanan in Spring 

Lake.  When Donald died in 1966 the house went to 

Francis, who in turn passed it on to his son Charles.  

Francis and Margaret were buried at Lake Forest 

Cemetery. 

John James Angus  [1859-1932] 

Born on August 7, 1859, John Angus became a resident 

of Grand Haven.  In the early 1900s he and his wife, 

May Sibley, lived at 1226 Washington with their two 

sons, Donald, born in Plymouth, Wisconsin on June 17, 

1887, and Francis, born in the same town on February 

18, 1889.  By 1917, the Anguses were residing at 526 

Lafayette.  They also owned a cottage in Highland Park.  

John died on October 31, 1932.  May lived from May 

12, 1863 to December 13, 1939.  Both were buried at 

Lake Forest Cemetery. 

Edward G. Applegate  [1909-1994] 

Edward G. Applegate was born in Illinois on June 15, 

1909 and died on May 13, 1994.  He and his wife, 

Beverly, lived at 202 South Eighth Street in Grand 

Haven.  On October 27, 1942 in Kalamazo, Edward 

enlisted as Private in the U.S. Army Air Corps.  After 

the war, he became a design engineer at Bastian 

Blessing.   Beverly lived from January 11, 1921 to 

October 10, 1999.  She died in Grand Haven.  They had 

a son Terrence L. 

Frank F. Archer  [@1845 - ?] 

Frank Archer, who was born about 1845 in Ohio, 

became a resident of Lamont, where he lived with his 

mother, Maria A. Archer.  Maria was born on May 18, 

1819 in New York and died in Tallmadge Township on 

January 10, 1885.  In 1878 Frank received a five-year 

license to operate a ferry across the Grand River, but two 

years later the license was passed to Bradford Velsey. 

Mark B. Ardis  [1872ï1952] 

Vice President of the American Brass Novelty 

Company, a position he assumed in 1904, Mark Ardis 

also was associated with the Wilthsire Glove Company 

in Grand Haven.  He was born in Ireland on March 16, 

1872.  Samuel Ardis was his uncle. On June 5, 1899, 

Mark married Alta Mae Gilbert in Reed City, Michigan.  

They lived at 502 Lafayette in Grand Haven.  Alta was 

President of the first Parent Teachers Club, organized in 

Grand Haven in 1909.  She was born in Burlington, 

Michigan on January 23, 1876, died in East Lansing in 

April, 1957, and was buried at Lake Forest Cemetery on 

May 1.  Mark died about December 20, 1952 in Los 

Angeles and also was buried at Lake Forest Cemetery.  

The Ardises had one daughter, Margaret, who was born 

in Lake City on May 1, 1901. 

Samuel Boyd Ardis  [1856ï1950] 

In 1902, Samuel Ardis, as company President and with 

help from the Grand Haven Board of Trade, reorganized 

the American Brass Novelty Company, which he had 

assisted in organizing seven years earlier, the year he 

and his wife arrived in Grand Haven.  First situated in a 

three-story frame building at 13 South Second Street, 

about 1903 the company was moved to a new building 

on Harbor Drive. In 1950 the business took the name 

Michigan Brass.  Ardis also was associated with the 

Wiltshire Glove Company, formed in 1905 and situated 

near the southwest corner of Washington and Second 

Streets in Grand Haven.   

Samuel was born in Ireland in January, 1856 [1857] and 

had his first retail job there at the age of 13.  Ten years 

later he came to Michigan, settling first in Evart and then 

Lake City.  He and his wife, Maymie, who was born in 

Ireland in May, 1861, were married in Lake City on 

March 28, 1884.  They lived at 318 Washington in 

Grand Haven, but around 1915 Ardis also owned 160 

acres in Robinson Township.  The Ardises had a son, 

Everton, who was born in Grand Haven in July, 1888; a 

daughter, Dorothy E., who was born on December 19, 

1899 and died five years later; and another daughter, 

Amy, who lived just nine years.  Ardis also had banking 

and business interests in Ann Arbor and Lake City.  

Maymie died in Cadillac on January 5, 1911 and was 

buried at Lake Forest Cemetery. 
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Samuel then married Jeanette Cherry, a teacher in the 

Grand Haven schools. Jeanette, who lived from 1867 to 

1935, was the daughter of James and Mathilda Cherry of 

Grand Haven and resided in the family home at 520 

Clinton until her marriage.  She was a first grade teacher 

in the Grand Haven School System for almost 30 years.  

She also taught a Sunday School class for older girls at 

the First Presbyterian Church for more than 35 years.  

Samuel died in 1950. Mark Ardis was his nephew. 

[Tribune obituary, January 6, 1911, and Industrial Hi-

Lites, April, 1954.] 

John ñAndrewò J. Arentsen [Arentson]  [@1832 - ?] 

Andrew Arentsen was a native of The Netherlands, 

where he was born about 1832.  He and his family lived 

for awhile in Wisconsin, and then came to Ferrysburg in 

1864.  By late 1867 he owned a store in Ferrysburg near 

the railroad depot.  His motto was ñSmall Profits and 

quick returnsò and ñThe nimble sixpence is better than 

the slow shilling.ò  He carried groceries and other 

provisions.  In the 1880 census Andrew was listed as a 

hotel keeper.  His wife, Barbara, managed the Central 

House in Spring Lake. Their daughter, Lena, married 

Charles Begin of Spring Lake.  Barbara, who was born 

in Germany, lived from March 7, 1825 to October 7, 

1918.  She was buried at Spring Lake Cemetery.  Their 

children were Emma, born about 1856 in Wisconsin, and 

John, born about 1861, also in Wisconsin. 

Gerald C. Arkema  [1911-1977] 

Gerald, the son of Gerrit and Sena Arkema, was born 

July 7, 1911 in Spring Lake and died on May 6, 1977.  

He owned the Citizens Realty Company at 422 Franklin 

Street in Grand Haven, and resided with his wife, Jean, 

in Spring Lake Township, later at 14417 Lakeshore 

Drive, and finally in Muskegon.  Gerald owned large 

parcels of land, including nearly 300 acres in Section 16 

of Grand Haven Township, which he sold around 1960 

to W. Bruce Matthews as the site for Grand Haven Golf 

Club.  Jean, who was born on October 25, 1912, died in 

Muskegon on April 28, 1974.  She and Gerald were 

buried at Lake Forest Cemetery. 

Gerrit Arkema  [1875-1952] 

Gerrit, the son of Henry and Grace Arkema I, was born 

on May 4, 1875.  He became proprietor of the Franklin 

Press at 401 Fulton in the early 1900s.  He married Etta 

Byl on September 20. 1900 in Grand Haven.  They lived 

at 519 Fulton.  Etta, who lived all her life in Grand 

Haven, was born on December 29, 1880 and died on 

November 19, 1959.  Kenneth J. Arkema was one of 

their children.  They also had another son, Gerald C., 

born on July 11, 1907, and a daughter, Dorothy M., who 

was born about 1920.  Gerrit died about September 23, 

1952 and was buried at Lake Forest Cemetery.  [Tribune 

obituary, February 28, 1957, and marriage 

announcement, March 23, 1996.] 

Gerrit John Arkema  [1900-1971] 

Gerrit Arkema was born in Grand Haven on September 

2, 1900 and died there on May 21, 1971.  He was the son 

of John and Sena Holman Arkema and the grandson of 

Henry Arkema I.  He was buried at Lake Forest 

Cemetery with his parents.  At the time of his death he 

resided in the family home at 517 Madison. 

Hendrick ñHenryò Arkema I  [1842-1921] 

Born at Uithuizen, The Netherlands in May, 1842, 

Henry Arkema came to Grand Haven in 1867.  He was 

engaged in the flour and feed business until he retired, 

but also had an interest in the printing business.  On June 

24, 1867 in Grand Haven, he married Grace 

[Geeske/Gieski] Kampenga.  Also a native of The 

Netherlands, Grace lived from October, 1838 [1839] to 

1924.  Their children, all of Grand Haven, included 

John, born in 1868; Dena, who was born in December, 

1871 and married William Vaxter of Grand Haven; 

Gerrit I [Gerret], who was born on May 4, 1875 and 

married Etta Byl in 1900; and Henry II, born in April, 

1877.  The elder Arkema died at the family home and 

place of business, 517 Fulton Street in Grand Haven, on 

March 13, 1921 and was buried at Lake Forest 

Cemetery.  [Tribune obituaries, March 14, 1921 and 

April 24, 1930.] 

Henry Arkema II  [1877-1942] 

The son of Henry and Grace Arkema, Henry II resided at 

523 Pennoyer with his wife, Della.  Della, the daughter 

of John and Kate Hoeksema of Grand Haven, was born 

in Michigan on September 9, 1882 and passed away in 

Grand Haven about June 12, 1962.  Henry was born in 

Grand Haven on April 19, 1877 and died on January 11, 

1942.  They were buried at Lake Forest Cemetery.  

Henry and Della were married in Grand Haven on 

September 8, 1910. He worked at the Grand Haven 

Tribune in the early 1900s and was hired there as 

fulltime pressman in 1918.  In 1912 he started his own 

print shop, Franklin Printing, at 517 Fulton, which he 

operated for 30 years. 

Henry J. Arkema  [1895-1977] 

Henry J., the son of John and Sena Holman Arkema was 

born in Chicago on September 19, 1895 and died on 

May 14, 1977.  He and his wife, Leatha, lived at 949 

Franklin Street in Grand Haven.  Leatha was born on 

June 24, 1895, and died on February 11, 1976.  She was 

a Grand Haven resident all her life.  In 1918 Henry was 

a tacker at Eagle Ottawa.  Henry and Leatha were buried 

at Lake Forest Cemetery. 

John Henry Arkema  [1868ï1955] 
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Born in Grand Haven in December, 1868 [1867], the son 

of Henry and Grace Arkema, John was first employed by 

the Boyden Shingle Mill and later worked for Story & 

Clark, Eagle Ottawa, and other factories, as well as the 

City of Grand Haven.  On December 17, 1888, he 

married Sena Holman, who was born in March, 1868 in 

The Netherlands and came to the United States in 1881.  

The wedding took place at the groomôs home, 517 

Fulton, where he had lived for many years.  John and 

Sena resided at 517 Madison.  Among their children 

were Henry, born in Chicago on September 19, 1895, 

and Gerrit John, born in Grand Haven on September 2, 

1900.  They were members of the First Reformed 

Church of Grand Haven.  John died around September 

22, 1950, and Sena passed away about June 21, 1955.  

Theywere buried at Lake Forest Cemetery. 

Kenneth J. Arkema I  [1915-2003] 

Kenneth was born on September 4, 1915 to Garrit 

[Garret] and Etta Byl Arkema.  He married Ruth Bomers 

on April 9, 1941 in Holland, Michigan.  Ruth, the 

daughter of Dewey and Reka Kolenbrander Bomers of 

Holland, was born on August 6, 1920. Kenneth earned a 

bronze star while serving with the Army during WWII.  

In Grand Haven, he was Public Relations Manager for 

Gardner-Denver.  Kenneth also was an amateur 

musician.  The Arkemas, who resided at 1230 Slayton, 

were members of the Second Christian Reformed 

Church.  Their children were Kenneth II and Karen, who 

married Vern Peters.  Kenneth died on September 11, 

2003 in Muskegon.  Ruth passed away in Grand Haven 

on November 3, 2004.  They were buried at Lake Forest 

Cemetery.  [Tribune obituaries, September 13, 2003 and 

November 4, 2004.] 

Henry T. Armstead  [1822-1896] 

Born in Schroon, New York on October 17, 1822, Henry 

Armstead moved to Ohio and then became involved in 

lumbering operations at Wyman, Michigan, and 

relocated to Grand Haven in 1870.  While still in 

Schroon he married Jane A. Wyman in 1858.  She was 

born in New York on March 25, 1822 and died on 

December 10, 1900.  Their children included James P. of 

Grand Haven, and C. O. and Wyman P. of Aitkin, 

Minnesota.  Wyman was born about 1864 in Ohio.  

Henry died at his sonôs home, located on the corner of 

Fifth and Clinton Streets [120 South Fifth], on July 19, 

1896.  Henry and Jane were buried at Lake Forest 

Cemetery.  [Tribune obituaries, July 20, 1896 and 

December 10, 1900.] 

James P. Armstead  [1855-1918] 

James P. Armstead, the son Henry T. and Jane Wyman 

Armstead, was born near Cleveland, Ohio in May, 1855. 

Jane was born in England in March, 1822.  James came 

to Grand Haven with his family in 1870.  He attended 

high school in Grand Haven and spent one year at Grand 

Rapids Commercial College.  He worked three years for 

the Crystal City Glass Works in Detroit.  He returned to 

Grand Haven in 1877 as head clerk of the Cutler House. 

James was named Secretary and Treasurer of Dake 

Engine Company when it was organized in 1887, and he 

became Secretary and General Manager at a later re-

organization.  In 1907 he was Secretary for the Grand 

Haven Board of Trade.  James was a charter member of 

the Spring Lake Yacht Club, founded in 1897. 

On November 3, 1880 James married Carrie, daughter of 

Ebenezer and Caroline Barnes and a niece of Dwight 

Cutler.  Carrie, who was born on December 22, 1856, 

died on January 5, 1882 in Grand Rapids, leaving one 

child.  On December 3, 1901 James married Myrtle 

ñMyrtieò Moody.  They built and lived in a home at 120 

South Fifth.  James died in June, 1918 and was buried at 

Lake Forest Cemetery. Myrtie passed away around June 

9, 1952 and was buried wsith her husband.  [Dake, The 

First One Hundred Years, 1887-1987.] 

George Armstrong  [@1845- ?] 

In 1867 George Armstrong was arrested at White River 

for burning down a sawmill at Nortonville in April.  A 

George Armstrong living in White River in 1880 was 

born in Michigan around 1845. 

Leonard ñLeeò Arnold  [1903-1991] 

Born April 12, 1903 in Waupaca, Wisconsin to Leonard 

and Mary Arnold, Lee earned his teaching certificate 

from the State Normal and Industrial College in 

Ellendale, North Dakota, and a bachelor degree from 

Western Michigan University in 1938.  He came to 

Grand Haven from Ellendale in 1928 to teach general 

shop and to work with the junior high athletic program.  

He taught industrial arts for several years and worked 

later in the Vocational Department of Grand Haven 

Public Schools.  Lee retired in 1968.  He was a member 

of the First Presbyterian Church, Masons, and Grand 

Haven Historical Society.  Lee in 1932 became County 

Agricultural Agent.  He went before the Board of 

Supervisors and asked for funds to develop a soil 

stabilization plan within the county.  He was granted 

$75.  He married Helen Dunphy, who taught 

kindergarten in Grand Haven from 1954 to 1962.  She 

was born on September 19, 1903 and died on March 30, 

1993.  The Lee family resided at 912 Sheldon Road in 

Grand Haven, and later moved to 18047 North Beach 

Drive in Spring Lake. Their children included two sons, 

both dentists: Charles, who had a practice in Grand 

Rapids, and William of Parnell [Kent County].  Lee died 

March 20, 1991 and was buried at Lake Forest 

Cemetery, as was Helen.  William Dunphy Arnold, who 

was born on September 18, 1939, married Sandra 

Johnson of Grand Rapids on May 3, 1968.  He served as 
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a dentist in the U.S. Navy and later maintained offices in 

Rockford and Grand Rapids.  William died on June 23, 

2001.  [Tribune obituaries, March 21, 1991 and January 

18, 2002.] 

Albert B artlett  Ashley  [1838-1916] 

A native of Massachusetts, where he was born on 

September 9, 1838, Albert Ashley enlisted in the city of 

Freetown and was mustered into the Federal Navy on 

May 9, 1861 as an Ordinary Seaman.  He served on the 

USS Ohio and the USS Mississippi.  He was discharged 

from his unit on June 23 the next year, and then became 

a member of Company A of the Massachusetts 3
rd
 

Infantry the following September 23.  He left that 

detachment on June 26, 1863 and was mustered into 

Company B, Massachusetts 4
th
 Cavalry, which he left on 

March 12, 1865.  He next was commissioned into the 

Connecticut 21
st
 Infantry, and left the military for good 

on April 25, 1866. 

On October 30, 1865 Albert married Jeanette [Janette] 

Wilhelmina Miller, who was born on June 20, 1839 in 

Edgartown, Massachusetts.  In 1880 they were residing 

in Kewanee, Illinois, where Albert was Superintendent 

of a coal mining company.  The two of them started 

spending summers in Spring Lake, and in 1892 they 

built a 30-room hotel, called Ashley Heights, on the west 

shore of the lake, at the east end of Van Wagoner Road 

[Section 10, approximately 17800 West Spring Lake 

Road].  Perhaps the resort was named for an Ashley 

Heights near his hometown in Massachusetts.  The 

couple operated the resort until the early 1900s, when 

they started to spend their summers in a home in Lovell 

Park, just north of Ashley Heights, which burned down 

in 1918.  Their principal residence remained in Macon, 

Illinois, where they were living in 1910.  By the early 

1900s Anna Selbmann held title to the property and 

renamed it Lott Hannah Resort.  The property reverted to 

the Ashleys when the Selbmanns defaulted on the 

mortgage.  Called ñCaptain,ò Albert was active in the 

Masons and attained the position of Deputy Grand 

Master of the Illinois Chapter in 1909.  He was also 

active in the Masons locally. Albert died in Chicago on 

November 2, 1916, while en route to Florida for the 

winter.  Jeanette applied for a widowôs Civil War 

pension about two weeks after his death.  She died eight 

years later, and both were buried at Spring Lake 

Cemetery.  The Ashleys had a daughter Jennie W., born 

in August, 1867 in South Carolina, and a son Albert II, 

who was born around 1873 in Illinois. 

George G. Austgen  [1903-1982] 

George Austgen was born in Indiana on April 23, 1903.  

The 1930 census listed him as an avaiator, living in Paris 

Township, Kent County.  In 1949 he started Auto 

Radiator & Welding Service and Welders & Fabricators 

at 307 Pine Street in Ferrysburg.  His residence was at 

18316 144
th
 Street in Crockery Township.  He died on 

July 28, 1982.  His wife, Phyllis, worked as a clerk at the 

Hostetter News Agency. 

Edward John Avery  [1876-1912] 

The son of James Colby and Mary Catherine Murray 

Avery, Edward was born in Grand Haven in December, 

1876.  He became a partner with his father in a jewelry 

business located at 128 Washington, which he operated 

until he died in May, 1912 and was buried at Lake Forest 

Cemetery.  He resided in the family home at 426 

Franklin. 

Edward Jones Avery  [1816-1901] 

Born in Groton, Connecticut on May 4, 1816, Edward 

Avery was engaged in cabinet making in the east.  On 

August 8, 1837, in Sherburne, New York, Edward 

married Eleanor [Honor] Jane Murray, who was born at 

New Berlin, New York on December 17, 1819 and died 

in Grand Haven on June 9, 1893.  The couple left New 

York and moved to Grand Haven in the spring of 1845.  

Edward was listed in the Business Directory of the 1864 

Map of the Counties of Ottawa & Muskegon as a house 

carpenter and undertaker.  The Averys had two children, 

James Colby and Ellen Cornelia.  Both children were 

born in New York, James on December 1, 1842 and 

Ellen a year earlier, on August 2.  Ellen married Robert 

Leggat of Grand Haven. In the 1880 census the two 

Leggat children were listed as living in Grand Haven 

with their Edward and Eleanor.  The Averys apparently 

had a second daughter, Margaret, who appears in the 

1860 census, residing with Henry and Rachel Griffin and 

her brother, James C. Avery. 

In their early years in Grand Haven, Edward and Eleanor 

resided on the corner of Second and Columbus Streets, 

but by 1880 they were at 426 Franklin Street, in a house 

occupied by their son James and his family after 

Eleanorôs death.  Edward lived with his son until his 

death on September 4, 1901, and was buried with 

Eleanor at Lake Forest Cemetery.  [Evening Tribune 

obituary, June 2, 1893 and Tribune obituary September 

5, 1901.] 

James Colby Avery  [1842-1903] 

Born in Sherburne, New York on December 1, 1842 

[1843], the son of Edward Jones and Eleanor Jane 

Murray Avery, James came to Grand Haven with his 

parents when he was four years old.  In 1860 he was 

living with Henry and Rachel Griffin, working as an 

apprentice at Henryôs drugstore in downtown Grand 

Haven.  A jeweler and watchmaker by trade, James 

owned a jewelry store at 128 Washington in partnership 

with his son, Edward John Avery, who was a jeweler 

and optician.  James later became associated with A. L. 
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Holmes in putting in water supply systems in the west.  

They put in the first water supply for the City of Denver 

and did similar work at other places in Colorado.  By 

1884 he was in the wholesale and retail tobacco trade 

and a producer of cigars with George E. Hubbard, a 

Grand Haven hardware merchant. 

On May 12 1869 in Grand Haven, James married Mary 

Catherine Murray, who was born on Prince Edward 

Island, Canada, in May, 1850 [1851] and died on August 

31, 1911.  They lived on Lafayette Street in 1880.  After 

the death of his mother in 1893, James moved into the 

family home at 426 Franklin, where Edward Avery 

continued to reside.  James and Mary had two children, 

both of whom remained in Grand Haven: Eleanor C., 

who was born in July, 1870 [1872] and on February 4, 

1900 in Grand Haven married Augustus Eugene Scott, 

and Edward John Avery, who was born in December, 

1876.  James died from complications of asthma on 

January 12, 1903. Family members were buried at Lake 

Forest Cemetery.  [Tribune obituaries, January 16, 1903 

and August 31, 1911.] 

Riley ñPeteò Avery  [1933-1999] 

Pete was born on February 19, 1933 in Grand Haven, the 

son of Riley C. and Lois Hubbell Avery.  He was an 

employee of Michigan Plastics for 30 years, retiring in 

1988.  During the Korean War Pete served in the U.S. 

Army, and upon his return to the area he joined the 

Conklin Post of the American Legion.  He had two sons, 

Ken Schmitt of Fruitport and Dirk Schmitt of Grand 

Haven.  Pete died on December 13, 1999. 

Henry Baar [Barr]  [1862- ?] 

Henry Baar was one of the original incorporators of the 

Highland Park Association in 1886.  A druggist, he 

owned a pharmacy at 216 Washington and evidently had 

a second outlet, called ñEast End Drug Store,ò at an 

unspecified address.  Henry, born in April, 1862 in 

Grand Haven, was the son of Simon and Helena Yonker 

Baar.  He married Isabelle Johnston, the daughter of 

John Watt and Ann Baud Johnston of Ferrysburg.  

Isabelle was born on August 27, 1862 and died in Los 

Angeles on June 24, 1947.  The Baars lived at 515 

Clinton in the early 1900s.  By 1930 Henry and Isabelle 

were living in Los Angeles, California, where he worked 

as a pharmacist.  The Baarsô daughter, Marguerite, was 

born on September 11, 1888 and died in Orange County, 

California on April 2, 1981.  Henry and Jacob Baar were 

brothers. 

Jacob Baar [Barr]  [1859-1949] 

Jacob was born in Grand Haven in May 16, 1859 [1858] 

to Simon and Helena Yonker Baar.  The third of their 

four children, Jacob grew up in Grand Haven.  He was a 

clerk in George W. Millerôs hardware store for five 

years, and he was in the employ of George E. Hubbard, 

Grand Haven hardware dealer, until 1880, when he was 

elected to the office of Registrar of Deeds of Ottawa 

County for four years.  After leaving the office Jacob 

embarked in the real estate business.  In 1892 he 

advertised the availability of ñReal Estate and Loansò 

from his office at 136 Washington, and added, 

ñDesirable Property in farms and wild lands for sale or 

exchange.ò  Jacob was a member of the Reformed 

Church, for three terms was Director in his school 

district, and he was staunchly Democratic.  He was 

Mayor of Grand Haven from 1898 to 1899 and 

Postmaster from 1894 to 1898.  In 1900 Jacob and his 

family moved to Chicago, where he was appointed 

American Consul to The Netherlands and arranged for 

The Netherlands exhibit at the Worldôs Fair [Century of 

Progress] in Chicago in 1932.  He was employed by the 

Davis Scale Company in Chicago.  Residing with the 

Baars were their daughters Gertrude and Katherine, and 

Gertrudeôs husband.  Jacob and Henry Baar were 

brothers. 

In September, 1878 Jacob married Hattie, daughter of 

Abraham [Abram] and Sarah Slaghuis of Grand Haven.  

Hattie lived from 1857 to about January 24, 1939.  The 

Baars had four children, all born in Grand Haven, 

including Ella, who was born in 1879; Helena, also born 

in 1879; Gertrude [Gertruda] Evans, born in 1881; and 

Katherine ñKitty,ò who was born in 1885 and married 

Stickney Seymour.  The Baar home on Third Street in 

Grand Haven had a large lawn with huge maple trees 

and choice shrubbery.  Jacob died in Chicago in April, 

1949.  He was buried at Lake Forest Cemetery with his 

wife and other family members.  [Portrait and 

Biographical Record of Muskegon and Ottawa County 

Michigan, pp. 290-291, Tribune obituary, April, 1949, 

and ñGuide To The Hume-Hackley Papers.ò] 

Simon Baar [Barr]  [1830-1901] 

Born in March, 1830 [1829] in The Netherlands, Simon 

Baar married Helena ñLenaò Yonker, who also was born 

in The Netherlands in May, 1828.  She died about 

October 8, 1911 and was buried at Lake Forest 

Cemetery.  In 1855 they immigrated to the United 

States.  They first settled in Chicago, but moved from 

there to Kalamazoo and in 1857 came to Grand Haven, 

where they continued to reside. Simon was classified as 

ñgardenerò in the 1880 census.  They had five children, 

including a daughter Altje ñAlice,ò who was born in The 

Netherlands in 1852 and married Folgert Van Zanten of 

Grand Haven; Johanna ñAnnaò [Joan], who was born in 

Illinois in 1854, married Cornelius Glerum, and moved 

to Kenosha, Wisconsin; Jacob, born in Grand Haven on 

May 16, 1859; Henry, who was born in Grand Haven in 

1853 and apparently died before 1862; and a second 

Henry, born about 1862 in Grand Haven.  Living with 
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the family in 1870 was Jacobôs widowed mother, 

Johanna, who was born in The Netherlands around 1798.  

Simon died June 27, 1901 in Grand Haven and also was 

buried at Lake Forest.  [Portrait and Biographical 

Record of Muskegon and Ottawa Counties Michigan, p. 

288, and Tribune obituary, June 27, 1901.] 

Edward M. Baas  [1911-2003] 

In May, 1943 Ed Baas left his hometown of Grand 

Rapids and moved to Grand Haven as owner and 

Proprietor of the well-established Big Store at 100 North 

Third.  Accompanying him were his wife, Ruth 

Dornbos, and their son, Gary.  Eddie and Ruth were 

married in Grand Rapids on October 9, 1936.  Gary 

joined his father at the Big Store in 1964 and in 1970 

changed the business name to Baasô Store for Men.  Ed 

retired in 1979.  He and his wife were members of the 

Second Christian Reformed Church, where he was 

Deacon and Sunday school teacher.  He was a member 

of the Kiwanis Club, Spring Lake Country Club, and 

Chamber of Commerce; he served on the United Way 

Fund Board and was fund drive Chairman; and he served 

on the Grand Haven Christian School Board and was a 

Director of Security First Bank [Fifth Third].  Eddie died 

in Zeeland on May 19, 2003.  Margaret lived from June 

25, 1913 to February 24, 1992.  Both were buried at 

Lake Forest Cemetery.  Their children were Gary L., 

Sarah, and David W.  Ed and Ruth resided at 18141 

Holcomb Hills Road in Grand Haven Township. 

Albert H. Babcock  [1877-1912] 

Born in February, 1877, Albert Babcock owned a boat 

repair shop and offered marine fuel at a place on Spring 

Lake called Babcockôs Landing, near the foot of Jackson 

Street.  He also was a watch maker, jeweler, and optician 

in Spring Lake, and he sold electrical supplies for boats 

and automobiles.  His wife, Celestine, was born in 

France in November, 1878.  In 1900 the couple resided 

in Chester Township.  Albert died in 1912 and was 

buried at Spring Lake Cemetery. 

Charles Babcock  [1882-1960] 

Charles Babcock raised stock and sold farm implements.  

His 42-acre farm was located in Section 12 of Olive 

Township.  Charles, the son of George and Barbara 

Walder Babcock, was born on June 16, 1882 and died on 

September 12, 1960.  His wife, Margaret, the daughter 

of Alfred and Mary Wolder [Walter] Wabbel, was born 

on January 27, 1883 and died on January 4, 1959.  Three 

of their sons died as infants.  Both Babcocks were buried 

at West Olive Cemetery with other family members. 

Earl Hamilton Babcock  [1886-1966] 

Earl Babcock was born on December 30, 1886 in 

Britton, Michigan.  He was the son of Laban A. 

Babcock, who was born near Sylvania, Ohio, and Addie 

M. Underwood.  Earlôs father was a cooper by trade. 

Earlôs grandfather, Henry Babcock, who was born in 

New York and died in Ohio, also was a cooper by trade.  

About 1880 the Babcocks moved to Britton where Laban 

operated a stave mill and general store.  Laban and 

Addie also had a daughter, Myrtle.  Myrtle married 

Warren D. Byrum, a farmer in Leslie.  Laban died in 

1911 and Addie married S. S. Main.  Earl graduated 

from Britton High School and from Michigan State 

Normal College in Ypsilanti, where he received a 

Bachelor of Arts in 1922 and a Master of Arts in 1929 

from the University of Michigan.  In 1939 he was given 

an honorary Master of Education from Michigan State 

Normal College.  He also attended Columbia University 

Graduate School.  He taught two years in rural schools.  

From 1909 to 1912 he was principal of Fremont High 

School, from 1912 to 1915 he was Superintendent of 

Newaygo Schools, and between 1915 and 1923 he was 

Superintendent of Fremont Schools. In 1923 he became 

Superintendent of Grand Haven Public Schools, a post 

he held until his retirement in 1951.  He was President of 

the Michigan Education Association in 1938; Chairman 

of the Special Michigan Education Association in 1925; 

Chairman of the 4
th
 District in 1928; Michigan 

Education Association Director at-large from 1929 to 

1932; Chairman of the Journal Planning Commission in 

1933-34; and President of the Michigan Education 

Association Department of City Superintendents in 

1934-35.  Earl was independent in politics and was a 

member of the Blue Lodge of the Free and Accepted 

Masons, Scottish Rite Consistory, National Education 

Association, American Association of School 

Administrators, Kappa Phi Alpha, Rotary Club, Spring 

Lake Country Club, Lame Duck Hunt Club, Ottawa 

County Chapter of Citizens Historical Association, the 

Grand Haven Stag Club, and the Presbyterian Church. 

On July 24, 1912, Earl married Hazel O. Exelby of 

Britton.  She was the daughter of Walter L. Exelby, a 

farmer, and Jennie Gibson.  The Babcocks had two 

children.  The first was Earl Paul, born May 19, 1913. 

Their other child was Richard Exelby, who was born 

August 15 1916 and became a metallurgical engineer 

from the University of Michigan.  The Babcocks lived at 

315 Woodlawn.  Earl died about December 21, 1966 and 

was buried at Lake Forest Cemetery.  Hazel was born on 

October 6, 1889 and died in Grand Haven on February 

15, 1984.  She, too, was buried at Lake Forest.  [Citizens 

Historical Association Manuscript.] 

Earl Paul Babcock  [1913-1982] 

Earl, born in Fremont, Michigan, was the son of Earl and 

Hazel O. Exelby Babcock. Young Earl was born May 

19, 1913 and died in October, 1982.  He was employed 

as Purchasing Agent by the Challenge Machinery 

Company.  He married Helen Clark, and they had one 
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child, Barbara Ann.  The Babcocks resided at 414 

Duncan Court. 

Eugene F. Babcock  [1923-1985] 

Born in Grand Haven on September 13, 1923, Gene was 

the son of Cecil Babcock.  He attended Hope College 

and graduated from Western Michigan University.  Gene 

served in the U.S. Navy in WWII .  He served as the first 

Mayor of Ferrysburg for seven years; was employed at 

Challenge Machinery Company for 32 years as an 

industrial engineer; served as volunteer fireman for 20 

years; belonged to St. Johnôs Episcopal Church; was a 

member of the Ferrysburg Planning Commission; and 

joined the Supervisors Club, Industrial Engineers 

Society, Masons, Eastern Star, American Legion, Boy 

Scouts, Red Cross Board, and the Republican Party.  

Gene married Margaret Clark in Muskegon on July 22, 

1950.  Margaret, the daughter of Fred L. and Ethel Jupp 

Clark, was born in Flint, Michigan on March 19, 1923.  

The Babcocks had five sons: Gerald of Mackinac Island; 

James of Ann Arbor; John of Fremont, California; Mark 

of Bay City; and Robert.  The family resided at 16789 

Lake View in Spring Lake.  Gene died in Grand Haven 

on May 23, 1985 and was buried at Spring Lake 

Cemetery.  Margaret passed away on July 6. 2008.  

[Tribune obituary, May 24, 1985.] 

Isaak [Isaac] Gasner Babcock  [1883- ?] 

The son of Fred and Cecelia Babcock, Isaak was born in 

Spring Lake on September 20, 1883.  An employee of 

Johnston Bros., where he worked as as a boilermaker, 

Isaak resided with his wife, Florence, at 108 East 

Savidge in the early 1900s.  In 1925 they moved to 114 

East Savidge.  Florence was born in Canada about 1880.  

The Babcocks had a daughter, Cecilia, who was born in 

Michigan about 1904.  Ike and Florence died after 1950. 

Joseph Bachunas  [1893-1969] 

A resident of Berrien County, Joseph Bachunas was 

born on May 10, 1893.  He bought the Spring Lake 

resort Prospect Point in 1941.  He also operated the 

Macatawa Hotel near Holland and Tabor Farm near 

Benton Harbor.  In 1953 he sold Prospect Point to 

Weldon Brummels of Grand Rapids.  Joseph died in 

Berrien County in January, 1969. 

Donald Badcon  [1918-2001] 

Donald was born in Ludington on August 19, 1918, the 

son of Harry J. and Margaret McKenzie Badcon, who 

were resident of Grand Haven by 1930.  On August 3, 

1956 in Grand Haven he married Winifred, the daughter 

of John E. and Ella Osterburg Mieras.  Donald received 

a Bachelor of Arts degree from the University of 

Michigan in 1940 and served with the Army in Europe 

during WWII .  From 1953 to 1983 he was Sports Editor 

for the Grand Haven Tribune.  He belonged to the 

United Methodist Church..  Don headed a successful 

effort to organize the Tri-Cities Kidsô Baseball League 

in 1954.  Don also was a charter member of the YMCA, 

assisted in bringing that organization to Grand Haven, 

and served on its first Board of Directors, organized in 

1963.  He and his wife resided at 404 Leggat.  After 

retiring from the Tribune the Badcons moved to 

Freedom Village in Holland.  Donald died on March 24, 

2001.  [Tribune obituary, March 26, 2001.] 

William F. Bading  [1850-1916] 

About January 1, 1907, William Bading opened a 

machine repair shop at 628 Washington, where he also 

resided.  Previously he was employed by the Challenge 

Machinery Company and the American Brass Novelty 

Company.  He also had worked in Chicago, where he 

was Foreman in a bicycle manufacturing plant and he 

had formed a partnership to open the Harmony Company 

in Chicago for the production of guitars, mandolins, 

drums, and other musical instruments.  Also in 1907 

William became Proprietor of the Riverview House at 10 

Franklin.  His wife, Louise, was born in Germany in 

February, 1841 and died on August 27, 1901.  They 

came to the United States in 1877.  Their children were 

Lucy, born in Austria in April, 1873; Eva, born in 

Michigan in March, 1892; and Florence, born in Illinois 

in November, 1894.  On November 1, 1902 in Grand 

Haven, William married Fredrika [Frederika] Dronian 

Stittgen, who was born in Germany about 1860 and died 

about May 5, 1904.  William, born in Austria in 

November, 1850, died about December 18, 1916 and 

was buried at Lake Forest Cemetery with Louise and 

Fredrika. 

Henry C. Baehre [Bahre]  [1837-1871] 

Henry Baehre was born in Germany about June 16 [July 

16], 1837 and died on January 26, 1871.  He was buried 

at Lake Forest Cemetery.  After Henryôs death, his wife, 

Mary [Anna], opened a boarding house at their home, 

located at 709 Franklin Street in Grand Haven.  Mary 

was born in New York on September 6, 1843 and died in 

Grand Haven on January 31, 1933.  She was buried with 

her husband at Lake Forest.  Interred with them was a 

son, Roland A., who lived from 1867 to January 9, 1891.  

They also had two daughters, Julia E., born in 

September, 1866 [1865], and Ida, born in Grand Haven 

in1868. 

Harry Baggott  [1891-1955] 

Born in Grand Haven on November 19, 1891, Harry was 

the son of Samuel and Elida Baggott of Grand Haven.  

After the death of his parents when he was quite young, 

Harry was adopted by Samuel and Mary Kimball of 

Grand Haven.  Harry was a gas company employee for 

33 years, retiring on December 20, 1954.  He was a 

WWI veteran, serving with the Polar Bear unit in Russia 
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and in Calumet on mine strike duty.  Harry was past 

commander of the Veterans of Foreign Wars, Sgt. Alvin 

Jonker Post.  He was a member of the Second Reformed 

Church and the Masons.  On Sept 27, 1922 Harry 

married Clara Bouwman.  Their children included 

Glenn, who was in the Army, and Norman, who was 

killed in a motorcycle accident near Holland in 1949.  

Harry died at his home at 523 Butler Street in Grand 

Haven on March 21, 1955 and was buried at Lake Forest 

Cemetery. Clara was born on May 30, 1897 and died in 

Grand Haven on February 3, 1991.  Harry and Clara 

were buried at Lake Forest Cemetery. [Tribune obituary, 

March 22, 1955.] 

Samuel Baggott [Baggett/Baggatt]  [1862-1896] 

Samuel Baggott, born in England on August 23, 1862, 

was listed as a ñrailroaderò in the 1893 Compendium.  

His wife, Elida, lived from March 7, 1855 to December 

28, 1896, and Samuel died on December 21, 1896.  Both 

were buried at Lake Forest Cemetery.  A daughter, 

Carrie, who was born on March 1, 1885, died on 

September 23 two years later, and was buried at Lake 

Forest with her parents.  Another daughter, Laone, was 

born about 1893.  They also had two sons, William 

David born on November 1, 1889, and Harry Joseph, 

born on November 19, 1891. 

Charles Bahr  [1856-1936] 

Charles and Adeline ñLenaò Bahr were married in 

Germany just prior to immigrating to the United States 

in 1881.  Lena was born in Germany about 1862.  Their 

children were William, born in September, 1884, and 

Catherine, born in 1888.  The family resided at 620 

North Fifth Street.  Charles was listed in the 1900 census 

as a farmer and in 1920 as a gardener.  Lena died about 

February 26, 1922, and Charles about December 9, 

1936.  Both were buried at Lake Forest Cemetery.  

Catherine married Frederick Fink. 

Isaac Edward Bailey  [@1829-1921] 

Isaac Edward Baileyôs obituary noted that he resided in 

Grand Haven.  According to the article, which appeared 

in the Grand Rapids Press around December 26, 1921, 

the date of Isaacôs death, he ñbroke away from his 

ownerôs plantation in Essex County, Virginia, the state 

in which he was born, and in 1852, when he was about 

23 years old, Isaac made his way by the óunderground 

railwayô to Canada.ò  He enlisted in Company A of the 

102
nd

 Colored Infantry in Grand Rapids on January 30, 

1865.  A resident of Ionia at the time of enlistment, he 

was listed as 36 years old, and his occupation was given 

as ostler [variant of hostler], someone who looks after 

guestsô horses at an inn.  [Isaacôs death certificate cited 

July 4, 1816 as his date of birth, which would have made 

him 49 at the time of his enlistment.]  Isaac was 

discharged on September 30, 1865.  He filed for an 

invalidôs pension on November 4, 1890, and on May 11, 

1891, while living in Detroit, he applied again.  On May 

24, 1867 he married Clarissa Ann Bardley in Grand 

Haven, with Reverend John B. Fisk of the 

Congregational Church officiating.  Clarissa filed for a 

widowôs pension shortly after her husbandôs death.  Also 

African American, she was born in Marion, 

Pennsylvania in 1848 [cited elsewhere as July 4, 1850] 

and moved with her family first to London, Canada, and 

then to Grand Haven.  Although the name Bardley does 

not appear in the censuses for Grand Haven, the name 

Barley does.  Included in the Barley household in the 

1870 census was Clara [a name also used by Clarissa], 

born in Pennsylvania about 1847.  Other family 

members in the census were Isaac Barley, born in 

Virginia about 1826, Marid, born about 1866 in 

Michigan, and Isaac II, born about February, 1870, also 

in Michigan.  There was no explanation for the family 

using Clarissaôs maiden name instead of Isaacôs.  In the 

1880 census Isaac was living in Grand Rapids, working 

as a laborer.  His age was given as 65.  Isaac then 

disappears from view until his death notice in 1921.  In a 

letter dated June 2, 1929, Clarissa refers to her sister, 

Celess who married a Bennett.  A Celeste Bourdley 

married Virgil Bennett of Grand Haven [see above], and 

she must be the sister Clarissa refers to.  Clarissa in 1930 

was still living in Grand Rapids, where she shared a 

house with her granddaughterôs family.  Also living in 

the house was Clarissaôs daughter, Minnie Harris, who 

was born in Michigan about 1865.  Minnie married 

Jerome Harris in Grand Rapids on October 4, 1888.  

Minnieôs presumed birth year matches that of Marid, 

who appeared in the 1870 census.  Isaac the father was 

buried at Oak Hill Cemetery in Grand Rapids, but his 

headstone does not indicate the date of death. 

Joseph Bailly [Bailey]  [1774-1835] 

Of French ancestry and a native of Canada, where he 

was born in 1774, Joseph Bailly became a fur trader who 

worked out of Grand Haven between 1808 [1821] and 

1822.  Joseph first married Angelique McGulpin, a 

Native American [Ottawa], who was born in Michigan 

in 1776.  They were divorced, and Joseph then married 

Marie Le Fevre de la Vigne.  Marie was born in 

Michigan in 1783 and died in 1866. A descendant, 

Carolee Bailly Nyborg of Veradale, Washington, said 

that several of Josephôs and Angeliqueôs children were 

born in Grand Haven [ñLittle Fortò], including Alexis C. 

Bailly, who was born on September 14, 1798.  They also 

had a daughter, Sophie, born in March, 1807.  Lil lie 

recorded that the fur trader built a post on the Grand 

River and another one on Muskegon Lake in 1830 and 

later sold it to Louis Benjamin Badeau, who appeared in 

the 1835 Ottawa County census.  Louis was born in 

Canada in 1815 and was buried at Sand Creek Cemetery 
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in Newaygo County.  Joseph died in Baillytown, Indiana 

on December 1, 1835. 

Warner Baird I  [1885-1984] 

Born in Chicago on March 25, 1885 Warner was the son 

of Wyllys Baird who, in 1883, married Olivia, daughter 

of Oliver Bourne Green.  Warner was the grandson of 

Lyman Baird, who owned and managed the Baird & 

Bradley real estate office located at 90 La Salle Street in 

Chicago, which was destroyed in the great fire of 1871, 

but rebuilt afterwards.  As a mortgage bank, the firm 

obtained funds from investors in the East and helped 

rebuild Chicago after the fire. Warner first came to 

Spring Lake when he was a college student.  He 

graduated with a Bachelor of Science degree from 

Cornell University in 1908.  After 1965 his residence 

was in Geneva, Illinois and he summered at his home at 

Orchard Point Estates on the west shore of Spring Lake 

[18720 West Spring Lake Road], the former Ferndale 

Resort.  He was associated with his grandfatherôs real 

estate firm for 67 years.  Warner was President from 

1928 to 1963 and Chairman of the Board until his death.  

In 1975 he was designated Realtor Emeritus by the 

National Association of Realtors. 

On January 14, 1913 in Evanston, Illinois, Warner 

married Julia L. Dole, a graduate of Smith College. She 

was born in Illinois on March 3, 1887. The couple had 

four children, all born in Illinois: John Wyllys Baird, 

who was born about 1916 and succeeded his father as 

President of Baird & Bradley; Katherine, who was born 

about 1917 and married Herbert Hansen of Vero Beach, 

Florida and Cazenovia, New York; Warner G. Baird II, 

who was born July 4, 1918, became Vice President and 

Treasurer, and died in August, 1981; and Olive, who was 

born about 1924 and married Neil McKay of Geneva, 

Illinois.  In 1974 Warner gave Spring Lake $100,000 to 

finance a library and the Warner Baird Library in Spring 

Lake was named for him. Warner died on February 8, 

1984 and was buried in Geneva, Illinois.  Julia passed 

away the following August 15.  [Tribune obituary, 

February 9, 1984, and Tribune articles, ñFamily gives 

$100,000 to SL Twp.,ò December 10, 1976, and ñWB 

family in Great Chicago fire,ò April 3, 1978.] 

William B. Bair d  [@1817- ?] 

William Baird, born in Scotland about 1817, managed 

the Michigan Exchange in Muir, at the base of Dewey 

Hill.  Muir lost its importance when the railroad moved 

its depot to the Grand Haven side of the Grand River in 

1870.  By 1880 he was listed as a sailor.  On September 

10, 1845 in Scotland, William married Ann Jane [Jean] 

Smith, who was born in Ireland about 1833.  They 

moved to Grand Haven by way of New York State.  On 

August 26, 1861, William enlisted as Private in 

Company L of the 1
st
 Michigan Cavalry.  He was 

discharged for disability on October 9 the next year and 

applied for an invalidôs Civil War pension on September 

5, 1883.  The Bairdsô children were John, born around 

1853 in Scotland, Hercules, born about 1858, also in 

Scotland, and William, born about 1866 in Michigan.  

The family resided on Fulton Street. 

Geraldine I. vanden Berg Bakale  [1921-2003] and 

Paul J. Bakale  [1919-2004] 

Geraldine, the daughter of Theodore and Edith M. 

Dreese vanden Berg of Ferrysburg, was born on July 24, 

1921.  She married Paul J. Bakale on October 18, 1941.  

Paul was born on March 10, 1919 and raised in 

Robinson Township.  His parents were Ivan and Luba C. 

Bakale.  Paul became Field Supervisor for Sta-Rand 

Enterprises.  Geraldine and Paul resided at 15241 Lake 

Avenue in Grand Haven Township.  Their children were 

Linda, who first married Wallace Schroeder of Grand 

Haven and later Ray Mieras; Larry and Roger.  

Geraldine attended the Second Reformed Church.  She 

passed away in Muskegon on January 31, 2003, and Paul 

died in Grand Haven on May 24, 2004.  [Tribune 

obituary, February 1, 2003.]  

Baker 

See also Bakker. 

Alfred  S. Baker  [1846-@1926] 

Alfred Baker was a farmer in Section 12 of Olive 

Township in the 1890s.  He was born in Indiana in June, 

1846.  On March 5, 1864 he enlisted as Private in 

Company F of the 42
nd

 Indiana Infantry. He was 

mustered out on July 21 the next year.  He married 

Rebecca A. Bowers about 1870.  She was born in 

Indiana in January, 1852.  Their children were Georgia 

Alberta, born August 8, 1875 in Indiana; Carrie, born 

about 1877 in Olive Township; and Emily, born on 

September 2, 1891 in Olive Township.  By 1910 they 

were residing at 107 Madison in Grand Haven.  Alfred 

became Post Commander of Weatherwax Post, No. 75, 

or the G.A.R.  He died about 1926.  On September 2, 

1926, as a resident of Michigan, Rebecca applied for a 

widowôs Civil War pension. 

Austin S. Baker  [1861-1930] 

Born in Massachusetts on August 17, 1861, Austin 

Baker came to Grand Haven in 1908 and owned and 

operated an ice cream parlor on Washington just off 

Seventh street and a candy store on the corner of 

Seventh and Fulton Streets in Grand Haven [105 North 

Seventh], where they also resided, although later they 

moved to 607 Sheldon.  For nine years prior to his death 

he was employed by the Story & Clark Piano Company.  

Baker was a member of the Maccabees and Odd 

Fellows.  His wifeôs name was Isabelle.  They had two 

children, Shirley and Clarence.  Clarence was born on 
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April 19, 1899 and moved to Muskegon.  Austin died at 

his home at 1000 Pennoyer Avenue on December 11, 

1930 and was buried at Lake Forest Cemetery.  Isabelle, 

who was born in Pennsylvania around 1873, passed 

away about February 19, 1951 and was buried with her 

husband.  [Tribune obituary, December 12, 1930.] 

Bernard W. Baker I  [1899-1983] 

Bernard Baker was born August 31, 1899 in Clessey, 

Michigan.  He owned Baker Plaza on Getty Street in 

Muskegon, and also was a sculptor and ceramist who 

exhibited at Grand Valley State Colleges and at the 

Grand Haven Community Center.  In addition Bernard 

was active in conservation causes and a member of the 

Michigan Audubon Society.  He donated a 491-acre 

ñwildlife oasisò [Bernard W. Baker Sanctuary] in Convis 

Township.  He also was a member of Lakeland Painters.  

He and his wife, Emilie, were married in 1942.  Their 

children were David J. of Berkeley, California, Don of 

Grand Rapids, and Bernard W. II of Lansing.  Bernard 

died February 2, 1983.  [Tribune obituary, February 2, 

1983.] 

Charles Baker  [1920-1991] 

Born in Chicago on July 1, 1920, Charles was the son of 

John and Isabel Baker and brother of John Douglas 

Baker of Spring Lake.  He earned a bachelorôs degree at 

Harvard College.  In WWII  he served in the Navy, 

mainly on patrols in the North Sea, and was promoted to 

Lieutenant.  After the war, Charles became an agent in 

New York City for Angela Lansbury, Jack Lemmon, 

Walter Matthau, Eva Marie Saint, and Robert Preston.  

He died in New York City on March 15, 1991.  [Tribune 

obituary, March 19, 1991.] 

Derek Baker et al 

See Bakker. 

Edwin P. Baker  [@1830-1911] 

Born about 1830 in Michigan, Edwin Baker moved to 

Grand Haven from Ypsilanti in June, 1880.  He bought 

the photography studio of Joseph T. Wixon, with studios 

over the old post office at the southeast corner of 

Washington and First Streets [100 Washington].  Edwin 

died about July 6, 1911. 

George Baker  [1844-1925] 

George Baker, a day laborer, and his wife Anjes ñAnna,ò 

immigrated to the United States from The Netherlands in 

1869 when they were in their mid-twenties.  George was 

born on August 11, 1845, and Anna was born on 

December 22, 1844.  A daughter, Jennie, was born in 

May, 1878 and a son, Tony George, was born on 

November 28, 1883.  The family lived in Spring Lake.  

Around 1920 Tony owned a store on Savidge Street and 

resided on Liberty with his widowed father and sister.  

George died about November 13 1925, Anna about 

October 14, 1908, Tony around February 16, 1945, and 

Jennie about February 24, 1961.  All four were buried at 

Spring Lake Cemetery. 

John Douglas Baker [1918-2007] 

Born on July 1, 1918 in Grand Haven, Doug was the son 

of John and Isabel Adams Baker.  In 1941 he graduated 

from Antioch College at Yellow Springs, Ohio at which 

time he worked for the Currier Lumber Co. in Detroit 

and wrote for the magazine Wood Construction and 

Building Materials.  In 1943 he graduated from Harvard 

Business School.  In 1946, following four years serving 

as supply officer on the ship Otus during WWII, he 

joined the family business, D. Baker & Sons, and 

purchased his brother Charlesô shares in the company.  

In 1949 he purchased the remaining shares in the 

company from his aunts, Della Steininger and Harriet 

Prins, and by January 1, 1950, he was the sole owner of 

the business. 

Doug was a clarinetist and saxophonist who played with 

the West Shore Symphony Orchestra.  Doug was 

instrumental in ushering in the Big Band Era in the 

Grand Haven area. He was first chair clarinet in Grand 

Haven High Schoolôs band and orchestra, and went on to 

play saxophone in Don Waarner's band.  He became an 

investor and later vice president of the Bilmar Resort on 

Treasure Island, Florida, owned by his friend Russ Baltz, 

and played Dixieland music there on Sunday afternoons. 

He married Katherine Hall, also a student at Antioch, on 

August 31, 1941.  They had four children: Rachel Ann, 

born on May 2, 1944; John Dickinson, who was born on 

June 16, 1947 and became President of the company; 

Bruce Winship, born on June 28, 1949; and Virginia, 

born on April 8, 1952.  John passed away in 2007.  

[Tribune articles, ñDB Becomes Owner of Lumber 

YardòMarch 11, 1950, and ñBaker and Baltz families are 

close,ò June 21, 1989.] 

Jan ñJohnò [James] Baker [Bakker]  [1834-1914] 

John Baker was born in The Netherlands in March, 

1834.  He came to Grand Haven in 1871 and was a 

commercial fisherman, one of the early industries of 

Grand Haven.  His wife, Marie [Maria], was born 

September 14, 1835 [1834].  Their children included 

William, born in 1862; Tony, born in 1863; Jacob, who 

was born in 1864, remained in the area as a businessman 

and later as a grocer in Grand Rapids, and died in May, 

1923; Johannes, born in 1865; Cornelius, born in 

December, 1866 [1865]; J. Anna, born in January, 1867 

[1868]; Henry, born in January, 1868 [1869]; Adrianna, 

born in 1869; Johanna, born in 1870; Frank, born on 

January 17, 1874; Amelia, born on June 10, 1875; 

Gertrude, who was born on April  16, 1878 and became 

City Clerk for the City of Grand Haven; and Jennie, who 
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was born in 1873, married John Klaassen and moved to 

Grand Rapids.  All the children except the last three 

were born in The Netherlands.  The Bakers resided at 

731 Columbus. John died on November 12, 1914. Marie 

died March 13, 1921 and was buried at Lake Forest 

Cemetery with her husband and other family members.  

[Tribune article, January 4, 1900, ñJacob Baker Loses 

Business to Fireò and Tribune obituary, November 14, 

1914.] 

Tony J. Baker  [@1863ï1953] 

Tony was born in The Netherlands about 1863 and came 

to Grand Haven with his parents, John and Marie Baker, 

in 1871.  Tony and his brother William opened a grocery 

store on Fulton Street about 1895.  Then in 1904 they 

erected a new structure at 109-111 Seventh Street, and 

opened a dry goods and grocery store called the Peopleôs 

Mercantile Company, which included Edward Mollôs 

Shoe Store.  Tony was President and in charge of the dry 

goods. 

On November 20, 1901 Tony married Sena Boer in 

Chicago.  They lived at 109 North Seventh. Sena was the 

daughter of Jan and Lammigye [Lammechien] Jans Van 

Dam Boer and the sister of John Boer of Grand Haven.  

She was born in 1868, died about March 27, 1963, and 

was buried at Lake Forest Cemetery.  Tony passed away 

about February 14, 1953, and also was buried at Lake 

Forest. 

William Chapman Baker II  [1809-1901] 

Born on April 27, 1809 in Natchez, Mississippi, William 

Baker was at one time the oldest living graduate of 

Princeton, having been one of four to divide second 

honors at Princeton in 1825.  For a time he was engaged 

in cotton trade down south and later was associated with 

his father, William Chapman Baker I, who was a 

wealthy silk merchant of New York.  Their home for 

many years was in Morristown, New Jersey, where 

William I shared his wealth.  During the Civil War he 

provided an entire New Jersey regiment with rubber 

blankets.  He established a seminary for young women 

and was instrumental in giving Morristown its first gas 

illumination system through his personal efforts and 

funds. 

On June 23, 1842 in Detroit, William II married Kate, 

the daughter of Robert and Emma Elizabeth Sullivan 

Stuart.  Kate was born in Michilmackinac on July 21, 

1820. They had six children, none born in Michigan: 

Mary Stuart, who was born in New Orleans on April 14, 

1843, married William Newton Ladue in Morristown, 

New Jersey on September 19, 1867, and passed away in 

Mount Vernon, New York on May 2, 1936; Elizabeth 

Emma, who was born in New Orleans on November 9, 

1845, married her first cousin and step-brother, Robert 

Stuart Turner, and died in Mount Vernon, New York on 

July 21, 1923; Sarah Morris, who was born in Chicago 

on November 24, 1847 and died in Morristown four 

years later; Eliza Wardell, who was born Skaneateles, 

New York on August 8, 1849 and died in Minneapolis 

on July 26, 1928;  Looe, who was born in Morristown, 

New Jersey on July 29, 1851, married Elizabeth 

Saunders, resided in Chatham County, Georgia with his 

wife  and children, and died near Savannah, Georgia on 

April 26, 1911; and Kate Stuart, who was born in 

Morristown on April 26, 1853 and died in Minneapolis 

on February 21, 1878. 

Kate died in Morristown, New Jersey on October 4, 

1853. William then married his sister-in-law, Mary 

Elizabeth Stuart Turner, on April 18, 1856 in Detroit. 

Mary.  The widow of Dr. George Franklin Turner, Mary 

was born in New York City on June 27, 1814. Robert 

Stuart Turner, who married Elizabeth Emma Baker, was 

their son.  Mary passed away in Minneapolis on June 4, 

1878.  William and Mary had one son, William C. III, 

who was born in Morristown, New Jersey, on January 

15, 1858. 

In 1872 William II  and Mary moved to Minneapolis, 

Minnesota, where they resided with William III  and his 

family. On June 4, 1878, Mary died in Minneapolis.  By 

1880 William III, Frederika, Robert S., and the Looe 

born in 1851 were living in Spring Lake Village.  By the 

late 1800s William II owned a 45-acre fruit farm located 

on Spring Lake at Point Stuart, just east of todayôs 

Spring Lake Yacht Club [Sections 10 and 15 of Spring 

Lake Township].  In the winters, he joined the Howletts 

at their home in Grand Rapids, and in the summers the 

Howletts took up residence at Point Stuart.  William was 

one of the original incorporators of the Highland Park 

Association in 1886.  Through his father, William 

became personally acquainted with General Lafayette of 

France and visited and was entertained by the Marquis 

on his trips abroad.  Also, while in New York City, 

William became acquainted with Cornelius Vanderbilt, 

who built a railroad empire.  Another acquaintance was 

Samuel Morse, inventor of the Morse code, whom he 

met while aboard the ship Sully on its way back from 

Europe to New York.  William was a member of the 

Episcopal Church in Spring Lake and the Westminster 

Presbyterian Church in Grand Rapids. He died on 

February 2, 1901 in Grand Rapids.  Bakers interred in 

the Howlett-Loutit Mausoleum at Lake Forest Cemetery 

were Robert Stuart Baker, who died on April 8, 1915, 

and his wife, Lulu D., who was born on January 4, 1881 

and died on August 17, 1958.  [Tribune obituary, 

February 4, 1901.] 

William Chapman Baker III  [1858 -1887] 

The son of William C. and Mary Elizabeth Stuart Turner 

Baker, William III was born in Morristown, New Jersey, 

on January 15, 1858.  He married Frederika Matilda 
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Schneider in Minneapolis on November 17, 1877, and 

died in Spring Lake on August 26, 1887.  Frederika was 

born in St. Paul, Minnesota on January 11, 1861.  

William and Frederika had two sons: Robert, who was 

born in Michigan on November 17, 1879, and Looe, who 

was born in Detroit on February 10, 1884, married, and 

settled in Minneapolis.  After Williamôs death, Frederika 

married Nelson Howlett of Grand Haven. 

William J. Baker  [ 1862-1933] 

Born in The Netherlands in November, 1862 [1861], 

William came to Grand Haven with his parents, John 

and Marie Baker, in 1871.  William and his brother Tony 

opened a grocery store on Fulton Street about 1895.  

Then in 1904 they erected a new structure at 109-111 

Seventh Street, and opened a dry goods and grocery 

store called the Peopleôs Mercantile Company, which 

also included Edward Mollôs Shoe Store.  William was 

Secretary and Vice President and was in charge of the 

grocery department. 

William was Alderman from 1899 to 1901 and served on 

the Grand Haven City Council during the formation of 

the Grand Rapids, Grand Haven, & Muskegon 

Interurban.  He was a member of a well-known quartet, 

which sang in the Second Reformed Church for 36 

years.  In 1893 he married Clara Van Hoef in Grand 

Haven. Clara, who was born in Michigan in April, 1862, 

had a sister Dirkje ñDelia,ò who married Jurrien Ball, 

and a brother Andrew, who was a commercial fisherman 

in Grand Haven.  One of the Bakerôs children, Marion, 

who was born about 1902, became a teacher in local 

schools.  The family lived at 128 Elliott and later at 515 

Clinton Street. Clara died in 1910.  William died on 

March 17, 1933 and was buried at Lake Forest Cemetery 

with his wife.  [Tribune obituary, March 18, 1933.] 

William T. Baker I  [1867-1931] 

Born February 28, 1867 in The Netherlands, the son of 

Teunis Baker, William came with his family to Grand 

Haven when he was three and later worked in a sawmill.  

In his youth he moved to Muskegon, where for many 

years he was connected with the W. D. Hardy & 

Company Department Store.  He returned to Grand 

Haven in 1901 and became associated with Beaudry & 

Company, then located at 224 Washington. An avid 

sports enthusiast, he sponsored a baseball team called 

the Beaudry Boys. About 1920 he sold his interest in 

Beaudryôs and organized his own store, Baker & Baker, 

selling floor coverings and draperies. 

In 1891 William married Dora Vogel, who was born in 

1868.  Their children were T. Frederic, who was born 

about 1892 and relocated to Englewood, New Jersey; 

Barbara Adrian [Ada], who was born about 1893 and 

married Clarence N. Vyn, originally from Grand Haven 

and later a dentist in Detroit; Bess, who was born about 

1896 and married Charles Robinson; and William T. 

Baker II, who was born about 1897 and married Helen 

Van Oorde of Ferrysburg.  William and Dora resided at 

107 South Seventh Street.  Dora died in April, 1941 and 

was buried at Lake Forest Cemetery.  William I died 

January 16, 1931 and was buried at Lake Forest with 

other family members.  His granddaughter said he was a 

ñfine Christian man and a great trickster.ò  [Tribune 

obituary, January 16, 1931.] 

Derk [Dirk] W. Bakker [Baker]  [1842-1925]  

Derk, the son of William [Willem] and Etje [Ettje] 

Bakker, was born in The Netherlands in January, 1842 

[1844].  In the censuses of 1850 and 1870 he was living 

with his parents, who owned acreage in Sections 14 and 

15 in Olive Township.  William was born in The 

Netherlands on April 3, 1800 and died on August 25, 

1876.  Etje, who was born on March 27, 1807 in The 

Netherlands, died on May 15, 1880 and was buried in 

Lake Forest Cemetery.  They had at least six children 

beside Derk. 

In 1870 Derk was employed at a sawmill.  The next 

year, with his brother Jeltz, he began the Derk Bakker 

Sawmill at the foot of Third Street, just south of the 

Boyden & Akeley Shingle Mill.  It had a capacity of 

40,000 board feet a day.  By 1893 the business name 

was Bakker & Son, although it was listed as D. Baker in 

an advertisement in the 1908 Directory.  After the mill 

burned down in 1894, Derk started to supply lumber to 

local builders.  By the early 1900s the family spelled its 

name ñBaker.ò  About 1912, he and his son John 

purchased eight lots from Charles and Lizzie Shupe on 

Pennoyer Street, whose land had been used for raising 

berries.  On that site the Bakkers built D. Bakker & Son 

Lumber Company at 722 Pennoyer.  When Derkôs son 

John died in 1920, he resumed control of his lumber 

business.  He hired Martin Boon as Manager.  Boon, an 

employee of the lumber company for more than 50 

years, worked with another Bakker son, Doug, and later 

with Dougôs sons, Dick and Bruce.  Derk was on the 

Board of Directors of Peoples Savings Bank of Grand 

Haven in 1920. 

On April 27, 1886 Derk married Sena [Lina] Lamann 

[Lamen] in Grand Haven.  She was born in Germany on 

March 12, 1860, and came to America when she was 18.  

After living in Holland and Fremont, she came to Grand 

Haven.  Derk and Sena had three children: John D., born 

on March 15, 1887; Della [Dora] who was born in 

November, 1891, married George Steininger, and moved 

to Brooklyn, New York; and Harriet [Henrietta], who 

was born in May, 1897, married Henry Prins, and moved 

to Lyon County, Iowa.  Derk also had a son, William D., 

by an earlier marriage, who was born about 1875. The 

Derk Bakker family resided at 208 Franklin Street.  Sena 

died around August 11, 1941 and was buried at Lake 
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Forest Cemetery.  Derk died about July 4, 1925 and was 

buried at Lake Forest with his wife and other family 

members.  [Tribune articles, August 18, 1920, 

ñExpressions of Sympathy,ò and ñDB Becomes Owner 

of Lumber Yard.ò] 

Jeltz [Jeltze/Jellje/Jeltje] W. Bakker  [1839-1872] 

An older brother of Derk Bakker, Jeltz helped start his 

brotherôs lumberyard, Derk Bakker [Baker] & Son.  He 

married and had two children.  Born in The Netherlands 

1839, Jeltz died of smallpox on August 28, 1872 along 

with his wife, Antje, and two children.  They were 

buried in the pest house cemetery near Sheldon Road 

and Taylor Street.  Their bodies were discovered at an 

excavation site when North Ottawa Community Hospital 

expanded in 1969.  [Tribune article, October 11, 1969, 

ñTragedy Recalled by Bakers.ò] 

John Douglas Bakker I   [1887-1920] 

Born March 15, 1887, the son of Derk and Sena Lamann 

Bakker, John was associated with his father as the junior 

member of the lumber firm of Derk Bakker & Son.  He 

married Isabel G., daughter of Charles Adams of Grand 

Haven.  She was born in June, 1888 and died about 

February 19, 1951.  Their children included John 

Douglas II , born in 1918 [see John Douglas Baker], and 

Charles, born about 1919.  John I died of meningitis on 

March 16, 1920 and was buried at Lake Forest 

Cemetery, as was Isabel.  Martin Boon, who had been 

with the company since March 1 that year, took over as 

General Manager.  Isabel was a teacher in the Grand 

Haven Schools.  In 1930 she was residing at 209 North 

Fifth Street with her two sons and sister, Isabel 

Thomson.  Charles became an agent for Broadway 

theater productions in New York City.  Doug remained 

with the family lumber business in Grand Haven.  

[Tribune obituary, March 14, 1921 and Tribune article, 

March 11, 1950, ñDoug B. Becomes Owner of Lumber 

Yard.ò] 

William D. Bakker [Baker]  [@1875- ?] 

William, the son of Derk Bakker, was born about 1875.  

In the early 1900s he worked at the family lumber yard.  

He married Mattie [Matie] Farnham, the daughter of 

Byron and Bodelia Farnham and the sister of John 

Farnham.  Mattie was born about 1874.  William and 

Mattie lived at 222 Franklin.  By 1910 William and 

Mattie were residing in Battle Creek, where he 

continued to work in the lumber business.  They had two 

children. 

Melvin Baldwin   [1922-1994] 

Melvin, the son of Arthur J. Baldwin of Staples, 

Minnesota, was one of two hands to survive the sinking 

of the Coast Guard Cutter Escanaba in June, 1943.  He 

was a Boatswains Mate at the time.  Baldwin was born 

on October 21, 1922 and died August 3, 1994. 

Phineas Baldwin  [1817-1882] 

Born in Vermont on February 15, 1817, Dr. Phineas 

Baldwin opened a medical office in Spring Lake in 

1863.  He helped organize Spring Lake Baptist Church 

on December 7, 1867, and he served on the Spring Lake 

School Board.  He advertised himself as a ñBotanic 

Physician,ò one who cured with natural products.  His 

wife, Lucy, was born in New York about 1809.  Their 

son John was born in New York about 1850, and a 

daughter, Idella, was born in Wisconsin around 1860.  

Phineas died in Spring Lake on July 18, 1882. 

Hendrick ñHenryò Balgooyen [Van Balgooyen/Van 

Balgoozen]  [1823-1893] 

Henry Balgooyen was born in The Netherlands in 1823. 

He helped organize Olive Township in 1857 and was 

one of its first officers. On December 1, 1860, he took 

title to 130 acres in Section 28 of Olive Township, along 

the Lake Michigan shoreline. By 1864 he also owned 

about 80 acres in Section 4 of Grand Haven Township. 

In 1863 Henry became the first District Director of the 

Rosy Mound School. In 1880 he was listed as a railroad 

worker.  His wife, Julia, was born about 1831 in The 

Netherlands and died on December 27, 1893.  Their 

daughter, Annie, was born on December 13, 1873 and 

married James Misner of Grand Haven.  The Balgooyens 

had at least four other children, including Albert.  Albert, 

who was born about 1870 and graduated from Grand 

Haven High School in 1889, went on to become a 

Methodist clergyman in Augusta [Washetnaw County].  

At some point many members of the family dropped the 

ñVanò and were listed as ñBalgooyen.ò  Henry died on 

January 22, 1893. 

John W. Balgooyen  [1862ï1934] 

Born in The Netherlands on February 5, 1862, John 

Balgooyen for many years was Foreman at the Silas 

Kilbourn barrel factory in Grand Haven.  In the early 

1900s John began the manufacture of concrete building 

blocks at the corner of First and Clinton Streets in Grand 

Haven.  His father, William Balgooyen, was born in The 

Netherlands on January 3, 1814. 

About 1884 John married Fredrika, born in Kalamazoo 

on July 13, 1865, the daughter of Gerrit Vanden Beldt.  

The Balgooyensô children included Susanna W., who 

was born in May, 1886 and married Ralph L. Farnham 

of Grand Haven; Marion E., who was born in December, 

1888, married Solon Winter, and moved to Grand 

Rapids; Janet [Jeanette] A., who was born in July, 1890 

and married George Vander Weide of Zeeland; William 

John, who was born January 25, 1894, married Edna 

Thelma Fors [January 30, 1907-February 5, 1953], 
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attended the U.S. Naval Reserve Officer Training School 

in Cleveland during WWI, and moved to Muskegon 

Heights after the war, where he died on February 16, 

1958; Jerrold C., who was born in February, 1896, 

moved to Fort Wayne, Indiana, died about December 14, 

1935, and was buried at Lake Forest Cemetery; Ethelyn, 

who was born in December, 1897; Gertrude M., who 

was born in December, 1899 and married Ernest R. Fett 

of Grand Haven; and Edwin F., who was born January 

28, 1905, married Hazel E. Bottema [1905-1994], and 

moved to Spring Lake.  Fredrika died at her home at 16 

South Sixth Street on January 6, 1930 and was buried at 

Lake Forest Cemetery.  John died at home on June 18, 

1934 and also was buried at Lake Forest. [Tribune 

obituaries, January 6, 1930, June 18, 1934, and January 

4, 1994.] 

William Balgooyen  [1814-1892] 

William Balgooyen was born January 3, 1814 in The 

Netherlands, settled in Grand Haven in 1877, and died 

on January 29, 1892.  He worked in the sawmills.  A 

daughter, Elizabeth, was born in The Netherlands in 

May, 1855 and married Martin Van Doorne of Grand 

Haven.  Williamôs other children, all born in The 

Netherlands, were Peter, born about 1853; Henrietta, 

born about 1859; and John, born on February 5, 1862.  

The family resided on Madison Street.  Williamôs wife 

died before 1880.  Living with the family in 1880 was 

Williamôs unmarried brother Alexander, born in The 

Netherlands about 1822.  Alexander was a dock worker. 

Cornelis ñNealò Ball  [1881-1957] 

After playing the minor leagues, Neal Ball spent seven 

season with the New York Highlanders, forerunner of 

the Yankee, the Cleveland Indians, and the Boston Red 

Sox.  A right-handed hitter, Neal was best remembered 

for completing the first unassisted triple play in the 

American League.  That occurred on July 19, 1909, 

when he was playing shortstop for the Indians.  He 

snagged a line drive, doubled one Red Sox player off 

second base, and then tagged the runner coming in from 

first.  Bill hit an inside-the-park homerun in the same 

game.  He maintained a .251 batting average for the 496 

games of  his major league career.  He returned to the 

minor leagues in 1914, and he also was manager from 

time to time until his full retirement from the game in 

1922.  Neal, who stood five feet seven inches and 

weighed 145 pounds, was born in Grand Haven on April 

22, 1881 and died in Bridgeport, Connecticut on October 

15, 1957.  He was the son of Cornelius and Minnie Ball. 

Cornelius Ball  [@1850-1899] 

Born in The Netherlands about 1850, Cornelius Ball 

settled in Grand Haven and became a commercial 

fisherman.  He married Jakomina ñMinnieò Mieras, who 

was born around 1851, also in The Netherlands.  

Cornelius and Minnie had several children, all born in 

Michigan, including Willemina, born about 1872; 

Adrianna S., born about 1874; Cornelia, born in Grand 

Haven on June 20, 1876; and Jacob, who lived from 

1878 to 1871.  Cornelis ñNealò Ball, born on April 22, 

1881, was another son.  In 1880 Adriana Glerum, a 

widow, was residing with them.  Listed as mother-in-

law, Adriana was born in The Netherlands about 1817.  

The Ball family resided at 116 Howard in Grand Haven, 

but relocated to Kalamazoo, where Corneilus died on 

March 9, 1899. 

John R. Ball [Bol]  [1818-1871] 

Born on April 17, 1818, John Ball in 1849 immigrated 

from Gronigen, The Netherlands to Holland, Michigan 

with his wife, Angie [Anje] ñAnneò Winter and at least 

two children.  Two years later the family moved to 

Grand Haven.  John and Angie were married on July 31, 

1845 in Gronigen. In Grand Haven John became 

Proprietor of a grocery store. He was active in founding 

the First Reformed Church in 1851.  Fifteen families 

braved hardships to worship and, with two 25-foot 

canoes bought from the Indians, they picked up the logs 

that were thrown into the river as waste and built their 

first church on Third Street, a feat that earned it the 

name ñSlab Church.ò  Rev. Seine Bolks was their pastor.  

Angie Ball remained a member of the First Reformed 

Church until her death at the age of 93. 

John and Angie had six children: Rijpke [Riepke], who 

lived from September 14, 1845 to February 9, 1877, 

married Mary [Maria] Kooiman; Jurrien Jans, who was 

born in Grand Haven on July 11, 1852; Jan ñJohn,ò who 

was born on August 13, 1855 and died in Grand Haven 

on December 11, 1943; Peter, who was born on 

December 18, 1858 and went into the concrete block 

business; Gerrit, who weas born in 1861, married Dora 

Belle Robinson, and died on May 15, 1929; and Rena, 

who was born January 7, 1863 and married William 

Balgooyen in 1883.  William died before 1900, and 

Rena and her daughter, Ella H., who was born in 

February, 1884, resided with Angie.  Gerrit joined his 

brother Jurrien in a downtown business, and eventually 

owned and operated a grocery store at 201-203 

Washington.  The Balls made their home at 320 Clinton 

Street.  John died on May 21, 1871, Angie was born in 

Gronigen, The Netherlands on June 9, 1822 and died in 

Grand Haven on January 26, 1917.  They were buried at 

Lake Forest Cemetery with other family members.  

[Tribune article, November 2, 1984, ñBall came from 

The Netherlands in 1849.ò] 

John Ball  [@1844- ?] 

John Ball was born in The Netherlands about 1844.  He 

joined the U.S. Army in Grand Haven on August 6, 1862 

and was assigned to Company D of the 21
st
 Michigan 
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Infantry.  His wife, Jane, was born in The Netherlands 

also, about a year after John.  Their children were 

Minnie;born about 1868 Lucy, born about 1872; Anna, 

born about 1876; James, born about 1876; and 

Cornelius, born about July, 1879.  James was a 

fisherman.  The family resided on Fulton Street. 

Jurrien [Jurren /Jurrin ] Jans Ball  [1852-1941] 

Jurrien was born on November 7, 1852 in Grand Haven, 

the son of John and Angie Winter Ball.  When Jurrien 

was 12 he quit school to make fishnets.  Later he went to 

work making wagons and then he was employed at 

Challenge Refrigerator Company, where he made $2.25 

a day, a substantial sum for a 22-year old in those days.  

Jurrien began business in Grand Haven in 1875 as 

partner with Jurrien [Jerry] and Arie [Orie] Woltman 

[Waltman] at their store, called Woltman, Ball & 

Company, built in 1872 at 201-203 Washington Street 

[Howlett Block].  It was a grocery and dry goods outlet.  

Their first customer was Grand Haven pharmacist Jacob 

Vander Veen, who bought a gallon of vinegar for 30 

cents on April 17, 1875.  On November 1, 1877 the 

business failed, but Jurrien appealed to his creditors to 

let him carry on.  He and a brother bought out the 

Woltmans and operated the dry goods and grocery 

business as the J. Ball Store. Later Jurrien confined 

himself entirely to dry goods and his brother Gerrit took 

over the grocery outlet.  He retired from business in 

1940.  He claimed to have three distinctions: at one time 

he was the oldest native son, the oldest baptized member 

of the First Reformed Church, and the oldest merchant in 

the city. 

On January 23, 1879 in Grand Haven, Jurrien married 

Dirkje ñDeliaò Van Hoef, who had come to Grand 

Haven when she was two years old.  She had one sister, 

Clara, who married William Baker, and a brother, 

Andrew.  Jurrien and Delia had two daughters: Anna, a 

music teacher, who was born in February, 1881 and died 

in October, 1959, and Kitty [Cornelia Clauzine], who 

was born in December, 1884.  Kitty worked as a clerk in 

the family store, and resided in the family home at 215 

South Fourth until she fell in 1976 and moved to a 

nursing home.  There she celebrated her 100
th
 birthday 

on December 8, 1984.  Kitty died two years later, on 

January 11, 1987 and was buried at Lake Forest 

Cemetery.  Delia was born in The Netherlands in Arpil, 

1854 and died on February 3, 1918.  Jurrien passed away 

on December 24, 1941 in Grand Haven and was buried 

at Lake Forest Cemetery.  [Tribune obituary, December 

24, 1941, two Tribune articles, August 1, 1934 and 

November 2, 1984, ñBall came from The Netherlands in 

1849,ò and a Chronicle article, ñJurrin Ball In Business 

for Fifty-seven Years,ò about April 17, 1932.] 

Neal Ball  [1881-1957] 

See Cornelis ñNealò Ball. 

Peter Ball [Boll/Bol]  [1858-1944] 

A manufacturer of concrete blocks with a plant at 312 

South Fourth, Peter Ball [Boll/Bol] resided at 314 

Clinton and at 323 Lafayette.  Peter, the son of John R. 

and Angie Winter Ball, was born December 18, 1858 

and died on June 26, 1944. 

Melkon Arakel Baloyan  [1878-1971] 

A native of Turkey, Melkon Baloyan was born in 

Istanbul on December 3, 1878.  He was approximately 

29 when he married a woman with the last name 

Minasian.  In the mid-1920s Baloyan operated a shop at 

28 Washington where he sold ñOriental Goods.ò  He 

also offered rug cleaning and repair at his Grand Rapids 

store.  Melkon died in Grand Rapids on March 7, 1971. 

Mary Helen Connolly Baltz  [1922-1999] and Russell 

Louis Baltz  [1922-1993] 

Mary Helen Connolly, born in Ishpeming, Michigan on 

October 12, 1922, married Russell Baltz.  Russell, born 

on February 23, 1922, was the son of William D. and 

Ethel Baltz.  William in 1928 became part owner of the 

department store at 200 Washington, subsequently 

known as Addison-Baltz. Russell graduated from Grand 

Haven High School in 1939 and soon he and Mary 

Helen Connolly were married. The two of them in the 

1940s managed the ñBarn,ò a roller-skating and dance 

pavilion at 215 Harbor.  Later they ran Hyland Gardens 

and the Bil-Mar Restaurant, near Highland Park.  In 

1957 the couple moved to Florida, where they bought 

and operated the Bilmar Resort on Treasure Island.  

Mary Helen was a graduate of Alma College and was a 

certified registered medical assistant.  She also belonged 

to the Spring Lake Country Club.  For awhile the Baltz 

family lived at 522 River Street in Spring Lake.  She and 

Russell had two children, Bill and Margot. By 

combining those two names the Baltzes arrived at ñBil-

Marò as the name for their enterprises, including the 

lakefront restaurant with that name.  Russell died in St. 

Petersburg, Florida on October 3, 1993.  Mary Helen 

passed away in Gulfport, Florida, on September 24, 

1999. 

William Dominique Baltz  [1889-1952] 

A native of Attica, Kansas, where he was born on 

January 22, 1889 [1890], William Baltz came to Grand 

Haven in 1925 and three years later became part owner 

of Addison & Company in Grand Haven.  Prior to that 

he managed the F. N. Arbaugh Department Store in 

Lansing, Michigan.  The Addison Company, located at 

200 Washington, subsequently became known as 

Addison-Baltz.  On July 3, 1916 he married Ethel 

Cassidy.  Ethel was born in Michigan around 1896, died 

in Grand Haven about January 3, 1963, and was buried 
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at Lake Forest Cemetery.  The Baltzesô children were 

Stanley, born about 1918 in Michigan, and Russell, born 

on February 23, 1922, also in Michigan.  Around 1930 

the family resided at 532 Lafayette.  Later William and 

Ethel moved to 522 East River in Spring Lake.  Around 

1950 William sold the department store business, but not 

the real estate, to Paul F. Oltman.  William passed away 

about July 22, 1952 and was buried at Lake Forest 

Cemetery. 

Aaron Barber  [@1827-1899] 

Aaron Barber owned a 160-acre farm in Section 22 of 

Grand Haven Township.  The two-story brick 

farmhouse, built about 1880, faced west and later was 

numbered 11250 168
th
 Avenue.  On December 27, 1877 

in Grand Haven, Aaron married Sophia Maria Schultz 

[Schulz].  Born in Germany, she had been married 

previously and had two children, a daughter Levine 

Schultz, born in Michigan about 1866, and a son, 

Fredrick Schultz, born in Michigan about 1868.  Aaron 

was a native of Ohio, where he was born around 1827, 

and Sophia came from Mecklenberg, Germany, where 

she was born about 1830.  They moved to Polkton 

Township, where Aaron died on August 4, 1899.  His 

first wifeôs name was Elizabeth. 

Jabez Barber  [@1810ï1854] 

Born around 1810 in England, Jabez Barber arrived in 

Spring Lake subsequent to the 1837 rebellion in Canada.  

In 1841 he and fellow Canadian Richard Mason hired 

John Newcomb to construct a sawmill at Mill Point 

[Spring Lake].  He opened a boarding house, which was 

managed by Henry Middlemist, and in association with 

Amos Norton, Jabez built a sawmill about four miles up 

the Grand River.  The Nortonville sawmill burned down 

in 1854.  The mill was rebuilt in 1856 at Mill Point, with 

the help of Richard Mason.  This mill was destroyed by 

fire in 1859.  On March 6, 1843, Jabez married Frances 

Baley in Ottawa County. Frances was born in England 

about 1827.  By 1850 the Barbers lived in Chicago, 

where Jabez built schooners to carry their milled lumber 

from Spring Lake.  Jabez, Frances, and their two 

daughters, Ann and Mary, were drowned when returning 

from England on the steamer Pacific in 1854.  The 

husband of Jabez Barberôs sister Elizabeth was Charles 

Y. Bell.  He ran the business after the shipwreck and 

named it W. H. Bell & Co. for his son, William H. Bell. 

Don M. Barbier  [1907-1993] 

Born on February 13, 1907, Don Barbier started as an 

apprentice mortician in Detroit at the Henry J. Stahl 

Funeral Home in 1926 and was licensed as a funeral 

director in 1928.  In 1931 he became a partner in the 

Robinson-Barbier Funeral Home in Lansing and in 1947 

bought the Ringold Funeral Home in Spring Lake.  He 

sold to Kammeraad Funeral Home on December 1, 

1966.  He achieved the distinction of 50 years of 

continuous licensing as a Michigan funeral director in 

1978.  He worked at Oldberg Mfg. Company for six 

years and in 1975 joined Medallion Instruments, Inc. of 

Spring Lake as a janitor and became sub-assembler.  He 

spent 30 years as a volunteer for the Spring Lake Fire 

Department, served on the Village Council, and was a 

member of Spring Lake Baptist Church, Eagles, and 

Rotary Club.  He married Edith M. Schofield.  They had 

a son, David, who had four daughters.  Don and Edith 

lived at 213 East River in Spring Lake.  Don died on his 

birthday in 1993.  Edith was born on May 31, 1907 and 

died in Spring Lake on January 14, 1999.  Both were 

buried at Spring Lake Cemetery.  [Tribune articles, 

ñLicensed mortician for 50 years,ò May 16, 1978, and 

ñRetirement Job Keeps SL man Young,ò February 12, 

1987.] 

Karl [Charles] Barbrick  [1846 -1935] 

Karl Barbrick and his wife, Christina, farmed 63 acres in 

Sections 26 and 35 of Crockery Township.  He was born 

on June 24, 1846 and died on December 16. 1935, and 

Christina lived from June 17, 1857 to March 6, 1921.  

Both were buried at Ottawa Center Cemetery. One son, 

Gustav, who was born on November 20, 1891, married 

Catherine, widow of William Frietchen I.  Karl and 

Christina arrived in the United States in 1892. 

Jack V. Barendse  [1922-1987] 

Jack Barendse was sales representative for Grand Haven 

Gasket Company.  About 1980 he left that job to open 

his own business at 700 Fulton.  There he started a 

business named Accent-Us and produced flags, 

pennants, and banners.  Jack and his wife, Katherine M, 

resided at 15045 154
th
 Street in Grand Haven Township.  

He was born May 12, 1922 and passed away in Ann 

Arbor on October 10, 1987.  Katherine lived from 

October 20, 1923 to October 1, 2002. 

Eunice Keskey Bareham  [1925-2002] 

Eunice Keskey was born to Finnish parents in 

Wakefield, Michigan on May 23, 1925.  During WWII  

she worked at the Pentagon in Washington, D.C. for 

General Eisenhower.  After the war she attended 

Nursing School at the University of Michigan, where she 

met her husband, Robert N. Bareham.  Robert lived from 

October 31, 1922 to January 15, 1971.  The couple 

resided at 530 Grand View in Spring Lake.  Eunice 

served as County Commissioner from 1972 to 1978 and 

was Treasurer of Ottawa County from 1979 to 199, the 

first woman to serve in that capacity.  In 1976 she was a 

delegate to the Republican Convention.  Eunice was a 

member of the Mackinaw Bridge Authority, Spring Lake 

School Board, Spring Lake Education Foundation, and 

the state and national County Treasurerôs Associations.  

She attended St. Johnôs Episcopal Church in Grand 
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Haven.  The Barehams had four children:  Robert of 

Spring Lake, Bruce of Grand Haven, Philip of Lansing, 

and Elizabeth of Oshawa, Ontario, Canada.  Eunice died 

at her daughterôs home on April 11, 2002 and was buried 

at Spring Lake Cemetery.  [Tribune obituary, April 17, 

2002.] 

Adora Barlow [Barlou]  [1825- ?] 

Adora was born in Prussia in January, 1825.  Her 

husband, Henry, also a native of Prussia, was born about 

1824 and died between 1871 and 1879.  After his death, 

Adora took in laundry.  By the early 1890s she was 

Proprietor of The Madison House, located at 301 

Madison [approximate number], close to the Chicago & 

West Michigan Depot [Pere Marquette Station].  Rates 

were $1.00 a day or $4.00 a week.  The Barlows had six 

children, including Lina [Lena] Sophia, who was born in 

Prussia on July 8, 1856, died in Grand Haven on January 

8, 1878, and was buried at Lake Forest Cemetery; and 

Lurissa, who was born in June, 1862 in Michigan and 

married Adelbert Van Wormer of Grand Haven.  Adora 

died after 1910. 

John W. Barnard  [@1823- ?] 

On June 15, 1857, John Barnard became the first 

Postmaster in Robinson Township.  Born about 1823 in 

New York, John owned a farm and land in Sections 22, 

23, and 24 of Robinson Township.  He also was known 

as a lumberman.  He married Jane E. Allen, who was 

born in Michigan around 1834.  John and Jane had two 

sons, both natives of Michigan:  Hepsy J., born about 

1853, and Charles H., born about 1858.  

Cornelius Barnes  [1830-1891] 

Born in Waterbury, Vermont on February 17, 1830, 

Cornelius was the son of Jacob and Nancy Winslow 

Barnes and the brother of Ebenezer, James, and John 

Barnes.  The family moved to Grand Rapids in 1838.  

On November 26, 1857, in Grand Rapids, Cornelius 

married Catherine ñKateò Miller, who was 22 at the 

time.  They moved from Plainfield Township, Kent 

County, to Grand Haven before 1860, the year Cornelius 

was enumerated in the census for Ottawa County.  Their 

children, all natives of Michigan, were Monroe, born 

about 1863; Egbert W., born around 1865; Mary, born 

about 1868; Mabel, born about 1875; and another 

daughter, born about 1879.  From 1872 to 1882 

Cornelius was bookkeeper for Boyden & Akeleyôs 

Shingle Mill.  In 1882 he became bookkeeper for 

lumberman Stephen C. Hall in Muskegon.  Cornelius 

died in Minneapolis on September 8, 1891. 

Ebenezer Winslow Barnes  [1819-1890] 

Ebenezer was born in Pomfret, Vermont on July 10, 

1812 and arrived in Grand Rapids with his parents, 

Jacob and Nancy Winslow Ebenezer, in 1838.  

Cornelius, James, and John were his brothers.  Ebenezer 

was appointed Kent Countyôs Register of Deeds to fill a 

vacancy in 1842, and he also filled the post of County 

Treasurer.  On August 19, 1852 in Vermont he married 

Caroline Fidelia Slayton, the sister of Nathaniel Slayton.  

Caroline was born in Vermont on August 2, 1826.  The 

couple moved to Grand Haven in 1853.  When Rev. 

William Ferry gave up his position as Grand Haven 

Postmaster, Ebenezer took over and held the position 

from May 30, 1853 to April 9, 1861.  Ebenezer owned a 

farm in Section 10 of Olive Township.  He returned to 

Grand Rapids in 1865, where he died on November 20, 

1890. Caroline subsequently relocated to Emporia, 

Kansas.  Four of the coupleôs five children were born in 

Grand Haven.  One of them, Carrie, married James P. 

Armstead of Grand Haven.  Carrie was born on 

December 22, 1856.  The Barnsesô other children were 

Hattie, born about 1854; Nancy, born about 1860; and 

Edward, born about 1864.  Caroline, the mother, died on 

December 22, 1899.  She was buried with her husband 

and other family members at Fulton Street Cemetery in 

Grand Rapids. 

Jacob Barnes [Barns]  [1799-1841] 

Although Jacob Barnes never resided in Ottawa County, 

four of his children were early settlers here: Ebenezer, 

born in 1819; James and John, twins, born in 1823; and 

Cornelius, born in 1830.  Jacob was born in 1799 in 

Washington County, Vermont, and died in Grand Rapids 

on May 14, 1840.  His wife, Nancy Winslow, lived from 

1801 to April 30, 1844.  They moved to Grand Rapids 

before 1837. Jacob was Register of Deeds for Kent 

County from 1837 to 1838. Both Jacob and Nancy were 

buried at Fulton Street Cemetery in Grand Rapids. 

James Barnes [Barns]  [1823-1899] 

Born in Stowe, Vermont on April 10, 1823, the son of 

Jacob and Nancy Winslow Barnes, James moved from 

Grand Rapids to Grand Haven in 1845 [1846].  In 1851, 

with his twin brother John and William M. Angel, 

Barnes helped edit and publish The Grand River Times, 

the first newspaper in Ottawa and Muskegon Counties.  

The newspaper office was located in the upstairs rooms 

of Henry Griffinôs drug store on the northwest corner of 

First and Washington.  Leaning towards the views of the 

Democratic Party, the first issue came out on July 2, 

1851. James and John acquired sole ownership of the 

paper, which they sold to Galen Eastman in 1857.  The 

new owner moved it to Eastmanville, trusting that the 

village would become the County seat.  When that 

expectation failed, publication ceased the same year and 

Barnes repurchased the paper, returned it to Grand 

Haven, and changed its name to the Grand Haven News, 

publishing the first issue on December 22, 1858.  In 

1862 James became a trustee of the new Grand Haven 

Union High School.  Also known as a carpenter, in 1866 



35 

 

he constructed a building at 121 Washington Street as a 

site for a furniture store.  He continued to work there 

until his death in 1899.  James supervised the building of 

Grand Havenôs second jail, located on the southeast 

corner of Washington and Fourth Streets.  With John W. 

Cook he built Senator Ferryôs large residence on the 

northeast corner of First and Columbus Streets, one of 

the local schoolhouses, and other structures. 

James married Pamela Ranney in 1850.  She was born in 

New York about 1832.  On May 24, 1865, four years 

after Pamela died, James married Ellen M. Moss of 

Eastmanville and Grand Rapids.  Ellen was born in 

Youngstown, New York on February 28, 1840. The 

newlyweds immediately moved from Grand Rapids to 

Grand Haven.  They resided at 226 Franklin and had 

several children:  Jessie, who was born about 1870 and 

married George Simpson of Detroit; Mrs W. S. Marks of 

Grand Rapids; and Fred T. Barnes of Cincinnati, Ohio.  

Ellen died in March, 1912 and was buried at Lake Forest 

Cemetery with her husband, who died in Grand Haven 

on January 17, 1899.  [Tribune obituary, March 13, 

1912.] 

James B. Barnes  [1857-1909] 

Born in Grand Haven in October, 1857, James was the 

son of John and Ruth C. Brough Barnes.  James was 

connected with the Johnston Brothers shops at 

Ferrysburg for many years, and he was known as one of 

the best and most efficient mechanics in the area.  He 

was a Mason. 

On December 5, 1882 James married Jennie, the 

daughter of Uzell and Sarah Ames of Ferrysburg.  Jennie 

was born in March, 1862 and died on February 17, 1925.  

James and Jennie had four children, all born locally:  

Mille E., who was born in October, 1883; Allan Uzell, 

who lived from August 16, 1888 to 1967 and graduated 

from Michigan Agricultural College [MSU]; Everett J., 

who lived from December, 1893 to 1969 and served in 

France with the Engineering Corps during WWI; and 

John M., who lived from May, 1900 to 1984. James died 

at his home in Ferrysburg on May 23, 1909.  He and his 

wife were buried at Spring Lake Cemetery.  [Tribune 

obituary, May 24, 1909.] 

John W. Barnes [Barns] I  [1823-1892] 

Born in Stowe, Vermont on April 10, 1823, the son of 

Jacob and Nancy Winslow Barnes, John moved to Grand 

Rapids in 1838 [1836].  In 1845, John came to Grand 

Haven with his twin brother James.  In 1851, John, 

James, and William M. Angel, published the first 

newspaper in Ottawa or Muskegon Counties, The Grand 

River Times.  Leaning toward the Democratic Party, the 

first issue came out on July 2, 1851.  John and James 

Barnes acquired sole ownership, and published the paper 

until December, 1856, when they sold it to Galen 

Eastman, who moved it to Eastmanville.  From 

December 29, 1859 to April 1860, John, with the help of 

Reuben Fosha, was proprietor of the Grand Haven 

News.  In 1860, James became second partner and in 

1865, John became sole owner, publishing it until July 

17, 1876 when he became engaged in the furniture 

business with his brother.  The office was destroyed 

twice by fire, once in 1859 and again in 1866.  It was 

leased for one year to De Long and Mills, then in 1867 it 

was sold to J. H. Mitchell, and soon afterward it was 

consolidated with the News Journal of Grand Haven.  

John was City Alderman from 1876 to 1879. 

In 1856 John married Ruth [Lucy] C. Brough [Breau] of 

Ohaze, New York.  She was born February 6, 1836 and 

died February 6, 1899.  The Barneses had three sons and 

three daughters, all born in Michigan: James B., born in 

1857; Orpha M., who was born about 1861 and married 

a Mr Quayle of Santa Barbara, California; John II, who 

was born in 1862; Jennie, who was born about 1865 and 

married Dwight A. Lane of Grand Haven; Bertha, who 

was born about 1867, married a Mr Donaldson and 

moved to Des Moines, Iowa and Washington, D.C.; and 

Jerry [Jedediah] H., who was born about 1869 and 

moved to Los Angeles.  John I died January 18, 1892 

from influenza.  He had suffered a severe stroke with 

resulting paralysis years earlier.  John and Ruth were 

buried at Lake Forest Cemetery.  [Tribune obituaries, 

January 18 1892 and February 7, 1899.] 

John W. Barnes II  [1862- ?] 

The son of John and Ruth Brough Barnes, John II was 

born in Grand Haven in 1862.  From 1883 to 1890 he 

worked for Kilbourn Company of Grand Haven, and he 

then became partner with M. L. Green and John Bryce of 

the Bryce, Barnes & Green Mfg. Co., located at the 

corner of Seventh and Elliott Streets.  The company 

made interior wood products for residences.  In the 1893 

Compendium John was listed as a machinist.  On 

November 19, 1884, in Grand Haven, John married 

Lillie  M. Stone, who was born in Ohio about 1865.  She 

was the daughter of George W. and Mehitable Stone of 

Grand Haven.  The Barnesôs children, both born in 

Grand Haven, were named Florence, born on October 

18, 1885, and Kenneth George, born in on February 8, 

1893.  The family moved to Los Angeles, California. 

Alexander Barnett  [1840-1910] 

Born in Arbroth, Scotland in August, 1840 Alexander 

Barnett immigrated to Detroit in 1862 and moved on to 

Grand Haven ten years later.  He was a shipôs carpenter 

by trade and served his apprenticeship on the River 

Clyde.  During the Civil War, Alexander, John Neil, and 

John W. Callister were among the expert ship carpenters 

engaged by the government to build and rebuild the 

ships for the U.S. Navy at Newport News and Norfolk.  
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Later Alexander was engaged with Thomas Kirby in 

shipbuilding at the Kirby yards in Grand Haven.  He was 

a Mason and member of the Presbyterian Church. 

In 1867 Alexander married Katherine [Catherine] Duff 

Patterson, who was born in Scotland in May, 1840.  

They had four children, all born in Michigan: William 

James, born about 1867; Cora Ann Flemley, born in 

October, 1875; Alexander Ford, born in July, 1887; and 

Scott Anderson, who died young.  The three surviving 

children later settled in Kenosha, Wisconsin.  Alexander 

died at his home at 620 Clinton Street on November 10, 

1910.  His wife lived from 1840 to 1926.  They were 

buried at Lake Forest Cemetery with their son Scott, 

who died on February 14, 1879 at the age of nine.  

[Tribune obituary, November 10, 1910 and November 

12, 1910.] 

James M. Barnett  [@1833- ?] 

In 1873 James Barnett joined Edward P. Ferry and 

others from Grand Haven to form the ñMichigan Bunchò 

in Utah, a group that speculated in the silver mining 

business.  By 1880 he was back in Grand Rapids as a 

lumber merchant.  James was born in New York about 

1833 and his wife, Lucy, was from the same state, where 

she was born in 1839. 

Robert P. Barney  [1867-1936] 

Robert Barney was a Spring Lake barber. His shop was 

located at approximately 224 West Savidge. He married 

Clara ñCarrieò Lape in Evansville, Indiana on November 

24, 1893.  She was born on March 15, 1870.  They had 

two daughters, Irene [Irine], born in July, 1895, and Inez 

M., born in January, 1897.  The family lived at 103 East 

Exchange.  In the early 1900s Robert played cornet with 

the Spring Lake orchestra.  He lived from December, 

1867 to 1936 and was buried at Spring Lake Cemetery.  

Carrie passed away on June 15, 1951 and was buried 

with her husband. 

Cornelius, Ebenezer, James, and John Barns 

See Barnes. 

M. G. Barns  [? - ?] 

M. G, Barns began publication of the Coopersville 

Observer in November, 1850.  It was considered 

independent in its political slant. 

George H. Barnum  [? - ?] 

George H. Barnum was a Grand Haven photographer in 

the late 1880s.  His studio was in the Cutler House on 

Washington Street.  A George Barnum born in Grand 

Haven in 1875 seems too young to be the photographer. 

Joseph Needham Corey Barnum  [1832-1920] 

Joseph C. Barnum enlisted as Private in Company A of 

the 34
th
 Iowa Infantry on September 6, 1862.  He was 

mustered out on January 1, 1865 and transferred the 

same day to Company F of the 38
th 

Iowa Infantry .  He 

was mustered out permanently on August 15 that year.  

Joseph was a resident of Spring Lake in 1890.  Ten years 

later he was in a home for disabled soldiers in 

Milwaukee.  By 1915 he was living in a soldiersô home 

in Marshall, Iowa.  Born in 1832 in New York, he died 

in Iowa in 1920. 

Lewis Barnum  [@1830- ?] 

In the 1870s Lewis Barnum sold to Walter Sinclair the 

boarding house on the northeast corner of Exchange and 

Division Streets in Spring Lake [Lot 4, Block 14, 

Bryantôs Addition].  Lewis was born in Connecticut 

about 1830 and was listed in the 1870 census as a hotel 

keeper in Spring Lake.  His wife, Frances, also from 

Connecticut, was born around 1838.  Their son, 

Brigham, was born in Connecticut about 1863, and a 

daughter, Betsy, was born in Michigan about 1870. 

Ruby Barrett  [1880-1960] 

The daughter of William and Catherine Patterson 

Barrett, Ruby was born on February 1, 1880.  In 1901 

she attended the School of Music at the University of 

Michigan, but her health failed and she returned to 

Spring Lake to rest.  She resumed working with her 

father in the boat yard office. In 1943 she and her 

brother Robert became owners of the Barrett Boat 

Works when her mother died and willed it to her.  Ruby 

ran the business upon her brotherôs death in 1950.  She 

was organist at the First Presbyterian Church for over 40 

years.  Ruby died in 1960.  [Tribune article, ñSpring 

Lake Woman Devotes over 50 Years to Boats,ò 1955.] 

William M. Barrett  [1854 -1917] 

Born in Ohio in March, 1854 [1856], William Barrett 

arrived in Spring Lake in 1856 with his family.  His 

father was Milton Barrett.  William went to work for the 

Cutler & Savidge Sawmill as a ñtallierò [one who keeps 

tally], but he was more interested in shipbuilding.  When 

the Spring Lake Clinker Boat Company was organized 

in 1887, he was named Vice President.  ñClinkerò 

referred to rowboats in which external planks were 

attached so that the edge of one overlapped the edge of 

the next one, like clapboard on a house.  These boats 

were sold all over the world.  Another local ship builder, 

Hiram C. Pearson, went out of business in 1872, and 

Clinker Boat Company subsequently assumed control of 

his patents.  Later Williamôs firm became known as the 

Spring Lake Boat Company.  William also had the time 

and expertise in the early 1900s to manufacture three 

automobiles. 
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William died in May, 1917 and was given the largest 

Masonic funeral ever held in Spring Lake.  His wife, 

Catherine [Katherine], daughter of Scott and Catherine 

Patterson of Spring Lake, was born in Canada on 

December 11 1856 and came to the United States when 

she was eleven.  Williamôs and Catherineôs children, 

both born locally, were Ruby I., who was born on 

February 1, 1880 and passed away on January 7, 1960, 

and Robert Milton, who lived from December 23, 1889 

to March 22, 1950.  Robert married Sadie Matthews in 

Spring Lake on September 8, 1923.  After her husbandôs 

death, Catherine continued running the business until the 

time of her death on December 24, 1943.  It was then 

taken over by Robert, who was a marine mechanic.  

After Robertôs death, Ruby took over.  William was 

buried at Spring Lake Cemetery, where Catherine, Ruby, 

and Robert also were buried.  [Tribune article, ñSpring 

Lake Woman Devotes over 50 Years to Boats,ò 1955.] 

R. M. Barrow   [? - ?] 

In 1873 Dr. Barrow joined Edward P. Ferry and others to 

form the ñMichigan Bunchò in Utah, a group which 

speculated in the silver mining business. 

Thomas Barry  [1845-1895] 

Born in 1845 and a resident of Hamburg, Livingston 

County, Michigan, Thomas Barry on December 30, 1861 

enlisted as Private in Company D of the 15
th
 Michigan 

Infantry.  He was mustered out on August 24, 1865 and 

then moved to Ottawa County.  He and his wife, Mary, 

lived on a 40-acre farm in Section 12 of Olive 

Township.  On July 22 following her husbandôs death on 

October 19, 1895, Mary applied for a widowôs Civil War 

pension.  Later she moved to Grand Haven Township, 

where she maintained a 35-acre farm.  Mary lived from 

1868 to 1931 and was buried at Lake Forest Cemetery 

with her husband. 

Barend Preston Bartels  [1861-1953] 

Berend Bartels owned a 60-acre farm in Section 16 of 

Olive Township.  His wife, Lena, the daughter of Lucas 

and Lena Brink Busscher, lived from June 8, 1866 to 

October 11, 1941.  She was born in Germany. Berend 

was born in The Netherlands in June, 1861 and 

immigrated to the United States in 1882.  He died in 

1953and was buried at Olive Township Cemetery with 

his wife and other family members.  Their children, all 

born locally, included Herman B., born on June 25, 

1889; Suna, born in July, 1891; Lefert, born in June, 

1892; Johanna, born in December, 1898; and Elizabeth, 

born in November, 1899. 

Herman B. Bartels  [1889-1967] 

Herman was born on June 25, 1889, the son of Berend 

and Lena Busscher Bartels.  Herman owned a 40-acre 

farm in Section 33 of Olive Township, where he raised 

livestock.  His wife, Johanna, was the daughter of Peter 

and Susan De Barnes De Haan.  Johanna was born on 

November 25, 1888 and died on July 29, 1956.  She was 

buried at Olive Township Cemetery with her husband.  

He passed away in Holland in April, 1967. 

Jan ñJohnò Bartels  [1866-1939] 

The son of Hermanus Bartels, John was born in The 

Netherlands on January 7, 1866.  On October 28, 1892 

in Olive Township, he married Klaage ñClaraò Troost, 

also a native of The Netherlands.  She lived from 

November, 1873 to 1974.  John immigrated to the 

United States in 1882 and Clara the following year.  

They owned a 60-acre farm in Section 17 of Olive 

Township.  Their children, all born locally, were 

Herman, born in October, 1893; Klaas, born in February, 

1896; and Johannes, born in May, 1898.  John died on 

November 25, 1939.  He and his wife were buried at 

Olive Township Cemetery with other family members. 

Arza Bartholomew I  [1806-1871] 

The son of Ebenezer and Charlotte Pratt Bartholomew, 

Arza moved to Crockery Township with his parents in 

1846.  By 1864 he owned 40 acres in Section 24 and 

another 40 acres in Section 25.  He married Isabel 

Mumy of New York, who was born on February 28, 

1810, died on June 12, 1851, and was buried at Ottawa 

Center Cemetery.  He next married Eliza Hunter, who 

lived from 1817 to February 18, 1876.  Among Arzaôs 

and Isabelôs children was Arza II, who was born about 

1842; Wheeler H., who was born on May 5, 1846, 

served as Sergeant with Company G of the 21
st
 

Michigan Infantry, and died on October 27, 1933; and 

George Newton, who was born on June 10, 1848 and 

died on August 4, 1932.  Arza I was born on August 1, 

1806 and died in Ottawa County on April 28, 1871.  

Isabel, Eliza, and Arza were buried at Ottawa Center 

Cemetery. 

Arza Bartholomew II  [@1842-1863] 

Born about 1842, Arza was the son of Arza and Isabel 

Bartholomew.  On August 14, 1861, young Arza enlisted 

in Company G of the 21
st
 Michigan Infantry as Private.  

He was killed in a battle near Murfreesboro, Tennessee, 

and was buried at nearby Stone River National 

Cemetery. 

Ebenezer Bartholomew  [1782-1864] 

A native of New York State and a veteran of the War of 

1812, where he served as Fifer, Ebenezer Bartholomew 

settled in Sections 24 and 25 of Crockery Township in 

1846.  He owned 80 acres in each section. On July 19, 

1805 he married Charlotte Pratt in Watertown, Jefferson 

County, New York. Bartholomew was born on 

December 27, 1782 and died in Crockery in 1864.  

Charlotte, who was born about February 25, 1782, died 
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on September 18, 1850.  Both Bartholomews were 

buried at Ottawa Center Cemetery with other members 

of their family, including their children Daniel, who 

lived form 1822 to 1848, and Arza I. 

William H. Bartholomew  [@1842-1865] 

A resident of Crockery Township, William 

Bartholomew on August 4, 1862 enlisted in Company G 

of the 21
st
 Michigan Infantry as Private.  He was 

promoted to Sergeant before he returned home on 

furlough, where he died on March 1, 1865.  He was 

buried at Ottawa Center Cemetery with other 

Bartholomews. 

Rev. Bartlett  [? - ?] 

A Methodist-Episcopal preacher, Rev. Bartlett was 

aware of the inadequate condition of the Ottawa Indians 

living at Battle Point, about six miles up river from 

Grand Haven in Crockery Township.  In 1855 he 

established a school that enrolled 20 or more Indian 

pupils. 

Charles L. Bastian  [1861-1936] 

While on a hunting trip in Wisconsin, Charles L. 

Bastianôs sight suddenly failed him as he was walking 

across a field.  Within a short time he was totally blind.  

Because of this handicap, the brass foundry at which he 

worked in Chicago terminated his services.  Bastian was 

not a man to have idle time on his hands, and almost 

immediately he made plans to start his own business, 

persuading a co-worker, Lewis Greene Blessing, and 

several other young associates to join him.  Together in 

1908 Charles and Lewis formed the Bastian-Blessing 

Company in Chicago, and from the very start they were 

highly successful.  Two years later they moved the 

company to Grand Haven.  Charles obtained some 54 

patents on inventions for his company after losing his 

sight.  Bastian, who was born in Germany in November, 

1861, came to the United States in 1880.  On February 

18, 1888 he married Meta Schroeder.  There is no 

evidence Charles ever resided in the Grand Haven area.  

He died in Winnetka, Illinois on December 3,1936. 

James Batchellor [Batcheller/Batchelor]  [1881-1921] 

Born in Grand Haven in 1881, James Batchellor was 

employed by the Grand Haven Gas Company.  He 

served in the army during WWI and while in the army 

was said to have suffered a stroke of paralysis which 

impaired his health.  He invented a musical instrument, 

which he planned to use in a vaudville skit, and at one 

time he reportedly was connected with the stage.  He 

drowned while swimming off the pier at Fruitport on 

July 11, 1921.  [Tribune obituary, July 11, 1921.] 

Webster Batchellor [Batcheller/Batchelor/Batchells]  

[1834-1904] 

Webster was born in South Adams, Massachusetts on 

November 21, 1834, the son of Daniel and Martha 

Jennison Batchellor.  He moved to Chicago where, in 

1866, he started a business with a partner named Slaght.  

That firm bought the Hopkins & Ferry Sawmill in 

Ferrysburg in 1871.  It was located approximately where 

the north end of the U.S. 31 bridge later rested.  He was 

one of the original shareholders of the Dake Engine 

Company when it was formed in 1887.  His sister, Sarah, 

married George Shippey of Ferrysburg. Webster was 

still in Chicago in the early 1900s.  He died June 2, 

1904.  [Tribune obituary, June 3, 1904.] 

James O. Bates  [@1838- ?] 

Born in New York around 1838, James Bates by 1870 

was one of Spring Lakeôs physicians.  His wife, Hattie 

M., was born in the same state about 1843.  Their 

children, all born in Michigan, were Willie E., born 

about 1862; Jessie A., who was born in Hubbardston, 

Michigan about 1867 and married Benjamin N. Savidge 

in Spring Lake on October 6, 1886; and Arthur D., born 

about 1868.  In 1871 James was appointed Consulting 

Physician for the Magnetic and Sulphur Springs 

Company of Fruitport.  For awhile he was a partner with 

Charles Begin as owner of a brick company that in 1889 

was sold to Fred Bertschy. 

Edward [Edwin] Baughn  [@1852- ?] 

Coming to Grand Haven from St. Johns, Michigan in 

1865, Edward Baughn was a lumber inspector [scaler].  

He married Henrietta ñNettieò Rud in Coopervsille on 

October 6, 1877, and remained in the area into the 

1880s.  Their surviving children were Francis, born in 

Michigan around 1878; Bertha, born two years later; 

Georget, born in Grand Haven on January 29, 1881; 

George, born in Grand Haven on January 29, 1882; and 

Edna, born in Muskegon on May 3, 1887.  In Grand 

Haven, the family resided at 300 Franklin.  Edward was 

born in Michigan about 1852 and died after 1880.  

Henrietta was born in Ohio about 1858. George and 

Gilbert Baughn were Edwardôs brothers. 

George W. Baughn  [1844-1880] 

George Baughn was born in Michigan on May 9, 1844 

and was included in the 1860 census for Bingham, 

Clinton County.  His wife, Susan Eaton, was born in 

England around 1856.  They were married in Ottawa 

County on January 25, 1873.  George served as Private 

with Company M of the 7
th
 Michigan Cavalry during the 

Civil War.  He stayed with his unit from the time of his 

enlistment in St. Johns on June 22, 1863 until he 

received a disability discharge on June 15, 1864.  After 

George died in Grand Haven on February 5, 1880, Susan 

managed a rooming house on the corner of Franklin and 

Fourth Streets.  She was a member of the Grand Haven 

First Presbyterian Church the Order of the Eastern Star.  
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Susan passed away on Grand Haven on February 26, 

1923 and was buried at Lake Forest Cemetery with her 

husband.  Susanôs brother, William Eaton [Heaton] lived 

in Muskegon.  Edward and Gilbert Baughn were 

Georgeôs brothers. 

Gilbert Baughn  [1860- ?] 

By 1880 Gilbert Baughn was employed at a Grand 

Haven sawmill.  Like his brother George, Gilbert was 

included in the 1860 census for Bingham, Clinton 

County.  Edward Baughn of Grand Haven was another 

brother.  Gilbert and his wife, Celia, had at least one 

surviving child, Julia [Lulu], born in Spring Lake on 

July 8, 1885.  Julia was married in Muskegon on June 

29, 1905 to George W. Pegg.  Gilbert and Celia were 

residing in Muskegon by 1897, where Russel Gilbert 

Baughn was born on December 7, 1899.  Celia was born 

in Ferrysburg.  Gilbert was born in St. Johnôs, Michigan 

in 1860. 

Edward John Bauman  [1886-1963] 

Michigan native Edward Bauman was a motor boat 

dealer as early as 1926.  He previously had been in the 

restaurant business in Grand Rapids.  In Spring Lake, his 

place of business was at the north end of Alden Street, at 

the lakeôs edge [227 Alden].  Ed retired in May, 1945.  

Grand Rapids residents Howard C. Raimer operated the 

business for ten years.  Edward resided nearby, at 401 

Lake View Court, with his mother, Carrie.  Edwardôs 

wife and father had passed away before 1930.  Edward 

was born on February 17, 1886 in Grand Rapids, 

Michigan and passed away at is home in Spring Lake on 

May 2, 1963.  Ed never married.  [Tribune obituary, 

May 2, 1963.] 

Charles Bavry [Barry]  [1872-1927] 

Charles Bavry served as Lighthouse Keeper at Grand 

Haven from 1922 to 1926 and died in 1927.  His wife, 

Mabel, was born in Michigan about 1888.  Their 

children, all born in Michigan, were Viola C., who was 

born on October 7, 1903 and died in California on 

September 7, 1988; Louis W., born on October 2, 1904; 

Myrtle [Marion] L., who was born on September 6, 1905 

and died in California on May 2, 1990; Marian C., also 

born about 1906; and Charles Harold, who was born on 

July 17, 1907 and died in Florida in 1952.  Charles the 

father was born in Wisconsin in 1872. 

Jacob Bayer  [? - ?] 

See Jacob Boyer. 

Christopher Davis Beale [Beal]  [1835-1904] 

Christopher Beale was born in Cohasset, Massachusetts 

on October 12, 1835.  His wife, Helen M., was born in 

New York in March, 1839.  They had at least seven 

children, including Warren E., who was born in 

Brooklyn, New York in December, 1859 and settled in 

Spring Lake; Roland Rutherford, who was born in New 

York on March 30, 1866, married Augusta Hall in 

Ottawa County, died on October 8, 1899, and was buried 

at Spring Lake Cemetery; Lulu, born in New York about 

1870; Evelyn M., born in New York in July, 1871; 

Helen L., born in New York in September, 1872; 

William I. A., who was born in New York in August, 

1875, became a minister, died in Spring Lake in 1910, 

and was buried at Spring Lake Cemetery; and Louis M., 

born in Illinois in January, 1880.  Augusta Hall Beale, 

Rolandôs wife, died on March 26, 1906 and was buried 

at Lake Forest Cemetery.  Christopher was a merchant 

and sales agent.  Most of the family moved from 

Chicago to Spring Lake after 1900, where Helen, the 

mother, became manager of Prospect Manor Resort in 

Section 11 of Spring Lake Township [approximately 

15820 Connelly].  Later ownership passed to her son and 

daughter-in-law, Warren and Agnes Beale.  Christopher 

died on June 27, 1904 and was buried at Spring Lake 

Cemetery. 

Warren A. Beale  [1859-1929] 

Warren, born in Brooklyn, New York in December, 

1859, was the son of Christopher and Helen M. Beale.  

Warren and his wife, Agnes, moved from Chicago to 

Spring Lake sometime after 1900 and eventually took 

over ownership and management of Prospect Point 

Resort [Section 11 of Spring Lake Township, 

approximately 15820 Connelly].  After Warrenôs death 

in 1929, Agnes continued management of the property.  

She was born in Michigan about 1870.  Warren was 

buried at Spring Lake Cemetery. 

George W. Beamer  [1908-1983] 

After retiring as a tool and die maker, George W. 

Beamer started Falcon Corporation at 510 Elm Street in 

Ferrysburg in 1962 for the manufacture of tools.  He was 

Chairman of the Board and his wife, Evelyn R., was 

President-Secretary-Treasurer.  Their son John was Vice 

President.  The Beamers resided at 19447 North Shore 

Road and later at 313 Terrill Street in Grand Haven.  

George was born on August 11, 1908 and died in Grand 

Haven on May 5, 1983.  Evelyn lived from February 1, 

1911 to January, 1990. 

Hiram Bean  [@1802- ?] 

In 1856 Hiram Bean managed the Railroad House, a 

hotel next to the railway depot at the foot of Dewey Hill.  

Four years later he was listed in the 1860 census as a 

surveyor.  Hiram was born in Vermont about 1802, and 

his wife, Maria, was born in the same state around ten 

years later.  They had two daughters, both born in 

Vermont: Netta, born about 1835, and Edna, born about 

1837. 
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Paul Raymond Beardsley  [1869-1947] 

Paul Beardsley founded Sealed Power in Muskegon for 

the manufacture of piston rings.  He and his wife, Grace, 

owned a summer home in Section 11 of Spring Lake 

Township [approximately 17701 Fruitport Road].  They 

called their estate Beardsley Point.  The Beardsleysô 

residence was in Muskegon.  He was born in Chicago on 

November 3, 1869.  Grace was a native of Michigan, 

where she was born in December, 1873.  Paul died on 

May 31, 1947 and was buried at Evergreen Cemetery in 

Muskegon. 

Frank X. Beaubien [Beaubin]  [@1863- ?] 

Frank Beaubien was born in Michigan around 1863, as 

was his wife, Reca.  As early as 1910 Frank and Reca 

[Rica] maintained a fruit farm on 40 acres in Section 3 

of Spring Lake Township [approximately 18500 West 

Spring Lake Road].  By 1918 they had opened a summer 

resort named Peaceful Retreat.  A daughter, Mercia 

[Merca], was born on August 1, 1891 in Detroit.  She 

died on April 17, 1944 and was buried at Spring Lake 

Cemetery.  A son, Frank M., was born in Michigan 

about 1896.  Reca was buried at Spring Lake Cemetery 

[no dates]. 

Medore [Medare/Medard/Medart/] Beaubien  [1809-

1883] 

Medore Beaubien was born at ñGrand River, Mich., July 

15, 1809.ò  The phrase ñGrand Riverò often designated a 

place at or near the mouth of the Grand River before 

Grand Haven was platted and recorded in April, 1835.  

Medore was the son of John Baptiste Beaubien and 

Mah-naw-bun-no-quah, one of the Ottawas.  Apparently 

John and Mah-naw-bun-no-quah had another son, 

Charles Henry Beaubien, also born at Grand River two 

years earlier.  Medore spent most of his life in Chicago.  

His father, John, may be the I. B. Beaubien Lillie refers 

to as a clerk for Joseph Bailley at Grand River in 1808.  

Medoreôs third wife, whom he married on June 2, 1854, 

was Therese Watkins, daughter of Joseph and Josette La 

Framboise and divorced wife of Thomas Watkins.  

Jospeh and Josette La Framboise do not appear to be 

related to the La Fromboises of fur trading fame in 

Ottawa County.  Therese was listed as Medoreôs cousin.  

Medore died in Silver Lake, Kansas on December 26, 

1883.  His father, Jean Baptiste, was born in Detroit on 

September 5, 1887 and died in Naperville, Illinois on 

January 25, 1863.  [Antiquities of Chicago, p. 334.] 

Nazarie [Nasaire] I. Beaudry  [1841-1915] 

Born in Canada in 1841, Nazarie Beaudry in 1866 

opened a small mercantile establishment near the docks, 

under the name of Church & Beaudry.  As business grew 

he became known as owner of one of Grand Havenôs 

leading dry goods stores.  Later the retail establishment 

was moved farther east to 224 Washington under the 

name Beaudry & Safford, with Benjamin Delop Safford 

as his partner from 1871 to 1879.  About 1908 Nazarie 

moved his store next door to the corner of Washington 

and Third Streets [232-234 Washington] and it became 

known as Beaudry & Company, which specialized in 

ñgentlemenôs furnishings, carpetings, wall paper, etc.ò 

Mary, Nazarieôs wife, was born in New York [Ireland] 

about September, 1841, died on January 2, 1906, and 

was buried at Woodmere Cemetery in Detroit.  The 

couple resided at 219 South Second Street in a house 

that later was converted to a nursing home.  One of their 

daughters, Louise, born in Grand Haven on March 22, 

1868, married Dr. Ernest C. Lee of Detroit on October 

31, 1894.  She died of pneumonia in Detroit on 

September 7, 1901 leaving her husband and a son.  

Another daughter, Mabel, was born about 1871.  The 

third, Marie, was born in 1876, married Lucien [Lucian] 

Upham of Grand Haven on June 14, 1922, and died in 

1936.  Nazarie married Marie Elizabeth Root on April 

18, 1907.  Marie was born about 1869.  He died on May 

6, 1915 and was buried at Lake Forest Cemetery, where 

Marie later was interred.  [Tribune obituaries, September 

9, 1901, January 5, 1906, and May 6, 1915.] 

James Beaustead  [1816-1877] 

See James Benstead. 

William Beaustead  [1812-1880] 

See William Benstead. 

Thomas St. Gemme de Beauvais [Beauvois]  [1846-

1931] 

Captain Thomas Beauvais replaced Captain John De 

Young as Keeper of the Grand Haven Life Saving 

Station in 1885.  He served until July 19, 1888, when 

Captain John Lysaght took over.  Thomas was born in 

Quebec, Canada on April 17, 1846. On September 9, 

1867 in Muskegon he married Mary Patnode 

[Patenade/Patenaude/Patneau], who was born in Canada 

about 1854 and died in Grand Haven on December 19, 

1887 of typhoid.  They had at least two sons, William, 

who was born in Muskegon on March 1, 1877, and 

Gilbert S., who was born in 1885 in Muskegon and 

married Christine Jensen in Menominee, Michigan on 

February 12, 1913, where Thomas and Mary had resided 

since at least 1910.  The couple also had a daughter, 

Elizabeth, who was born in Michigan about 1888.  

Thomas passed away on October 4, 1931. 

H. B. Beck  [? - ?] 

Beck was appointed a Director of Dake Engine 

Company when it was organized in 1887. 

Edwin M. Beckwith  [1823-1902] 
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A shipôs carpenter, Edwin Beckwith also built boats in 

the Grand Haven area in the 1860s.  Among the vessels 

he constructed were Miranda, a 40-ton tug built for 

Heber Squier in 1865 [later renamed Lewis Wallace]; 

J.G. Campbell, a 34-ton propeller, built for Thomas W. 

Kirby in 1868; and J. Stephens, a 60-ton tug, built for the 

Stephens family in 1868.  He also was credited with 

building several ships in Holland, Michigan: in 1862, the 

105-ton schooner Beloit for a Mr Hitchcock; in 1865, the 

180-ton schooner William Smith for Ryerson & Hills; 

and two years later, The Josies, a 120-ton schooner.  

Edwin was born in New York in 1823 and died about 

August 28, 1894.  His wife, Helen, was born in Germany 

about 1827.  Their children included Frank, born about 

1855; Ellen, born about 1859; Angus, born about 1861; 

Clara S, born about 1863; and Frederick, born about 

1867.  The first two children were born in Wisconsin, 

the last three in Michigan. 

Elizabeth M. Beckwith  [1847- ?] 

See Jesse Morris Cross. 

Hiram Beckwith  [1809-1899] 

Hiram Beckwith, a Universalist minister, was born in 

New Hampshire in 1809 and died about May 1, 1899.  

He married Hannah Moore.  They settled in Spring 

Lake, where Rev. Hiram eventually retired and raised 

fruit.  Among their children were Elizabeth M., who was 

born in Shelby, New York on November 25, 1847 and 

married Jesse Morris Cross of Grand Haven; Ruth M., 

who was born about 1850 in New Hampshire and first 

married John B. Hancock of Spring Lake and then 

Thomas A. Parish of Ferrysburg; and Lucy, who was 

born in Wisconsin about 1852.  The Beckwiths also had 

a son, Andrew, who was born about 1854 in Wisconsin 

and moved to Seattle, Washington, where Elizabeth later 

relocated. Hannah lived from 1815 to December 21, 

1902.  The Beckwiths were buried at Lake Forest 

Cemetery. 

Frederick T. Bectel [Becktel]  [@1837- ?] 

Born around 1837 in Germany, Fred Bectel by the age of 

19 owned a butcher shop in Grand Haven.  His wife, 

Josephine, also from Germany, was born the same year 

as her husband. 

Albert [Elbert] Beekman  [1823-1909] 

Albert, the son of Reijer and Aartje Van Den Hoek 

Beekman, was born in Gelderland, The Netherlands, on 

January 2, 1823.  Albert married Aartje ñAliceò Van 

Den Hoek in Gelderland on October 15, 1869 and they 

immigrated to the United States two years later with two 

of their children.  Alice, also a native of Gelderland, was 

born on January 27, 1850.  The Beekmans owned a 140-

acre farm in Section 33 of Grand Haven Township.  

Among their children were Sena [Stijntje], who was 

born on October 1, 1870 and married John Pellegrom of 

Grand Haven Township; Reijer, born on November 11, 

1870; Albert, born on June 7, 1873; William, born on 

April 4, 1882; Della [Dirkey], who was born on 

September 5, 1884 and married Frederick J. Kieft II of 

Grand Haven; and Ganzen, born in November, 1886. 

The younger children were all born locally. Albert died 

at home in Grand Haven Township on February 13, 

1909, and Alice died, also at home, the following year. 

Albert [Elbert] E. Beekman  [1873-1962] 

Albert was the son of Albert and Aartje Van Den Hoek 

Beekman.  He was born in Grand Haven on June 7, 

1873, died in the local hospital on June 7, 1962, and was 

buried at Lake Forest Cemetery.  He was a carpenter by 

trade.  On June 1, 1897, at a home on Seventh Street, 

Albert married Martje [Martha/Myrtle], daughter of 

Adam and Cornelia Kieft. She was born September 14, 

1878, passed away on August 4, 1975, and also was 

buried at Lake Forest. The Beekmans raised their family 

at 834 [836] Slayton, but by the mid-1950s were living 

at 823 Slayton. The Beekmansô daughter, Gertrude, was 

born on April 28, 1901 in Grand Haven and died at 

Shore Haven Nursing Home in June, 1994.  Her 

husband, Martin Carl Olsen, was a native of Michigan 

City, Indiana and lived from June 22, 1902 to July 6, 

1990. Another daughter, Agnes, was born May 3., 1904 

and died in Grand Haven on January 31, 1995.  Agnes 

married John Gunard of Grand Haven on April 30, 1927.  

Gunard lived from October 1, 1902 to February 18, 

1981.  The Beekmansô other son, Marvin Edwin, was 

born in Grand Haven on May 9, 1909. 

Elbert W illiam  Beekman  [1897-1978] 

The son of Reijer and Elsie Hoeksema Beekman, Elbert 

was born in Grand Haven on March 14, 1897 and died in 

East Lansing in December, 1978.  He was a resident of 

Lansing as early as 1918, where he was employed as a 

bookkeeper.  His wife, Anna, was born in Illinois on 

May 7, 1900 and died in Muskegon on February 3, 1988.  

Their children were Alfred, who was born on May 13, 

1921 and died in Muskegon on March 18, 2000; Stuart, 

who was born on August 28, 1922 and died at Twin 

Lakes on November 29, 1998; and Doris M., who was 

born about 1825. 

Marvin Edwin Beekman  [1909-1985] 

The son of Albert and Martje Kieft Beekman, Marvin 

was born in Grand Haven on May 9, 1909.  He married 

Pauline Belle Westwood of Flint, who lived from 

January 14, 1910 to August 19, 1996.  Marvin died 

November 6, 1985 at Sparrow Hospital in Lansing.  

Pauline also died in Lansing. 

Reijer [Reyer] Beekman  [1870-1952] 
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The son of Albert and Aartje Van Den Hoek Beekman, 

Reijer was born in The Netherlands on November 11, 

1870 and died in Grand Haven in 1952. In 1895 or 1896 

he married Elsie Hoeksema in Ottawa County.  Elsie, the 

daughter of John and Kate Hoeksema of Grand Haven, 

was born in The Netherlands on January 30, 1878.  

Elbert W., one of their children, was born on March 24, 

1897 and another was Catherine, who was born on May 

28, 1900 and married Ralph Sheffield.  Both Elbert and 

Catherine were born in Grand Haven.  Reijer worked at 

Eagle Ottawa Leather Company.  The Beekmans, who 

resided at 915 Fulton, were members of the First 

Reformed Church of Grand Haven.  Elsie died in Grand 

Rapids on May 28, 1975. 

William Beekman  [1882-1964] 

William, the son of Albert and Aartje ñAliceò Van Den 

Hoek Beekman, was born in Grand Haven on April 24, 

1882.  He married Margaret Pellegrom on October 21, 

1909.  She was born in Michigan on February 19, 1890, 

and died in Grand Haven on February 9, 1976.  The 

Beekmans owned a 30-acre farm in Grand Haven 

Township.  William died in Grand Haven about 

December 28, 1964.  Their children, both born in Grand 

Haven Township, were Robert, who lived from 

September 12, 1913 to February 5, 1992, and Harold, 

who lived from October 16, 1915 to November, 1958.  

Margaret and William were buried at Lake Forest 

Cemetery.  

Ernest Henry Beernink  [1894-1970] 

Ernest Beernink was born in Muskegon on July 2, 1894.  

In 1917 he resided in Coopersville, but by 1940 he had 

moved to Grand Haven and opened a physicianôs office 

at 222½ Washington.  He received his medical degree 

from the University of Michigan in 1921.  Ernest 

married Gladys Dunbrook on October 24, 1922.  They 

resided at 502 Lafayette.  They had at three daughters: 

Betty, born about 1928; and Mary, born about 1932. 

Beverly C.  Ernest died about January 6, 1970 and was 

buried at Lake Forest Cemetery. 

Charles Begin I  [1857-1907] 

In 1889 Charles Begin sold his interest in a Spring Lake 

brick-making business to Fred J. Bertschy, who 

reopened it under the name Bertschy Brick & Tile 

Company.  Charles became Superintendent of the 

company.  At another time he had a saloon on the 

southeast corner of Division and Savidge Streets in 

Spring Lake [226 West Savidge].  His wife was Lena 

Arentsen [Auisston], whom he married in Ottawa 

County in 1889.  Lena was born in Wisconsin on 

December 18, 1859 and died on July 15, 1931.  Her 

mother, Barbara Arentsen, ran the Central House in 

Spring Lake and her father, Andrew Arentsen, opened a 

grocery store in Ferrysburg in 1867.  The Beginsô infant 

son, born in 1894, died on October 8, 1899.  They also 

had a daughter, Florence P., born in February, 1890, and 

a son, Charles H. II, born in December, 1897. Charles I 

was born in Canada on February 2, 1857 and died on 

October 28, 1907.  He and his wife were buried at 

Spring Lake Cemetery. 

Charles [Carl]  Behm  [1862-1942] 

Charles, the son of Friedrich Johannes and Dorothea 

Maria Behm, was born in Prussia on November 29, 1862 

and immigrated to the United States in 1868.  The 

Behms settled in Section 26 of Grand Haven Township, 

where they lived in a log cabin. Charles and his brother 

Ferdinand [Fred] owned adjoining farms in Section 26, 

about a half mile east of U.S. 31 along M-45.  In 1897 

Charlesôs 40 acres was on the east and Ferdinandôs 40 

acres on the west of the dividing line.  The farms 

extended as far south as Winans.  Charles also was Road 

Commissioner.  On December 4, 1887 in Grand Haven, 

he married Minna ñMinnieò Groth, who was born in 

Germany on June 26, 1867, immigrated to the United 

States in 1880, died on June 11, 1906, and was buried at 

Historic Grand Haven Township Cemetery.  Their 

children, all born locally, were William, born in May, 

1888; Herman, born on February 28, 1893; Emil, born 

about 1895; Ida, born in September, 1896; Otto Henry, 

born May 18, 1899 and Ewalt [Ewald], born on May 13, 

1900.  Ewalt worked with the maintenance department at 

the Brunswick Corporation in Muskegon.  Charles died 

about December 2, 1942 and was buried at Historic 

Grand Haven Township Cemetery. 

Charles William Behm  [@1870-1908] 

Born in Grand Haven about 1870, the son of Captain 

Frederick and Minnie Behm, Charles graduated in 1892 

from the University of Michigan Medical School.  He 

was with the Chicago Health Department as disinfectant 

chief.  He married and lived at 409 Laurence Avenue in 

Chicago.  Charles died of cancer of the liver on May 16, 

1908, leaving his wife and several brothers.  He was 

buried in Chicago.  [Tribune obituary, May 18, 1908.] 

Dorothy Klemke Behm  [1908-1999] and Henry 

Behm  [1904-1969] 

Dorothy was born on February 26, 1908 to George and 

Augusta Anna Post Klemke.  She married Henry Behm 

on June 4, 1927.  He was born July 10, 1904 and died in 

June, 1969.  Dorothy Behm was a member of St. Johnôs 

Lutheran Church and was active with the Ladies Aid and 

Quilters Group.  Their four sons included Richard and 

Kenneth of Grand Haven; Edwin of Arizona; and 

Edmond of California.  In 1930 Henry was a polisher at 

Grand Haven Brass Foundry. 

Edward Louis Behm  [1876-1964] 
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In 1908 Edward Behm made his living as a sailor.  By 

1918 he was Foreman at the Panhard Motor Company at 

1301 Fulton, and by the mid-1920s he owned a Hudson-

Essex auto dealership and repair service at 1453 

Pennoyer.  On June 29, 1899 in Grand Haven he married 

Matilda Retzlaff.  They resided at 1302 Columbus.  

Edward was born in Grand Haven on September 7, 

1876.  Mathilda was born in August, 1877, passed away 

about May 27, 1965, and was buried at Lake Forest 

Cemetery.  They resided at 526 Pennoyer.  Edward 

passed away in Grand Haven in July, 1964 and was 

buried at Lake Forest. 

Ernest Behm  [1909-1987] 

Ernest, the son of Henry and Henrietta Behm, was born 

on October 31, 1909.  Before moving north, he worked 

for Anderson-Bolling for a number of years.  His wife, 

Myrtle Schnitz, was born November 16, 1895 and died 

in Presque Isle on June 9, 1978.  Ernest passed away 

while living in Presque Isle on April 14, 1987. 

Ferdinand ñFredò W. Behm [Boehme]  [1854- 1940] 

Born in Prussia on February 20, 1854, the son of 

Friedrich Johannes and Dorothea Maria Behm, Fred 

settled in Grand Haven Township with his parents in 

1868 and was raised in a log cabin.  He and his brother 

Charles owned adjoining farms in Section 26, about a 

half-mile east of U.S. 31 along M-45, as well as other 

acreage in the township.  In 1897 Charlesôs 40-acre farm 

was on the east and Ferdinandôs 40 acres was on the 

west of the dividing line.  The farms extended as far 

south as Winans. Their family was among those that 

started Immanuel Lutheran Church in West Olive, which 

was moved to M-45, east of the farms, in the mid-1950s 

when U.S. 31 was improved.  Fred was a Deacon of the 

church.  His first wife, Bertha Emilie Louise Wauk, was 

born on February 22, 1850 and died in childbirth on 

October 9, 1897.  They had at least three sons:  Henry, 

born on September 1, 1875; Ernest, who was born on 

May 13, 1884 and died on February 2, 1969; and Robert, 

who was born on September 13, 1894 and died on 

December 8, 1950.  By 1900 Fredôs wife was Amelia 

[Emelie], who was born in Germany on January 27, 

1862, immigrated to the United States in 1897, and 

passed away on June 5, 1939. Fred passed away on 

November 22, 1940 and was buried at Historic Grand 

Haven Township Cemetery, as were Bertha and Amelia.  

[Tribune obituary, November 7 and 15, 1921.] 

Frederick W. Behm  [1867-1957] 

A native of Michigan, Frederick Behm was born on July 

22, 1867.  His wife, Hedwig ñHattie,ò was born in 

Germany in August, 1877 and came to the United States 

in 1885.  The Behms owned a farm in Grand Haven 

Township.  Their children, all born locally, included 

Fransciska ñFrancis,ò born in July, 1897, Margaretha 

ñGreta,ò born in July, 1898, and Florence, born about 

1903.  Fred died on July 3, 1957and was buried at 

Historic Grand Haven Township Cemetery. 

Friedrich Johannes ñJohnò Behm  [1812-1888] 

Friedrich Johannes Behm was born in Prussia on April 

18, 1812 and died in Grand Haven Township on April 

21, 1888.  His wife, Dorothea ñDoraò Maria, also a 

native of Prussia, lived from December 3, 1819 to April 

28, 1895.  All their children were born in Prussia:  

Wilhelmina ñMina,ò born on February 2, 1842; Johan 

Fredeick, who was born and died in Prussia; Maria, born 

on May 5, 1846; Wilhelm, born in November, 1848; 

Caroline ñLenaò, who was born on May 17, 1851 and 

married Henry Luss of Grand Haven; Ferdinand, born on 

February 20, 1854; Johan ñJohnò C., born in July, 1856; 

Mathilde, born on January 22, 1859; and Carl ñCharles,ò 

born on November 29, 1862.  The family settled on 160 

acres in Section 26 of Grand Haven Township in 1868.  

Friedrich and Dorothea were buried in Historic Grand 

Haven Township Cemetery. 

Johan Frederick Wilhelm ñWilliamò Behm  [1817-

1879] 

Born in Stettin, Germany on May 17, 1817 William 

Behm immigrated to Ottawa County and by 1864 owned 

approximately 200 acres in Section 21 of Grand Haven 

Township and an additional 100 acres or so in Section 

15.  While still in Germany, he married Karoline 

[Caroline] Wilhelmine Augusta Hartman, who was born 

in Stettin, Germany in January, 1816 [1821].  The 

Behms had six children, all born in Stettin:  Karl 

Frederick, who was born on June 22, 1844 and settled in 

Grand Haven Township; Albertina, who was born about 

1845, married a Mr Kuehne in Berlin, and died in 

Chicago about 1876; Ludwig, who was born about 1846 

and resided in Grand Haven; Auguste Wilhelmine 

Dorothee, who was born on June 17, 1850, married 

Friedrich Kramer of Grand Haven, died on November 

10, 1941, and was buried at Lake Forest Cemetery; 

Amelia [Emelie], who was born in Prussia about 1852 

and married Charles Hass of Grand Haven on June 5, 

1873; and Louise Augusta Dorthea, who was born 

September 1, 1855 and married Wilhelm ñWilliamò 

Ernst Heinrich Zoerner of Grand Haven.  Johan passed 

away on December 24, 1879 and was buried at Lake 

Forest Cemetery.  Karoline died on March 23, 1892. 

Johan ñJohnò Behm [Beam]  [1819-1907] 

Born in 1819 in Prussia [Germany], John Behm was one 

of the first 23 members of the German Immanuel Church 

and one of its original elders when the church was 

organized in 1870 in Grand Haven Township.  John and 

his wife, Minnie, were married in June, 1842 in Prussia.  

She was born about 1823 and died on July 1, 1907.  

They settled first in Niagara County, New York in 1848.  
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By 1864 the Behms owned a 95-acre farm in Section 16 

of Grand Haven Township, at the northeast and 

northwest corners of Buchanan and Lakeshore Drive.  

Their children were Johannes, who lived from 1852 to 

1917 and whose 50-acre farm was directly across the 

street from his parents; Ferdinand [Fred], who lived 

from 1854 to 1910; Helena, who was born in 1864 and 

married Andrew Van Hoef of Grand Haven; William, 

who was born about 1865 and moved to Los Angeles, 

California; Annie, who was born about 1866 and 

married Henry Steffens of Agnew; John C., who married 

Hazel Hurinel on November 13, 1914; and Charles and 

Henry Behm, who moved to St. Paul, Minnesota.  The 

Village of Agnew originally was named Johnsville in 

honor of Johan Behm.  He died at his home on May 1, 

1907 and was buried at Historic Grand Haven Townshp 

Cemetery with Minnie.  [Tribune obituaries, March 11, 

1907 and July 1, 1907.] 

Johannes ñJohnò  Behm  [1850-1917] 

Johannes Behm was born in New York in April, 1850.  

He married Wilhelmina Emilie Augusta Ehrke, also 

known as Minna or Minnie.  She was born in Germany 

in October, 1854, came to the United States in 1868 and 

died in 1919.  Their children, all born in Michigan, were 

Albert, born on April 24, 1875; Henry, born on 

September 1, 1877; Bertha, who was born in 1880 and 

died on January 13, 1899; Anna, born in July, 1882; 

Louis, born in February, 1885; and John, born on May 

12, 1887. John, Minna, and Bertha were buried at 

Historic Grand Haven Township Cemetery; 

Johannes ñJohnò C.  Behm  [1856- ?] 

John Behm was born in Germany in July, 1856 and 

came to the United States in 1868.  His wife, Mathilda, 

was born in Michigan in September, 1858, passed away 

in 1919, and was buried at Historic Grand Haven 

Township Cemetery.  Their daughter Emma was born in 

September, 1882, and Clara, who became a telephone 

operator, was born on September 20, 1890.  The Behms 

also had a son, Ferdinand ñFred,ò who was born on 

March 15, 1880, became a teamster, and on October 30, 

1912 in Coopersville married Cleora Olive Ives Walling, 

the widow of Amos Walling.  Another son, Walter, was 

born in July, 1884. 

In 1900 the Behms owned a farm in Section 16 of Grand 

Haven Township.  According to the 1908 Directory, 

Matilda and her daughter Emma ran a millinery shop at 

103-105 Washington Street, and John had a draying 

business and sold windmills and pumps.  His business 

and residence were both located at 202 North Seventh 

Street. 

Karl Frederick ñFredò Behm  [1844-1916] 

Frederick Behm, who became a ship carpenter in Grand 

Haven, was born in Stettin, Prussia on June 22, 1844, the 

son of William and Karoline Hartman Behm.  His wife, 

Minnie [Wilhelmina], was born in the same country in 

February, 1842.  The Behms had four children, all born 

locally:  Charles W., born about 1870; John W., born 

about 1871; Louis W., born about 1873; Lena, born on 

September 4, 1874; and Willi, who was born on April 

20, 1877 and died of diphtheria on December 23, 1879.  

They also had an adopted child, Ella, born in Michigan 

in August, 1897. The family resided at 216 Madison.  In 

1886 Captain Behm launched a two-masted schooner, 

named Lena Behm for his daughter.  The 59 foot craft 

carried lumber, fruit, and other products to various Lake 

Michigan ports.  Captain Behm sold the vessel when he 

retired in 1899.  In 1900 he was classified as a lumber 

dealer and a few years later he was working as a 

carpenter.  Lena passed away on November 11, 1899.  

Frederick died on April 26, 1916 and was buried at Lake 

Forest Cemetery with his wife, daughter, and other 

family members.  Minnie died in 1917. 

Ludwig Behm  [1845-1905] 

The son of William and Karoline Hartman Behm, 

Ludwig was born Stettin, Germany in October, 1845 and 

immigrated to America in 1871.  He married Albertine 

Louise Marie [Mena/Mary] Hartmann, worked as a 

shipôs carpenter in Grand Haven, and died in St. Louis, 

Missouri on January 12, 1905. 

William Behm  [1863- ?] 

William and Alvirne [Alvine] Behm owned a farm in 

Grand Haven Township.  William was born in Michigan 

in July, 1863.  Alvine, the daughter of Wilhelm and 

Emily Friese, was born in Germany in February, 1871.  

Wilhelm Freiese was born in May, 1837, and came to 

Grand Haven Township in 1899.  Emilie, a native of 

Germany, was born in June, 1838.  Alvi rne had been 

married before, and had a son, Willi, born in Germany in 

April, 1894.  The family of four was residing in Section 

4 of Grand Haven Township in 1900. 

John ñJackò Paul Beihl  [1893-1964] 

Jack Beihl was born in Grand Haven on January 4, 1893.  

His father, William, was born in West Virginia [then 

part of Virginia] in 1861 and died about February 19, 

1926.  His mother, Mary Ann, was born in England 

about 1868 and died on December 11, 1941.  The Beihls 

moved to Grand Haven from Wheeling, West Virginia, 

during the 1880s or early 1890s, and early in the next 

decade resided at 1202 Franklin.  William worked at 

Story & Clark.  Jack had three sisters and four brothers.  

As a coronet player, he was a member of the Grand 

Haven Concert Band in its early days, as well as the 

Jackie Band and the Elkôs Band.  In his teens Jack 

became a member of the Ewing Zouave Band for a year, 
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and he gave Henry Kooiman lessons on the saxophone.  

He earned enough money from his musical talents to 

cover his tuition fees at Ferris Institute [Ferris State 

University], where he graduated in 1917 as a pharmacist.  

He worked for the Van I. Witt Pharmacy in downtown 

Grand Haven [216 Washington]. About 1922 Jack 

became a partner with John Boyink and bought 

Raymond Presleyôs Square Drug Store on the northwest 

corner of Seventh and Fulton Streets [635 Fulton].  Two 

years later, he bought out Boyink and became the sole 

owner of the store, but lost it during the Depression. 

After the loss, Jack worked as pharmacist at Mulderôs 

Drug Store [136 Washington] and Vossôs at 635 Fulton. 

In 1928 Jack was elected Alderman under Mayor 

Herbert H. Hillman.  He served in 1929, also. 

On March 11, 1919, Jack married Ruth Mae Workman 

of Spring Lake and they moved into a home on Lake 

Avenue before building a new house at 515 South 

Seventh Street as early as the 1920s, where they 

remained into the 1960s. One of their children, Kathleen, 

was born about 1921 and died in 1997.  Jack died on 

July 4, 1964 and was buried at Lake Forest Cemetery.  

Ruth was born on May 11, 1896 and died in Grand 

Haven on October 25, 1974. 

Charles Hobart ñHobyò Bell  [1905-1985] 

The brother of Helen Bell, with whom he shared a home 

at 18168 Terrace Road in Spring Lake, and son of Jacob 

and Martha Bell, C. Hobart Bell was born on July 23, 

1905 and died in Grand Haven on April 28, 1985.  He 

owned and operated Hoby Bellôs Sport Shop, first 

located in the mid-1930s at 118 Washington Street, then 

at 126 Washington in the 1940s, and finally at 220 North 

Beacon by 1971.  He and Joseph Zeimet I were partners 

when the Sport Shop was established about 1935.  

Before he opened the shop on Washington, Hoby was a 

trimmer at Grand Haven Awning and Auto Trim, located 

at 409 North Seventh Street.  At that time he and his 

sister lived with their mother, Martha Bell, at 1411 

Washington Street. 

Charles Y. Bell  [1808-1870] 

Charles Bell married Eliza Barber, the sister of Jabez 

Barber.  Eliza was born in England about 1807.  After 

Jabez lost his life in the wreck of the Pacific while 

returning from England in 1854, Charles took up 

residence in Spring Lake and ran the business.  His wife 

had inherited the Barber property.  Charles was born in 

1808 and died on October 26, 1870.  He was buried at 

Spring Lake Cemetery.  Their son Charles eventually 

took over the mill, which became known as the W. H. 

Bell Co.  Also working at the mill were two other sons, 

Edward, born in Canada about 1847, and Frederick, also 

born in Canada, in 1845.  Frederick died on September 

18, 1870.  Henry, a bookkeeper, was another member of 

the Bell family employed at the mill in 1870.  He was 

born in Canada about 1833. 

Edwin G. Bell I  [@1837ï1886] 

Born in Canada about 1837, Edwin Bell came to Grand 

Haven from Menasha, Wisconsin in July, 1878 as 

bookkeeper for the Wait Manufacturing Company.  

When the Wait Company was reorganized in 1881, 

Edwin was named President and General Manager.  His 

wife, Louisa Buttrick, was born in New York and lived 

from 1844 to 1941.  Edwin died about April 23, 1886 

and was buried at Lake Forest Cemetery, as was his 

wife.  They had two children born in Wisconsin:  Mattie 

A., born about 1868, and Clara C., born about 1871, and 

Edwin G. II, born in Grand Haven in 1886.  Clara 

married Hubert ñBertò Mansfield of Grand Haven.  

Living with the Bells in Grand Haven in 1880 was 

Louisaôs sister, Flora.  Flora was born in Wisconsin 

about 1862. 

Helen M. Bell  [1898-1968] 

Born October 5, 1898 in Salem, Massachusetts, Helen 

was the sister of C. Hobart Bell of Spring Lake.  As a 

child she moved to Holland with her parents, Jacob and 

Martha Bell, and graduated from Holland High School 

and Hope College.  Helen did graduate work at 

Northwestern University and received her master degree 

from the University of Wisconsin.  She taught at Hope 

College for five years and then came to Grand Haven, 

where she taught American history at the high school 

until her retirement in 1964 after 42 years teaching.  She 

was one of the organizers of the League of Women 

Voters in the 1940s.  She was a member of the First 

Presbyterian Church.  Helen died at her home, which she 

shared with her brother, at 18168 Terrace, Spring Lake, 

on October 10, 1968 and was buried at Lake Forest 

Cemetery.  [Tribune obituary, October 11, 1968.] 

John Bell  [1844-1893] 

John Bell was listed in the 1893 Compendium as 

ñengineer.ò  He was born about July 2, 1844, died on 

January 2, 1893, and was buried at Lake Forest 

Cemetery.  His widow, Helen, lived at 214 Columbus.  

John and Helen had a daughter Jennie. 

William H. Bell  [1840-1913] 

William Bell joined the firm of Barber & Mason in 

Spring Lake in 1864 as an engineer.  The son of Charles 

Y. and Eliza Barber Bell, William was born in Canada 

and lived from February, 1840 to 1913.  Eventually the 

mill took Williamôs name and was called W. H. Bell Co.  

By 1876 William owned more than 85 acres in Section 2 

of Spring Lake Township.  William was buried at Spring 

Lake Cemetery. 

Albert Earl Bement  [1879-1957] 
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Born in Georgetown Township, Ottawa County, on May 

10, 1879 [1878], Albert Bement owned a 40-acre farm in 

Section 30 of Allendale Township.  His parents were 

Harley C. and Marinda Parker Bement, who were 

married in Ottawa County on June 14, 1857.  On March 

30, 1905, in Ottawa Station, Albert married Fern Headly, 

who lived from 1883 to October 1, 1969 and was buried 

at Allendale Cemetery with her husband, who passed 

away in 1957.  The Bements had six children.  Clemens 

Bement was Albertôs brother. 

Clemens Clinton Bement I  [1867-1955] 

Around 1900 Clemens Bement and Henry Spear owned 

Spear & Bement, ñManufacturers of Fish, Syrup and 

Pickle Packages, Flour, Fruit, and all kinds of slack 

barrels.ò  The company was located in Grand Haven.  

Clemens was a cooper by trade.  The son of Harley C. 

and Marinda Parker Bement, he was born in Georgetown 

Township on May 29, 1867.  He married Lutie [Leutie] 

I. Robinson on September 15, 1892 in Robinson 

Township.  Lutie, the daughter of Ira and Marian Juilene 

Robinson, was born locally on July19, 1870.  They were 

married about 1892.  Their children, all born in 

Michigan, were Sherman, born in July, 1892; Herold, 

born in August, 1895; and Clemens II, who was born on 

August 16, 1899 and died in February, 1985.  The family 

resided on Washington Street.  By 1930 the Bements 

were residing in Bay City, Michigan, where Clemens 

passed away on November 16, 1955.  Lutie died on 

December 31, 1964 in Gladwin, Michigan.  Albert 

Bement was Clemens brother. 

Harley Bement I  [1795-1882] 

On January 19, 1863 Harley Bement I enlisted in Grand 

Rapids as Private with Company F of the 7
th
 Michigan 

Calvary during the Civil War.  He was mustered out a 

few months later, on May 12, 1863 because of severe 

ñillness,ò probably a reference to the loss of his left 

hand.  He received $8.00 a month for his service and 

wound.  In 1834 [1818] he married Eliza Wood Briggs, 

who was born about 1800.  Eliza died in June, 1856 in a 

house fire in Groton, Michigan.  On February 27, 1857 

in Ottawa County, he married Annie ñAnnaò Parker.  

She was born in New York about 1818.  Harley was 

born in Lenox, Massachusetts about 1795 and served 

with the Sixth New York Infantry in the War of 1812.  A 

compilation of veterans of that war listed Harley as 

serving in Doxôs and Perryôs Company of the 13
th
 

Regiment of the United States Army.  Harley and Eliza  

had at least one son, Harley II, who was born in Steuben 

County, New York on January 3, 1835.  The young 

Harley also served during the Civil War.  Harley and 

Eliza had nine other children.  The 1850 census cited 

Harley I as owning an 80-acre farm in Section 5 of 

Georgetown Township.  The family was located there by 

1845.  Harley died on March 1 [3], 1882 in Allendale, 

probably at the home of Harley II.  On July 22 his 

widow applied for a widowôs pension. 

Harley Bement II  [1835-1916] 

Harley C. and Marinda Parker Bement were married in 

Georgetown Township on June 14, 1857.  Marinda was 

his step-motherôs sister.  Among their children were 

Clemens Clinton, born in Georgetown Township on May 

29, 1867, and Albert Earl, born in Georgetown 

Township on May 10, 1879.  On May 13, 1861 in Grand 

Rapids, Harley enlisted as Corporal and joined Company 

I of the 3
rd
 Michigan Infantry about a month later.  He 

received a disability discharge on November 11, 1862 in 

New York City.  According to an 1890 Civil War census 

of veterans in Ottawa County, Harleyôs left hand had 

been shot off in the war, deeming him ñcrippled, 

useless.ò  Harley settled in Georgetown Township after 

the war and moved to Allendale Township about 1881.  

In Allendale, he was a Justice of the Peace for 20 years.  

The son of Harley and Eliza Briggs Bement I, Harley II 

was born in Steuben County, New York on January 3, 

1835 and died on November 5, 1916.  He was buried at 

Allendale Township Cemetery.  Marinda, who was born 

about June, 1835 in Indiana, passed away in 1915. 

George Benedict  [? - ?] 

George Benedict was born in Brooklyn, New York.  His 

father leased a building on the corner of Fulton and 

Ferry Streets [1003 Fulton], formerly the Maurer Glove 

Factory, to manufacture baseballs.  Organized as a 

branch of a Brooklyn, New York company, the local 

business sold baseballs to a number of minor league 

teams.  [Tribune article, ñGH Sources New Industry,ò 

February 2, 1909.] 

Homer W. Benedict  [1914-1976] 

With Lester Kammeraad as his partner, Homer Benedict 

started Grand Haven Screw Products in 1947.  Benedict 

was born in Grand Haven on July 29, 1914 and died 

there on January 2, 1976.  He was buried at Lake Forest 

Cemetery.  Benedictôs wife was Christine Dense, whom 

he married on July 13, 1933.  They resided at 519 Terrill 

in Grand Haven.  After Homerôs death his son, Robert P. 

Benedict, became President of the company.  Robertôs 

wife, Sheryl, was Vice President.  Richard and Sheryl 

resided at 14879 Cross Lane in Spring Lake Township.  

Christine passed away on December 12, 2001 and also 

was buried at Lake Forest. 

Frank Benes  [1922-1998] 

Frank Benes married Margaret J., daughter of John and 

Janet Van Tol Verseput of Grand Haven.  Margaret lived 

from April 23, 1920 to November 22, 1994.  Frank, who 

worked for Construction Aggregates in Ferrysburg, was 

born on August 12, 1922 and died on September 7, 
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1998.  The Beneses resided at 15705 Robbins Road.  

They were buried at Lake Forest Cemetery. 

Whitman Stoddard Benham  [@1825-1880] 

Born in 1825 or 1826 in Byron, New York, the third son 

of James and Lucy Mead Benham II, Whitman first 

taught for awhile and then became interested in 

newspaper publishing.  The Benhams left New York and 

moved to Peru, Indiana, where Whitman was editor of 

the Republican.  From there he became editor and owner 

of the Bedford, Indiana Independent, and the Newton, 

Iowa Free Press, before moving to Grand Haven.  In 

June, 1877 Whitman bought the Grand Haven Herald 

from Crinis H. Dubois and published it until his death.  

Guy Weber bought the business from Benhamôs estate. 

Whitman married Sarah Louise Bates on February 9, 

1856.  Sarah was born in New York about 1832.  They 

had six children, two of whom survived: George Bates, 

born in Indiana in 1860, and Grace, born in Newton, 

Iowa on March 11, 1869.  Bates was listed as Printer in 

the 1880 census.  Whitman died, along with his wife, in 

the wreck of the Alpena, which was lost in Lake 

Michigan on October 15, 1880. 

Perry HenryBenjamin  [@1862-1917] 

The Wiltshire Glove Company had a factory near the 

southwest corner of Washington and Second Streets in 

Grand Haven.  In the early 1900s Perry Benjamin was 

Secretary of the company.  Perry was born in Zeeland, 

Michigan about 1862.  On December 27, 1888, in 

Hamilton, Michigan, he married May E. Harvey.  May, 

the daughter of John Harvey, was born in Kalamazoo 

County about 1867.  On October 31, 1901, in Grand 

Haven Perry married Ellen Margaret Young, who was 

born in Grand Haven about 1872.  She was the daughter 

of William and Ella Young and sister of Williamena 

Young.  The Benjamins lived at 308 South Fifth Street 

and attended the Presbyterian Church.  Their daughter, 

Lois Catherine, was born on December 12, 1909 and 

died on August 7, 1929.  She was buried with her 

grandparents, William and Ellen Young, at Lake Forest 

Cemetery.  Perry died about May 3, 1917.  Margaret 

passed away on December 29, 1958 and was buried at 

the same cemetery. 

Alfred Bennett [Bennet]  [1803-1881] 

Alfred and Louisa Bennett, apparently the first 

permanent Black settlers in the Gand Haven area were 

part of the local population by 1845.  They and their 

descendants remained in Spring Lake and Grand Haven 

for decades.  Alfred Bennett was born in Virginia [New 

York] on August 12, 1803.  His wife, Louisa [Louise], a 

native of New York, was born about 1806.  The Bennetts 

appear in the 1850 census for Spring Lake.  The next 

year, on October 4, 1851 the Bennetts purchased from 

Henry Pennoyer and William Kanouse land just east of 

Five Mile Hill, the location of todayôs Grand Haven 

YMCA [Section 29 of Grand Haven Township].  Not 

long after paying $100 for the parcel they purchased 

additional abutting land.  Their combined holdings of 24 

acres became known as Bennettôs Hollow long before it 

became Mulliganôs Hollow, as it is called today.  The 

Bennetts moved their homestead to the Hollow, and they 

were there at the time of the 1860 census.  Another 

Black family, Leonard and Mary Thompson, lived next 

door to the Bennetts.  The Bennett family was not found 

in the 1870 enumeration, and by the time of the next 

census they were residing on Third Street in Grand 

Haven.  Possibly John Mulligan purchased the Hollow 

from them in the decade of the 1870s.  Their children, all 

born in New York, were George, born in July, 1826; 

Edward, born about 1831; John E., who was born about 

1834 and in 1860 worked as a cook at the Rice Hotel in 

downtown Grand Haven; Mary J., born on May 30, 

1839; Virgil, born about 1841; Rutson [Rudson] M., 

born about 1844; and Helen, who was born in July, 1845 

and married Albert Hicks of Grand Haven.  Living with 

Alfred and Louisa in 1880 was their eight-year old 

grandson Ivan Bennett.  Alfred died in Grand Haven on 

January 16, 1881.  His was one of the bodies moved 

when the original cemetery was converted to Central 

Park and Lake Forest became the cityôs burying ground.  

[On July 19, 1883 the Grand Haven City Council passed a 

number of resolutions requiring removal of the bodies, 

considering the action a ñpublic necessity to safeguard the 

health of the community.ò  Most of the dead were 

relocated to the more remote Lake Forest Cemetery].  

Louisa, who passed away on March 17, 1885, also was 

buried at Lake Forest Cemetery. 

Dennis H. Bennett  [1861-1940] 

Dennis Bennett partnered with Jesse Woodbury of 

Allendale Township to start a planing mill.  Dennis was 

born in May, 1861 in Michigan.  On January 15, 1890 in 

Allendale, he married Emma Jenkins.  She was born in 

May, 1873 in Michigan.  They had at least three 

children:  Flossie, born about 1892; Fidelia, born about 

1893, and Nellie, born about 1896.  Dennis and Emma 

were married in 1889.  By 1930 they had moved to 

Gaines in Kent County.  Dennis died in 1940 and was 

buried at Allendale Township Cemetery.  Emma had 

passed away in 1936 and also was buried at Allendale. 

George E. Bennett I  [1826- ?] 

Alfred and Louisa Bennettôs oldest child, George, 

married Bridget [Britton], a White woman, who was 

born in Ireland about 1823.  Georgeôs and Brittonôs 

children, listed as Mulattoes in the 1860 census, were 

Sarah L., born in Michigan about 1856, George E. II, 

born in Wisconsin about 1858, and Charles, born in 

Michigan about 1866.  George I, born in New York in 
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July, 1826, worked as a laborer in Grand Haven, but by 

the time of the 1880 census he and his family had moved 

to Walker, Kent County, where he was employed as an 

expressman [a freight handler].  In 1900 he was a 

widower and retired and still residing in Walker.  The 

Bennett family was Black.   

Richard Bennett  [@1831- ?] 

In 1870 Dick Bennett was a laborer residing in Grand 

Haven.  He was born about 1831 in New York.  With 

him were his wife, Ann, who was born in Ohio about 

1834.  Their children were Ruth, who was born about 

1852 and became a dressmaker; Mary, also born about 

1852 and also a dressmaker; John, born in New York 

about 1858; Henry, born in Indiana about 1862; William, 

born about 1864; Susan, born about 1867; and Phebe, 

born about 1869.  Ruth and Mary were born in Ohio, 

William, Susan, and Phebe were born in Michigan.  Also 

part of the Bennett household in 1870 was Mary Witter, 

another dressmaker, born in Ohio about 1851. 

Rutson [Rudson/Rutsen] Bennett  [@1844- ?] 

On March 12, 1863 in Detroit, Rutson Bennett enlisted 

as Private in Company E of the 1
st
 Michigan Colored 

Infantry.  The regiment left Detroit on March 28, 1864 

and was first attached to the Ninth Army in Annapolis, 

Maryland, but around the middle of the next month it 

was sent to Hilton Head, South Carolina, and eventually 

on to other assignments in the southeast United States.  

The troops of the 102
nd

 participated in a number of 

battles, mostly in South Carolina.  Rutson, the son of 

Alfred and Louisa Bennett, was promoted to Corporal on 

January 1, 1864.  He and the rest of the regiment were 

mustered out in Charleston, South Carolina on 

September 30, 1865 and released with pay in Detroit two 

and a half weeks later. 

Rutsonôs wife, Ellen [Ella], was born in Missouri about 

1847.  They had three sons, including Irwin [Edwin], 

who was born in Grand Haven on June 7, 1872 and died 

in Grand Haven on September 7, 1872.  Another of their 

sons, Eugene, was born locally about 1874.  A third son, 

Frederick, died in Grand Haven on December 24, 1877 

at the age of one year.  In the 1870s Rutson worked as a 

barber at a shop on Washington Street in downtown 

Grand Haven.  He and Ellen were still in Grand Haven 

as late as December 24, 1877, the day they lost their 

three-month old infant boy, Frederick, who was buried at 

Lake Forest Cemetery.  By 1880 Rutson and Ellen were 

residing in Savannah, Georgia, where both worked as 

hairdressers.  Thirty years later Rutson was a widower 

living alone in Oakland, Alameda County, California.  

There was no record after that except a reference to him 

in his brother Virgilôs obituary of November 6, 1915 as 

still being a resident of California. 

Selet Bennett  [? - ?] 

Selet Bennett appeared as the name of the father in two 

death records for Ottawa County, but did not show up in 

any other records.  On April 8, 1891, his son Bertel died.  

Bertel was born in Michigan on January 20, 1874.  

Seletôs daughter Daisy died a little more than a month 

after her brother, on May 23.  She was nine years old.  

The cause of their deaths was not given, nor was their 

motherôs name.  Selet and the children were listed as 

Black. 

Virgil C. Bennett  [@1841-1915] 

Virgil,  the son of Alfred and Louisa Bennett, in 1880 

was working as a tugboat engineer in Grand Haven.  He 

married Celeste Bourdley in Ottawa County on January 

27, 1866.  She was born in Pennsylvania [Canada] in 

1847.  As early as 1871 and into the 1880s Celeste 

owned and operated a laundry at the corner of Fulton 

and Third Streets, where she, Virgil, and their ten 

children also resided.  The children, all born locally, 

included Robert C., born about 1866; Nan, born on 

December 29, 1868; Mary, born about 1869; Cecilia, 

born in October, 1869; Ira W., who was born about 1871 

and moved to Cleveland; Virgil Alfred, born on March 

10, 1873; Harry M., born on December 18, 1874; Clara 

L, born on June 6, 1876; Joseph Almer, who was born 

on January 19, 1878 and died on May 15, 1879, and 

Alva [Alovy], who was born on March 3, 1879 and died 

on February 2 two years later.  Both Joseph and Alva 

were buried at Lake Forest Cemetery.  Living next door 

to Virgil and his family on Third Street were his parents, 

Alfred and Louisa Bennett.  In 1860 Virgil was working 

as a laborer, as were his father and his brother, Edward.  

Virgil l eft town for a number of years, not returning until 

1912 or so.  None of Virgilôs children appears in 

subsequent censuses for Ottawa County.  He passed 

away at the home of Ulysses Fordham in Ferrysburg on 

November 6, 1915 and was buried at Lake Forest 

Cemetery.  Celeste passed away in 1934 and also was 

buried at Lake Forest, where her name was listed as May 

Bennett.  On various occasions Virgilôs wifeôs name 

appears as Celeste, Celestia, Silly, and May.  The 

various names must refer to the same woman, since 

presumably Virgil had one wife.  It was an African 

American family.  [Tribune obituary, November 6, 

1915.] 

Ward [William] Warren Bennett  [1879ï1959] 

Lieutenant Commander Ward Bennett was Coast Guard 

District Commander in Grand Haven from 1933 until 

1939, when the headquarters were moved.  Before that 

he was a crewman.  He was born in Glen Haven, 

Michigan on June 21, 1879.  He married Jessica M. 

Hanchew on February 15, 1907.  She was born in 

Indiana in 1887.  They had a son, Kentnor Ward., who 

was born about 1911 and died around December 10, 

1938.  The family was residing at 17 South Fourth Street 

http://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?&ti=0­&db=hdsregiment&f0=2855&f11=Union
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http://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?&ti=0­&db=hdsregiment&f0=2855&f11=Union
http://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?&ti=0­&db=hdsregiment&f0=2855&f11=Union
http://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?&ti=0­&db=hdsregiment&f0=2855&f11=Union
http://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?&ti=0­&db=hdsregiment&f0=2855&f11=Union
http://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?&ti=0­&db=hdsregiment&f0=2855&f11=Union
http://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?&ti=0­&db=hdsregiment&f0=2855&f11=Union
http://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?&ti=0­&db=hdsregiment&f0=2855&f11=Union
http://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?&ti=0­&db=hdsregiment&f0=2855&f11=Union
http://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?&ti=0­&db=hdsregiment&f0=2855&f11=Union
http://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?&ti=0­&db=hdsregiment&f0=2855&f11=Union
http://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?&ti=0­&db=hdsregiment&f0=2855&f11=Union
http://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?&ti=0­&db=hdsregiment&f0=2855&f11=Union
http://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?&ti=0­&db=hdsregiment&f0=2855&f11=Union
http://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?&ti=0­&db=hdsregiment&f0=2855&f11=Union
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in Grand Haven in 1930.  Ward died around May 28, 

1959 and was buried with his son at Lake Forest 

Cemetery.  [Tribune obituary, May 28, 1959.] 

James Benstead [Beaustead]  [1816-1877] 

The Bensteads were early settlers in the Spring Lake 

area.  James was born in England on January 25, 1816 

and died on June 27, 1877.  His wife, Mary, was born in 

England on May 26, 1814 and died on June 18, 1883.  

Both were buried at Spring Lake Cemetery.  Their 

daughter Ella was born in Michigan in 1858.  In 1870 

James was a teamster.  William Benstead was Jamesôs 

brother. 

William Benstead [Beaustead] [1812-1880] 

The Bensteads were early settlers in the Spring Lake 

area.  William was born in England on June 19, 1812. 

His wife, Mary Ann, was born in England on November 

30, 1814 and died on June 18, 1906.  William was a 

teamster in 1870.  He died on June 21, 1880.  They were 

buried at Spring Lake Cemetery.  James and William 

Benstead were brothers. 

Carl Ferdinand Berg  [1906-1976] 

Carl was born in Grand Haven on March 31, 1906, the 

son of Ferdinand and Mary Schroeder Berg.  Carl 

married Margaret Julia Wachter, who was born on 

January 6, 1909 and died on April 9, 1992.  The Bergs 

around 1930 resided at 211 Fulton.  Carl, who was an 

auto mechanic, owned the Grand Haven Pontiac 

dealership at 9-11 Washington.  The building was 

destroyed by fire on January 18, 1940, but Carl rebuilt 

and continued operating his business until he sold it to 

Donald Rosso of Grand Haven about 1958.  Carl died on 

August 19, 1976. 

Ferdinand [Fred] Berg  [1873-1961] 

Ferdinand, the son of William F. and Mary Berg, lived 

from June 22, 1873 to June 5, 1961, and his wife, Mary, 

from August 22, 1886 to February 5, 1973.  They owned 

a 110 acre farm in Grand Haven and Robinson 

Townships. 

Frederich Berg  [1844-1933] 

Frederich [Ferdinand] Berg by 1876 owned an 80-acre 

farm in Section 13 of Grand Haven Township.  The farm 

by 1912 had expanded to 220 acres, plus additional 

acreage in Robinson Township.  Frederick was born in 

Prussia in April, 1844 [1845] and died in 1933.  His 

wife, Wilhelmina [Wilhelmine], lived from May, 1845 

to 1914.  Both were born in Prussia and immigrated to 

the United States in 1872.  A son, Herman, who was 

born on March 22, 1888, took title to the property.  Their 

other children were Elizabeth, who was born in Prussia 

about 1871 and died in Ottawa County on November 27, 

1881; Carl, born in Prussia about 1872; Mathilde, who 

was born about 1874 and died on July 10, 1893; Martha 

Maria Helene [Mary], who was born on April 26, 1876 

and married Henry Saul II of Grand Haven Township; 

Richart [Richard], who was born on April 3, 1878 and 

married May Stearns in Grand Haven on October 8, 

1905; Wilhelm [William Frederich], born on February 

24, 1880; Frederich II, born in November, 1882; 

Edward, born in January, 1884; and Herman, born in 

March, 1888.  Elizabeth and Carl were born in Prussia, 

while the other children were born locally.  Frederich 

and Wilhelmina were buried at Historic Grand Haven 

Township Cemetery. 

William Ferdinand Berg  [1849-1931] 

William F. Berg was born on March 22, 1849 and died 

on July 6, 1931, and his wife, Mary Priem, lived from 

December 7, 1849 to May 29, 1935. Both were buried at 

Lake Forest Cemetery.  Born in Ziemkendorf, Germany 

[Prussia], William served in the Franco-Prussian War in 

1870-71.  With his wife and oldest son, William 

immigrated to the United States in 1883 and settled on a 

farm in Robinson Township.  About 1919 William and 

Mary moved to 310 North Third in Grand Haven.  

Among their children were Ferdinand, born in Germany 

in June, 1873; Carl Ferdinand [Charles Fred], who was 

born on September 12, 1880; Suzzie, born in April, 

1884; Elizabeth Louise, who was born about 1885, 

married Albert Graska of Grand Haven; died about 

December 7, 1946, and was buried at Lake Forest 

Cemetery; August, born in May, 1887; Fred, born in 

April, 1891; William, born on August 19, 1893; Matilda, 

born in March, 1896; and Bertha, who married a Mr Van 

Weelden.  [Tribune article, ñDeath Claims William 

Berg,ò July 6, 1931.]  

Albert C. Bertch I  [@1868-1929] 

In February, 1926, Albert C. and Eda [Edna] Bertch 

purchased from Robert Ferris 13 acres and a home that 

were part of a resort known as The Willows.  The 

property was located in Section 2 of Spring Lake 

Township [18635 Fruitport Road].  Albert was a meat 

dealer from Grand Rapids.  He was born about 1868 in 

New York.  Eda was born on July 14, 1872 in Michigan 

and died in May, 1967 in Grand Rapids.  A son, John 

Widman, was born in Maine on May 14, 1900.  Another 

son, Albert C. II, was born in Michigan in 1907. 

Frederick J. Bertschy  [1870- ?] 

In September, 1889, Fred Bertschy purchased from Dr. 

James O. Bates of Muskegon and Charles Begin of 

Spring Lake the machinery and land of a brickyard 

located on Spring Lake in Muskegon County, just north 

of Stahlôs Bayou.  He named the business Fred J. 

Bertschy & Company, and later, when C. J. Bertschy 

joined the firm in 1891 as President, it became the 

Bertschy Brick and Tile Company.  Fred J. was 
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Secretary/Treasurer, and Begin was named 

Superintendent.  Three years later C. J. sold his interest 

to Adolph L. Kern of Milwaukee, who then became 

Chief Executive Officer.  By 1880 Bertschy owned a 

menôs clothing store in Spring Lake, which he advertised 

as the ñNew Agency for the Star Laundry of Grand 

Haven,ò in addition to carrying ñGentsô Furnishings & 

Shoes.ò  He then bought Sam Fallôs grocery store at the 

southwest corner of Jackson and Savidge [200 West 

Savidge].  In 1915 he sold that business to William 

Spencer and John Singerland, who opened the S & S 

Grocery Store.  Fred was Postmaster of Spring Lake from 

June 15, 1911 to April 16, 1917, when his wife, Helen J., 

was appointed to the post and held it until September 13 

of the next year. 

It was 1878 when Fred, who was born in Wisconsin 

around 1870, came to Spring Lake from Milwaukee with 

his mother after his father had died at a young 36.  On 

July 28, 1903 he married Helen ñNellieò V. Shoemaker 

in Ottawa County.  The daughter of pioneer settler 

Michael Shoemaker,  Nellie was born in February, 1870 

in Spring Lake.  The Bertschysô daughter, Esther J. 

Ahern, born about 1907, was Spring Lake Township 

Treasurer for 11 years.  Her husband was Jack T. Ahern, 

born about 1904.  The Bertschy family resided at 305 

East Savidge, and was still living there in 1930.  Fredôs 

mother, Johanna H. Bertschy, was born about 1820 and 

died on June 12, 1905.  His fatherôs name was Jacob.  

[Tribune obituary, June 13, 1905.] 

Emil Wilhelm Bethke  [1872-1959] 

Born on January 11, 1872 in Potrzymowo, Posen, 

Prussia [Germany], Emil was the son of J. Frederick and 

Ottilie Fritz Bethke.  He immigrated to America with his 

parents in 1873.  On August 30, 1902 in Milwaukee, he 

married Katharina [Katherine] ñKateò Gross.  A native 

of Galicia, Austria, Kate lived from December 5, 1883 to 

June 28, 1975.  The family homestead was an 80-acre 

farm in Section 17 of Robinson Township [12134 136
th
 

Avenue].  Kateôs parents, George and Magdalena 

[Amelia] Huhlman Gross had an adjacent 40-acre farm. 

Emilôs and Kateôs children all born locally, were Emilie, 

who was born on August 5, 1903 and on June 20, 1923 

in Robinson Township married Julius M. Ott [1900-

1977]; George F., who was born on April 14, 1905 

married Margaret Crouse [1910-1998] in 1929, and died 

on August 11, 1972; Charlotte ñLottieò Ottilie, wo was 

born on August 29, 1906, married Anthony Ploughman 

[1900-1986] in 1926, and died on August 28, 1993; Carl 

John, who was born on December 21, 1908, married 

Jeanette Wiegerink [1913-1988] in 1937, and died on 

September 29, 1981; Edward Emil., who was born on 

March 18, 1911, married Dorothea Schillo [born on 

Dedcember 17, 1918] in 1937, and died on July 8, 1988; 

Wilhelmina ñMinnieò Katharina, who was born on 

August 19, 1912; married Stewart ñBobò Johnson in 

1932, and died on December 29, 2006; and Arnold 

Adolph, who was born on March 1, 1919, married 

Garnetta Spegel [1924-2009] in 1946.  In their latere 

years, Emile and Kate built a small retirement home on 

the corner of their farm property at 13467 Buchanan.  

Emile died on January 11, 1959 and was buried with 

Kate in Robinson Township Cemetery. 

Frederick George Bethke  [1877-1965] 

Frederick, the son of J. Frederick and Ottilie [Ottile] 

Fritz Bethke, was born in Peru, Indiana on October 3, 

1877.  He married Alma Dransfeldt on May 25, 1907 in 

Robinson Township.  Alma,the daughter of Andrew and 

Christina Handevedt Dransfeldt, was born on August 7, 

1888 in Dwight, Illinois.  Four children were born on the 

familyôs 120-acre farm in Section 17 of Robinson 

Township:  Harold A., who was born on March 8, 1908, 

married Frances Edna ñBettyò Alberda [July 13, 1912 to 

March 26, 1997] in 1933, and died on April 23, 1996; 

Stanley B., who was born on June 6, 1912, married Edna 

Engle [1913-1996] in 1934, and died on July 9, 1989; 

Irma, who was born on January 31, 1914, married 

Willi am Melvin [1916-1989] in 1935, and died on 

August 9, 1994; and Kenneth, who was born on March 

21, 1920.  The four children played on a Robinson 

Township baseball team called the Rinky Dinks.  They 

played many of their games on fields at Battle Point in 

Crockery Township and the Driving Park in Grand 

Haven Township.  About 1925 the family moved to 

1126 Slayton Street and Frederick was employed at 

Bastian-Blessing.  Frederick died on February 15, 1965 

and Alma passed away on October 3, 1978.  Both were 

buried at Lake Forest Cemetery.  [Personal 

correspondence from Marjorie Viveen, February 3, 2008 

and from Ruth Horton on January 7, 2010.] 

Johann Friedrich [Frederick] ñFredò Bethke  [1837-

1918] 

Frederick Bethke was born on February 6, 1837 

[1835/1836] in Bierzglin, Posen, Prussia [Germany].  

Prior to immigrating to the United States aboard the G. 

L. Rhein in 1873, he married Ottilie Wilhelmine Heriette 

Fritz on December 30, 1866 in Schwarzenau, Posen.  

She was the daughter of Johann and Katie Seeman Frtitz 

and lived from April 25, 1845 to January 20, 1912.  At 

the time of their arrival in American, the Bethkes had 

three children, all born in Germany: Rinhold, who was 

born on October 26, 1867; Emma [Lena] who was born 

on June 23, 1870, married Captain William Rosie of 

Grand Haven; and Emil Wilhelm, who was born on 

January 11, 1872.  They spent one year in Grand Haven 

before settling in Peru, Indiana for the next eight years, 

and returned to Ottawa County permanently in 1882.  

Frederick purchased a 240-acre farm and raised 

livestock on the southeast corner of Section 17 in 
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Robinson Township.  On December 30, 1866 married 

Ottilie Wilhelmine HenrietteFritz about 1866 in Prussia.  

A native of Germany and daughter of Johann and Katie 

Seeman Fritz, she lived from April, 1845 to 1912.  Their 

other five children were: Frederick George, born in 

Indiana on October 3, 1877; Mina ñMinnieò Anna, who 

was born in Peru, Indiana on February 21, 1880, married 

Alfred E. Kramer [1875-1950] in 1901, and died on 

December 19, 1940; Natalie ñNettie,ò who was born on 

October 7, 1882 in Grand Haven, married Frederick 

Klatt [1877-1961] in 1901, resided in Grand Haven, and 

died on January 5, 1973; John Wilhelm, born in Grand 

Haven on January 4, 1888; and Rosalie ñRosa/Roseò 

Sara Adolphine, who was born on October 13, 1891 in 

Grand Haven, married Fred Sinnhuber [born on April 

14, 1892 in Pennsylvania and died in 1958] in 1916 in 

Cleveland, Ohio; moved to Gross Pointe, Michigan, and 

died on June 9, 1975.  Rinold, Emil, Frederick, and John. 

remained for the most part on farms near their parents in 

Section 17 of Robinson Township.  Frederick J. died on 

May 3, 1918 and was buried at Robinson Cemetery with 

his wife and other family members. 

John Wilhelm Bethke  [1888-1984] 

Born in Robinson Township on January 4, 1888, the son 

of Frederick and Ottilie Fritz Bethke, John was a 

carpenter and  tree farmer.  Between 1938 and 1949 the 

family planted 10,000 red and scotch pine and spruce 

trees to stabilize the soil and generate return from 

pulpwood and Christmas tree sales.  His 100-acre farm 

at 136
th
 and Lincoln in Section 17, which had been 

homesteaded by his father, was certified in 1942.  He 

was one of the founders of the Soil Conservation Service 

and Christmas Tree Growers Association.  On August 9, 

1913 he married Celia Emma Rapp, who was born on 

March 1, 1894 in Bloomingdale, Illinois, the daughter of 

Henry and Ida Raap.  Their children included:  Robert 

Herman, who was born on April 18, 1916; Warren C., 

who was born on April 14, 1923, married Norma M. 

Warber [1928-2006] in 1949,and died on September 30, 

2004; and Lucille A., who was born on June 13, 1927, 

married Walter Tejchma [born on June 25, 1920] in 

1948, and died on May 1, 2007.  John died in Robinson 

Township on August 14, 1984, and Celia passed away 

on May 3, 1994.  Both were buried at Robinson 

Township Cemetery.  [Tribune article, ñRobinson 

Couple Owns 100 Acre Tree Farm,ò June 23, 1976.] 

Kenneth Bethke  [1920-1999] 

Kenneth was born in Grand Haven on March 21, 1920, 

the son of Frederick G. and Anna Dransfeldt Bethke.  He 

married Marian F. ñJaneò Spegel on July 17 1942 while 

serving with the Army during WWII.  She was born on 

September 7, 1920 and died in Grand Haven on October 

16, 1984.  Kenneth served in the Army Air Corps during 

WWII  and was a member of the local American Legion 

post.  He was employed by Botbylôs Garage in Grand 

Haven.  Kenneth and Jane had a daughter, Roxanne, who 

married Rich Thibault of Hudsonville.  Kenneth died on 

March 4, 1999. 

Rinold [Reinold] Bethke  [1867-1941] 

Rinold Bethke was born in Wygoda, Posen, Prussia 

[Germany] in October, 1867, the son of Frederick J. and 

Ottilie Fritz Bethke.  At age six, Rinhold moved to the 

United States with his parents, lived in Peru, Indiana for 

eight years, and settled permanently in Robinson 

Township in 1882.  On October 11, 1894 in Grand 

Haven, Rinold married Fredarika Schroeder, who was 

born on September 16, 1868 in Ritttermannshagen, 

Mecklenberg, Germany. She was the daughter of Johann 

and Sophie Roggelin Schroeder.  Fredarika was 

employed as a laundry woman a the Cutler House in 

downtown Grand Haven.  In 1895 the Bethkes built their 

home on an  80-acre farm in Section 17 of Robinson 

Township [13160 Lincoln Street].  They cleared the land 

and operated a general farm where they lived the rest of 

their lives.  Their children were: John Emil,  who was 

born on August 3, 1896, remained single, worked the 

family farm,and died on July 24, 1971; Frederick R., 

who was born on January 15, 1898, remained single, and 

died on November 12, 1923; Rinold F., who was born on 

October 1, 1901, in 1936 married Marian J. Slaughter 

[1905-1967], the daughter of Louis and Elizabeth Solms 

Slaughter of Grand Haven, and died on May 25, 1981; 

and Herbert H., who was born on September 7, 1906, 

married Leah Alderman White [1904-2003] in 1936,and 

died on January 18, 1998.  Rinold the father died on 

October 19, 1941, and Fredarika passed away on July 

19, 1927.  Both Bethkes were buried at Robinson 

Township Cemetery with their sons John, Frederick, 

Herbert, and Herbertôs wife, Leah. 

Robert Herman Bethke I  [1916-1986] 

Badly wounded while serving in Europe with the U.S. 

Army during WWII, Robert Bethke returned home to 

face two years of reconstructive surgery.  The son of 

John and Celia Raap Bethke, Robert was born in Grand 

Haven on April 18, 1916.  On April 18, he married Ella 

Mary Van Burgel of Grand Haven.  The next day he 

began his service with the Army.  After the war, he 

became ill from a brief stint as a house painter.  Not long 

afterward, Robert met U.S. Representative Gerald R. 

Ford.  They chatted awhile, and before long Robert was 

hired as a mail carrier, a position he held for 30 years.  

Making his regular postal deliveries on June 18, 1957, 

Robert opened a mailbox and discovered a new born boy 

stuffed inside.  The week-old infant survived and 

became known around the world as the ñMailbox Baby.ò 

Robert and Ella had three children:  Robert II, Bonnie, 

and Bruce, who was born on September 26, 1953.  
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Robert I died in Grand Haven on July 23, 1986.  Ella 

passed away on September 3, 2000 in Palm Beach 

Gardens, Florida.  She was 81 years old.  Both were 

buried at Lake Forest Cemetery. 

Theodore [Theodor] Bethke  [1874-1945] 

Theodore, the son of William F. and Henrietta Klukas 

Bethke, was born in Toledo, Ohio, on December 3, 

1875.  His parents purchased an 80-acre farm in Section 

24 of Grand Haven Township in 1883.  Around 1898 

Thedore married Augusta Johanna Yeske, who was born 

on January 18, 1870 in Germany.  By 1921 Theodore 

and Augusta had owned 80 acres in Section 25, across 

the street from his parents 80 acres.  The coupleôs 

surviving children were:  Ella M., who was born on 

April 7, 1899, married Fred C. Holtz in 1921 in Grand 

Haven, and died in Kalamazoo on September 22, 1958; 

Emma Augusta Maria, who was born on May 28, 1900, 

married Joseph W. Wessels [1901-1957] in 1923, and 

died in Kalamazoo on July 3, 1964; Maria Hulda Lillian, 

who was born on January 7, 1905, married Russell Van 

Stratt [1906-1967] in 1929, and died on November 13, 

1962 in Muskegon; and Walter Paul, who was born on 

September 6, 1909, married Dorothy Berry in 1938 and 

Helen Easterling in 1958; and died in Grand Haven on 

March 3,1966.  

Claude Beukema  [1887-1969] 

The son of Hendrik and Jantje Neiwold Beukema, 

Claude was born in Grand Haven on June 17, 1887.   In 

1912 he married Rose Buwalda in Holland.  Six years 

later Claude purchased Gerritt Bottjeôs hardware store at 

203 Washington, where he had been an employee since 

1906.  He renamed the store Beukema Hardware.  He 

sold the business in 1930, and worked for Bastian 

Blessing as a sheet metal worker.  Claude and Rose were 

members of the First Christian Reformed Church.  They 

resided at 220 Sherman, and had two daughters, both 

born in Grand Haven:  Janet, who was born on 

November 18, 1912, and Ruth, born on August 20, 1914 

and died on June 4, 2004..  Claude died on January 1, 

1969 and was buried at Lake Forest Cemetery.  Rose 

was born in Grand Haven in May, 1891, and was a 

teacher before marrying Claude.  Her parents were 

Charles and Susie Buwalda.  Rose died on February 13, 

1978 and also was buried at Lake Forest.  [Tribune 

obituary, June 3, 2004.] 

Frederick Beukema [Buikema] [1882-1961] 

Fred Beukema was born in Grand Haven on May 22, 

1882, the son of Hendrik and Jantje ñJennieò Niewold 

Beukema.  He was a painter by trade.  On July 27, 1916 

Fred married Cornelia ñCoraò Van Koevering [Van 

Coevering] of Grand Haven.  Cora was born on June 19, 

1889.  Shortly after their marriage the Beukemas moved 

to 714 Pennoyer, where they lived for the next six years.  

It was there two of their three children were born:  

Christian, who was born on July 20, 1917, died in 

Florida on May 14, 1999 and was buried at Arlington 

National Cemetery, and Jean, on February 28, 1919.  

Their third child, Corrnell ñCorky,ò was born at 

Elizabeth Hatton Memorial Hospital in Grand Haven on 

May 5, 1920.  The family attended the Second Christian 

Reformed Church.  Although Fred and Cora lived in 

such places as Miami, Orlando, Grand Rapids, and 

Phoenix, they maintained their church affiliation in 

Grand Haven.  Fred died in Grand Haven on August 12, 

1961.  Cora passed away in Phoenix, Arizona on 

February 14, 1970.  Both were buried at Lake Forest 

Cemetery.  [Privately printed manuscript ñThese Are 

Mine,ò 1988, by Cornell Beukema.] 

Hendrik ñHenryò Beukema [Buikema]  [1841-1909] 

Hendrik Beukema was born in The Netherlands on May 

7, 1841.  Although he and Jantje ñJennieò Neiwold knew 

each other in The Netherlands, they evidently came to 

America separately, and were married in Holland, 

Michigan about 1869.  At that time Hendrik was 

working for the railroad, laying track south of Holland. 

Jennie was born in Groningen, The Netherlands, in June, 

1846 [1845].  After the couple moved to Grand Haven 

around 1879, Henry worked in a local sawmill, and then 

found employment loading and unloading boats.  The 

Beukemas had ten children, six born in Holland, 

Michigan, and four in Grand Haven.  The children were 

Pieter ñPeter,ò who lived from 1870 to 1934; twins John 

and Hilbrand [Hillebrand], born on March 29, 1872, 

although Hilbrand lived only a month; Hilbrand 

ñHilbert,ò born on February 1, 1874; Fanny, who was 

born on May 28, 1876, married John Martin Japinga of 

Grand Haven, and settled in Holland, Michigan; Jacob, 

born on February 7, 1879; Frederick, born on May 22, 

1882; on May 11, 1884 another set of twins was born: 

Jantje ñJennieò and Henry; and Klaas ñClaude,ò born on 

June 17, 1887.  The family paid $100 for a home at 109 

Elliott, which was moved in 1922 to 106 Clinton.  Henry 

died in June, 1909, and Jennie passed away on April 8, 

1934.  At the time of her death she was living at 121 

North Second Street with her daughter Jennie, who was 

not married.  Henry, Jennie, Peter, and Peterôs wife, 

Reka [Rika], were buried at Lake Forest Cemetery.  

[Privately printed manuscript ñThese Are Mine,ò 1988, 

by Cornell Beukema.] 

Henry Beukema  [1884-1961]  

Henry Beukema was born in Grand Haven on May 11, 

1884.  His parents were Hendrik and Jantje Neiwold 

Beukema, who lived at 109 Elliott.  Henry studied 

accounting at Davenport College in Grand Rapids, and 

in 1914 was bookkeeper at the Dake Engine Company.  

By 1920 he was doing the same job at the Thieleman 

Ford dealership at 12-16 North Third Street.  Henry and 
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his wife, Etta, resided at 627 Fulton, before moving to 

Zeeland sometime before 1930.  He retired from the job 

in Zeeland, returned to Grand Haven, and opened a feed 

store on North Seventh.  He and Etta were members of 

the First Christian Reformed Church.  Etta, who was 

born about 1889, died in February, 1961, and Henry 

passed away the following December 16.  Both were 

buried at Lake Forest Cemetery.  They left two 

daughters, both born in Grand Haven:  Jennie Harriet, 

who was born on June 28, 1915 and married Jay Rop of 

Muskegon, and Anje Lois, who was born on March 25, 

1922, married John A. De Kruyter and eventually moved 

to Decatur, Georgia. 

Henry John Beukema  [1915-2005] 

Henry was born in Grand Haven on Feburary 21, 1915 

to Hilbrand and Johanna Fisher Beukema.  His 

childhood home was at 127 Fulton Street.  Henry 

graduated from Grand Haven High School, Muskegon 

College of Business and Technology, Western Michigan 

University, and the University of Michigan, where he 

earned a master degree.  He taught industrial education 

courses at Algonac, Michigan, and Grand Haven.  He 

retired in 1977 from Western Michigan University 

where he taught engineering graphics for 35 years.  In 

addition to his academic career, Henry worked in 

various engineering capacities with the Army Corps of 

Engineers, Camfield Co., Ingersol Divison of Borg-

Warner in Kalamazoo, Hapman Conveyor Corp., and 

Prab, Inc.  With Dr. J. W. Giachino he authored more 

than a dozen high school and college textbooks in 

engineering graphics and welding technology.  He also 

was a consultant to the Department of Defense in the 

preparation of instructional materials for the Armed 

Forces Institute.  Henry was a member of Rotary, Phi 

Delta Kappa, Kappa Delta Pi, and Epsilon Pi Tau.  He 

served on the Board of Directors of the Kalamazoo 

Engineering Society and the Michigan Industrial and 

Technology Society.  He married Helen Rhoads in 1943.  

Helen, the daughter of Benjamin and Eva Emmons 

Rhoads, was born on December 15, 1919 and died in 

Waterford, Michigan on February 14, 2006.  At the age 

of two, following the death of her mother, Helen was 

adopted by Hugh and Rose Acker Wilt.  The Beukemasô 

daughter Susan married John Trudeau of Waterford.  

They also had a son John, whose wifeôs name was 

Patricia.  Henry died on November 23, 2005.  [Tribune 

obituaries, November 26, 2005 and February 20, 2006.] 

Hilbrand  [Hilbert]  Beukema  [1874-1951] 

The son of Hendrik and Jantje Neiwold Beukema, 

Hilbrand was born in Holland, Michigan on February 1, 

1874 and was given the same name as a brother born 

earlier, who lived only a month.  Hilbrand moved to 

Grand Haven with his parents about 1879.  On March 

17, 1914 Hilbrand married Johanna, the daughter of 

Henry Fisher of Grand Haven Township.  Not long after 

the wedding they built a home at 111 North First Street 

for $1600.  That house was moved to the southeast 

corner of Leggat and Howard Streets [102 Howard] in 

1922, when Story & Clark expanded.  The family moved 

again, this time to 127 Fulton Street.  Hilbrand became a 

tinsmith, and worked for Augie Hartel, first at 30 

Washington and later in the 100 block of North Third 

Street.  Hilbrand died of skin cancer in May, 1951, and 

Johanna, who was born on September 25, 1884, died 

about January 4, 1958 and was buried at Lake Forest 

Cemetery.  Their children, both born locally, were Henry 

John, born on February 21, 1915, and Mary Jane, who 

was born on April 30, 1919, married Anthony John 

Kovak [Kovacich], and died on February 13, 2007.  The 

family attended the First Christian Reformed Church.  

[Tribune obituary, February 16, 2007.] 

Jacob Beukema  [1879-1959] 

Jacob was the first child of Hendrik and Jantje Neiwold 

Beukema to be born in Grand Haven.  The date was 

February 7, 1879.  Jake married Lillian Shields Web 

from Petoskey, Michigan in 1921.  He did general labor 

until taking a job with Construction Aggregates in 

Ferrysburg.  Jake retired in 1949 from that company and 

died in New York City on December 15, 1959.  Lillian 

died in 1952.  Both were buried at Lake Forest 

Cemetery. 

Jan ñJohnò Beukema [1872-1931] 

John and his twin brother, Hilbrand, were born in 

Holland, Michigan on March 29, 1872, the sons of 

Hendrik and Jantje Neiwold Beukema.  Hilbrand died 

when a little more than a month old, and John moved to 

Grand Haven with his parents about 1879, where he later 

worked for the Challenge Refrigerator Company, and 

later Bastian Blessing.  In 1919 he married Cornelia 

ñCoraò Boon of Holland.  John died of a heart attack on 

December 1, 1931.  Their home was at 1022 

Washington, and they attended the First Reformed 

Church.  John was a Sergeant with the Michigan 

National Guard.  Cora was born about 1877, passed 

away around 1953, and was buried with her husband at 

Lake Forest Cemetery. 

Klaas Beukema  [1887-1969] 

See Claude Beukema. 

Lambertus Beukema  [? - ?] 

See Lambertus Boersma. 

Pieter ñPeterò Beukema  [1870-1934] 

Peter was born in Holland, Michigan in 1870, the eldest 

son of Hendrik and Jantje Neiwold Beukema.  His 

parents moved to Grand Haven, and Peter followed 

about 1900, moving into a house at 207 Elliott, just a 
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block east of his parentsô home at 109 Elliott.  

Accompanying him were his wife, Reka [Rika] Alderink 

of Holland, whom he had married in 1896, and their first 

child, Henry Peter Beukema, who was born on May 13, 

1897 and on December 23, 1936 married Marian 

Vanderkolk of Ferrysburg.  Marian was the daughter of 

Roelf ñRalphò and Mina Vanderkolk.  Peter worked as a 

wood finisher at Story & Clark, a job he held for 35 

years.  He died about May 23, 1934.  Reka lived from 

1876 to late July, 1936.  She was buried at Lake Forest 

Cemetery with her husband. 

Emily ñEmmaò Jane Bidgood  [1858-1941] 

When Loretta Lemke had her kitchen remodeled in 

1986, workers found stuck between the wall studs a 

collection of themes, miscellaneous writings, and 

arithmetic worksheets, most of it the work of Emily 

ñEmmaò Bidgood.  Emma was born in Detroit, Michigan 

on December 15, 1858.  Her family moved to Grand 

Haven prior to 1870 and lived on Washington Street.  

Her mother, Sarah Bidgood, passed away on September 

19, 1872, and her father, John, died on February 3, 1879.  

Immediately after the death of her father, Emma moved 

in with Joseph Kirkland and his wife Elizabeth, Emmaôs 

older sister.  Since at least 1880, the Kirklands had 

resided at 608 Clinton, the home later occupied by Mrs 

Lemke.  Around 1890 Emma married Elmer Bryce, son 

of John J. and Helen Bryce of Grand Haven.  Elmer was 

a machinist.  They were divorced by 1900.  Emma and 

Elmer had at least two children, an unnamed daughter 

who died shortly after birth in1891, and a son, 

Lawrence, born in Grand Haven in 1892.  After her 

divorce Emma worked as a telephone operator before 

being employed as a clerk at National Bank of Grand 

Haven [Grand Haven State Bank/Fifth Third].  She 

retired as bookkeeper at the bank in the early 1920s.  

Emma was a charter member of the Grand Haven 

Womanôs Club and she attended the Christian Science 

Church.  In 1930, four years after Josephôs death, 

Elizabeth and Emma were again living together in the 

house on Clinton.  Emily signed all her papers ñEmma.ò  

She passed away on December 8, 1941, while living 

with her son Lawrence and his wife Maurine in Long 

Beach, California. 

John Bidgood  [@1822-1879] 

 John Bidgood was born in England about 1822.  His 

wife Eliza Sarah, also from England, was born about 

1824.  Among their children were Elizabeth A., who was 

born in August, 1856 and married Joseph Kirkland of 

Grand Haven; Walter J., who was born on December 3, 

1858, died on November 23, 1910, and was buried at 

Lake Forest Cemetery; Emily ñEmmaò Jane, who was 

born in Michigan in December, 1861, and married Elmer 

Bryce, son of John J. and Helen Bryce of Grand Haven; 

and Frederick, who was born about 1863 in Michigan.  

John died on February 3, 1879, and Sarah passed away 

on September 19, 1872.  Both were buried at Lake 

Forest Cemetery.  After the death of their parents, 

Walter, Emily, and Frederick moved in with Joseph and 

Elizabeth Kirkland, who as early as 1880 resided at 608 

Clinton.  In 1930, four years after Josephôs death, 

Elizabeth and Emily were still living together in the 

house on Clinton.  Emily worked as a telephone operator 

and bank clerk in Grand Haven in the early 1900s.  The 

Bidgoods moved from Detroit to Grand Haven in 1868.  

The family was in Detroit as early as 1852.  John was a 

shipôs carpenter. 

Hendryk [Henry] Bierman [Beerman]  [1833-1902] 

Born in Mecklenberg, Germany in 1833, Henry 

[Hendryk] Bierman immigrated to Grand Haven 

Township and on April 8, 1863 purchased 60 acres in 

Section 9 from George P. Mulder.  Nine years later, 

Henry took title to a one-acre parcel abutting the 

southwest corner of his acreage, property that had been 

designated for a township school, but was never used for 

that purpose.  Henry later added another 40 acres to his 

farm, north and east of his 61 acres.  He died in 1902. 

Henry married Sophia Smith, who also was born in 

Germany and lived from August 31, 1845 to October 12, 

1923.  The Bierman children, all born in Michigan, were 

Augusta, who was born in 1867 and married Henry Roth 

of Muskegon, Ludwig, born in 1869; Bertha, who was 

born in 1870 and married Frank Rymer of Grand Haven; 

Elisabeth, born in 1874; Carl [Charles Louis], born on 

March 9, 1875, and Henry II, born on July 21, 1877. 

After Sophiaôs death the land passed to Henry [Heinrich] 

II  and Henryôs wife, Hannah [Anna].  When the younger 

Henry died on August 2, 1937, the 61 acres went to his 

widow and a daughter, Emma Burkhart, and three sons, 

Walter, Fred, and Henry III.  Henry and Sophia were 

buried at Historic Grand Haven Township Cemetery. 

William Francis Biggar  [1836-1907] 

Born in Canada on July 10, 1836, William Biggar came 

to Michigan in 1881 and to Grand Haven in 1891.  A 

civil engineer by trade, William surveyed the lines of the 

Chicago and Grand Trunk and the Michigan Air Line 

railways.  He married Ada Mary Clarke on September 

29, 1885 in Jackson, Michigan. After moving to Grand 

Haven, Ada became the Proprietor of the White 

Laundry, located at 100 Washington in downtown Grand 

Haven.  Working with her at the laundry were Eleanor 

Biggar and Ivan F. Biggar.  Ivan, a daughter, was born 

Michigan on December 17, 1887 and died in Mason, 

Michigan in August, 1968.  Eleanor L. was born in Ohio 

in June, 1890.  The family resided at 17 First Street.  

Herbert Biggar, listed in the 1908 City Directory as a 

newsagent, lived at the same address.  He was born in 

Canada in April, 1884.  William Biggar died on August 

20, 1907 and was buried at Lake Forest Cemetery.  Ada 
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was born in Canada in February, 1858 [1857], died in 

August, 1940 and was buried at Lake Forest with her 

husband. 

Jamies [James] Bignell  [1856-1941] 

Jamies, the son of Thomas and Mary Bignell, was born 

in Schoolcraft, Michigan, on December 12, 1856.  He 

lived on the family farm in Muskegon County and 

arrived in Grand Haven Township about 1872.  He 

moved to Grand Haven around 1910 and was listed as a 

real estate agent in the 1912 Atlas of Ottawa County.  

Jamies had extensive land holdings at various times.  By 

1897 he and his wife, Hattie, owned 190 acres in 

Sections 11 and 14 that were once held by Jamiesô 

father.  Hattie, born to Charles and Abigail Wall Clark of 

Robinson Township on June 4, 1858, died in May, 1955, 

just a few weeks short of 97.  Bignell School, near the 

southwest corner of Ferris and 152
nd

 Streets, was named 

for this family and Hattie, its first teacher, was there 

from 1879 to 1883.  The land on which the school sat 

originally may have belonged to the Bignell family. 

Jamies married Hattie [Kitty]  Clark in Grand Haven on 

January 1, 1881, with the groomôs father officiating.  

The couple bought 170 acres between Potawatomie 

[Potawatomie] and Millhouse Bayous in Section 1 of 

Grand Haven Township, land once owned by Robert and 

Martha Duncan.  A 1915 plat map showed Bignell and 

Peter Northouse as co-owners of the land between the 

Bayous.  [Potawatomie was then called a lake.]  Their 

holdings totaled about 375 acres, but the 1912 Atlas 

listed ñJamesò Bignell as the sole owner of Potawatomie 

Lake Resort, a subdivision dating to at least 1897 that 

was intended to attract buyers interested in hunting, 

fishing, and resort life.  By 1930 the Bignell name had 

disappeared from the Resort plat and they were then 

residing at 805 Washington.  Jamies was a member of 

the Methodist Church and donated to the organization 

two parcels of land located in Grand Haven Township.  

The land was used as picnic grounds.  Jamies and his 

wife both taught Sunday school and supported the work 

of the WCTU [Womenôs Christian Temperance Union].  

Jamies also gave land to the First Reformed Church, 

which erected a chapel.  The Bignellsô children were:  

Gayla, who was born in May, 1882, married a Mr Lange, 

resided at 905 Washington after living in Grand Rapids 

for awhile, and died in 1972; Thomas, born in October, 

1885; Garnet, who was born in March, 1888, married 

Gerrit Rose and moved to Detroit; and Dora Bignell, 

who was born on November 22, 1890 and died on 

January 28, 1991.  Dora remained in the Grand Haven 

area.  Jamies died on December 24, 1941 at his home, 

825 Washington and was buried at Lake Forest Cemetry.  

[Tribune obituary, December 24, 1941.] 

Thomas H. Bignell  [1820-1900] 

Thomas Bignell was born in New York on June 26, 

1820, and moved to Schoolcraft, Michigan, then to 

Muskegon, and finally to Grand Haven Township about 

1872.  As early as 1876 there was an O. Bignell who 

owned 20 acres in Section 2 of Grand Haven Township.  

About the same time Thomas Bignell, a farmer and a 

minister, held title to three different parcels in Section 

11, totaling 230 acres.  In 1897 Thomas and his wife, 

Mary, purchased a 20-acre site, once owned by a M. 

Munger, which adjoined their son Jamiesôs property in 

Section 11.  The Bignells also had a daughter, Ann 

Jeanette Pearson, who married George L. Pearson and 

moved to San Jose, California; another daughter, Arlette, 

who was born in Michigan about 1850; and a son, John 

W., who was born in Michigan about 1856.  Mary was 

born in England about 1819.  The Reverend died at the 

age of 80 on November 9, 1900, and Mary died nine 

years later, on January 8, at the age of 90.  Thomas was 

buried at Lake Forest Cemetery. 

Aloys Bilz  [1841-1934] 

Born July 2, 1841 at Dipplesgreen, Bohemia, Aloys was 

one of 10 children of Joseph and Margaret Haberkorn 

Bilz.  The three eldest immigrated to America and in 

1849 the father, mother, and seven remaining children 

came to the United States.  The mother died in the fall of 

1866 and the father in the following spring.  Aloys 

attended private school in Buffalo and St. Vincentôs 

College in Westmoreland County, Pennsylvania, and at 

the age of 13 learned the trade of tinner in New 

Hamburg, Ontario.  In 1853 he settled in Detroit.  Eight 

years later he enlisted in the only regiment of lancers 

organized in the State, but the regiment was disbanded, 

so his service was restricted to recruiting. He next 

moved to New Baltimore in Macomb County. 

In 1866 Aloys came to Spring Lake and started a tin 

shop and hardware and furniture business with $500.  He 

had intended to open his business in Grand Rapids, but 

decided there would be less competition in Spring Lake.  

He soon became interested in real estate and handled 

large amounts of land.  Within five years he had 

increased his worth from the initial $500 to $20,000.  In 

1871 a disastrous fire destroyed his hardware business, 

destroying all his assets and leaving him $10,000 in 

debt.  He was saved by Hunter Savidge, who loaned him 

$10,000 to restart his business. 

The year before, in 1870, Aloys formed the Spring Lake 

Salt Company with Hunter Savidge, Allan C. Adsit, and 

Robert A. Haire. They bored for salt on the Hopkins Mill 

site, and at a depth of 200 feet struck water, which 

turned out to be magnetic.  He and the others 

immediately made plans to build the $70,000, 74-room, 

four-story Spring Lake House on the site and take 

advantage of the Magnetic Mineral Springs.  The 

building was destroyed by fire on June 16, 1916. 
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For two years Aloys published the Spring Lake 

Republican, a bright, newsy paper representing the 

Republican point of view.  Kedzie & Kedzie purchased 

the newspaper in 1881 and merged it with the Grand 

Haven Herald.  In 1867 Aloys drew up the first charter 

for Spring Lake, when the name was changed from Mill 

Point, and he served 10 years as President of the Village.  

He was Supervisor of Spring Lake in 1877-78, County 

Register in 1878, and as a member of the Board of 

Education helped advance local education.  As an 

insurance agent he represented Phoenix of Hartford, 

Continental of New York, and the Firemanôs Fund of 

San Francisco.  With his other businesses he combined 

the local agency of the American Express Company.  He 

was one of the organizers of the Spring Lake State Bank 

in 1913 and served as President for a number of years.  

He was for 26 years a Trustee of the Presbyterian 

Church of Spring Lake.  Aloys became one of the 

outstanding civic and political leaders during the growth 

of the village.  For a number of years he was proprietor 

of the Forest City Press, at Forest City, South Dakota. 

On August 17, 1864 Aloys married Mary Alice 

Thompson in Detroit.  She was born May 9, 1839 in St. 

Clair, Michigan, the daughter of Rev. Oren C. 

Thompson.  The Bilzes had eight children, all born 

locally: Fannie G., who lived from 1867 to 1933 and 

married John Slingerland of Spring Lake; Margaret J., 

who was born about 1868 and became a nationally 

known worker in the Womenôs Christian Temperance 

Union [WCTU]; Suzan, born in 1871; Bessie E., who 

was born about 1872 and married Harry B. Albertus of 

Los Angeles; Charles, who was born early in 1873 and 

lived about two weeks; Mamie E., who lived from 1874 

to 1930 and married Arthur E. Van Emon of Portland, 

Oregon; Alice B., who was born in 1877 and married 

Harlan Stigand Emlaw on June 26, 1901 in Grand 

Haven; and William Aloys, born on May 15, 1880.  

Alice passed away on March 25, 1914, and Aloys died 

on November 28, 1934.  They were buried at Spring 

Lake Cemetery, as were Mamie, Fannie, and William.  

[Portrait and Biographical Record of Muskegon and 

Ottawa County Michigan, pp. 513-514, Tribune 

obituaries, Tribune wedding announcement, June 9, 

1904, and article in the Grand Rapids Pres, November 

28, 1934, ñSpring Lake Loses Aloys Bilz at 93.ò] 

William Preston Bilz  [1905-1983] 

Born on August 5, 1905 in Spring Lake, Preston was the 

son of William and Mildred Bilz.  He graduated from 

Western Michigan College [WMU] and was a teacher in 

the public schools of Decatur, Michigan.  In 1930 he 

took over management of Bilz Plumbing and Heating 

Company in Spring Lake from his father.  He was a 

trustee on the Spring Lake Village Council from 1949 to 

1953 and again in 1963.  He was a member of the Spring 

Lake Lodge, De Witt Clinton Consistory of Grand 

Rapids, Saladin Temple of Grand Rapids, Knight of the 

York Cross of Honor, Boy Scouts of America for 50 

years, from whom he received the honorary rank of 

Eagle Scout in 1924, Silver Beaver in 1942, and 

Scoutmaster key in 1938, Alpha Phi Omega Fraternity, 

Rotary Club, Chamber of Commerce, Spring Lake 

Presbyterian Church, and the National and Michigan 

Association of Master Plumbers.  He supervised the 

installation of the plumbing for the Grand Haven 

Musical Fountain. 

On August 31, 1938 Preston married M. Isabel Smith, 

who taught school in Spring Lake Public Schools for 15 

years and was a grade school librarian for 10 years. She 

retired in 1976.  She was a member of the choir at 

Spring Lake Presbyterian Church for more than 50 

years.  She also belonged to Eastern Star, White Shrine 

of Jerusalem, and Greater Muskegon Court of Order of 

the Amaranth.  She served as Corresponding Secretary 

when the Tri-Cities Historical Society was organized in 

1959.  In addition, she was President of Tri-Cities 

Garden Club and worked with the Spring Lake Historic 

Commission.  Isabel was born on May 30, 1913, the 

daughter of Robert A. and Laura Smith.  Isabel and 

Preston had two children, Doris Ann, who married 

Donald R. McLeod of Portland, Wisconsin, and later 

moved to Alpena, Michigan, and Richard Gordon Bilz, 

who died in 1964.  The Bilzes lived in the family home 

at 107 South Division in Spring Lake.  Preston died on 

April 6, 1983.  Isabel passed away on September 14, 

2001 and was buried at Spring Lake Cemetery with her 

husband.  [Tribune articles, August 27, 1945, ñScouting 

District Salutes Preston Bilz,ò May 8, 1963, ñHome 

Greenhouse Relaxation,ò January 14, 1977, and Tribune 

obituaries, April 6, 1983 and September 15, 2001.] 

William Aloys Bilz  [1880-1940] 

The son of Aloys and Mary Bilz, William lived from 

May 15, 1880 to 1940 and was buried Spring Lake 

Cemetery with his parents.  He founded Bilz Plumbing 

and Heating Company in Spring Lake.  On June 9, 1904 

he married Mildred, a daughter of Joseph and Elizabeth 

Bidgood Kirkland.  Mildred was born in Grand Haven 

on December 1, 1880.  W. Preston was their son. 

Charles B. Binns  [1859-1916] 

Charles Binns raised livestock on his 100-acre farm in 

Section 7 of Olive Township.  Charles, who was born in 

Michigan and arrived in the area in 1900, lived from 

March 3, 1859 to December 13, 1916.  His wife, 

Cornelia, was born in Kansas in October, 1863.  Charles, 

the son of Thomas and Mary Leslie Binns, was buried at 

West Olive Cemetery.  Among their children, both born 

locally, were Row, born in December, 1890, and Fern, 

born in September, 1892. 
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Leonard ñRedò Bird  [1936-2010] 

Born in San Diego, California on June 3, 1936, Red was 

the son of George and Florence Crockett Bird.  In 1957 

Red was one of 900 marines ordered to witness the 

detonation of a nuclear weapon at Yucca Flats, New 

Mexico.  Exposure to extreme levels of radiation caused 

the cancer that took his life on October 22, 2010.  Red 

taught English at Concordia College in Morehead, 

Minnesota and at Fort Lewis College in Durango, 

Colorado, where he was on the faculty for 31 years.  He 

published three books:  River of Lost Souls, Folding 

Paper Cranes, an Atomic Memoir,ò and The Scorned 

Ally.  He and his wife, Jane, resided at 1910 Grand Street 

in Grand Haven.  They had two children:  David and 

Maria, who married Clint Thorne.  [Tribune obituary, 

October 25, 2010.] 

? Bissonet  [? - ?] 

Leo Lill ie noted that Father Pierre du Jaunay on May 30, 

1762 baptized two infant boys, both born on the Grand 

River.  One of the infants, Michel, was the son of ñóone 

Bissonet, a voyageur,ôò and Elizabeth Nattamanissethe.  

The other infant, Pierre Ignace, was the son of Pierre 

Kiniuichattouin and his wife, Marie.  Elizabeth was the 

daughter of Kiniouichattouin.  [ñBaptismal Records of 

the Mission of St. Ignace de Michilmackinac, 1761-

1786.ò] 

George L. Bitting  [@1882-1949] 

See Julia Annette Soule  [1873-1945]. 

William [Wiley] W. Blackaby  [@1886- ?] 

William Blackaby owned a barber shop at 22 South 

Beechtree in Grand Haven.  He was born about 1886 in 

Indiana, and his wife, Clementine, was born about 1889 

in the same state.  They were married in 1909.  A 

daughter Marjorie was born in Indiana around 1911.  

The Blackabys moved to Grand Haven after 1920. 

Edwin D. Blair  [1829- ?] 

From 1874 to 1882, Edwin Blair was ñSearcher of 

Recordsò for Ottawa County, and at about the same time 

he owned an Abstracts and Real Estate Office in Grand 

Haven. He was listed in the 1893 Compendium as oil 

inspector.  Edwin was born in New York in June, 1829, 

and arrived in Grand Haven in 1865.  He and his wife, 

Virginia, were married in Grand Haven August 17, 

1867.  She was born in Grand Haven around 1849.  They 

had four surviving children, all born in Michigan:  

Grace, born in 1868; Edwin, born in 1870; Ada, born in 

1876, and Virginia, born in 1879. 

Benona Angell Blakeney  [1859-1941] 

Born in October, 1859, Benona Blakeney was Ottawa 

County Treasurer from 1892 to 1893 and a traveling 

salesman by the early 1900s.  On March 13, 1884 in 

Lamont, he married, Mabel, the daughter of Walter 

Lynn.  The couple lived at 454 Pennoyer [454 Sheldon 

Terrace] with their two children, Kittie [Katie] and Lou.  

Kitty was born in Blunt, South Dakota in June, 1885 and 

graduated from Grand Haven High School in 1904, 

where she later taught mathematics and German.  Kitty 

and her husband, Ralph Gordon Wilson, eventually 

occupied 454 Sheldon Terrace [also known as 454 

Pennoyer].  Benona served on the Grand Haven School 

Board in the early 1900s.  Another daughter, Lucy, was 

born in May, 1887, also in South Dakota.  Mabel was 

born in December, 1862 [1861] and died around January 

9, 1941.  Benona passed away about May 18, 1941.  He 

and Mabel were buried at Lake Forest Cemetery. 

Henry Blankenship  [@1840-@1897] 

See Hiram M Adams. 

Chauncey M. Blakeslee  [1863-1928] 

Born in Grand Rapids [Kalamazoo] in February, 1863, 

Chauncey was the son of William and Mary Wood 

Blakeslee.  He worked with his father in Grand Rapids 

in the contracting business, where they built many 

structures, including part of the Michigan Soldiersô 

Home.  By 1893 he and his wife were living in Spring 

Lake, but in 1904 he went to Mexico to help with 

masonry work there.  He returned to Spring Lake, and in 

1914 laid the first half-mile of concrete road in the area, 

one half mile east from the Village limits.  Chauncey 

was responsible for many miles of paved road after that. 

Chauncey and his brother-in-law, James Spencer, built 

in Grand Haven the Armory, the Grand Theater, and the 

Presbyterian Church that preceded the current structure 

at the corner of Franklin and Fifth Streets.  They also 

were hired to build the Spring Lake County Club, where 

Chauncey was an officer when the clubhouse was 

dedicated on May 31, 1926.  With William Connelly and 

Samuel Falls Chauncey developed Long View Resort, 

situated between Pettyôs Bayou and Spring Lake.  He 

was one of the organizers of the Spring Lake Yacht 

Club, promoted and helped organize the Spring Lake 

Motor Boat Club, and served on the township board. 

In 1886 Chauncey married Mary Wood Spencer, the 

daughter of David and Elizabeth Spencer of Spring 

Lake.  Mary was born in Canada in August, 1867.  In 

1893 he and Mary built a cottage on Spring Lake and 

lived in it for two years.  They then built a new home, 

large enough to take in summer boarders.  They added to 

the home and improved it over the years until they were 

able to accommodate as many as fifty guests.  The resort 

became known as ñArbutus Banks Hotel,ò which they 

operated until 1914, when they sold the property to Earl 

J. and Clarice Blanche Davis of Grand Rapids.  
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Chauncey died about March 24, 1928 and Mary died in 

1949.  Both were buried at Spring Lake Cemetery. 

William Wallace Blakeslee I  [1832-1891] 

William Blakeslee was settled in Grand Rapids by the 

1870 census.  He was born in Ohio on June 20, 1832 and 

became a building contractor, starting in the Grand 

Rapids area.  He and his son, Chauncey, worked together 

and constructed such buildings as part of the Michigan 

Soldiersô Home in Grand Rapids.  The Blakeslees later 

moved to Spring Lake.  William married Mary Ann 

Wood, who was born in England on May 8, 1837.  In 

addition to Chauncey, the Blakeslees had two other sons:  

Charles Sherman, who lived from July 31, 1857 to 1910, 

and William W. II, who was born in Michigan in March, 

1859.  Their seven daughters were Verona, born in 1861; 

Mary, born in 1866; Fanny S., who was born in 1868 

and married Joseph Edward Clark; twins Martha and 

Marcia, born in 1872; Lenora, born in 1874; and Cassie, 

born in 1877.  William I died on November 11, 1891 and 

his wife passed away on August 2, 1904.  Both were 

buried at Spring Lake Cemetery. 

William Wallace Blakeslee II  [1859-1930] 

William, born in Kalamazoo, Michigan in March, 1859, 

was the son of William and Mary Wood Blakeslee of 

Grand Rapids and Spring Lake.  William II entered the 

contracting business as a mason, although in the 1893 

Compendium he was listed as a railroad agent.  He 

married Sarah Margaret [Maggie/Marguerite] McIlraith 

in Grand Rapids on January 1, 1884.  She was born in 

Perth, Ontario in September 21, 1863.  Their three sons 

were; Laurel S., who was born on May 28, 1886 and 

died in Los Angeles, California, on June 12, 1966; 

Stanley McIlraith., who was born in Grand Rapids on 

October 30, 1888 and died in Merced, California in May, 

1964; and Earle James, who was born in Spring Lake on 

February 18, 1893 and died in Los Angeles on 

September 25, 1964.  The family moved to Spring Lake 

from Grand Rapids.  William died after 1934, when he 

was residing in Los Angeles, California.  Maggie passed 

away in Los Angeles on August 6, 1948. 

Lewis Green Blessing  [1873-1964] 

Lewis Blessing, an expert in sales and finance, was Vice 

President of the Bastian-Blessing Company in Grand 

Haven [301 North Hopkins] by 1930 and eventually ran 

the company until his retirement in 1961.  On August 31, 

1896, in Chicago, he married Grace Elizabeth Williams.  

Lewis, a native of Illinois, was born on March 28, 1873 

and died in Wilmette, Illinois in December, 1964.  

Apparently he never resided in Grand Haven. 

Henry Bloecker [Blocker]  [1845-1910] 

Born in Schleswig, Germany, on September 6, 1845, 

Henry was the son of Mark Bloecker, a German soldier.  

Henry was educated in Germany and learned the trade of 

machinist, following that profession as a journeyman, 

and he traveled to many of the principal cities of 

Germany and France.  In 1867 he came to Grand Haven 

and worked at the Ottawa Iron Works in Ferrysburg.  In 

1879, in partnership with John Bryce, he formed Bryce 

& Bloecker to manufacture general marine engines and 

all kinds of machinery for tugs, steamers, and any vessel 

using steam.  The plant burned in 1881 and the company 

sustained heavy loss. It was reorganized and in 1883 the 

name changed to Bloecker & Company, and still later to 

Henry Bloecker & Company.  The firm had excellent 

shipping facilities, and during the busy season it 

employed thirty to forty men. 

A Democrat in politics, Henry served in 1881, 1882, 

1883, and 1884 as Alderman of the First Ward and was 

elected Mayor of Grand Haven in 1893.  He was U.S. 

Inspector of Boilers from 1894 to 1895, President of the 

National Dotare Association and German Workingmenôs 

Society, a Royal Arch Mason, a member of the 

Maccabees, and one of the leading Germans of Grand 

Haven. 

In 1868, Henry married Mary, the daughter of Herman 

Glazat.  Mary, who lived from December 21, 1850 to 

December 6, 1913, was a native of Prussia and moved to 

Grand Haven after her father arrived in 1855.  The 

Bloeckers had eight sons and one daughter, all born in 

Michigan: Hugo, who was born in 1869; Edward, who 

was born about 1871; Paul, who was born in 1873 and 

died on October 20, 1935; Fred [Ferdinand] Emil, who 

was born on March 19, 1875, moved to Marion, Indiana, 

and died on December 9, 1927; Robert M., who was 

born in 1878 and became Chief Engineer of the car ferry 

City of Grand Haven and died on May 8, 1965; Emma 

M., who was born February 28, 1882 and died on July 

10, 1965; Ernest, who was born in December, 1886 and 

moved to Detroit; and Henry F., who was born on June 

8, 1888, worked as a machinist at Dake, and died on 

May 10, 1957.  The family resided at 112 Franklin, 

where Henry died on February 16, 1910.  He was buried 

at Lake Forest Cemetery.  [Portrait and Biographical 

Record of Muskegon and Ottawa County Michigan, pp. 

273-274, and Tribune obituary, February 16, 1910.] 

Willard ñBillò Bernard Bloemendal  [1901-1995] 

Dr. Willard Bloemendal opened his medical practice in 

Grand Haven on June 8, 1928.  He was born in Chicago 

on May 28, 1901.  His parents moved to Holland, 

Michigan, where Bloemendal attended Hope College.  

He subsequently graduated from the University of 

Wisconsin at Madison and then received his medical 

degree from Rush College in Chicago.  He was County 

Coroner from 1934 to 1942, served on the Grand Haven 

School Board, and was a Director of Security First Bank 

and Trust [Old Kent/Fifth Third].  He was a member of 
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the Grand Haven Stag Club.  His office was at 300 

Franklin.  He married Ethel M. Leenhouts on September 

17, 1929.  In 1944 Bill and Ethel sold their house on 

Fourth Street to the Methodist Church and moved to 411 

Woodlawn.  They had at least one child, Mary Margaret, 

who was born about 1936.  Ethel, who was born on 

March 2, 1902, died in Grand Haven on September 9, 

1987.  When Bill died on March 20, 1995, he was 

residing in Grand Rapids. 

Edward John Blotney  [1913-1978] 

When B & B Metal Products Company was organized in 

Spring Lake in 1955, Edward Blotney was Vice 

President and Hubert Burnside, President.  He resided at 

403 Ohio in Grand Haven.  Edward was born on March 

16, 1913 and died in Palm Beach, Florida on June 13, 

1978. 

Harvey B. Blunt [Blount]  [1840-1917] 

After the Civil War, an increasing number of African 

Americans made their home in Northwest Ottawa 

County.  These early settlers tended to stay longer than 

their predecessors, although there still were many who 

showed up only briefly.  One of the more permanent 

ones was Harvey B. Blunt [Blount].  Harvey was born 

into slavery in Kentucky [Georgia] in May, 1840.  He 

was settled in Grand Haven by 1870 with his wife, 

Anna.  She was born in Georgia [Tennessee] about 1841 

[1830], died on March 30, 1899, and was buried at Lake 

Forest Cemetery.  Harvey was working as a laborer in 

1870 and as a janitor in 1880.  He was listed in the 1893 

Compendium again as a laborer.  He is said to have 

worked for the Ferry family, descendants of Rev. 

William Ferry who, with Rix Robinson, founded the 

City of Grand Haven.  Living with Harvey and Anna in 

1870 was Hannah Blunt, who was born in Virginia in 

1814.  Although the census enumerator listed her as a 

Blunt, when she passed away about January 12, 1880 

she was buried at Lake Forest Cemetery with the name 

Hannah Cox.  Itôs likely that Hannah was Annaôs 

mother.  Also in the household in 1870 was Gordon 

[Gorton] Miller, born in Georgia about 1822, and 

unemployed at the time of the census. In the 1900 census 

Harvey was listed as building janitor, and reportedly was 

custodian for several businesses on Washington Street.  

By 1910 he was retired and living alone at 512 Adams 

Street.  [Tribune obituary, March 30, 1899.] 

In late summer 1912 City Health Officer Dr. Arthur 

Turner and City Marshal John Welch went to Harveyôs 

house at the request of neighbors, who had complained 

ñof the filth and stenchò associated with his home.  ñAll 

of the dirt and accumulation was burned and the entire 

place rooted and dug out,ò the Grand Haven Tribune 

reported.  There also had been rumors of a Blunt fortune 

hidden there.  During their inspection, the authorities 

found one quarter, an ornament made from a gold dollar, 

more than 600 yards of unused bolts of cloth, but no 

treasure.  The article did not mention whether Harvey 

was home at the time of the inspection.  On August 12, 

1913 Harvey became a self-sufficient inmate at the 

County Poor Farm in Eastmanville.  On July 16 two 

years later, he was transferred to the State Hospital in 

Kalamazoo, diagnosed as insane and ill.  He died there 

on February 11, 1917 and was returned to Grand Haven 

to be buried at Lake Forest Cemetery.  There is no 

record that the Blunts had children.  [Tribune article ñNo 

Fabulous Fortune Found,ò August 20, 1912, and Tribune 

obituaries, March 30, 1899 and February 12, 1917.] 

Klaas [Klaus] Boelens  [1865-1931] 

Klaas Boelens and David M. Cline operated a road 

building business named Cline & Boelens Contracting 

Company.  On July 3, 1890 in Spring Lake, Klaas 

married Tryntje ñKatieò Klouw of Spring Lake.  Tryntje 

lived from 1866 to 1931 and Klaas from 1865 to 1931.  

Both were buried at Spring Lake Cemetery. 

Henry John ñBubò Boer  [1885ï1973] 

Henry, the son of John J. Boer, in January, 1907 went 

into partnership with James W. Oakes to form the Grand 

Haven Realty Company.  He next opened an insurance 

office in his fatherôs building at 119 Washington.  Later, 

working with his father, he operated the family furniture 

and undertaking store under the name of John J. Boer & 

Son at the same address.  Bub, who was born on 

November 24 [27], 1885, died in February, 1973 and 

was buried at Lake Forest Cemetery.  At the time of his 

death he resided at 215 South Barry in Greenville.  His 

wife, Hannah, was born in Michigan about 1884.  They 

had a daughter, Mary E., who was born about 1920.  

[Tribune obituary, November 5, 1942.] 

John J. Boer  [1857-1942] 

John was born in Drenthe, Ottawa County on March 10, 

1857.  He was one of nine children, including Jennie, 

who was born about 1858 and married John Henry 

Rysdorp of Grand Haven; Egberdena, who was born in 

September, 1866 and married Peter Klaver of Grand 

Haven; Sena, who was born in 1868 and married Tony 

Baker, also of Grand Haven; John L. who moved to 

Lansing; and Rufus, who moved to Grand Rapids.  

Johnôs father, John, died before he was 10, so young 

John came to Grand Haven and worked as an errand boy 

for Henry Brouwer, who operated a grocery store near 

the corner of First and Washington Streets.  Johnôs 

mother, Lammigye [Lammechien] ñLucyò Van Dam, 

was born in Drenthe Province, The Netherlands, on 

April 14, 1837.  Lucyôs parents were Jan, born August 

23, 1801 in Groningen Province, the son of Roelof and 

Engerdina Van Dam, and Geesje ñGertjeò Jans, born 
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May 14, 1801 in Drenthe, The Netherlands, the daughter 

of Jan Meinders.  Gertje died on October 7, 1875. 

John Boer drove a horse-drawn bus for Henry Sprick, 

worked for George W. Miller in a hardware store, and 

was an employee at ñLittle Joe, Clothier King of the 

Worldò [101 Washington]. After his marriage he left his 

job clerking in a clothing store and went to Grand 

Rapids and then to Muskegon where he worked for the J. 

Riordan Company for more than six years.  In 1877 John 

opened a grocery store with his future father-in-law, 

Henry Bolt, near the corner of Seventh and Washington 

Streets, under the name of Boer & Bolt.  In 1888 he 

opened a grocery store in the Snook building at Eighth 

and Washington Streets [800 Washington].  The grocery 

store was called the Beehive.  About 1897 John sold out 

his share of the grocery business and became a traveling 

salesman as part of the ñKnights of the Grip.ò  After 

three months he bought a furniture business from James 

Barnes and named it Boer & Boer.  His store, located at 

119-121 Washington Street in Grand Haven, carried a 

complete line of dry goods, groceries, provisions, and 

general merchandise, and also offered sewing machines 

and pianos.  About 1930 his son Henry joined the 

business, which became known as ñJohn J. Boer & Son.ò  

He was also well established as the leading mortician in 

the area. 

On December 21, 1880 John married Jennie, who was 

born June 13, 1857, the daughter of Hendrick ñHenryò 

Jan and Cornelia Elfers Bolt.  The Boers had four 

children: Lucy, born in May, 1883; Henry John ñBub,ò 

who was born on November 27, 1885 and went into 

business with his father; Cornelia B., who was born on 

February 26, 1892; and Cathryn Ruth, who was born on 

February 27, 1897 and married Elmore J. Hoek of Grand 

Haven.  Cornelia married Wayland Bickford in 1927.  

The Bickfords lived in New Orleans until Waylandôs 

death in 1932.  Cornelia next married Cornot R. 

Wagener and resided in Spring Lake. John Boer was a 

member of the Grand Haven Elks.  He and his family 

lived at 1028 Washington Street for many years.  John 

died November 4, 1942, and Jennie died August 8, 1937.  

They were buried at Lake Forest Cemetery.  [Tribune 

obituary, November 5, 1942, and Tribune articles, 

ñGolden Wedding Anniversary,ò Jan 3, 1931, and other 

articles on March 10, 1932, August 1 1934, and June 23, 

1938.] 

Lambertus Boerma [Boersma]  [@1839-1889] 

A native of The Netherlands, Lambertus Boerma came 

to Spring Lake in 1868.  He was a civil engineer, and in 

1877 he joined the Sisson & Lilley Sawmill.  He married 

Renske Annema [Irene/Irena Anema] in Spring Lake on 

December 25, 1882.  She was born in The Netherlands 

about 1838.  For unknown reasons, Lambertus Boerma 

also was known as or was confused with Lambertus 

Beukema.  He passed away in Grand Rapids on July 8, 

1889. 

Chester Boersema  [1931-2003] 

In 1972 Chester Boersema founded Non-Ferrous Cast 

Alloys 18750 Trimble Court in Spring Lake Township.  

In 1998 the company moved to Norton Shores.  Chet 

was born October 31, 1931, the son of Cornelius and 

Grace Werkema Boersema of Grand Rapids.  He 

married Vivienne Schreiber in Borculo, Michigan on 

November 9. 1951.  They resided at 15931 Robbins 

Road and had four children:  Kristen Miner, Anita 

Anderson, and Dale and David Boersema.  The family 

attended Christ Community Church.  Chet was a 

member of Spring Lake Country Club and American 

Foundrymanôs Society.  He died in Grand Haven on 

December 15, 2003.  [Tribune obituary, December 17, 

2003.] 

Richard Boersma  [1881-1939] 

Born in The Netherlands on June 27, 1881, the son of 

Fred Boersma, Richard came to Grand Haven in 1906.  

He was a commercial fisherman before opening a dry 

goods business on Seventh Street.  He married Nellie 

Joldersma, a native of Grand Haven, who died about 

June 10, 1951. Richard died around December 4, 1939 

and was buried at Lake Forest Cemetery. 

Antone [Toney/Anthony] Boet [Boot]  [1847-1917] 

On February 27, 1864, while in Flint, Michigan, Antone 

Boet enlisted as Private in Company D of the 8
th
 

Michigan Infantry.  He was listed in the roster as 

Anthony Boot.  He was mustered out on July 30, 1865.  

On July 3, 1868 in Grand Haven, he married Pauline 

[Paulina/Paulena] Moll.  They lived at 1203 Washington 

in Grand Haven.  Antone, a carpenter, lived from May, 

1847 to 1917.  Pauline, the daughter of Arie and Adriana 

Moll of Grand Haven, was born in February, 1851 and 

died in 1932.  Both were natives of The Netherlands.  

Pauline was buried at Lake Forest Cemetery with her 

husband.  Their daughter Minnie, born in 1871, married 

Albert J. Bolt of Grand Haven.  Pauline lived with the 

Bolts after her husbandôs death. 

Rudolf [Rudolph] G. Boettcher II  [1907-1983] 

Born December 31, 1907 in Grand Haven to Rudolf G. 

and Anna M. Boettcher I, the young Rudolf was a life-

long resident of the community.  His father lived from 

1875 to 1933 and his mother from 1867 to 1940.  Both 

were buried at Lake Forest Cemetery.  Rudolf II was 

employed as an engineer at Structural Concepts.  He was 

a member of St. Johnôs Lutheran Church, Muskegon 

Heights Eagles, and Muskegon Moose Club.  His wifeôs 

name was Lorraine.  Their children included Janice 

Raby of Holland; Jacqueline, who married Terry 

McGowen of Interlochen; Joyce, who married Paul Rich 
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of Spring Lake; Donna, who married Edwin Boeve of 

Grand Haven; and Colleen, who married Ronald Jones 

of West Olive. The Boettchers lived at 1704 Pennoyer 

Street.  Rudolph died December 29, 1983 and was 

buried at Lake Forest Cemetery.  Lorraine, who was 

born on August 20, 1918, died in Grand Haven on May 

28, 1995.  [Tribune obituary, December 30, 1983.] 

Frederick Bol  [1893-1968] 

Born March 2, 1893 in Grand Haven, Fred Bol was 

employed by Variety Woodwork on Davis Street in 

Grand Haven.  He married Hattie Bouwman on 

December 7, 1911.  Hattie was born in Michigan in 

1896.  Their children were Harriet, born about 1913; 

Cornelia, born about 1915; William, born on December 

1, 1916; and John, who lived from October 21, 1919 to 

March 31, 2005.  The Frederick Bol family lived on 

Wallace Street.  Fred died in Grand Haven on April 24, 

1968.  His parents were Peter and Henrietta Martens 

Postema Bol.  [Tribune obituary, March 31, 2005.] 

Hilbrand Bol  [1890-1959] 

Hilbrand was born March 4 [14], 1890 in Grand Haven.  

His parents were Peter and Henrietta Martens Postema 

Bol.  In the 1920 census Hilbrand was listed as a 

manufacturer of cigars and in the mid-1920s he was 

agent for the Grand Rapids Press, using 516 

Washington as his place of business and his residence.  

He also bought and operated Jobberôs Outlet, a grocery 

store, at 104 North Seventh. 

On July 30, 1913 Hilbrand married Margaret [Grietje], 

the daughter of John and Anna Huizenga Vander Zwaag 

of Spring Lake.  Hilbrand passed away on January 16, 

1959.  Margaret was born June 17, 1893 and died in 

Grand Haven on November 22, 1983.  Peter, born in 

Grand Haven on April 17, 1914, was one of their 

children.  A daughter, Annetta [Annette] Helen, was 

born on August 1, 1915, married Louis Haven Baker, 

and died on February 13, 1983.  Other children were 

John R., born about 1919; Jane S., born about 1922; and 

Viola, born about 1928.  Martin Bol, born on August 4, 

1882, was Hildrandôs brother.  A nephew, Peter Bol, was 

Mayor of Grand Haven in 1980 and 1981. 

Martin Bol  [ 1882-1957] 

Martin Bolôs barbershop was at 216 North Seventh in 

Grand Haven in the early 1900s.  He and his wife, Katie, 

lived at the same address.  Later they moved to Holland.  

Martin, the son of Peter and Henrietta Bol, was born in 

Grand Haven on August 4, 1882, and Katie was born in 

The Netherlands around 1881.  They were married in 

Grand Rapids on May 16, 1906.  Their children, all born 

locally, were Peter, who was born about 1909 and 

became a Chaplain with the U. S. Navy; John, born 

about 1911; Andrew, born about 1913; and Jacob, born 

about 1916.  The family was located in Holland, 

Michigan by 1930.  Hilbrand Bol was Martinôs brother.  

Martin passed away in 1957. 

Peter Hilbrand  Bol [Boll]  [1914-1986] 

The son of Hilbrand and Margaret Vander Zwaag Bol, 

Peter was born on April 17, 1914 and died on January 

18, 1986 in Grand Haven.  He and his wife, Josephine, 

were married on April 16, 1935 in Grand Rapids.  She 

lived from November 5, 1915 to June, 1990. They 

resided at 503 Ohio in Grand Haven. The Bols had at 

least four children, all born in Grand Haven: Annette 

Helen, who was born August 1, 1915, married Louis 

Baker on July 27, 1938, and died in Grand Haven on 

February 13, 1982; John Robert, born on March 29, 

1919; James Edward, born on May 10, 1921 and died in 

Grand Haven on August 7, 2002; and Viola Ruth, who 

was born on July 27, 1927. Viola was married three 

times, first to Ray Hornstra, who died in Grand Haven 

on October 21, 1982, then to Nolan F.  Galdeen, who 

died in Grand Haven on July 18, 1990, and finally to Joe 

Heir.  Peter was a meat cutter at Charleyôs Market in 

Holland. 

Peter [Pieter] Jans Bol [Ball] [1855-1937] 

Peter Bol married Henrietta [Hendriktje] Martens 

Postema in Gronigen, The Netherlands, on October 26, 

1878.  They both were born in that country, Peter on 

July 18, 1855, and Henrietta on June 23, 1851.  They 

settled first in Spring Lake, where they were members of 

the Christian Reformed Church from 1881 to 1884, and 

they then moved to a small farm at 941 Pennoyer in 

Grand Haven [apparently Lot 8, Block 22, Munroe & 

Harris Addition].  Among their children, all born in 

Grand Haven, were Martin, born on August 4, 1882; 

John, who was born in September, 1885, worked at 

Challenge Refrigerator, and died in Grand Haven on 

October 22, 1918; Hilge, who was born on January 15, 

1888 and died on November 25 that year in Grand 

Haven Township; Hilbrand, born on March 4 [14], 1890; 

Frederick, born March 2, 1893; Robert [Rip], who was 

born in April, 1895, and died on June 27, 1969; and 

Pieterka [Nellie], who was born on May 12, 1880 and 

moved to Grand Rapids.  Peter I died in Grand Rapids 

on October 31, 1937, but was buried at Lake Forest 

Cemetery with his wife.  Henrietta died on October 15, 

1920 in Grand Haven. 

William H. Bol I  [1916-2006] 

The son of Fred and Hattie Bouwman Bol, William was 

born in Grand Haven on December 1, 1916. William 

who married Sena Muilenberg on September 29, 1950 in 

Holland, Michigan, retired from Challenge Machinery in 

1980 after 30 years of employment there. He also served 

with the Army during WWII .  He was a member of 

Second Christian Reformed Church, where he served as 
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deacon, and he volunteered for the Christian School in 

Grand Haven.  He and Sena had two daughters, Barbara 

Bol of Byron Center; Joan, who married Richard Loeper 

and resided in Spring Lake; and a son, William H.  Bol 

II, who passed away in 1955.  The elder Bill died in 

Grand Haven on December 7, 2006.  He was buried at 

Lake Forest Cemetery. [Tribune obituary, December 8, 

2006.] 

Seine Bolks  [1814-1894] 

Rev. Seine Bolks in 1848 founded the town of Overisel 

[Overijsel] in Allegan County.  In 1865 he was installed 

as Minister of the First Reformed Church of Zeeland.  

Prior to that, he was named the first pastor of Grand 

Havenôs First Reformed Church.  He was born April 13, 

1814 in Overijsel, The Netherlands, died on June 16, 

1894, and was buried at Orange City, Iowa. 

Peter Boll [Ball]  [1858-1944] 

See Peter Ball. 

Baltzar E. Bolling  [1890-1969] 

Born in Gothenburg, Sweden, on December 20, 1890, 

Baltzar was the son of Lars Johan, a sea captain who 

lived from 1845 to 1931, and Selma Emanuella 

Gronquist Bolling, who died in 1892. Lars owned his 

own sea-going boat at 17.  He became a teacher and later 

engaged in the plumbing business.  Baltzar came to the 

United States at age 16, settling in Chicago.  There he 

studied mechanical engineering at the Armour Institute 

of Technology and took courses in factory management 

and business administration at Northwestern University.  

He later studied commercial law at Marquette University 

in Milwaukee.  In 1907 he started work for the Chicago 

Flexible Shaft Company as toolmaker.  In 1911 he 

became a draftsman for the Adams and West Lake 

Company in Chicago.  From 1913 to 1917 he was chief 

engineer of the J. K. Stewart Manufacturing Company, 

later becoming Superintendent of the Alemite Die 

Casting and Manufacturing Company.  In 1918 he was 

named General Manager of the die casting department of 

the Hamilton Beach Manufacturing Company in Racine, 

Wisconsin, but returned to Chicago in 1921.  In 1924 he 

organized the Bolling Manufacturing Company, which 

was sold in 1927 and later was named the Grand Haven 

Metal Products Company.  In 1928 he established the 

Lumite Corp. in Grand Haven.  In 1929 Stewart Die 

Casting purchased the business. In 1930 Bolling became 

Assistant Manager of the Iowa Manufacturing Company 

in Spring Lake.  On February 22, 1935, in partnership 

with Eric Anderson, he established the Anderson-

Bolling Manufacturing Company, at first leasing a wing 

of the Challenge Stamping & Porcelain Company at 850 

Jackson and using the facilities of Michigan Brass at 

night.  In 1941 a 16,500 sq. ft. building was erected at 

701 East Savidge in Spring Lake, which was increased 

to 57,250 sq. ft. in 1950. Baltzar was a Republican and 

member of the Blue Lake Free and Accepted Masons; 

Medina Temple Shrine; Rotary Club; Kiwanis, Spring 

Lake Country Club; Spring Lake Yacht Club; Citizens 

Historical Association; and the Peopleôs Church of 

Chicago.  He was active in Boy Scout work, received the 

silver beaver award, and was an honorary citizen of 

Boysô Town.  He owned four sailboats and won many 

racing trophies. 

On August 30, 1920 Baltzar married Esther Olivia 

Turnquist, daughter of John and Matilda Turnquist of 

Chicago.  Esther was born January 25, 1894, and she 

died October 27, 1983 in Pompano Beach, Florida.  The 

Bollings had four children: Warren Ellwood, who was 

born on July 25; Roger Eugene, born May 20, 1926; 

Vernon Baltzar, born on July 3, 1927; and Donald 

Winfield, born on December 22, 1929. Baltzar died in 

Florida in February, 1969. The family resided at 18777 

Fruitport Road in Section 1 of Spring Lake Township.  

[Citizens Historical Association, September 20, 1941, 

Tribune article, August, 1948, and Tribune obituary, 

November 1, 1983.] 

Roger Eugene Bolling  [1926-2000] 

Roger, the son of Baltzar and Esther Olivia Turnquist 

Bolling, was born in Muskegon on May 20, 1926.  He 

served in the Army during WWII .  After the war he 

graduated from Augustana College in Rock Island, 

Illi nois and returned to Spring Lake, where he was 

employed at his fatherôs company, Anderson-Bolling, 

eventually becoming its owner and Chief Executive 

Officer.  He served on the Grand Haven School Board 

and as President of the Spring Lake Country Club.  He 

also was a member of the Presbyterian Church, Grand 

Haven Rotary, Spring Lake Country Club, Spring Lake 

Yacht Club, and Tri-Cities Y.M.C.A. 

On February 7, 1948, Roger married Vivian Dahlman.  

She was born on November 18, 1927 to Albert and 

Amanda Dahlman. Vivian graduated from Grand Haven 

High School and was a volunteer at the Mary Free Bed 

Guild of North Ottawa Community Hospital. The 

Bollings lived at 1856 Doris in Grand Haven and later at 

16069 Lake Point Drive in Spring Lake.  Their five 

children were Pam Ellison of Fort Lauderdale, Florida; 

Roger of Lake Worth, Florida; Cindy, who married 

Bryan Lewis of Royal Palm, Florida; Debby Lintjer of 

Spring Lake; and Craig of Grand Haven. Vivian passed 

away on December 23, 1997, and Roger died three years 

later, on December 1, 2000.  Their residence was at 

16069 Lake Point Drive [Harbor Point], but they were 

living in Palm Beach, Florida at the time of their deaths.  

[Tribune article, ñRoger Bolling óBoss of the Year,ôò 

April 23, 1970.] 

Vernon Baltzar Bolling  [1927-1978] 



63 

 

Born on July 3, 1927 in Spring Lake, the son of Baltzar 

E. and Esther Olivia Turnquist Bolling, Vernon 

graduated from Kalamazoo College, worked in Cedar 

Rapids, Iowa and Oak Park, Illinois, and then became 

Manager of Research for Steelcase in Grand Rapids.  

About 1968 Vernon went to work for National Displays 

at 725 Taylor in Grand Haven, later becoming Vice 

President.  Vernon was active in the Boy Scouts and 

chaired the Sustaining Membership Drive for the Grand 

Valley Council in 1973.  He and his wife, Mobe Brant, 

had three sons, Mark, Steve, and John.  The family 

resided at 18903 Fruitport road in Spring Lake 

Township.  Mobe was a real estate agent with the James 

L. Bolthouse Company of Grand Haven.  Vernon died in 

August, 1978.  [Tribune article, ñScouting 

Memberships,ò November 10, 1973.] 

Warren Elwood Bolling  [1920-2000] 

Born in Chicago, Illinois on July 25, 1921, Warren was 

the son of Baltzar and Esther Turnquist Bolling, he 

attended Michigan State College [MSU]and Stanford 

University.  He became Sales Manager for the Anderson 

Bolling Company of Spring Lake.  He was a member of 

the American Legion; Kiwanis Club; Century Club of 

Muskegon; and Lake Shore Club of Chicago.  He 

married Mary Elaine Aldrich of Grand Rapids.  Warren 

passed away in Naples, Florida on October 16, 2000. 

Albert J. Bolt  [1871-1938] 

In the early 1900s Albert Bolt had a grocery store at 706 

Washington.  He and his wife, Minnie Boet, lived at 728 

Washington and later at 1046 Washington.  They were 

married in Ottawa County on September 29, 1898.  

Minnie, the daughter of Antone and Pauline Boet of 

Grand Haven, was born in Michigan in February, 1871.  

Albert also was born in Michigan in May of the same 

year.  The Boltsô two children were Pauline [nee 

Antonet], born in July, 1899, and Willis, born about 

1913.  Albert died around March 15, 1938 and was 

buried at Lake Forest Cemetery.  Minnie, who passed 

away about November 24, 1950, was buried with her 

husband.  Albertôs parents were Henry John and 

Cornelia Elfers Bolt of Grand Haven. 

Frederick Cornelius ñTedò Bolt  [1897-1976] 

Born July 15, 1897 in Grand Haven, Ted was the son of 

John J. and Dena Van Zanten Bolt.  He graduated from 

the University of Michigan School of Business 

Administration and was a WWI veteran.  He was 

employed by the Peoples Bank on November 1, 1917.  

Ted became President of the bank in 1944 and Chairman 

and Trust officer in 1962.  Ted was working at the bank 

on the day it was robbed, August 17, 1933.  He and 

others stopped the robbery while it was in progress, and 

Ted shared in a $1,000 reward.  From 1921 to 1934 he 

went into business with his father, John J. Bolt.  They 

offered general insurance at their office located in the 

Grand Haven State Bank building at 223 Washington.  

Ted was a member of the Elks; Grand Haven Aviation 

Club, which initiated the Ted Bolt Annual Award; 

Chamber of Commerce; Grand Haven Library Board; 

Grand Haven Gideon Camp; and Spring Lake Country 

Club.  Bolt also headed bond drives for the WWII  war 

effort, and raised money for a new Chamber of 

Commerce building and the Grand Haven High School 

building on Cutler.  In addition, he organized and was 

trustee for the Hofma Trust, and was Secretary of the 

Grand Haven Salvation Army Advisory Board.  Ted 

organized the Boy Scout troop of the Second Christian 

Reformed Church.  Ted never married and lived in the 

family home at 826 Washington with his sister Anje, 

who was born about 1889 and died on February 22, 

1974.  Ted died of heart disease on May 10, 1976 and 

was buried at Lake Forest Cemetery.  [Tribune articles, 

ñPeoples Bank Names Three New Directors,ò December 

7, 1971, and ñF. C. Bolt: Dies at 78,ò May 11, 1976.] 

Henry John [Hendrik Jan] Bolt I  [1823-1907] 

The son of Arend and Jennekje Bouwhuis Bolt, Henry 

was born in Lockum, The Netherlands on October 30, 

1823.  He came to Grand Haven in July, 1847, where he 

spent the remainder of his life. By occupation Henry was 

a farmer. He had no capital at the time of his arrival and 

had to depend upon his own resources for a livelihood. 

He started earning money by shoveling sawdust at the 

Throop Mill for $16 a month. In 1848 he was employed 

by Clark Albee and stayed with him for six years.  He 

was paid $180 a year, plus board. He was the first 

coroner in Ottawa County and held a number of 

inquests. He was Street Commissioner of Grand Haven 

for over ten years, beginning about 1870.  After a time 

he began devoting his energies to farming and fruit 

growing.  Nathan White, assisted by Thomas White, 

started planting maple trees on Franklin Street, and Bolt 

helped plant many hundreds of trees in the city.  He was 

a charter member of the First Reformed Church, started 

by 15 families in 1851.  He later was a member of the 

Second Reformed Church. He was Republican in 

politics. 

On May 9, 1852, Henry married Cornelia [Lena/Rena] 

Elfers.  She was born on April 7, 1828, in Goor, The 

Netherlands, and came to America at age 20.  They had 

eight children: Johannah [Hannah], who was born on 

July 10, 1853 and on July 30, 1874 married Johannes 

ñJohnò Kolvoord of Battle Creek; Aaltje ñAlice,ò who 

was born on April 26, 1855 and died in Battle Creek on 

June 10, 1918; Jantje ñJennie,ò who was born June 23, 

1857 and married John Boer; Henry, who was born on 

August 27, 1859 and died 17 months later; Hattie, who 

was born on June 27, 1862; Cornelia, who died at the 

age of six months in June, 1865; Hendrick ñHenryò J. II, 
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who was born on October 22, 1866 and was listed as a 

teamster in the early 1890s; and Albert J., who was born 

May 29, 1871. The Bolt family resided at 1036 

Washington Avenue. Around 1913 they sold five acres 

of their land at the southwest corner of Ferry and 

Pennoyer for $1,600.  That land became the site of Ferry 

School. Cornelia died on April 1, 1892.  Henry died at 

his home on Washington Street on March 26, 1907 and 

was buried at Lake Forest Cemetery with his wife.  On 

June 10, 1938, Bolt Park, at Beechtree and Pennoyer, 

was named in his memory.  [Portrait and Biographical 

Record of Muskegon and Ottawa County Michigan, p. 

119, Chronicle article, ñBoltôs Observation of Cityôs 

Early History,ò June 9, 1938, Tribune article, ñFrank 

Sparks Speaks at Park Dedication,ò June 9, 1938, 

Chronicle article, ñHatton, H. J. Bolt Are Honored at 

Public Ceremony,ò June 9, 1938, Tribune obituaries, 

April 2, 1892 and March 27, 1907.] 

ñHenryò Hendrick John Bolt II  [1866-1934] 

ñHenryò Hendrick, the son of Henry J. and Cornelia 

Elfers Bolt, was born on October 22, 1866 in Grand 

Haven.  He was listed as a teamster in the early 1890s, 

and occupation he continued to follow in the early 

1900s, although in 1920 he was listed as a farmer.  On 

May 22, 1895 he married Rena Hoffman in Grand 

Haven.  Rena, the daughter of John and Roelfa Hoffman, 

was born in February, 1872,  The Bolts resided at 1036 

Washington.  Their children were Henry John III, born 

about 1901; Grace M., born about 1904; Irene V., born 

about 1907; and Cornelia Ann, born about 1908.  

Cornelia married Percy C. Floto of Grand Haven.  Rena 

passed away about March 21, 1947 and was buried at 

Lake Forest Cemetery, where Henry was buried on May 

5, 1934 . 

Henry V. Bolt I  [1887-1934] 

Henry V. Bolt, who owned Boltôs Meat Market at 403 

Fulton, was born in Grand Haven in 1887.  On July 17, 

1901 in Grand Haven, he married Jennie Mathilde 

Vander Zalm.  The daughter of Toney and Dora Voss 

Vander Zalm, Jennie was born in Grand Haven in 1878.  

They lived at 719 Pennoyer.  Henry V. Bolt II was their 

son.  Henry I died about May 5, 1934 and was buried at 

Lake Forest Cemetery.  Jennie passed away around April 

27, 1945 and was buried with her husband. 

Henry V. Bolt II  [1915-1999] 

Henry II, the son of Henry V. and Jennie Bolt, was born 

on May 1, 1915 and died in Grand Haven on December 

13, 1999, when he was still residing in the family home 

at 719 Pennoyer.  Henry II graduated from Western State 

Teachers College [WMU] in 1936 and went into 

teaching, first at Durand High School in Michigan and 

later at Grand Haven High School. 

Jacob Bolt  [1840-1887]  

Jacob Bolt, born in The Netherlands on May 31, 1840, 

became a lumber shaver in Grand Haven, and later was 

classified as a teamster.  He married Johanna Moss, who 

also was born in The Netherlands about 1842.  They had 

seven surviving children, including:  John L., born in 

1864; Derk, born about 1866; Mary, who was born about 

November, 1870 and married John Lock of Grand 

Haven; Jane [Jennie], who was born about 1874 and 

married Joseph Maurits in Grand Rapids on May 17, 

1900; Kate, who was born about 1876 and married 

Doeke Kniper in Ottawa County on October 24, 1893; 

Henry, who was born about 1877 and in Grand Haven 

on July 17, 1901 married Jennie, the daughter of Toney 

and Dora Voss Vander Zalm; Fanny, born about 1880; 

Gertrude, who was born about 1883 and married Fred 

Ensing in Grand Rapids on February 19, 1902; James, 

who also was born about 1883 and married Nellie 

Patterson in Muskegon on December 24, 1904.  John 

and Derk were born in The Netherlands, and the rest 

were born locally.  Jacob died on August 27, 1887. After 

his death,  Johanna maintained a dressmaking business 

in her home at 508 Elliott Street in Grand Haven.  Living 

with her in the early 1900s were Florence Bolt, who 

worked at Challenge Machinery, and Henrietta, the 

widow of John Bolt, Jacobôs and Johannaôs son, who 

died on August 26, 1905.  Henrietta lived from 1865 to 

1928.  Johanna passed away in 1908.  She and Jacob 

were buried at Lake Forest Cemetery with other family 

members, including John and Henrietta. 

Jacob J. Bolt  [1892-1978] 

Born on December 30, 1892 in Grand Haven, the son of 

John and Henrietta Dykema Bolt, Jacob worked at the 

Grand Haven post office for 48 years.  In August, 1951 

he became Assistant Postmaster and in 1962 he was 

named the 15
th
 Postmaster of Grand Haven. On June 18, 

1918 in Kent County, he married Esther Goodrich.  

Esther, the daughter of William and Alice Gorman 

Goodrich, was born in 1895 and about September 23, 

1948.  The Bolts had two daughters, Mary Alice, who 

married Robert Storm of Merritt Island, Florida, and 

Delores, who married Donald Bartels of Grand Haven.  

The Bolts resided at 904 Pennoyer.  In Muskegon he 

married Agnes E. Sullivan, who lived from September 

17, 1897 to June 5, 1983.  She was the daughter of 

James Sullivan.  Jacob died on July 3, 1978.  Esther, 

Jacob, and Agnes were buried at Lake Forest Cemetery.  

[Tribune article, ñJake Bolt Named Postmaster Here,ò 

April 3, 1962, and Tribune obituary, June 6, 1983.] 

John Bolt  [1880-1939] and Etta Koster Bolt  [1878-

1974] 

John Bolt was born in 1880 in Spring Lake.  After 

attending Muskegon Business College, he bought John 
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Kosterôs grocery business in Spring Lake, which he sold 

after a short time to George Rankin.  John then bought a 

concrete and fuel business in Muskegon, operating it 

under the name of Bolt Cement & Coal Company.  On 

March 30, 1909 in Spring Lake he married Etta, 

daughter of the man who owned the grocery store in the 

Village.  John and Etta lived in Muskegon, where the 

family business was located.  He died on January 4, 

1939. 

Born in Spring Lake on October 11, 1878, Etta was the 

daughter of John and Gertrude Ekster Koster. Etta 

worked at Beaudryôs Dry Goods Store in Grand Haven 

for 11 or 12 years.  She recalled that her commute on the 

Interurban would have cost five cents each way, 60 cents 

a week, at a time when she was earning $3 a week, so 

she traveled by horse-drawn bus, instead.  When her 

husband died in early 1939, Etta returned to Spring 

Lake, where she passed away on June 12, 1974.  She 

lived at 205 North Division.  John and Etta were buried 

at Spring Lake Cemetery. 

John Bolt  [1861ï1934] 

In partnership with Edward P. Kinkema, John Bolt 

operated a cold storage and fresh fish market at 1034 

Fulton in Grand Haven from 1901 to 1921.  He then 

went into business with his son, Frederick Cornelius 

[Cornelius Frederick.].  They offered general insurance 

at their office located in the Grand Haven State Bank 

building at 223 Washington.  John was an original 

Director of Peoples Bank, which opened in 1910 in 

downtown Grand Haven [300 Washington].  He was 

born in The Netherlands on February 23, 1861 and came 

to Grand Haven when he was ten. 

On December 21, 1880, John married Dena, daughter of 

Cornelius Van Zanten I.  Dena was born January 13, 

1869 and died September 2, 1937.  The Bolts lived at 

1221 Washington and later at 826 Washington.  They 

had four children: Anje, who was born in March, 1888, 

became a school teacher, and died on February 22, 1974; 

Frederick Cornelius, who was born in August, 1889, 

served as Principal at Muskegon Heights High School 

Principal for many years, and died on December 19, 

1954; Arthur J., who was born in March, 1891 [1892] 

and  became a Muskegon dentist and State Senator; and 

Frederick C. ñTed,ò who lived in Grand Haven was born 

on July 15, 1897 [1898/1899].  John died April 10, 1934 

and was buried at Lake Forest Cemetery with his wife 

and other family members.  [Tribune article, ñF. C. Bolt 

Dies at 78,ò May 11, 1976.] 

Richard D. Bolt I  [1865-1938] 

Richard Bolt, born in The Netherlands in 1865, operated 

a meat market at 207 North Seventh Street in Grand 

Haven and resided in a nearby two-story frame house 

[219 North Seventh].  In the 1908 Directory he was 

listed as a cooper, and two years later he was a machinist 

at Dake Engine Company.  He married Margaret Powell, 

whose father, John Powell, had once owned the meat 

market.  Margaret was born locally the same year as her 

husband.  Dick took over the meat market following his 

fatherôs-in-law death in 1913.  Among the Bolt children, 

all born locally, were Joy, born about 1886; John, born 

about 1888; Josephine Margaret ñJosie,ò who was born 

about 1894 and married Paul B. Markhoff of Spring 

Lake; Katie, born about 1902; and Richard II, who lived 

from 1904 to 1921.  Richard I died about January 26, 

1938 and was buried in the family plot at Lake Forest 

Cemetery.  Margaret passed away about September 25, 

1952 and was buried with her husband. 

Henry ñHarryò J. Bolthouse [Bulthuis]  [1887-1975] 

Henry Bolthouse had a 25-acre farm in Section 9 of 

Spring Lake Township in the early 1900s.  He was born 

in Michigan on October 22, 1887 and died on October 

28, 1975.  On May 24, 1911 in Ferrysburg, he married 

Hilda Katt.  The. daughter of John and Steentje ñKateò 

Wierenga Katt of Ferrysburg, Hilda was born on 

September 2, 1891.  Henryôs and Hildzôs children, all 

born locally, were Selma J., born about 1913; Clarence, 

born about 1915; Stella J., born about 1918; Kenneth, 

born about 1920; and Raymond, born about 1922.  They 

also had an adopted son, Robert L. Bolthouse, who was 

born around 1930.  Hilda died in Spring Lake on 

December 11, 1982.  Henry and Hilda were buried at 

Spring Lake Cemetery. 

John Paul Bolthouse  [1912-2006] 

John, the son of Harm and Maggie Dekkinga Bolthouse, 

was born in Spring Lake on September 4, 1912.  He 

married Thelma M. Vander Ark in Melville, Louisiana 

on March 2, 1934.  She was the daughter of Henry and 

Margaret Hansma Vander Ark.  John owned and 

operated the Texaco Service Station in Spring Lake for 

32 years, including 25 years in partnership with Steve 

Bottema.  He served on the Spring Lake Village Council 

in 1940, was Village Clerk for 31 years, and Village 

Manager from the early to mid-1970s.  He was a 

member of the First Baptist Church in Spring Lake.  The 

Bolthouses children include John of Grandville, 

Michigan; Jim of Andalusia, Alabama; and Jerry of 

Spring Lake.  John passed away at home on February 17, 

2006 and was buried at Spring Lake Cemetery.  Thelma 

lived from November 6, 1908 to December 12, 2001.  

She also was buried at Spring Lake Cemetery.  [Tribune 

obituary, February 20, 2006.] 

Richard Bolthouse [Bulthaus/Bulthuis]  [1880-1956] 

The son of Krein and Soutje ñSarahò Bolthouse, Dick 

was born in Ferrysburg on June 6, 1880 [1879].  On June 

15, 1904 in Spring Lake, he married Jennie Luloffs.  She 

was born in Coopersville on October 20, 1882.  Her 
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father, Meindert Luloffs, was born in The Netherlands 

on April 30, 1856.  Meindert married Martha Leuring 

Luloffs.  One of the Bolthousesô children, Susan Marie, 

who was born about 1907, married Charles Rouwhorst.  

Jennie died on October 24, 1941.  Dick passed away in 

Grand Haven on August 8, 1956.  Both were buried at 

Spring Lake Cemetery. 

George Bolton  [1862-1923] 

Born in 1862 in Canada, George Bolton brought his 

family to Spring Lake in 1905.  He owned and operated 

Boltonôs Shoe Repair Shop, which was located at 213 

West Savidge, later the site of the Idle Hour Bowling 

Lanes.  George also repaired clocks, watches, and rings. 

His wife, Hannah, also a Canadian, was born in 1864.  

The couple lived at 210 Williams Street.  They had five 

sons, all born in Canada: Adelbert, born about 1887; 

Stewart W. born about 1890; Harry, born on April 8, 

1891; and Ernest, born in 1894.  All five sons resided in 

Spring Lake.  George Bolton died at his home in Spring 

Lake on September 6, 1923 and was buried at Spring 

Lake Cemetery. Hannah died 13 years later and was 

buried in the family plot . [Tribune obituary, September 

7, 1923.] 

Harry Bolton  [1891-1973] 

Born in Canada on April 8, 1891, Harry Bolton in 1905 

came to Spring Lake with his parents, George and 

Hannah Bolton. Harry worked for the Challenge Corn 

Planter Company for 16 years and later was custodian of 

the Spring Lake School on Exchange Street for 23 years.  

On May 13, 1913 he married Gertrude Eckelcamp, who 

lived from December 10, 1891 to November 26, 1983.  

She was the daughter of Henry Eckelcamp.  The 

Boltonsô children included Gladys, who was born on 

August 20, 1914 and married Paul Lampe of Spring 

Lake on May 1, 1937; Harold, who was born May 9, 

1917, married Winifred Weavers on May 18, 1939, and 

died October 27, 1991; Russell, who was born about 

1920 and whose wifeôs name was Maxine; Irene, who 

was born about 1922 and married Darwin Andree of 

Muskegon; and Albert G., who was born in 1926 and 

died July, 1963.  Harry and Gertrude lived at 230 

Summit in Spring Lake.  He died in February, 1973.  

Harry and Gertrude were buried at Spring Lake 

Cemetery.  [Tribune obituaries, November 26, 1983 and 

October 28, 1991.] 

Lucius Manlius Boltwood II  [1825-1905] 

Lucius Boltwood was reputed to be 100 years old when 

he died on February 28, 1905, but recent data points to a 

birth date of June 8, 1825, in Amherst, Massachusetts.  

His birth date may have been confused with his fatherôs, 

Lucius I, who was born in 1792 and died in 1852.  

Lucius I purchased land in Michigan as early as 1836.  

Lillie recorded that in 1861 Lucius II offered to forgive 

any balance remaining on land bought from him by a 

husband or father enlisting in the military, if that soldier 

failed to survive the Civil War.  By 1864 he held title to 

acreage in Section 32 of Grand Haven Township, near 

the south border of the City of Grand Haven, and also in 

Sections 19 and 30 of Allendale Township.  On June 6, 

1860 Lucius married Clarinda Boardman Williams, who 

was born on August 31, 1836.  Clarinda died on October 

8, 1890.  A son, Lucius III, married Etta Monique 

Comstock in Grand Rapids. 

Thaddeus V. Bomberski  [1904-1998] 

The son of Vincent Bomberski, Thaddeus worked with 

his father at the family grocery store, located at 601 

Fulton.  Thaddeus was born on August 26, 1904 and 

died in Grand Haven on January 25, 1998. 

Vincent Charles Bomberksi  [1876-1937] 

Born on December 20, 1876, the son of Martin and Anna 

Diskey Bomberski, Vincent was raised in the Detroit 

area.  From 1910 to 1925 he owned and operated a 

grocery store at 601 Fulton Avenue in Grand Haven.  

His son Thaddeus worked with him.  Vincent died and 

was buried at Holy Cross Cemetery in Kent County in 

1937. 

Lewis [Louis] W. Bon [Ban]  [1827-1901] 

Lewis Bon was born in Ohio on December 10, 1827.  

When the Civil War began he was a sailor living in 

Manitowoc, Wisconsin, where he enlisted in Company C 

of the Wisconsin 4
th
 Cavalry as a Private on June 17, 

1864.  He was discharged for promotion on September 

2, 1864, the same day he received a commission in the 

USC 15
th
 Infantry.  Lewisôs enlistment papers specified 

that he was 5ô 7İò with blue eyes and black hair.  After 

the war he became a tugboat Captain.  When Lewis 

retired from that duty, he was hired by the government 

to monitor the pier and lighthouse.  He suffered a bad 

fall on the pier and was taken to the Soldierôs Home in 

Grand Rapids, where he died on July 1, 1901.  He was 

buried at Lake Forest Cemetery.  Lewis was a member 

of the Weatherwax Post of the Grand Army of the 

Republic [G.A.R.].  On April 23, 1853, in Spring Lake, 

he married Euphemia Raymond, who was, born on 

October 8, 1835 in Michigan, the daughter of Louisa M. 

Raymond, Curtis Grayôs second wife.  Lewis and 

Euphemia had seven children, all born in Michigan or 

Wisconsin.  One of the children, Charlie H., was born on 

September 27, 1880, died on August 27, 1881, and was 

buried at Lake Forest.  On July 18, 1901, Euphemia 

applied for a widowôs Civil War pension.  She died 

October 18, 1919 in Grand Haven and was buried with 

her husband. 

Baldwin Boomgaard  [1899-1954] 
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Born in Grand Haven on April 10, 1899, Baldwin was 

the son of Cornelius C. and Jennie Boomgaard.  In 1918 

he was Walter Lillieôs chauffeur.  He married Alice 

Allman, who was born in Illinois about 1899.  In 1920 

the couple resided in Chicago, where Baldwin was a 

shipping clerk.  By 1930 he was divorced and living in 

Los Angeles, California, where he died on November 

17, 1954.  In Los Angeles he was a salesman for a radio 

tube company. 

Boudewijn ñBaldwinò Boomgaard  [1859-1900] 

Boudewijn ñBaldwinò Boomgaard was born in The 

Netherlands on January 6, 1859.  He was the son of 

Cornelius and Wilhelmina Boomgaard.  Baldwin 

became part owner of Boomgaard & Sons Hardware, 

located at 335 Fulton, that was started by his father..  

Baldwin married Antje ñAnnaò Veenstra on September 

27, 1882 in Grand Haven.  The daughter of Luwe and 

Reina Fisher Veenstra, she was born in Grand Haven on 

August 31, 1862 and passed away on May 7, 1910.  

Their children, all born in Grand Haven, were Cornelius 

Baldwin, born on April 21, 1883; Louis, who was born 

in 1884, died in 1913 in Grand Haven, and was buried at 

Lake Forest; Wilhelmina ñMinnie,ò who was born in 

1887 and married Peter Helmers of Grand Haven; Reina, 

who was born on May 19, 1889, died on September 26, 

1891 in Grand Haven, and was buried at Lake Forest; 

Mattie, who was born in April, 1891 died in Grand 

Haven on August 31, 1895, and was buried at Lake 

Forest; and Irene, who was born on January 11, 1899, 

married John Gerrit Dirkse of Grand Haven on April 15, 

1926, died on November 24, 1990, and was buried at 

Lake Forest.  Gerrit lived from April 17, 1903 to January 

3, 1985, and also was buried at Lake Forest.  Baldwin 

died in Grand Haven on December 3, 1900.  He and 

Anna buried at Lake Forest with other family members.  

The family resided at 105 North Fourth. 

Cornelia Boomgaard  [1896-1965] 

Cornelia Boomgaard was appointed head of 

bookkeeping at Challenge Stamping and Porcelain Co. 

in Grand Haven when it was formed in 1929.  When 

Challenge acquired Puffer Hubbard Company in 1940, 

Cornelia was named Secretary/Treasurer.  In 1930 she 

was living with her father, Hubert Boomgaard, at 1144 

Washington, where she remained after his death in 1942.  

Her mother, Jacoba, died in 1927.  Cornelia was born in 

Grand Haven on December 22, 1896 and died in April, 

1965. 

Cornelius Boomgaard  [1833-1905] 

Cornelius, the son of Jacobus and Cornelia Van Noorden 

Boomgaard, was born in The Netherlands in December 

1833.  Cornelius started a hardware business called 

Boomgaard & Sons, located at 335 Fulton.  He married 

Wilhelmina Van Powell in The Netherlands.  She lived 

from November, 1835 to June 1, 1924 and was buried at 

Lake Forest Cemetery.  The Boomgaardsô children were 

Boudewijn ñBaldwin,ò born on January 6, 1859; 

Marinus, who was born in 1862, and died in Grand 

Haven on April 4, 1893; Jacobus, who was born in 1864 

and died in Grand Haven on May 10, 1879; Dena, who 

was born in 1868 and died in Grand Haven on 

September 18, 1902; Cornelius G. [C.], born on May 5, 

1870; Katri, born in 1872; Dennis, who was born in 

1873 and died in Grand Haven on March 13, 1893; and 

Herbert, who was born in 1876 and died in Grand Haven 

on April 28, 1894.  The three older children were born in 

The Netherlands, the rest were born locally. 

Cornelius Baldwin Boomgaard [Vanden Boomgaard]  

[1883-1921] 

Born on April 21, 1883 in Grand Haven, Cornelius 

Boomgaard was the son of Boudewijn and Antje 

Veenstra Boomgaard of Grand Haven.  Cornelius 

married Della Westhof on May 23, 1906 in Grand 

Haven.  The daughter of Petrus and Fenna De Groot 

Westhof, she was born September 29, 1885 in 

Ferrysburg.  Cornelius was the last family member to 

own the Boomgaard & Sons Hardware at 335 Fulton.  

After her husbandôs death in 1921 Della, sold the store, 

located at 335 Fulton, to Hartger Jonker and Peter 

Robinson.  The Boomgaards lived at 317 Clinton, but 

after Corneliusôs mother died in 1910, he moved his 

family into her home at 105 North Fourth Street.  They 

were members of the First Reformed Church.  Their 

daughter, Frances Irene, was born in Grand Haven on 

September 21, 1917.  She married John Joseph Herbert 

Hierholzer of Grand Haven in 1935.  After Cornelius 

died of pneumonia on February 21, 1921, Irene lived 

with her mother at 105 North Fourth until her marriage.  

Cornelius was buried at Lake Forest Cemetery, as was 

Della, who passed away on April 13, 1978.  [Tribune 

obituary, February 21, 1921.] 

Cornelius G. [C.] Boomgaard  [1870-1945] 

Born in Grand Haven on May 25, 1870, Cornelius was 

the son of Cornelius and Wilhelmina Van Powell 

Boomgaard.  The younger Cornelius eventually inherited 

the family hardware store and operated it for many years 

before Della Boomgaard sold it to Hartger Jonker and 

Peter Robinson around 1920.  In 1889 Cornelius married 

Jeanette [Jennette] ñJennieò Cole.  They had at least six 

children, including Cornelius, born on October 7, 1889; 

Johanna, born in 1891; William, born on September 18, 

1892; Nieltje, born in 1898; Baldwin, born on April 10, 

1899; James, born in 1901; Jeanette, born in 1908; Irene, 

born about 1915; and Eugene, born about 1918.  The 

Boomgaards were members of the Second Reformed 

Church and resided at 109 North Fourth, where 

Cornelius was janitor for ten years.  Cornelius died in 
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1945.  Jennie, who was born in 1864, died in 1923.  She 

and her husband were buried at Lake Forest Cemetery. 

Edward Boomgaard  [1885-1967] 

Edward Boomgaard, a clerk, married Effie Zangman in 

Grand Haven on May 23, 1907.  They lived at 618 

Elliott in the early 1900s and later moved to Mercury 

Drive.  Edward was Grand Haven Fire Chief from 1919 

to 1937.  They then resided at 702 Franklin.  He was 

born November 20, 1885 and died about August 8, 1967. 

Effie passed away around January 30, 1912.  Both were 

buried at Lake Forest Cemetery. 

Hubert Boomgaard [Boomgard]  [1870-1942] 

Hubert Boomgaard, who was born in The Netherlands in 

August, 1870, became a mechanic in Grand Haven.  On 

October 15, 1890 in Grand Haven, he married Jacoba 

[Cora] Hoebeke. She was born in Michigan in August, 

1868 [1869] and died in 1927.  Hubert died on 

December 15, 1942. They were buried at Lake Forest 

Cemetery.  They lived at 1005 Washington in Grand 

Haven, and later at 1144 Washington.  Their children, all 

born locally, were Johanna, born in December, 1892; 

Tracy, who was born August 24, 1894, married Albert 

Vander Ven of Grand Haven, and died on March 5, 

1985; Cornelia, born on December 22, 1896; Anthony, 

who was born on March 24, 1900 and died August 27, 

1995; James, who was born on December 10, 1902; and 

Marian, born about 1912. 

Jacobus Boomgaard [Vanden Boomgaard/Vanden 

Boomgaart]  [@1819-1894] 

Jacobus Boomgaard, a tinsmith, was born in The 

Netherlands about 1819.  He married Cornelia Van 

Noorden, who was born in The Netherlands and died on 

September 18, 1902 in Grand Haven.  Their children, 

both born in The Netherlands, were Cornelius, who was 

born in December, 1833, and Lougier, who was born in 

1836 and died in Grand Haven on April 3, 1900.  

Jacobus died on July 16, 1894. 

James Boomgaard  [1902-1983] 

James was born in Grand Haven on December 10, 1902, 

the son of Hubert [Hubrecht] and Jacoba Boomgaard. 

James, who resided at 16585 Sleeper Street in Grand 

Haven Township, worked as a painter and welder at 

Challenge Porcelain.  He died December 29, 1983 and 

was buried at Lake Forest Cemetery.  [Tribune obituary, 

December 29, 1983.] 

James John ñJayò Boomgaard  [1892-1920] 

Born in Grand Haven June, 1892, Jay was the son of 

John and Maggie Van Dyke Boomgaard of Grand 

Haven.  About 1917 James married Helen Kraus, who 

was born in Wisconsin around 1890.  The couple resided 

in Milwaukee, where they had two sons, James, born 

about 1918, and Clarence, born about 1920.  Jay died of 

tuberculosis in Milwaukee in April, 1920.  Helen was 

still a resident of Milwaukee in 1930.  [Tribune obituary, 

April 15, 1920.] 

John Boomgaard [Vanden Boomgaart/Boomgaart]  

[1868- 1946] 

John Boomgaard was born in Grand Haven in January, 

1868.  On January 20, 1887 he married Margaretha 

ñMaggieò Van Dijk [Van Dyke], who was born in May, 

1866.  John worked for William Heap & Sons.  The 

family lived at 523 Fulton in the early 1900s.  Among 

their children were a daughter Alice, who was born on 

March 6, 1891, became a dressmaker, and married 

George Carpenter in Grand Haven on May 17, 1911; 

Jay, born in June, 1892; Johanna, who was born in April, 

1894, married, and moved to Detroit; Berdiena ñBirdie,ò 

who was born April 20, 1896, married E. M. Walcott, 

and moved to Los Angeles; Elizabeth, born in April, 

1897; James John, who was born about 1900; and 

Chester, who was born May 17, 1905 and moved to 

Grand Rapids; and Joseph.  John, who worked as a 

tinner, died on December 14, 1946 in Grand Rapids and 

was buried at Lake Forest Cemetery. 

William B. Boomgaard  [1892-1971] 

William Boomgaard, a jeweler and watch maker, was 

born in Grand Haven on September 18, 1892.  He 

worked at John S. Loweôs Optical and Jewelry Store, 

first located first at 115 Washington and later at 220 

Washington.  Sometime between 1917 and 1919 

William married Ida, the daughter of Klass and Lucy 

Leninga of Grand Haven.  Ida was born locally in 1889.  

In 1920 William and his wife resided with her widowed 

mother at 216 Elliott.  William died in One Thousand 

Oaks, California on January 31, 1971 and was buried at 

Lake Forest Cemetery.  Ida passed away around April 7, 

1967, and also was buried at Lake Forest. 

Marinus Cornelius ñGeorgeò Boomsluiter 

[Boomsliter]  [1835-1895] 

Captain George Boomsluiter was born on February 26, 

1835.  He was the son of Marinus Cornelius 

Boomsluijter, born in The Netherlands in 1799, and 

Janna Van Den Berg Koopman.  Janna was a native of 

Zeeland, The Netherlands, where she was born January 

24, 1808.  She died in Grand Haven in 1901.  On 

December 6, 1870 George married Sarah Vogel.  George 

and Sarah lived at 519 Madison in Grand Haven.  They 

had at least two sons: George, born in October, 1880, 

and Walter.  They also had a daughter, Barbara Lena, 

who married Elmer Bradway of Grand Haven.  George 

died on January 27, 1895.  Sarah, who was born in 

Alsace Lorraine, Germany, lived from February 26, 

1848 [1849] to May 31, 1935.  Walter was born in 1883 
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and died in 1920.  Parents and son were buried at Lake 

Forest Cemetery. 

Marjorie De Neut Boon  [1930-2006] 

Marge Boon was elected the first woman mayor of 

Grand Haven in 1981, the first of three two-year terms.  

Before her election as mayor, she served eight years on 

the City Council, beginning in 1973.  She was born in 

Grand Rapids on June 28, 1930 to Earl and Marie 

Romance De Neut.  She graduated from Hope College 

and taught in the Grand Haven school system for 15 

years.  On June 30, 1956, she married Maurice ñMoonò 

Boon in Grand Haven.  They had three children:  

Cristine, who married Marvin Hinga of Zeeland; Amy, 

who married Fred Gadsby of Holland, and Dennis of 

Grand Haven. 

As Mayor, Marge was instrumental in the rejuvenation 

of the industrial waterfront that had fallen into decay 

along Harbor Drive.  Chinook Pier and the Boardwalk 

and Lighthouse Connector Park were built under her 

leadership.  She and City Manager Larry Deetjen 

worked closely together to obtain state and federal grants 

to assist in paying for the redevelopment projects.  

Marge was named by Counterpart as the Woman of the 

Year in 1982.  In 1984 she was invited to christen the 

Coast Guard Cutter Escanaba III.  1984 also was the 

year of Grand Havenôs Sesquicentennial Celebration.  

Marge and Moon were members of the First Reformed 

Church of Grand Haven, and Marge belonged to the 

League of Woman Voters, Michigan Municipal League, 

and served on many boards.  Grand Haven Rotary 

awarded her the Paul Harris Fellowship Award.  Marge 

died on April 1, 2006 in Grand Haven.  [Tribune article, 

ñFormer GH mayor Marge Boon dead at 75ò and 

obituary, April 3, 2006.] 

Martin Boon  [1884-1981] 

Born on December 16, 1884 in The Netherlands, Martin 

was the son of Arie Floris [Floris A.] and Adriana 

Bommel Boon.  Arie, an upholsterer by trade, brought 

his family to Grand Haven in 1911.  He lived from 1854 

to 1937 and his wife from 1857 to 1934. Both were 

buried at Lake Forest Cemetery. They had 11 children, 

Martin being the fifth. At the age of 19 Martin served in 

the Netherlandôs army as a member of the Queenôs and 

Dowager Queen Emma honor guard.  In Grand Haven he 

worked for the Story & Clark Piano Company for three 

years and then Bastian Blessing.  In 1920 Martin joined 

the Bakker [Baker] Lumber Company and learned the 

business from Derk Baker, who returned to the firm after 

his son Johnôs premature death that year.  Martin stayed 

with the company for more than fifty years, retiring in 

1976.  He was a member of the City Council from 1932 

to 1935 and again in 1938 and 1939.  He was elected 

Mayor of Grand Haven from 1948 to 1951.  Martin was 

a Republican and member of the Chamber of 

Commerce, Citizens Historical Association, and the First 

Reformed Church. 

In 1913 Martin married Kate, who was born about 1889 

in Ferrysburg, the daughter of Henry, a boilermaker, and 

Kate Dykema Yock. Jean [Jennie] Yock, Kate Boonôs 

sister, owned a millinery shop in Grand Haven.  The 

Boons had two children: Kathryn Jane, who was born in 

1916 and first married Raymond Boot and then Gerald 

D. Whiting.  The Boonsô other child was Harold Marvin, 

who was born on April 27, 1921 and died in Lansing on 

March 31, 1991 of throat cancer.  The Boons resided at 

717 Pennoyer in the 1920s and into the 1940s and later 

at 805 South De Spelder.  Kate Boon died August 2, 

1959.  Martinôs second wife, Gertrude, was born on 

March 17, 1896 and died on February 28, 1983.  Martin 

died of cardiac arrest on June 30, 1981 and was buried at 

Lake Forest Cemetery.  [Citizens Historical Association, 

September 20, 1941, Tribune articles, August, 1948, 

ñMayor Boon Was Guard of Dutch Queen,ò April 14, 

1952, and ñHappy Birthday Mart!ò December 15, 

1973.ò] 

Edwin Booth  [1889-1958] 

Edwin and Nora Boneburg Booth purchased Arbutus 

Banks Hotel from Clarice Davis in 1935.  At that time 

the land consisted of six and a half acres and had 386ô of 

lake frontage.  Also in 1935 the Booths sold a 100-foot 

parcel to William Alt for a building site on a street that 

became known as 17863 Oakwood Drive.  The Booths, 

natives of Cleveland, Ohio, operated the resort for nine 

years.  In 1944 the Booths ceased operation of Arbutus 

Banks Hotel, but they continued to use the property as 

their residence.  In 1954 the boathouse was destroyed in 

a storm.  Edwin was born in 1889 and died in New York 

on September 3, 1958.  Nora was born in Michigan on 

October 20, 1896 and passed away on January 18, 1964.  

Both were buried at Georgetown Township Cemetery. 

William  M. Booth II  [1920-2008] 

Bill Booth moved to Grand Haven in 1994 and became a 

self-employed professional engineers with several 

patents to his credit.  Among his community 

achievements was perfecting the technical details for the 

Musical Fountain.  He served on the Fountain 

Committee until 2007.  Bill was a member of St. Johnôs 

Episcopal Church, where he received the Bishopôs 

Service Cross.  He also was a member of the Muskegon 

Chapter of the Society of Professional Engineers, the 

Masons, the Saladin Temple, Sons of the American 

Revolution, American Legion, and the National Rifle 

Association., and the Optimist Club.  During WWII Bill 

served with the Armyôs 104
th
 Timberwolf Division and 

received two Purple Hearts, two oak clusters, two bronze 

stars, and other decorations and citations. 
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Bill was born in Terre Haute, Indiana on September 12, 

1920, the son of Morris Fenton and Elsa Ahlgren Booth.  

On March 18, 1944, he married Ruth Anna Friess in 

New York City.  Their children were Carol Ann, who 

married Larry Edinger of Paw Paw, and William III, also 

of Paw Paw.  William II passed away in Grand Haven on 

January 6, 2008.  [Tribune obituary, January 9, 2008.] 

Fred John Borchers  [1900-1994] 

Fred was born on September 2, 1900 to Henry and Edith 

Warber Borchers in Nunica.  His father, who was born in 

Hanover, Germany on October 18, 1835, died of 

pneumonia on May 12, 1908 and was buried in Nunica.  

Fred was a farmer and a trapper, and he was employed at 

Eagle Ottawa.  On February 23, 1923 in Grand Haven he 

married Jessie B. Chittenden, who was born on July 16, 

1907 and died on December 21, 1986.   Their children 

included Betty J., born about 1924; Helen, E., born about 

1925; Dorothy M. ,born about 1929;, and Fred L., born 

in March, 1933, all of Grand Haven.  Fred L. opened the 

Frame and Mat shop at 720 Washington.  Fred John and 

Jessie later resided at 100 Franklin Street.  Fred John 

died in August, 1994.  [Tribune obituary, August 16, 

1994.] 

George C. Borck [Bork]  [1879-1952] 

George Borck, who owned a 50-acre farm in Section 4 

of Grand Haven Township, was born in the Grand 

Haven area on December 1, 1879.  He was the adopted 

son of Charles F. and Amelia Borck of Grand Haven.  

Georgeôs wife, Hettie, lived from 1880 to February 17, 

1912.  On February 12, 1923 he applied for an invalidôs 

war pension and listed service in Company F of the 32
nd

 

Michigan Infantry, which was activated during the 

Spanish-American conflict.  The Borcks were members 

of the Second Reformed Church of Grand Haven.  

George died about April 18, 1952 and was buried at 

Lake Forest Cemetery with Hettie. 

Adrian Borgman  [1907-1993] 

Adrian Borgman founded the monument company 

bearing his name at 616 South Beechtree.  It was in 

operation from the mid-1950s into the late 1990s.  

Adrian married Lois Schmick.  They resided at 1522 

Sheldon Road.  Adrian was born August 6, 1907 and 

died in Grand Haven on July 22, 1993.  Lois, who was 

born on March 17, 1910,  passed away on November 6, a 

year after her husband. 

Richard Lee Borgman  [1942-2003] 

Richard L. Borgman owned and operated Forever Tan 

shops in Grand Haven and Spring Lake, and in 1983 

took ownership of Town & Country Laundry and Dry 

Cleaning at 947 Robbins Road.  He was born December 

14, 1942 in Grand Rapids, the son of Peter and Ruth 

Kuiper Borgman.  Richard married Claudia Dickson on 

April 28, 1967 in Grand Rapids.  They resided at 15108 

160
th
 in Grand Haven Township.  He died in Grand 

Haven on March 9, 2003.  [Tribune obituary, March 11, 

2003.] 

Abigail Weldon Harbeck Bos  [1883-1960] 

Abigail was born October 6, 1883 in Chicago, the 

daughter of Dr. William Weldon.  The Weldons spent 

summers at Spring Lake.  At the age of eight, following 

her parentsô deaths, Abigail and her sister Ruth were 

adopted by Herman and Mabel Harbeck.  Abigail 

graduated from Grand Haven High School in 1902 as 

Gail Weldon Harbeck.  She became an active member of 

St. Johnôs Episcopal Church.  She began her work at the 

Grand Haven Daily Tribune as a society reporter.  

During the mid-1920s she went into partnership with 

Jack H. Reichardt, purchasing the Guillard Hat Shop at 

218 Washington and expanding it to include womenôs 

apparel.  It was called ñThe Abigail,ò and after a year 

and a half she sold her interest.  In 1926 Abigail started 

working full  time as a reporter for the Tribune and also 

was a correspondent for other newspapers, including the 

Grand Rapids Press, Grand Rapids Herald, Detroit Free 

Press, Milwaukee Journal, Chicago Tribune, St. Louis 

Post-Dispatch, and St. Louis Globe-Democrat.  She 

promoted civic organizations, including Community 

Chest [United Way], Red Cross, Polio Foundation, 

Chamber of Commerce, Coast Guard Water Festival, 

and Lake Michigan Playhouse. 

On August 20, 1908 in Grand Haven Abigail married 

Martin [Mortimer] Bos, who was born on April 10, 1884 

and died June 20, 1951.  Martinôs parents were 

Cornelius and Maria Bos.  Martin and Abigail had two 

children, Ruth, who was born April 13, 1912, and Mary 

Fran.  Ruth married Milton Burr of Grand Haven and 

Mary Fran married Lawrence Jack of Vancouver, British 

Columbia.  In 1920 Abigail and Martin were residing at 

527 Slayton, and ten years later they were located at 518 

Franklin.  Abigail died October 13, 1960 in Grand 

Haven and was buried at Lake Forest Cemetery.  

[Tribune article, August 14, 1951, and Tribune obituary, 

October 13, 1960.] 

Carroll G. Bos  [1921-2000] 

Carroll, the son of Gilbert and Cecilia Zuidema Bos, was 

born in Grand Rapids on May 14, 1921.  He had two 

sisters, Betty and June, and one brother, Lawrence.  On 

September 1, 1941, Carroll married Jeanette A. Gazan in 

Grand Rapids.  She was the daughter of Marcus C. and 

Louise Gazan.  Carroll served with the U.S. Army Air 

Corps during WWII .  He and his wife moved to Spring 

Lake in 1948, where he and his father-in-law started the 

Tri-City Dairy.  The Dairy Company closed eight years 

later.  Carroll then became statewide representative for 

Rycenga Homes of Grand Haven, a position he held for 
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40 years.  In partnership with Ray Markle, Carroll 

started M & B Enterprises and developed Princeton 

Estates in Grand Rapids, the first housing development 

in Michigan having all utilities underground.  He also 

owned Home Sales and was a partner in BB & C 

Builders, both located in Spring Lake.  BB & C built the 

Spring Lake Post Office on Exchange Street, Dogwood 

Meadows, Baird Pointe Farms, Wildwood Springs, 

Veitôs Landing, and River Run, all in Ferrysburg and 

Spring Lake Township. 

Carroll was President of Spring Lake Businessmenôs 

Association in the 1960s and was elected to the Spring 

Lake Village Council in the same decade.  He was a 

member of the Tri-Cities Optimist Club, which he 

served as President in 1954 and as State Lieutenant 

Governor the next year.  He was President of the Haven 

Foundation, which founded Haven School, later known 

as the Ottawa Area Center, a school for mentally 

impaired adolescents and young adults.  As a member of 

the Spring Lake Christian Reformed Church, Carroll 

served as Deacon and Sunday School Superintendent.  

He and his wife also were members of the Spring Lake 

Country Club.  Their children were David C., and 

Janice, who married Douglas Zuidema.  Both children 

resided in Spring Lake.  Carroll died at his home on 

February 2, 2000.  Jeanette was born on November 18, 

1920 in Milwaukee and passed away on December 31, 

2009.  Both were buried at Spring Lake Cemetery. 

Cornelius J. Bos  [1841-1903] 

Born on February 3, 1841 [1840] in Jerome, The 

Netherlands, Cornelius was the son of John and Knelska 

Deint Hanns Bos, who spent their entire lives in their 

native country.  At the age of 24, the young Bos came to 

Ottawa County, where he began working in a sawmill on 

the Grand River.  Two years later, in 1867, he opened a 

meat market, which he sold after 20 years.  In 1885, 

having bought a tract of 22 acres near Fulton Street in 

Grand Haven, he began raising celery on 13 acres.  He 

washed and marketed from 700 to 1,000 stalks of celery 

per day and made large shipments to Chicago by boat.  

Cornelius advertised, ñOrders by telephone and 

telegraph, promptly attended to, and Mail Orders 

carefully filled.  Correspondence Solicited.ò Another of 

his celery beds was on Wallace Street [Beacon 

Boulevard]. He became very prosperous and made large 

investments in real estate and owned a number of 

residences and other town property.  Cornelius was a 

Republican in politics, and was elected Alderman of the 

Third Ward. 

On November 12, 1873, Cornelius married Maria, the 

daughter of Martinus and Maria De Bruyn Van Doorne. 

The young Maria was born in Grand Island, New York, 

on January 26, 1852 and lived in Grand Haven 

Township for about 15 years prior to her marriage.  The 

Bos family lived at the corner of Fulton and Fifth 

Streets.  They were members of the Second Christian 

Reformed Church of Grand Haven, which Cornelius 

helped organize. Cornelius and Maria had six children: 

Cornelia, who was born in October, 1874 and married 

William Ver Duin of Grand Haven; Mary, born in 

September, 1876; Jennie, born in May, 1878; Martha, 

born in July, 1880; Henrietta, born in May, 1882; Martin 

[Mortimer] [Martin], who was born in April, 1884 and 

married Abigail Weldon, the adopted daughter of 

Herman and Mary Harbeck; and Marie, who was born in 

November, 1893 and married William Poel of Grand 

Haven. Jennie married Gerrit Zaagman. Cornelius died 

in Grand Haven on July 24, 1903 and was buried at Lake 

Forest. His wife died April 1, 1945.  [Portrait and 

Biographical Record of Muskegon and Ottawa Counties 

Michigan, pp. 572-573, and Tribune obituary, July 25, 

1903.] 

Martin [Mortimer] Bos  [1884-1951] 

See Abigail Weldon Harbeck Bos. 

Harmon Bosch [Busch/Busche]  [1833-1912] 

Born in The Netherlands in 1833, Harmon Bosch came 

to America with the Van Raalte colony in 1847.  He 

worked in the lumber business with Henry Rysdorp and 

John Sprik in their mill at Port Sheldon.  In 1863 the mill 

moved to Grand Haven, with Harmon in partnership 

with Rysdorp and Sprik, as well as Johannes Vos.  In 

1867 Harmon was elected Alderman on Grand Havenôs 

first City Council.  Prior to his death he moved to Bass 

River and farmed and then retired in Zeeland.  Harmon 

married Martha Baker.   Their children were: Gezina 

ñSena,ò who lived from 1857 to 1933 and was the wife 

of Daniel J. Smith [1858-1930] of Zeeland; Etta, who 

was born about 1861 and married Dr. Thomas G. 

Huizenga of Zeeland; Anna, who was born about 1862, 

married a Mr Stewart, and moved to Springfield, 

Missouri; Johanna ñJo,ò who was born in October, 1864 

and married Charles J. Den Herder of Zeeland; Minnie, 

who was born about 1870 and married Jacob 

Veneklassen of Zeeland; John H., born about 1873; and 

Henrietta, who was born about September, 1879 and 

married Mr De Bruyn of Zeeland.  Harmon died in 

Zeeland in March, 1912.  Martha was born in 1837 and 

died January 15, 1913.  They were buried at Lake Forest 

Cemetery.  [Tribune obituaries, 1 April, 1912 and 

January 16, 1913.] 

Roelof  ñRalphò Bosch  [1855-1927] 

Roelof Bosch, who was born in 1855, owned a 40-acre 

farm in Section 8 of Spring Lake Township, where 

DeWitt School was located.  He arrived in the area in 

1893.  Bosch died in 1927.  His wife, Annijen, lived 

from 1861 to 1937.  Both Bosches were buried at Spring 
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Lake Cemetery.  Their daughter, Elsie, married 

Frederick Bramer of Spring Lake Township. 

August W. Boseker  [1877ï1919] 

August Boseker was born in Germany on April 12, 1877 

and came to Grand Haven in 1893.  At first he worked 

on local farms, drove a stagecoach, and worked for 

Captain Walker.  He also was a carpenter, and built 

many of the cottages in Highland Park.  In the early 

1900s August purchased for $100 the Highland Park 

Pavilion, where bathing suits and towels could be rented 

and snacks purchased from Captain Jack Walker, who 

had built the place.  In the early 1900s August was 

Superintendent of Highland Park. He owned a garage 

near the Lake Forest Cemetery, approximately where the 

Chapel was built in 1966, which could store as many as 

30 automobiles at a time.  Lake Avenue ended there at 

that time, and Highland Park residents walked from that 

point to their cottages. 

August married Henrietta Podein on October 8, 1901.  

Their home was at 1308 Lake Avenue, later the site of 

the Lee Memorial Chapel.  August also dealt in real 

estate, and toward the end of his life was Manager of the 

J. W. Oakes Real Estate office.  After Augustôs death in 

1919, Henrietta ran a real estate office for Highland 

Park, and she handled rentals of many of the cottages 

until she was 80.  Henrietta was born in a log cabin 

south of Grand Haven [Section 22] on December 24, 

1879.  Her parents were Charles and Hanna Podein.  She 

was a member of St. Paulôs United Church of Christ.  

She died on July 28, 1969.  The Bosekersô children, all 

born in Grand Haven, were Edna, who was born 

February 4, 1904, married Charles L. Plowman of Grand 

Haven, and passed away on February 5, 1993; Bertha, 

who was born on April 9, 1905 and married Jacob Fase 

of Grand Haven; and Clarence, who was born on 

September 28, 1911 and passed away in Albion, 

Michigan on November 18, 2000.  August died around 

January 24, 1919 at the age of 42 and was buried at Lake 

Forest Cemetery, where Henrietta also was buried.  

[Tribune obituary.] 

Roy Bosma  [1891-1974] 

In the 1940s partners Jordan and Roy Bosma owned and 

operated Midway Motors, a used car lot located at 1100 

Washington.  Roy lived from October 11, 1891 to 

August 8, 1974.  He lived at 15822 Cherry in Spring 

Lake, where his widow, Ernestine M., continued to 

reside after his death.  She lived from December 25, 

1901 to March 21, 1980. 

John William Bosman  [1881- ?] 

On February 17, 1909 Bill Bosman married Mabel 

Huntley in Holland, Michigan.  She was born in 

Michigan on March 23, 1883.  In 1913 Bill opened the 

first dry cleaning business in Grand Haven.  His shop 

was located at 15 Washington, where he and Mabel also 

resided.  He later relocated the business to 14 South 

Second.  Bill  was born in Hamilton, Michigan on May 

11, 1881.  Prior to moving to Grand Haven, the Bosmans 

resided in Holland, Michigan.  Mabel passed away in 

Arizona in February, 1976. 

Guy Leo Boswell  [1875- ?] 

Guy Boswell bought the Helen B., a Spring Lake 

passenger boat, and in the early 1900s used it for shuttle 

service between St. Joseph, Michigan and Spring Lake.  

Guy also owned the Hazel B.  He continued to operate 

his own boat into the 1930s.  Guy, who was born on 

April 25, 1875, resided in St. Joseph.  He married Maud 

D. Chisholm on August 7, 1895 in St. Joseph.  She was 

born in June the same year as Guy.  Both were natives of 

Michigan. 

George Botbyl I  [Botbel]  [1897-1953] 

George, the son of John and Floran Botbyl, was born in 

Grand Haven in August, 1897.  In 1924 he opened 

Botbyl Garage at 632 Washington [also known as 9 

South Seventh] and operated it until his death about July 

27, 1953.  His wife, Matilda Berg, was born on June 21, 

1896 and died in Grand Haven on January 13, 1974.  

She and George were buried at Lake Forest Cemetery.  

Among their children were Helen, George R II ., and 

Gerald.  George was married twice. 

Gerald Botbyl II  [1935-2001] 

The son of George and Matilda Berg Botbyl, Gerald was 

born in Grand Haven on October 15, 1935.  After his 

fatherôs death in 1953, Gerald ran the Botbyl Garage on 

the corner of Washington and Seventh Streets until it 

closed. Gerald died at the family home at 1320 Sheldon 

Road in Grand Haven on February 24, 2001.  [Tribune 

obituary, February 26, 2001.] 

Gerry J. Botbyl  [1913-1959] 

Gerry Botbyl and his partner Ralph J. Built II started 

Grand Office Supply in Spring Lake in 1945.  Gerry and 

his wife, Amelia, resided at 114 Maple Terrace in Spring 

Lake.  Gerry was born on August 24, 1913 and died 

about October 30, 1959.  He was buried at Lake Forest 

Cemetery. 

Jacob J. Botbyl  [1885-1919] and Henry John Botbyl  

[1883- ?] 

In the early 1900s Jacob and Henry Botbyl operated the 

Botbyl Grocery at 534 Jackson.  Jacob and his wife, 

Ethel Rosema, lived at 421 North Sixth Street.  Jacob, 

the son of John and Flora Botbyl of Grand Haven, lived 

from January 6, 1885 to 1919.  Among their children 

was Jay Botbyl, who was born August 2, 1909, married 
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Mildred Schouwenaar, and died in Grand Rapids on 

June 4, 1971. 

Henry J. Botbyl  [1883-1918 

Born in Grand Haven on September 3, 1883 [1882], 

Henry was the son of John and Flora Botbyl.  In the 

early 1900s Henry and his brother Jacob operated the 

Botbyl Grocery at 534 Jackson.  On November 30, 1905, 

Henry married, Grace Alvina Huizenga in Grand Haven.  

They resided at 520 Monroe.  Grace lived from 1886 to 

1913 and was buried at Lake Forest Cemetery.  Their 

daughter, also named Grace Alvina, who lived from 

1908 to 1933, was buried at Lake Forest Cemetery.  

Henry and his second wife, Anna, resided at 415 North 

Sixth Street.  Henry passed away around November 5, 

1918 and was buried with Grace at Lake Forest 

Cemetery. 

John Botbyl  [1859-1937] 

A native of The Netherlands, where he was born in July, 

1859, John Botbyl immigrated to the United States in 

1872.  His wife, Flora, also a native of Netherlands, 

came over in 1880.  She was born in December, 1863 

and passed away in 1912.  Their children, all born 

locally, included Henry, born on September 3, 1883 

[1882]; Jacob, born on January 6, 1885; Mary, born in 

September, 1890; Renie, born in November, 1892; and 

George, born in August, 1897.  Renie married M. 

Winifred Ambler in Grand Haven on December 31, 

1913.  Winifred was born in Belleville, Ohio on 

November 22, 1891 and passed away in Grand Haven on 

November 21, 1963.  John and Flora were buried at Lake 

Forest Cemetery.  [Tribune  obituary, November 22, 

1963.] 

Gerrit Bottema  [1902-1984] 

Born in December, 1899 [May 31, 1902 [December, 

1899] in Spring Lake Township, Gerrit was the son of 

John and Johanna Bramer Bottema. He was a contractor 

and builder for many years, Township Supervisor for 36 

years, Chairman of the Spring Lake Township Board, 

Chairman of the Ottawa County Board of Supervisors, 

and member of Christ Community Church.  He owned 

about 12 acres in Section 23 of Spring Lake Township 

constructed and maintained a group of cottages at Indian 

Village, near Stickney Ridge south of Grand Haven.  On 

December 18, 1924 he married Johanna Balgooyen in 

Spring Lake.  Their children included Marvin J., 

Thelma, Gerald L., and June Bottema, all of Spring 

Lake.  Gerrit died March 24, 1984 at his home at 327 

South Lake in Spring Lake.  Johanna, the daughter of 

John and Gertrude Walcott Balgooyen, was born in 

Spring Lake on June 21, 1903 and died there on April 

20, 1986.  She and Gerritt were burie at Spring Lake 

Cemetery.  [Tribune obituary, March 24, 1984.]  [Note:  

The 1900 census listed Gerritôs birthdate as December, 

1899, but the Social Security Death List and cemetery 

records cited May 31, 1902.] 

John Bottema [Buttuma]  [1872-1942] 

John, a farmer, was the son of Gerhard Wister and 

Hermke ñHattieò  Debruin Bottema.  John was born in 

Michigan on January 26, 1872 and died on February 22, 

1942.  He married Johanna Bramer in Spring Lake on 

February 23, 1898.  The daughter of Berend Jan and 

Fanny Swiftney Bramer, Johanna lived from March, 

1875 [1876] to 1903.  Their son, Gerrit Bottema, was 

born in May 31, 1902 and married Johanna Balgooyen.  

John and Johanna were buried at Spring Lake Cemetery. 

Anthony [Antoine/Antonie] Bottje I  [1825-1907] 

Born in Groningen, Netherlands, on November 14, 1825, 

Anthony Bottje in 1853 came to America on board the 

South Carolina, went to Chicago, and set sail on the 

schooner Pioneer, bound for Grand Haven.  Gerrit 

Gringhuis I sailed with him.  Anthony opened a dry 

goods and grocery store at 106 Washington, in a 

building previously occupied by the Ester Price Clothing 

Company.  Anthonyôs store sold flour, buttons, boots, 

thread, and whiskey at $1.25 a gallonðas long as the 

customer provided his own container.  Anthony was a 

member of the First Reformed Church. 

On December 6, 1851 Anthony married Henrietta 

[Anna] Gringhuis, who was born December 19, 1827 

and died April 18, 1894.  Gerrit Gringhuis was her 

brother.  Their children were Antoine II, who died 

October 15, 1952 in Kenosha, Wisconsin; Gerrit A., who 

was born in 1854 and died June 5, 1942; Derek [Dick], 

who was born in 1856 and died on February 5, 1910; 

Henrietta [Henrikje], who was born about 1858 and in 

1882 married John [Jan] Roossien of Grand Haven; 

Harmon, born in 1859; John, born in September, 1861; 

Peter, who lived from September 13, 1863 to July 16, 

1930; Sena, who was born in June, 1866 and died in 

July, 1933; Anna, Senaôs twin, who was Assistant 

Register of Deeds and died on April 25, 1945; and 

Jennie, who lived from July 16, 1869 to January 25, 

1940. Peter was ñcrippledò since childhood and after his 

parentsô death was closely confined to the family home 

at 115 South Fifth Street, which he shared with three 

sisters and his nephew, Frank, who was County Register 

of Deeds.  Anthony died in Grand Haven on October 17, 

1907 and was buried at Lake Forest Cemetery.  [Tribune 

obituaries, October 17, 1907 and July 17, 1930.] 

Bernard Bottje  [1885-1910] 

Bernard was born in Grand Haven, January 22, 1885, the 

son of Richard and Alice Sterenberg Bottje.  He was 

Register of Probate in the office of Judge Kirby.  

Bernard died at his home on May 8, 1910 and was 
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buried at Lake Forest Cemetery.  [Tribune obituary, May 

9, 1910.] 

Derk [Dick] Bottje  [1856-1910] 

Born in Grand Haven on December 7, 1856 Derk was 

the son of Anthony [Antoine] Bottje.  He was a member 

of the Yates Light Infantry, Grand Havenôs first military 

organization.  In the spring of 1880 Derk started a meat 

business in Grand Haven with Ed Hollestelle and dealt 

with nearly every retail meat dealer in the city.  He also 

was listed as ñDealer in Fat Stockò in the 1893 

Compendium.  Derk served Grand Haven as Marshal 

and was also a candidate for Sheriff.  Bottje was a 

member of Highland Tent, and K.O.T.M .[Maccabees] 

of Grand Haven.  He married Alice Sterenberg on 

September 19, 1882. Alice was born in The Netherlands 

about 1861.  Their children, all born in Michigan, 

included Henrietta, born on July 14, 1881; Bernard, who 

born on June 23, 1885, died on May 8, 1910, and was 

buried at Lake Forest Cemetery; Anthony [Antonie], 

born June 24, 1887; Henry, who lived from August 1, 

1889 to 1928 and was buried at Lake Forest Cemetery; 

Alice, born about 1892; Jeannette, born about 1896; 

Richard, who was born April 21, 1899; and Mary.  A son 

Benjamin died May 8, 1910 of consumption.  In the 

early 1900s the family resided at 618 Sheldon Road.  

Derk died February 4, 1910 in Grand Haven and was 

buried at Lake Forest Cemetery.  Alice and some of her 

children continued to live at 618 Sheldon after Derkôs 

death.  [Tribune obituary, February 6, 1910.] 

Edward A. Bottje  [1882-1964] 

Edward Bottje was born in Grand Haven on April 25, 

1882 and died about July 6, 1964 in Milwaukee, 

Wisconsin.  The son of Gerrit and Elizabeth Van Toll 

Bottje.  Edward worked at his fatherôs hardware store 

when he was young, but later moved to Milwaukee, 

where he was Branch Manager of the G. J. Johnson 

Cigar Company.  Edward and his wife, Frances W., were 

divorced by 1930, still residents of Milwaukee, where at 

that time he was salesman for an electric sign 

manufacturing company.  Frances, who was born in 

Iowa on December 10, 1879, in 1930 was Practitioner 

Reader for the Christian Science Church and she rented 

rooms.  Frances died in Los Angeles, California on April 

22, 1965.  Edward was buried at Lake Forest Cemetery. 

Gerrit A. Bottje [Bottji]  [1853-1942] 

Gerrit was born October 1, 1853 in Grand Haven.  He 

was the son of Anthony [Antoine] Bottje, who was a 

native of Groningen, The Netherlands and came to 

Grand Haven in 1853. Gerritôs siblings included a sister, 

Mrs John [Jan] Roossien; Derk; Harmon; John; Peter; 

Anna; Sena; Jennie; and Antoine. In 1867, at the age of 

13, Gerrit entered the dry goods trade working for his 

father.  Not long after, with John Dykstra as his partner, 

he opened a hardware store at 108 Washington, which 

later was moved to a building he and John Juistema 

constructed in 1889 [1887] at 205 Washington.  It 

became one of the largest hardware stores in Grand 

Haven until Gerrit retired in 1918 and sold the business 

to Claude Beukema.  Gerrit was one of the original 

incorporators of the Highland Park Association in 1886. 

Gerrit and his wife, Elizabeth Van Toll, lived at 420 

Clinton. Elizabeth, who was born in Michigan in 

October, 1856 [1855], was the daughter of Adriannus 

and Johanna Bentley Van Toll.  She helped organize the 

Ladies Aid Society of the Christian Reformed Church.  

Elizabeth died about February 4, 1949.  Among their 

children were Henrietta, who was born on June 17, 

1879; Edward, who was born on April 25, 1882; A. 

Harry, who was born April 16, 1887 and worked at the 

hardware store; George, who was born August 10, 1889 

and died in Colorado in June, 1974; Clifford, who was 

born on July 12, 1893, worked at the hardware store in 

his early years, and died in Grand Rapids on November 

18, 1982; and Hazel, who was born on July 1, 1895 and 

married Victor L. Colson.  The Colsons lived at 416 

Clinton, next door to the Bottje residence.  Will Gay 

Bottje, once a Grand Haven Township resident, was 

Gerritôs grandson.  Gerrit died about June 5, 1942 and 

was buried at Lake Forest Cemetery.  Elizabeth passed 

away around February 7, 1949 and was buried with her 

husband.  [Tribune obituaries, April 19, 1894 and May 

9, 1910.] 

Harmon [Harm en/Harman] Bottje  [@1859ï1951] 

Harmon, the son of Anthony and Henrietta Bottje, was 

born about 1859 in Michigan.  On July 1, 1884 in Grand 

Haven, he married Jennie [Jannie] Elizabeth Starling, 

who was born in Chicago in 1865 and died on August 3, 

1922 in Grand Haven.  Their children included at least 

two sons and one daughter:  Harmon II, who was born in 

Grand Haven on December 25, 1884; William, who was 

born in Grand Haven on September 10, 1887 and died 

about July 21, 1966; and Betty who died about October 

13, 1916.  The Bottjes lived on a 50-acre farm in Section 

10 of Grand Haven Township on Lakeshore Drive, just 

south of Grand Haven.  Harmon, who died about April 

2, 1951, was buried at Lake Forest Cemetery with his 

wife.  [Tribune obituary, August 4, 1922.] 

Jeanette Bottje  [1895-1983] 

Jeanette, the daughter of Richard and Alice Sterenberg 

Bottje, taught history at Grand Haven High School from 

1924 to 1955.   She lived from October 25, 1895 to 

January 20, 1983.  Jeanette resided in the family home at 

618 Sheldon with her sister Mary, who also retired from 

a career in education.  Jeanette was buried at Lake Forest 

Cemetery. 

John Bottje  [1861ï1935] 
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John, the son of Anthony and Henrietta Gringhuis 

Bottje, was born on September 25, 1861 and became a 

carpenter.  He and his wife, Alida Kerkhof, had two 

children, a boy and a daughter: Frank,who was  born on 

March 31, 1894 and died in Grand Haven on June 12, 

1974, and Ruth Angell, who died of bronchitis on 

October 20, 1913. [Ruth Angell Bottje was not 

enumerated in the 1900 or 1910 censuses.]  Alida, who 

was born on May 4, 1871, died on July 5, 1895 of 

ñinflammation of the bowelsò a few days after Ruthôs 

birth.  After his wifeôs death John resided with his sister 

and other siblings at the family home at 115 South Fifth.  

John died August 22, 1935 and was buried with his wife 

at Lake Forest Cemetery. 

Mary Bottje  [1897-1985] 

Born in Grand Haven on April 25, 1897, Mary was the 

daughter of Richard and Alice Sterenberg Bottje.  Mary 

received her Master of Arts degree from the University 

of Michigan in 1934.  She taught freshmen physical 

education classes for years.  She joined the faculty of 

Western Michigan College [WMU] in 1926 after 

teaching from 1921 to 1924 at South Haven and a year at 

Wyandotte. She wrote two books, ñGames for 

Elementary and Rural Schools,ò and ñSongs for 

Children.ò  She retired in June, 1956 and was named 

Associate Professor Emeritus of Physical Education at 

Western.  She was a member of Pi Lambda Theta 

honorary sorority, served on the Assembly Committee at 

Western, sponsored the Womenôs League and was 

sponsor for the Womenôs Physical Education 

Association.  She spent summers at Camp Bryn Afon at 

Rhinelander, Wisconsin, supervising summer pageants 

and regattas and editing and writing the camp papers.  

She lived in the family home at 618 Sheldon with her 

sister Jeanette, who also taught at Grand Haven High 

School.  Mary died of ñcongestive heart failureò on April 

13, 1985 and was buried at Lake Forest Cemetery.  

[Tribune article, ñWestern Michigan U. Honors Mary 

Bottje,ò May 24, 1957.] 

Sena Bottje  [1866ï1933] 

Born in Grand Haven in 1866, the daughter of Anthony 

[Antoine] Bottje, Sena as a young girl clerked in her 

fatherôs store, Bottje & Sons, located at 106 Washington.  

She was a member of the First Reformed Church.  For 

the last 15 years of her life she suffered paralysis and 

lost her ability to talk because of a stroke.  She died in 

July, 1933 and was buried at Lake Forest Cemetery.  

[Tribune obituary, July 31, 1933.] 

Arthur P. Bourns  [1870-1966] 

Arthur Bourns, Pastor of the Spring Lake Presbyterian 

Church from 1905 to 1910, was born in Illinois in 

October, 1870.  He married Bessie Marion Beach in 

Austin, Illinois on June 22, 1897.  Bessie was born in 

Wisconsin around 1871.  They had two daughters and 

three sons, who were born between 1898 and 1908.  By 

1920 they were residing in Union, Indiana.  Bessie 

passed away in 1944.  Arthur died in Cleveland, Ohio on 

July 17, 1966. 

Jacob Bouwman  [1869-1897] 

Jacob Bouwman, who was born in 1869, died in Grand 

Haven on April 22, 1897.  In the early 1900s his widow, 

Maggie, and their son Claud resided at 606 Elliott Street. 

By 1910 she was married to Thomas Ruiter, also of 

Grand Haven. Maggie, the daughter of William and Anje 

Helder, was born in November, 1869 and became a 

nurse.  Claud, who was born in August, 1893, worked at 

American Brass Novelty Company.  Jacob was buried at 

Lake Forest Cemetery.  Jacob and Maggie also had a 

daughter, Anna, who was born in August, 1894. 

Carl Taylor Bowen  [1890-1957] 

About 1918 Carl Bowen, a graduate from the University 

of Iowa, was hired as engineer-manager of the Ottawa 

County Road Commission, less than ten years after its 

formation.  His salary, $5,200 the first year, was 

increased only $300 during the next 20 years.  Bowen 

first had worked as City Engineer for Holland and then 

took a position with the State Highway Department in 

Lansing before moving to Spring Lake.  Carl retired in 

1953.  A bridge over Pettyôs Bayou in Spring Lake 

Township, completed in 1947, was named in honor of 

Carlôs decades of service and in 2000 was designated an 

Historic Place in the National Register.  Carl owned a 

39-acre parcel east of Fruitport Road in Section 11 of 

Spring Lake Township.  He and his family had a home 

on a smaller lot west of Fruitport Road, bordering on 

Spring Lake.  On December 29, 1915 he married Edna 

Lucille Imhoff, who was born in Iowa on May 3, 1892 

and passed away on November 14, 1987.  After his 

death, Edna purchased a house at 110 North Buchanan in 

Spring Lake.  The Bowens had three sons, all born 

locally and all of whom became engineers: Howard, 

born about 1917; Paul, born about 1919; and Robert, 

born about 1924.  Carl, who was born in Chariton, Iowa 

on June 30, 1890, died in San Diego, California, on 

February 24, 1957 and was buried at Spring Lake 

Cemetery, where Edna also was buried.  He was a 

member of the Grand Haven Rotary Club, the Grand 

Haven Stag Club, Masons, Elks, and Spring Lake 

Presbyterian Church.  Willard Bowen of Spring Lake 

was Carlôs brother. 

Willard Lincoln Bowen  [1905-1952] 

An optometrist, Willard Bowen kept an office at 304½ 

Washington Street in Grand Haven, above the Addison-

Pellegrom-Colson furniture store.  Willard was born in 

Chariton, Iowa on June 9, 1905 and died on February 18, 

1952.  He married Helen Mae Smith on March 5, 1934.  
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They had at least one child, Roger, who was born about 

1936.  Carl Bowen of Spring Lake was Willardôs 

brother. 

Sherman H. Boyce  [1832-1904] 

Sherman was born in Duchess County, New York on 

February 19, 1832, where his father, John M. Boyce, 

was born in 1780.  His father, a farmer, was of English 

origin.  His mother, Hannah Schofield, was a native of 

Connecticut and daughter of Jacob Schofield.  Sherman 

was the third of seven children.  The only one besides 

Sherman still living in 1893 was Harvey, who resided in 

Chenango, New York.  Sherman came to Michigan with 

his sister, Mrs Divine, when he was 11 years old.  He 

made his home with her in Montcalm County until he 

was 20.  In 1852 he moved to Grand Rapids and helped 

clear the land where Greenville now stands and resided 

there until the fall of 1866, when he came to Grand 

Haven.  He became connected with the lumber industry 

when he joined Carlton L. Storrs, and in 1871 he was 

named Director of the First National Bank of Grand 

Haven. 

In 1872 Sherman became associated with Dr. Stephen 

Munroe in the firm of Munroe, Boyce & Company in 

Spring Lake.  He was a director and stockholder in the 

Grand Haven Furniture Company and the Globe Match 

Company.  He was a member of the Democratic Party. 

In 1896 and 1897 he was Alderman on the Grand Haven 

City Council. Socially, Sherman was a member of Grand 

Rapids Lodge No. 34, Free and Accepted Masons, and 

reached the degree of Knight Templar.  He was one of 

the organizers of the Grand Haven Street Railway 

Company in 1895. 

Sherman married Mary P. Holbrook in Grand Haven on 

April 10, 1881.  The daughter of James and Althea 

Holbrook, she was born in Muskegon on October 16, 

1858 and died about February 12, 1941. The Boyces 

lived at 326 Franklin Street, next door to the George 

McBride home at 332.  Sherman died about October 22, 

1904 in Grand Haven.  After his death Mary lived at 

1035 Washington Street.  He and his wife were buried at 

Lake Forest Cemetery.  [Portrait and Biographical 

Record of Muskegon and Ottawa County Michigan and 

Tribune obituaries, August 6, 1936 and February 12, 

1941.] 

Walter J. Boyd  [1895- ?] 

A mechanic by trade, Walter Boyd by 1932 had opened 

Boydôs Garage at 201 Columbus Street.  He was born in 

Fremont, Michigan on November 8, 1895.  Prior to 

opening his own garage, Walter worked as a mechanic at 

Kooiman Auto Company at 217 South Seventh.  He 

resided at 534 Fulton. 

Charles Boyden I  [@1842-1897] 

Born in Onondaga County, New York around 1842, 

Charles Boyden began selling Souleôs Pills in the rural 

areas of that state.  The pills were manufactured by an 

uncle of Judge Benjamin Soule of Grand Haven.  On 

August 12, 1862, Charles enlisted in the 3
rd
 New York 

Cavalry, but no further records were located.  He came 

to Grand Haven about 1868 and purchased the Hunting 

Mill property, which subsequently burned down. In 

1871, with Healy C. Akeley as his partner, he started the 

Boyden & Akeley Shingle and Sawmill on the south side 

of the Grand River channel between Second and Third 

Streets. It burnt later that year. They rebuilt the mill and 

it became the worldôs largest shingle mill and produced 

the best known and most popular shingle known at that 

time.  However, this plant, too, burned down in June, 

1882. In 1872 Charles constructed for the Thomas 

Stewart White family the house on the southwest corner 

of Lafayette and Fifth Streets in Grand Haven [301 

South Fifth].  In 1881 [1880] the Grand Haven Lumber 

Company was organized with Charles as President.  He 

bought out all the shareholders and until 1890, when it 

closed, he was sole owner.  It included three sawmills, 

one shingle mill, extensive tracts of pinelands, a logging 

railroad and lumberyards.  He became President and 

Treasurer of the Boyden & Wyman Lumber company at 

Neelyville, Missouri on Iron Mountain Road, and was 

heavily involved in the Keystone Land & Cattle 

company in the Dakotas, which owned over 20,000 acres 

of hardwood timberlands.  He served from 1882 to 1883 

on the Grand Haven City Council. 

On August 22, 1876 Charles married Jerusha ñInkieò 

Mitchell, who was a teacher and cousin to Senator 

Mitchell of Pennsylvania.  She was born in New York 

[Pennsylvania] in January, 1850.  The Boydens had two 

sons, John, who was born in Michigan in September, 

1881 and was scheduled to take over his fatherôs 

business, and Charles II, who was born in 1883. Charles 

I and his wife also had a daughter, Maud, who married 

Robert Graham Macfie of Grand Haven.  Maud was 

born in Pennsylvania on August 19, 1868.  Charles I was 

injured at his mill in Neelyville, Missouri, on Saturday, 

February 20, 1897 and died two days later. A private 

train returned him to Grand Haven.  The impressive 

Boyden mausoleum in Lake Forest Cemetery has a cap 

piece of granite, which probably had to be lifted into 

position by real horse power. [Charles was not interred 

in the mausoleum until August 26, 1901.]  Jerusha 

continued to live in the family home at 301 South Fifth 

until her death about August 13, 1913. [Tribune article, 

ñCommon Council,ò March 30, 1897, and Tribune 

obituaries, February 23, 1897 and August 13, 1913.] 

Charles Boyden II  [1883-1960] 

Charles, the son of Charles and Jerusha Mitchell 

Boyden, was born in Grand Haven on July 16, 1883.  He 
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attended Poughkeepsie Military Academy in New York. 

Around 1900 Charles bought Dwight Laneôs Bookstore 

at 129 Washington.  Charles constructed a new building 

at 222 Washington and moved his book business there.  

Before 1910 he sold the business to Jack Reichardt.  On 

January 21, 1908 in Kalamazoo Charles married Kate, 

daughter of John and Lizzie Wiles of Grand Haven.  

Kate, who was born in March, 1886, died in August, 

1913.  Charles and Kate resided at the family home at 

301 South Fifth Street, until they moved to Indianapolis 

between 1908 and 1910.  Charles and Kate had a son, 

Charles Boyden III, who was born in Indianapolis 

around 1909.  By 1920 Charles II was a mechanical 

engineer working and residing in Pasadena, California 

with his second wife, Lestella, and Charles III.  Ten 

years later he was divorced and living in Los Angeles.  

He died in Los Angeles on July 17, 1960. 

Jacob Boyer [Bayer]  [? - ?] 

Jacob Boyer [Bayer] was included as a boatman in Rix 

Robinsonôs 1829 ñDescriptive List of Aliens.ò  Rix, a fur 

trader in West Michigan, completed the form, as 

required by law, listing some men who were born in 

Canada and others who were Half Breed or, in Jacobôs 

case, Mulatto.  Nineteen years later, on August 25, 1848, 

Jacob again appeared in Rixôs accounts:  ñJacob Boyer 

commenced work for one year at $100.ò  In the summer 

of 1849 several ledger entries showed Jacob owed Rix 

$50 for miscellaneous supplies, which was paid off, 

according to a later entry, ñBy Labor Miserably 

endured.ò  Apparently it was Jacob who endured, but in 

any case Rix was happy enough with the Mulattoôs 

labors to keep him employed for more than two decades, 

longer than anyone else of record who worked for Rix.  

No other information about Jacob was found. 

James G. Boyes [Boyce]  [1837- ?] 

Born in New York City on June 5, 1837, James Boyes 

learned the blacksmithing trade.  On December 4, 1863 

he enlisted as Private in the New York 7
th
 Heavy 

Artillery, but there were no further records of his 

service.  By 1870 he had settled in Sections 27 and 33 of 

Olive Township [later Port Sheldon Township].  James 

owned 165 acres and engaged in farming and fruit 

growing.  He was married first to Josephine L. Jocelyn 

on August 2, 1863.  Born in New York around 1843, 

Josephine died May 12, 1877.  Their daughter Ann was 

born in Olive Township about 1871.  After Josephineôs 

death, James married Laura A. Calkins [Calkin/Colkins] 

in Allegan County on November 20, 1877.  Laura was 

born in Pennsylvania on January 13, 1849. 

Bernard Boyink II  [1913-1976] 

Born in Muskegon on May 19, 1913, Bernard Boyink 

moved with his family to Grand Haven when he was just 

six months old. His parents were Bernard ñRedò and 

Gertrude Stang Boyink. Bernard was the first Grand 

Haven Community Center Director, a position he held 

for the ten years prior to his death.  Bernard also was 

official scorekeeper for 23 years for all basketball games 

at Grand Haven High School, and he was the ñdown 

markerò at home football games for over 20 years. 

Bernard was the area representative for West Michigan 

Sound Company.  He was a veteran member of the 

Buccaneer Banquet Committee.  On October 16, 1936 he 

married Charlotte Moll.  They a son, Rick, and another 

son, Brent, who was born March 14, 1940 and died 

March 26, 1993.  The family lived at 511 South Griffin.  

Bernard died on July 4, 1976 and was buried at Lake 

Forest Cemetery.  [Tribune article, Community says 

ñThanks to Bernie,ò March 18, 1976.] 

Henry Gerrit Boyink  [1868-1941] 

Born in Grand Haven in May, 1868, Henry was the son 

of John Albert and Sena Boyink.  Henry started as a 

blacksmith in Spring Lake, but in 1897 moved to Grand 

Haven,where he opened a blacksmith shop at the corner 

of Seventh and Fulton Streets.  Around 1922 Henry 

joined Jack Biehl as co-owners of Square Drug Store at 

635 Fulton.  Henry married Henrietta Boss in Grand 

Haven on August 20, 1891.  They lived above the 

drugstore from the early 1900s into the late 1920s.  

Henrietta was born in The Netherlands in December, 

1872.  A daughter, Sena J., was born in February, 1892.  

Henry died about August 6, 1941 and was buried at Lake 

Forest Cemetery. 

John Albert Boyink [Bojenk]  I  [1825-1899] 

Born in Gelderland, Netherlands on February 16, 1825, 

John Boyink came to America about 1856.  He was 

classified as a laborer in the 1870 census.  John was a 

member of the First Reformed Church in Grand Haven.  

He married Sena Johanna Terbeek.  They had three sons: 

Barnard [Barney], who was born in The Netherlands in 

1854 and died about September 3, 1915; Henry [Gerrit], 

born in Michigan around 1868 and John II, born in 

Grand Haven on July 24, 1865.  They also had a 

daughter, Jennie, born about 1875 in Grand Haven.  

Jennie married Orrie Vander Meidne of Grand Haven.  

John I died September 10, 1899 at his home in Grand 

Haven. Sena was born July 25, 1826 in The Netherlands 

and died October 5, 1905.  Both Boyinks and Barney 

were buried at Lake Forest Cemetery. [Tribune obituary, 

September 11, 1899.] 

John Albert Boyink II  [1865-1910] 

Born in Grand Haven on July 24, 1865 the son of John 

Albert and Sena Johanna Boyink, John II in the early 

1900s owned a bottling company located at 13 South 

First Street in Grand Haven.  He also ran the Health 

Office Saloon at 24 Washington.  In 1893 he married 

Margaret ñMaggieò Golden, who was born March 15, 
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1873 and died December 8, 1927. They had at least five 

children: Howard, born in July, 1897; William Patrick 

Henry Joseph, who was born on April 11, 1899 and died 

about February 12, 1972; Albert, who was born October 

15, 1905 and died in Grand Haven on December 21, 

1993; Margaret, who was born about 1908; and Sena.  

The family lived at 24 Washington.  In the early 1900s 

the Boyinks resided at 516 Madison., but when John 

died on April 11, 1910 he was living on Washington 

Street.  John II was buried at Lake Forest Cemetery with 

his wife.  [Tribune obituary, April 12, 1910.] 

Paul John Boyink  [1914-1996] 

A graduate of Hope College and the University of 

Michigan, Paul Boyink was born in Grand Haven on 

September 14, 1914.  His parents were Gerrit J. and 

Ethel Boyink of Grand Haven.  Paul was high school 

principal and coach at Whitehall for four years, taught 

high school science at Fremont, and taught science and 

coached at Spring Lake high school for three years 

before being appointed Principal of the Junior High 

School.  On December 20, 1940 he married Dorothy, 

daughter of Henry and Nana Casemier.  She was born in 

Grand Haven about 1919.  The Boyinks had four 

children:  Judy, who married Mike Ferrell of Pittsburgh; 

Barbara, who married Jim Boelkins of Beaver Falls, 

Pennsylvania; Doug, who became a physician in 

Augusta, Maine; and Nanette, who married David Beall 

of North Leeds, Maine.  The Boyink family resided at 

159611 Lake Avenue in Grand Haven Township, and 

attended the First Reformed Church in Spring Lake and 

later Christ Community Church.  Paul was a member of 

the Spring Lake Business and Professional Association, 

Michigan Education Association, Michigan Secondary 

School Principalsô Association, National Secondary 

School Principalsô Association, Tri-Cities Officialsô 

Organization, and Grand Haven Area Community 

Foundation.  He retired in 1976 as Assistant 

Superintendent of Ottawa Area Intermediate Schools.  

Paul died in Grand Haven on September 10, 1996.  

[Tribune articles, ñNew Junior High Fulfills Dreams,ò 

November 27, 1959, Area Foundation Member 

Appointed,ò February 13, 1974, and ñBoyinks to 

Celebrate 50
th
,ò December 19, 1990.] 

Richard Boyink  [1881-1938] 

Richard Boyink was born in Grand Haven on April 17, 

1881 and became a carpenter and cabinet maker.  He 

married Agnes Bolthouse in 1900.  They resided at 1125 

Fulton Street.  Agnes, who was born in January, 1880, 

died in 1937 and was buried at Lake Forest Cemetery. 

Dick died December 30, 1938 and was buried with his 

wife. 

Charles Augustus Boyle  [1907-1959] 

Charles Boyle was born in Spring Lake on August 13, 

1907.  He moved to Illinois, where he was elected 

Representative to Congress in 1955.  On November 4, 

four years later, he was killed in an automobile accident 

in Chicago.  Charles was buried at All Saints Cemetery 

in Des Plaines, Illinois. 

Ruel William  [William Ruel] Boynton  [1855-1927] 

Ruel W. Boynton was a member of the first class to 

graduate from Grand Haven High School in 1876.  He 

evidently used both names, Ruel W. and William Ruel.  

Born in New York State [Maine] in March, 1855, Ruel 

was the son of William and Mary Pratt Boynton, who 

moved from New York to Grand Haven.  About 1890 

Ruel married Iva Rose Reed, who was born in 

September, 1873 in Coopersville.  Her parents were 

Theophilus M. and Rose Adna Roath Reed of 

Coopersville.  Ruel was Inspector at the Challenge 

Refrigerator Company.  He and Iva resided at 521 

Franklin Street in Grand Haven.  Iva died in 1916 and 

Ruel in 1927.  They had three children:  Jay; Roselyn 

ñRose,ò who was born in March, 1891; and Mabel, who 

was born in April, 1893 and died in Grand Haven on 

July 2, 1932.  Ruel, Iva, and Mabel were buried at Lake 

Forest Cemetery with Mary Boynton. 

Ruel William Boynton I  [1821ï1927] 

A native of Liberty, Maine, where he was born in 

December, 1821, William Boynton came to Michigan in 

1844 and arrived in Grand Haven in 1868 to open a law 

office.  He died about December 1, 1927 and was buried 

at Lake Forest Cemetery.  In 1846 he married Mary 

Pratt, who was born in Niagara County, New York.  She 

lived from May 24, 1823 to June 29, 1895 and also was 

buried at Lake Forest Cemetery.  Their children included 

Henry, who was born in 1847; Milo, who was born in 

June, 1850 and died in Muskegon on September 1, 1918; 

Esther, who was born in 1853 in Allegheney County, 

New York; Ruel II, who was born in Allegheney 

County, New York, in 1855; and Mabel, who was born 

in December, 1858 and married Herman Harbeck of 

Grand Haven.  Milo, an attorney, married Emma, the 

daughter of Maria Brigham. 

Albert P. Braak  [1909-1985] 

Born in Spring Lake on March 4, 1909, Albert was the 

son of Jacob and Jennie Braak.  He was the owner and 

operator of Braakôs Bakeries since the 1940s.  He was a 

member of the Second Reformed Church and, before 

that, the Spring Lake Presbyterian Church.  He was a 

member of Gideons, Western Michigan Bakers 

Association, Tri-Cities Ministries Forum, and the Spring 

Lake Business and Professional Association.  Braak 

served on the North Ottawa Council on Aging, delivered 

Meals on Wheels, volunteered for the Red Cross Blood 
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Bank, was involved in Boy Scouting, and belonged to 

the Chamber of Commerce and Y.M.C.A. 

On June 17, 1931 Albert married Kathryn Ruiter, who 

was born December 27, 1910 and died in Florida on 

January 31, 1976.  Their children were Joyce, who 

married Roy Overway; Ronald, whose wifeôs name was 

Dorah; and Jack, who, with his wife, Judy, moved to 

Doylestown, Pennsylvania.  On July 17, 1982 Albert 

married Katherine De Young.  He died December 22, 

1985 and was buried at Spring Lake Cemetery.  [Tribune 

obituary, December 23, 1985.] 

Arnold Braak  [1906-1970] and Louise Ellingen 

Braak  [1912-1999] 

Arnold Braak was born in Spring Lake on October 2, 

1906. He and his brother, Reynard Braak, ran the family 

bakery in Spring Lake after their fatherôs death in 1949.  

They were the sons of Jacob and Jennie Reenders Braak, 

the founder of the bakery. 

In 1934 Arnold married Louise Caroline Augusta, the 

oldest child of Mary and August Ellingen of Grand 

Haven.  Louise was born in 1912.  Arnold and Louise 

owned and operated Braakôs Bakery in Spring Lake for 

many years, and then managed Christian Haven Nursing 

Home, where Louise continued to work until retiring in 

1978.  Arnold died in July, 1970, and 15 years later 

Louise married Raymond Streeting of Muskegon.  

Raymond died in 1995. Louise was a member of the 

Spring Lake Presbyterian Church, where she served as 

an elder, deacon, Sunday school teacher, and 

participated in the Womenôs Association and scouting 

program.  One of her four children, Charles, died in 

1997.  The others were Richard, of Chico, California, 

Larry, and Mary Nash.  Louise died on January 19, 

1999. 

Jacob Braak  [1882-1950] 

Jacob Braak was born in Friesland, The Netherlands, on 

June 19, 1882, and became a bakerôs apprentice there.  

He came to America in 1899.  After a brief stay in Grand 

Rapids, he bought a bakery in Chicago on June 1, 1901, 

when he was only 18.  He returned to The Netherlands to 

fulfill his military obligation, but was excused from 

service.  On his way back to Chicago, he visited his 

friend, John Ver Kuyl, in Spring Lake, who happened to 

need a baker at that time.  He sold his Chicago bakery in 

February, 1902 and went right to work in Spring Lake.  

After two unsuccessful starts in Grand Haven, in June, 

1903 he started the Spring Lake Bakery, located in the 

Reenderôs Building at 110 West Savidge.  Jacob worked 

in the bakery by day and at the Holland Honey Cake 

Company in the city of Holland at night, until he got his 

bakery business established and renamed it Braakôs 

Bakery.  Jacob opened another  store in Centertown 

Grand Haven in 1926.  He retired in October, 1941 and 

turned the business over to his sons.  They opened a 

store in downtown in 1953, started another one in 

Fruitport in 1958, and opened a third store on Robbins 

Road in 1965.  They sold the business in 1990.  Jacob 

originated the secret recipe for his famous ñTown Talkò 

cookies that he preferred to cut by hand.  He was active 

in the Spring Lake Presbyterian Church and in the Boy 

Scouts. 

On March 2, 1904 in Ottawa County, Jacob married 

Jennie Reenders.  Jennie, born in March, 1877, was a 

clerk in the same shop as her husband.  She was the 

daughter of Reender and Martje Brongersma Reenders 

of Spring Lake. Jacob and Jennie had eight children, all 

born in Michigan: Sidney, born in 1904; Arnold R., born 

in 1906; Martha I., born about 1906; Albert, born in 

1909; Christine, born about 1912; Reynard, born in 

1914; Ida, who was born October 23, 1915, married Ray 

Streeting of Muskegon, and died on February 18, 1984; 

and Lola, who married Elsbert Cummins of Ferrysburg.  

The Braaks built and lived in the house at 212 Prospect.  

Jennie died on December 30, 1944.  Jacob was married a 

second time, on January 19, 1949, to Mrs Leonora 

Johnson of Ferrysburg.  He died on January 25, 1950, 

five years after his first wife, and was buried at Spring 

Lake Cemetery.  [Tribune article ñJacob Braak, Bakery 

Pioneer is Taken,ò January 26, 1950 and Citizens 

Historical Association, October 11, 1941.] 

Reynard E. ñRayò Braak  [1914-1999] 

Reynard Braak was born in Spring Lake on July 13, 

1914, and graduated from Grand Haven High School in 

1934.  He and his brother, Arnold, ran the family bakery 

in Spring Lake after their fatherôs death in 1949.  They 

were the sons of Jacob and Jennie Reenders Braak, the 

founder of the bakery.  Reynard was a member of the 

Spring Lake Baptist Church, where he served as a 

deacon and elder.  Braak was the first Boy Scout in 

Spring Lake to receive the Eagle Scout Award with 

Troop 14.  Reynard and his wife, Margaret D. Rank, 

were married on February 14, [September 29], 1937. 

Margaret was born about 1916 and died in Grand Haven 

on June 23, 1903. Their children were a daughter, 

Daneen Braak, who lived in Three Rivers, Michigan, 

and a son, James, who moved to Grand Rapids.  Reynard 

died in Spring Lake on February 14, 1999.  Margaret 

died on June 23, 2003.  The daughter of August and 

Elsie Burnhouse Rank, Margaret was born in Grand 

Haven on February 1, 1916.  [Tribune obituary, January 

30, 2003.] 

Elmer E. Bradway  [1868-1934] 

Born in Milwaukee on July 20, 1868, Elmer Bradway 

worked for more than 30 years as a steward on lake and 

ocean ships.  He moved to Grand Haven about 1906, 

where he was employed as a cook.  He and his wife, 
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Barbara L. Boomsluiter, lived at 507 North Fifth Street.  

Barbara, the daughter of Captain George and Sarah 

Boomsluiter, was born in Grand Haven on December 2, 

1872 and died there about November 10, 1963.  Elmer 

died around January 10, 1934 and was buried at Lake 

Forest Cemetery, as was his wife. 

Daniel J. Brady II  [1929-1996] 

Born in Grand Haven on March 9, 1929, Daniel was the 

son of Daniel and Susan Hiler Brady.  His brother, 

Duane Brady, founded Welded Products in 1942 and 

Kip Equipment in 1959.  Young Daniel served in the 

U.S. Army during the Korean War.  He was a millwright 

for Oldberg Mfg., and he was a member of St. Maryôs 

Catholic Church and the V.F.W.  He married Beverly J. 

Baars on April 23, 1955 in Spring Lake, and they had a 

son, Mark.  Daniel died on January 10, 1996 and was 

buried at Spring Lake Cemetery.  [Tribune obituary, 

January 11, 1996.] 

Duane T. Brady  [1914-2003] 

In 1942, Duane Brady founded Welded Products with 

James B. Scott as his partner.  They sold the company to 

Krug International in 1969.  Duane also started Kip 

Equipment in Grand Haven in 1959.  Duane was born in 

Grand Haven on October 3, 1914, to Daniel and Sylvia 

Hilder Brady.  He married Mollie I. Murphy on January 

20, 1940 in Three Rivers.  Duane was a member of the 

Spring Lake Country Club, Knights of Columbus, and 

Elks.  He attended St. Maryôs Catholic Church in Spring 

Lake.  He and Mollie had a son, Tom, of Muskegon.  

Duane died in Muskegon on February 16, 2003 and was 

buried at Spring Lake Cemetery.  [Tribune obituary, 

February 18, 2003.] 

Thomas Brady  [1815-1883] 

Born in 1815, Thomas Brady came to Ottawa County 

from Goederich, Ontario, Canada in 1857 and continued 

farming. In 1845 in Goederich he married Bridget 

Morrisy, who was born in January, 1830 [1823] in 

Ireland and migrated to Canada at age one.  Not long 

after the Bradysô arrival in Spring Lake, Thomas was 

hired as Foreman to supervise construction of the Detroit 

& Milwaukee Railroad, being extended from Grand 

Rapids to Grand Haven at that time.  At the same time, 

Bridget managed a boarding house at the northeast 

corner of Exchange and Division Streets, later known as 

the Rideout House.  After completion of the railroad, 

Thomas was hired as watchman for Hunter Savidge.  

Eventually the Bradys were able to buy acreage on 144
th
 

Avenue in Spring Lake Township, where they built a 

house and started a farm. 

The Bradys were members of the Catholic Church of 

Spring Lake.  They had nine surviving children: Ann, 

who was born in 1846 and married Michael Shoemaker 

of Spring Lake; James H. of Spring Lake, who lived 

from March, 1864 [1865] to 1929; Mary, who was born 

in 1867 and married Anthony Quinton of Crockery 

Township; Julia, who lived from 1868 to 1942, taught 

school in Crockery Township, and was Principal at 

Agnew School when she retired; Michael and Mrs 

Duane Campbell, both of Manistee; Thomas, who was 

born in 1870 and settled in Traverse City; John [Joseph] 

who in 1882 worked for White, Friant & Company 

Lumber Mill in Nortonville; and Margaret ñMaggie,ò 

who was born in August, 1874 and  married John Walsh 

of Berlin [Marne].  John apparently died prior to his 

mother in 1909.  Thomas died July 3, 1883, and his wife 

passed away on July 14, 1909. Both were buried at 

Spring Lake Cemetery.  [Tribune obituary, July 16, 

1909.] 

William H. Brady I  [1829 - ?] 

Born in Canada in August, 1829, William Brady and his 

wife, Emma [Alice Emma], settled in Robinson 

Township about 1866.  Emma, also a native of Canada, 

was born in May, 1840.  Their children were William II, 

born in Canada in July, 1859; John A., born in 

November, 1863 in Canada; and a foster son, George A. 

Hitsman, born on October 1, 1873 in Michigan.  George 

remained in Robinson Township.  William I and his son 

John took over Oliver Whitneyôs general store in 

Robinson Village in the 1890s.  Around the same time 

William I owned an 80-acre in Section 14 of Robinson 

and John had a 40-acre farm in Section 15.  John 

eventually moved to Cheboygan, Michigan. 

William H. Brady II  [1859 -1930] 

William, the son of William and Emma Brady, was born 

in Canada in July, 1859 and came with his family to the 

Grand Haven area when he was seven years old.  He 

lived for many years in Robinson Township with his 

parents and then started out on his own as a farmer on 40 

acres in Section 16.  Around 1920 he moved to Grand 

Haven and was employed as a laborer.  He resided at 

525 Elliott Street.  William died around February 20, 

1930, when he fell off a city truck and on to the newly 

laid pavement of Harbor Drive.  On April 2, 1889 he 

married Mariah, the daughter of Andrew Logan of 

Robinson Township.  The Bradysô children, all born 

locally, included Owen, born in February, 1892; 

Lafayette, born in June, 1894; Nancy T., who was born 

in April, 1897 and married Henry Borchers of Detroit; 

and William III , born about 1901.  William III and 

Lafayette moved to Grand Haven.  William II  was 

buried at Robinson Township Cemetery.  Mariah was 

born in Michigan in November, 1867 and died in 

Robinson Township in 1955.  [Tribune obituary, 

February 20, 1930.] 

Berend Jan ñJohnò Bramer I [Bremer]  [1849-1922] 



81 

 

Born in The Netherlands [Prussia] on July 9, 1849, John 

was the son of Jan Hendrik and Janna Van Wieren 

Bramer.  On December 27, 1872 John married Fenne 

ñFannyò Swavink [Zwavink/Swiftney] in Spring Lake.  

Fanny, also a native of The Netherlands [Prussia], 

immigrated to the United States in 1872.  She was born 

on December 22, 1846, the daughter of Jan and Ale 

Nijhof Zwafink [Swavink].  The Bramers owned a 125-

acre farm in Section 9 of Spring Lake Township.  Their 

children, all born in Michigan, were John Hendrick, who 

was born on December 12, 1873 in Ferrysburg and died 

about six months later; Johanna, who was born about 

1875 and married John Bottema of Spring Lake; John 

Hendrick [Henry John], born in November, 1876 and 

died at the age of five; Albert, born on October 18, 1878 

and died at the age of three; Jennie, who was born in 

1880, married Jan ñJohnò Miskotten [Miskett] about 

1900, and died on January 1, 1946 in Holland; John II, 

who was born in 1883; Alice, who was born on February 

6, 1884, married Marion Daniels, and died in Spring 

Lake on June 3, 1972; Frederick, who was born on 

October 7, 1886; and Harry, who was born on February 

25, 1890.  John passed away in 1922 and Fanny five 

years later.  Both were buried at Spring Lake Cemetery. 

Berend Jan ñJohnò Bramer II  [1883-1945] 

Born in 1883 in Ferrysburg, John II was the son of John 

and Fanny Swiftney Bramer.  On November 6, 1901 

John II married Maggie Yonker.  Maggie, the daughter 

of William and Martje ñMaryò Yonker, was born in 

Spring Lake on September 3, 1881 and died in Spring 

Lake on July 2, 1962.  The Bramers had four children:  

Bernard John, who was born on February 22, 1902, 

married Dorothy Dietz [May 8, 1901 to July 21, 1967], 

and died on November 1, 1972 in Ferrysburg; Martha, 

who was born on May 21, 1904, married Arthur Vander 

Linde [September 11, 1903 to January 29, 1973], and 

died in Little Rock, Arkansas in November, 1976; 

William Frederick, who was born on April 10, 1909, 

married Amy Edith Kuck [April 19, 1912, and died in 

Spring Lake on June 29, 1990]; and Fannie, who was 

born on August 3, 1911, married Jay K. Teunis [born in 

1911], and died in Spring Lake on March 15, 1999.  

John died in Spring Lake in 1945 and Maggie passed 

away on July 2, 1962, also in Spring Lake. 

Frederick Bramer  [1886-1936] 

Frederick, the son of Berend Jan and Fanny Bramer, was 

born in Ferrysburg in 1886 and died in Spring Lake on 

December 15, 1936.  He was buried at Spring Lake 

Cemetery.  About 1910 he married Elsie Bosch [Bush], 

who was born in The Netherlands in 1888, the daughter 

of Roelof and Annijen Bosch.  The Bramers owned 180 

acres of farmland in Section 8 of Spring Lake Township.  

Their children were Fannie, who was born in 1910 and 

married Allie Wilcox, who lived from April 5, 1905 to 

December, 1980; Anna [Ann], who was born in 1912 

and married William J. Kieft, who lived from August 25, 

1909 to March 8, 1982; Jeannie A., who was born in 

1914 and married George Bishop, who lived from May 

25, 1912 to May 24, 1989; Bernard John, who was born 

on May 2, 1915, married Beatrice Barney, and died in 

Coopersville on April 1, 1975; Ralph, who was born on 

August 6, 1917, married Eunice Vander Wall, and died 

in Spring Lake on August 25, 1993; and Elsie, who was 

born about 1920 and married William Mattison. 

Harry Bramer  [18 90-1960] 

Harry, the son of Berend Jan ñJohnò and Fanny Swiftney 

Bramer, was born on  February 25, 1890 in Spring Lake 

Township.  On February 8, 1911 in Spring Lake he 

married Alice Ruiter, who was born on October 15, 1890 

in Ottawa County and died on June 21, 1964.  Harry and 

Alice owned a 95-acre farm in Section 8 of Spring Lake 

Township.  Their daughter Fanny was born in 1918.  She 

married Russell Bosch, who was born on March 30, 

1919 and died in Spring Lake May 26, 1998.  The 

Bramersô son Lawrence was born on June 20, 1921, 

married Betty Visser, and died in Spring Lake on 

January 6, 1984.  A second daughter, Sadie R., was born 

about 1925 and married Donald Jeske, a Spring Lake 

attorney.  Harry passed away on July 21, 1960 and was 

buried at Spring Lake Cemetery with Alice. 

John Bramer I  [1849-1922] 

See Berend Jan ñJohnò Bramer I. 

William Frederick Bramer  [1909-1990] 

Born on April 10, 1909 in Spring Lake, William was the 

son of John and Maggie Yonker Bramer.  William was 

employed as a sheet metal worker at Bastian-Blessing 

and retired in 1974.  He was a member of the Spring 

Lake Presbyterian Church and former member of the 

Spring Lake Township Board and township fire 

department.  On December 8, 1938, in Grand Haven, he 

married Amy Edith Kuck, who was born April 19, 1912.  

Their children were William of Holland, Gerald of 

Spring Lake, and Jim of Ferrysburg.  In 1928 the older 

William helped build the North Shore Road for access to 

the United States Coast Guard Station.  William died 

June 29, 1990 at his home in Ferrysburg and was buried 

at Spring Lake Cemetery.  [Tribune obituary, June 30, 

1990.] 

Carl Edgar Brandon  [1883-1961] 

Born on June 11, 1883 in Defiance County, Ohio, Carl 

was the son of Francis Lambert and Mary [Eva May] 

Lower Brandon, who were married in that county on 

February 27, 1881.  Carl was employed in Kimmell, 

Indiana by the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad as a telegraph 

operator, between 1900 and 1904.  He worked in 

Chicago from 1904 to 1907, then for the Great Northern 
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Railroad for the next two years, and various other 

railroads until 1917 when he was made telegraph 

operator for the Grand Trunk Railroad in Grand Haven.  

Beginning in 1933 he was agent for the company.  Carl 

was a member of the Order of Railroad Telegraphers, 

Elks, Citizens Historical Association, and the Baptist 

Church.  On May 20, 1911 he married Cora Manting, 

who was born in Holland, Michigan, on January 31, 

1888, the daughter of Dr. Albert and Mary [Maria] 

Loker Manting.  The Brandons had no children.  Carl 

died June 25, 1961.  [Citizens Historical Association, 

September 27, 1941.] 

Ewald C. Braun  [1894-1930] 

On December 11, 1915 in Grand Haven, Ewald Braun 

married Frieda [Freda] Pofahl.  Ewald was born in 1894, 

died in 1930, and was buried at Lake Forest Cemetery.  

Frieda was born on October 21, 1896 and died in Grand 

Haven on May 24, 1979.  Ewald and Frieda had several 

children, all born in Grand Haven, including Carl, born 

on July 25 ,1916; James C., who lived from 1920 to 

1922 and was buried at Lake Forest Cemetery, and 

Frederick, who was born on August 1, 1925, died around 

August 31.1943, and was buried at Lake Forest.  Ewald 

was a metal polisher.  After his death in 1930, Frieda 

married Charles Rudershausen, who had been a roomer 

at the Braun house. 

James Pease Brayton  [1847-1912] 

James was the son of James Colgrove and Julia Ann 

Barnard Brayton.  James Colgrove Brayton was born in 

1814 and died on September 2, 1892. Julia was born 

about 1816 in New York.  James and Julia were married 

in Monroe County, Michigan on September 30, 1838. 

Son James was born in Aztalon, Wisconsin, on 

November 23, 1847.  His father bought 240 acres in that 

state between 1840 and 1848.  James and Julia parents 

returned to Michigan when their son was 15 years old 

and eventually settled in Grand Haven.  The father was a 

civil engineer and surveyor, and for some years he was 

the surveyor for Ottawa County.  One of his charts was 

reproduced on page 317 of Lillieôs Historic Grand 

Haven.  James the son went to Appalachicola, Florida, in 

1877, where be continued the lumber business he had 

started in Ludington with T. R. Lyons.  He maintained 

an office in Chicago, but returned to Grand Haven in 

1899. 

In 1872, a year after their wedding, James and his wife, 

Mary Samantha ñMinnie,ò daughter of Clark and 

Samantha Taylor Albee, bought a piece of land near 

Lake Michigan for $495.  The next year they built a 

cottage and gave it the name Khardomah, which either 

was a Native American word meaning Happy Home or 

the name of a local Indian chief.  The Braytons and their 

daughters, Mary and Louise, enjoyed their summer 

residence for many years.  Also in 1873 Second Street 

was extended from Clinton Street to the east side of the 

Lake Michigan dunes and named Lake Avenue.  

Daughter Louise was born in 1874 and Mary was born in 

Michigan in 1878.  Minnie, who was born about 1852 in 

Michigan, died in Apalachicola, Florida on August 1, 

1880.  On January 24, 1884, James married Emma 

Maretta Sanford of Grand Haven.  She was born in 

Akron, Ohio on August 6, 1849.  The daughter of Isaac 

and Mary Stanton Sanford, Emma was born in Akron, 

Ohio on August 6, 1849.  James was a member of the 

original Grand Haven Concert Band, formed in 1868, 

and he was a Mason.  He died on January 25, 1912 and 

was buried at Oak Hill Cemetery in Grand Rapids 

Township, Kent County.  Emma Brayton sold 

Khardomah for $2,000 on January 10, 1919 to Susan 

Hill Yerkes, who was head mistress at Akeley Academy 

for Girls.  Emma remained a part of the community, and 

in 1907 she delivered to the Grand Haven Womanôs 

Club a paper titled ñEarly Days in Grand Haven.ò 

Charles L. Breckon [Brecken]  [1858- ?] 

A second area newspaper named Grand Haven News 

was established by Charles Breckon in November, 1894.  

It appeared weekly until July of the next year, when the 

Daily News was formed.  Both newspapers leaned 

toward Republican policies.  On May 5, 1880 in 

Muscatine, Iowa, he married Mary Elizabeth 

Cunningham, who subsequently worked with him.  Mary 

was born in Muscatine about 1859.  They had at least 

three children:  Annie M. born in Muscatine, Iowa about 

1881, Mabel L, who was born in Chicago on April 11, 

1884 and died in Dallas Texas on August 9, 1947, and 

Charles Harry, born in Chicago on January 6, 1890.  

Charles the father had spent 12 years with the Chicago 

Herald before coming to Grand Haven.  He returned to 

Chicago, and in 1903 was an unsuccessful candidate for 

mayor of the city, running on the Socialist ticket.  The 

next year Charles was State Representative to the 

Socialist Party Conventon.  He was born September, 

1858 in Illinois. 

Louis [Lutje] Bredehoft [Bredehoeft] II  [1840-1928] 

Louis Bredehoft was born in Hannover, Germany, on 

July 15, 1840.  His parents were Lutje and Anna 

Margaretha Ehlers Bredehoft of Hannover.  Louis II 

came to Grand Haven in 1866 [1867] as a mill worker.  

On November 15, 1869, he and Metha [Metta] ñMarthaò 

Lutze were married in Grand Haven.  She was born in 

Germany in October, 1845, died in Grand Haven 

Township on November 17, 1885, and was buried at 

Historic Grand Haven Township Cemetery.  Their 

children, all born in Grand Haven Township, were Louis 

III, born in November, 1871;  Annie, born on May 8, 

1872; Hendrick, born on July 18, 1874; Catherine, born 

on August 24, 1876; Frederick Martin, born on June 14, 
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1878; John Theodore, who was born on December 17, 

1880, married Matilda Pearl Puglsey on November 7, 

1906, and died in Coopersville on December 14, 1967; 

Carl William, born on June 24, 1883; and an unnamed 

child, who was born on November 17, 1885 and died as 

an infant.  After Marthaôs death, Louis married Augusta 

F. Lueke in Ottawa County on December 29, 1887.  

Augusta, a native of Posen, Germany, was born April 

29, 1855.  Her parents were Ludwig and Rosalie Lueke.  

Louis and Augusta had several children: Franklin, born 

in November, 1889; Albert, born in November, 1891; 

Lorenz, born in April, 1893; and Charles, born in 

December, 1898. 

Between 1876 and 1897 Louis purchased 40 acres of 

farmland at 13699 Lakeshore Drive, a flat area just south 

of Rosy Mound in Grand Haven Township.  In 1874 

Louis took ownership of 90 acres of Lake Michigan 

frontage in Sections 8 and 17, which he sold in early 

1920 to Alvin and Carlotta Ewing. 

Louis and Augusta had four sons, all born in Grand 

Haven Township: Franklin Louis II, born November 7, 

1888, died in Woodland, California on September 6, 

1965, and was buried at Inglewood Park Cemetery, 

Inglewood, California; Albert Theodore, born on 

November 2, 1890 and died on July 18, 1968; Lawrence 

Arthur, born April 20, 1893 and died in Missouri in 

June, 1973; and Carl, born December 12, 1897 and died 

February 28, 1932.  Lawrence served in the military 

during WWI and was injured by gunshot wounds in both 

legs. Louis died August 15, 1928 and Augusta died in 

Grand Rapids on November 2, 1945.  Both were buried 

at Historic Grand Haven Township Cemetery. 

Louis Bredehoft II I   [1888-1965] 

The son of Louis and Augusta Lueke Bredehoft, Louis 

II I was born in Grand Haven Township on November 7, 

1888. He was farming at 16865 Lincoln Street by 1912 

on 40 acres of land, previously owned by one of the 

Behms.  Louis later bought from Henry Bierman an 

adjacent 40 acres to the north.  He married Louise, a 

daughter of Henry Bierman.  One of Louisôs sons, 

Harold, was born on January 16, 1914 and died October 

25, 1978.  Harold and his family occupied the property 

on Lincoln Street.  The Bredehoft farmhouse on Lincoln 

Street, with barns and sheds intact, was still occupied in 

2002 by Haroldôs daughter, Mary Jane Bredehoft Pyle.  

Louis and Louise also had a daughter, Martha, born 

about 1911. 

Lawrence Breitels I  [1868-1942] 

Lawrence Breitels was born in Chicago, Illinois in 

October, 1868, died about August 3, 1942, and was 

buried at Lake Forest Cemetery.  On December 25, 1895 

in Grand Haven, he married Matilda.  The daughter of 

Gustave and Augusta Hubert of Grand Haven, she lived 

from June, 1875 to about December 28, 1933 and also 

was buried at Lake Forest.  With Nels Fisher, Lawrence 

owned the Grand Haven Coal & Dock Company at 117 

South Harbor.  It carried coal, fuel oil, and a 

ñCOMPLETE LINE OF BUILDERSô SUPPLIES.ò  A 

son, Arnold, was born on July 29, 1897 and died shortly 

after birth.  Another son, Louis II, was born on May 4, 

1899.  A third son, Richard A., was born in 1901 and 

married Pearl R. Swiftney in Grand Haven on May 1, 

1919.  Richard was organist at the Robin Hood Theater.  

The family resided at 331 Elliott. 

Louis Henry Breitels [Breidels] I  [1899-1983] 

Louis, the son of Lawrence and Matilda Breitels, was 

born in Grand Haven on May 4, 1899.  As a young man, 

Louis worked at Keller Tool Company and later he was 

employed by Nathaniel Robbins.  In 1936 with Nelson 

Fisher as his partner, he took over his fatherôs business, 

Grand Haven Coal & Dock at 117 South Harbor Drive.  

Louis served as Grand Haven Alderman from 1947 to 

1953.  On September 15, 1920 in Grand Haven, Louis 

married Harriet, the daughter of John and Dena Fisher of 

Grand Haven.  Harriet was born on February 8, 1899 and 

died in Grand Haven on June 10, 1990 6, 1990.  A 

daughter, Gwendolyn, was born about 1922.  Another 

daughter, Sylvia Maxine, was born in Grand Haven on 

June 8, 1923.  She married Leslie Vink on December 10, 

1943.  He died on May 10, 2003, and Sylvia passed 

away in Grand Haven on March 23, 2011. They also had 

a son, Louis F., who was born about 1927 and became 

Assistant Manager of the family business.  Louis I died 

in Grand Haven on September 3, 1983.  He and Harriet 

were buried at Lake Forest Cemetery.  The Breitels 

family resided at 214 North Fourth Street and later at 

704 Pennoyer.  [Tribune obituary, March 28, 2011.] 

John Brems [Breems]  [1835-@1924] 

Born in Germany in May, 1835, John Brems immigrated 

to Bloomfield, Illinois in 1852 and then to Robinson 

Township, where by 1900 he owned a farm.  By 1918 

the farm had grown to 600 acres, with additional acreage 

in Sections 10, 22, 23, and 26, as well as within the 

Village of Robinson.  On August 15, 1862, John enlisted 

as Private in Company L of the 105
th
 Illinois Infantry.  

Two years later he was transferred to the 1
st
 U.S. 

Engineers. His date of discharge was not recorded.  His 

wife, Willamena [Wilhelmine], applied for a widowôs 

Civil War pension on November 13, 1924, presumably 

not long after her husbandôs death.  Willamena was born 

in April, 1847, also in Germany, and came to the United 

States in 1862.  Their children, all born in Illinois, were 

Charles H., born in May, 1876; Arthur, born in October, 

1880; Emma, born in April, 1883; and William, born in 

May, 1888. 

Deane Brengle  [1928-2000] 
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Deane was born on March 8, 1928, in Highland Park, 

Michigan, the son of Deane R. and Hazel McClay 

Brengle.  He served in the 43
rd
 Infantry during the 

Korean War and moved to the Grand Haven area from 

Princeton, New Jersey, about 1983.  Deane was co-

owner of the Dee Lite and Thymes Three Restaurants in 

Grand Haven, Health Hutts in Grand Haven and 

Muskegon, and Mail Boxes Etc., also in Grand Haven.  

He was a member of the Grand Haven Zoning Board of 

Appeals, the Grand Haven Central Business Downtown 

Development Association, Ducks Unlimited, and the 

National Rifle Association.  Deaneôs children, all 

residents of Michigan, were Martha Bultema of Lowell; 

Deane R., of Belding; and Gary of Sand Lake.  Deane 

died from a self-inflicted gunshot wound on September 

24, 2000. 

Harold  [1920-2010] and Bernice Bender 

Bretschneider  [1925-2003] 

Harold, the son of Henry and Alice Braun Bretschneider, 

was born in Grand Haven on January 7, 1920.  He 

graduated from Grand Haven High School in 1937and 

served with the Army during WW II.  Harold married 

Bernice Bender in Belleville on October 5, 1946.  

Bernice was born on August 7, 1925 in Belleville, 

Illinois, the daughter of August C. and Mattie E. 

Detienne Bender.  For over 30 years Bernice helped run 

her husbandôs business, Bretschneider Photography 

Studio at 735 Washington.  She also was employed for 

more than years at Pfaff Pharmacy and retired at the age 

75.  Bernice and Haroldôs children were Bett, who 

married Loren Carlson of Grand Haven, and Doug C. 

Bretschneider.  Bernice died in Grand Haven on August 

24, 2003 and was buried at Lake Forest Cemetery.  

Harold passed away in Grand Haven on June 22, 2010 

and buried with his wife.  He was a member of the First 

Presbyterian Church of Grand Haven and the American 

Legion.  He was an active volunteer with the Tri-Cities 

Historical Museum, and he served on the Ottawa County 

Sheriff Reserve for more than 20 years.  [Tribune 

obituaries, August 25, 2003 and June 23, 2010.] 

Charles Brian  [1871-1970] 

Charles Brian owned a dry cleaners business, located at 

13 North Second Street in Grand Haven.  He and his 

wife Nellie lived in an apartment above the business.  

Both Charles and Nellie were born in Michigan, Charles 

on April 17, 1871 and Nellie about 1877.  Charles died 

in Grand Haven about September 3, 1970.  Nellie passed 

away around January 18, 1963.  Both were buried at 

Lake Forest Cemetery. 

Egbert Leonard Briggs  [1856-1933] 

Born in Macomb County, Michigan in December, 1856, 

Egbert L. Briggs was Superintendent of Grand Haven 

Schools prior to 1900.  From 1900 on he was an 

insurance agent.  Egbert died in Toledo, Ohio of a 

thrombosis on May 4, 1933 and was buried at Forest Hill 

Cemetery in Ann Arbor.  On December 23, 1884 in 

Washtenaw County, Egbert married Nellie E. Holmes.  

Nellie, who was born in Washtenaw County, lived from 

November, 1861 to July 2, 1950 and was buried at 

Forest Hill with her husband.  They had four daughters, 

all born in Michigan: Helen C., born in Eaton Rapids in 

July, 1886; Harriet A., born in January, 1893; Lucille, 

born in September, 1895; and Dorothy, born about 1902. 

Francis W. Briggs  [1826-1891] 

While a resident of La Porte, Indiana, Francis Briggs on 

August 16, 1862 enlisted as Private in Company B of the 

73
rd
 Indiana Infantry.  He was mustered out on January 

2, 1863 and subsequently relocated to Olive Township, 

although he was listed as a carpenter in Spring Lake in 

the 1880 census.  His wife, Sarah M., applied for a 

widowôs Civil War pension on January 16, 1893, more 

than a year after Francisôs death on December 23, 1891.  

He was born in New York on January 6, 1826.  Sarah 

was born on November 26, 1829 in Pennsylvania.  Both 

were buried at Olive Township Cemetery.  A daughter, 

Hattie M., was born about 1866 in Indiana. 

Lester C. Brinkert  [1905-1997] 

Born November 12, 1905, Les was the son of Charles 

Henry and Eugenia Kramer Brinkert of Grand Haven, 

who were married on October 23, 1901.  Charles was the 

son of John Henry and Minnie Brinkert and Eugenia was 

the daughter of Friedrich A. and Augusta Behm Kramer.  

Les started as a deck hand on the Corps of Engineersô 

dredge General Meade when he was 16, serving under 

his uncle, Captain Charles A. Richter of Grand Haven.  

By 1930 he was serving as third mate on a Corps of 

Engineers dredge.  Les remained with the Corps the 

remainder of his working life, and was the last person to 

command the General Meade when it was 

decommissioned in 1947.  A sister ship, the General 

Burton, replaced the General Meade, and it, too, was 

commanded by Les from 1947 to 1949.  Les then took 

over his third command, this time the General Peter 

Connover Haines, from 1949 to 1961.  Les retired in 

January, 1961.  He died in Grand Haven on November 

12, 1997 and was buried at Lake Forest Cemetery.  His 

residence was at 1132 Harbor Drive. 

James A. Brittan [Britton/Brittain]  [@1821 - ?] 

A native of Batavia, New York, where he was born 

about 1821, James in 1834 moved with his parents, 

Roswell and Sarah H. Brittan, to Grandville, Michigan, 

where Roswell later operated the Brown & Brittan 

Sawmill.  Jamesôs first wife, Jane C., who was born 

December 22, 1825, died on May 13, 1858, and was 

buried at Grandville Cemetery.  After her death James 

married Mary E. Perlin in Grand Rapids on March 27, 
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1861.  Mary was 30 at the time of their marriage.  She 

died before 1880.  James and Mary arrived in Grand 

Haven in 1868, and the next year he became Foreman at 

the Emlaw Mill. 

Roswell Brittan [Britton/Brittain]  [@1787 -1850] 

Roswell Brittan and his wife, Sarah H., moved from 

Batavia, New York to Grandville, Michigan in 1834.  In 

Grandville Roswell operated the Brown & Brittan 

Sawmill.  Hiram Jenison [Jennison] was one of his hired 

hands.  Roswell, who was born about 1787 and died on 

June 10, 1850, was elected Representative from Ottawa 

County to the first State Legislature in 1837.  Sarah lived 

from approximately 1800 to May 9, 1847.  Both Roswell 

and Sarah were buried at Grandville Cemetery.  In 1868 

their son James moved to Grand Haven with his wife, 

and their daughter Sarah married Nathan H. White of 

Grand Haven. 

William Brittan [Britton/Brittain]  [1805 -1885] 

Born in New York on December 3, 1805, William 

Brittan came to the Spring Lake area from Waukegan, 

Illinois, between 1850 and 1859.  In 1861, he was 

Proprietor of the Ferrysburg and Muskegon State Line 

and Mail.  His wife, Catharine, was born in Connecticut 

on February 14, 1806 and died March 5, 1874.  William 

died on July 2, 1885 and was buried with his wife at 

Spring Lake Cemetery.  For awhile they resided with the 

Conner family in Ferrysburg.  The Brittans had at least 

three children:  Ralph C., born about 1843; Ada A., born 

about 1847; and Lorinda L., born about 1849.  Ralph 

was born in Pennsylvania, the other two in Illinois. 

Howard A. Broersma  [1917-1995] 

Howard Broersma and his brother Robert Broersma 

started ASP & Manufacturing Co. in 1947.  Howard was 

President.  He and his wife, Ruth H., resided at 244 

Grand.  Howard was born on May 23, 1917 and died in 

Florida on July 25, 1995.  Ruth lived from May 13, 1921 

to March 21, 1982.  She passed away in Grand Haven. 

Robert J. Broersma  [1918-1996] 

Robert Broersma and his brother Howard Broersma 

started ASP & Manufacturing Co. in 1947.  Robert was 

Vice President.  He and his wife, Jean, resided at 18052 

Lovell Park in Spring Lake.  Robert was born on 

September 22, 1918 and died in Holland, Michigan on 

October 19, 1986. 

Clarence R. Broman  [1905-1969] 

Clarence Broman was elected President of Spring Lake 

Village for three consecutive terms between 1956 and 

1958.  He was born in Whitehall, Michigan on 

November 12, 1905, died on February 21, 1969, and was 

buried at Spring Lake Cemetery.  In 1930 he was a 

bookkeeper in Muskegon, but by the mid-1940s he was 

Personnel Director at Eagle Ottawa and resided at 321 

Lake View Court in Spring Lake with his wife, Blanche, 

whom he married in May, 1937.  The daughter of John 

and Elvira Holtman Berger, Blanche was born in 

Chicago on June 13, 1907.  She was a member of the 

Spring Lake Presbyterian Church and Spring Lake 

County Club.  She passed away in Ocala, Florida on 

December 12, 2008 and was buried at Spring Lake 

Cemetery.  Their children were Pamela Fair of Ocala 

and Rodney Broman of Grand Rapids.  Ford Broman of 

Grand Haven was their nephew.  [Tribune obituary, 

December 18, 2008.] 

Elizabeth L. Broman  [1907-1992] 

Born on August 1, 1907, Betty Ford married Lester W. 

Broman.  Lester was born in 1903 and died in 1941.  In 

1945 Betty became Secretary for Home Services with 

the Ottawa County Chapter of the American Red Cross.  

Later she became Executive Secretary [Assistant 

Secretary] for the North Branch of the Ottawa County 

Chapter, with an office in Grand Haven.  Her annual 

salary for 1951 was $3,060.  She retired from the Red 

Cross in the 1970s.  Betty died in Grand Haven on 

November 22, 1992 and was buried at Oakhurst 

Cemetery in Whitehall with Lester.  Ford Broman of 

Grand Haven was her son. 

Ford Lee Broman  [1932-1996] 

Ford, the son of Lester and Betty Broman, was born in 

Grand Haven on October 19, 1932 and died in that city 

on October 7, 1996.  A graduate of Grand Haven High 

School, he spent most of his career with Peoples Bank & 

Trust [BankOne] in Grand Haven, where he became 

Vice President.  His wifeôs name was Reva.  Clarence 

Broman of Spring Lake was his uncle.  Ford was buried 

in the family plot at Oakhurst Cemetery in Whitehall. 

Barbara Brongersma  [1862- ?] 

In 1898 Barbara Brongersma and Sam Falls opened a 

dry goods and shoe store at 206 West Savidge Street in 

Spring Lake.  Three years later she sold her share to 

Sam.  Barbara, the daughter of Cornelius and Jantje 

ñJaneò Visser Brongersma, was born locally in February, 

1862.  She married Fred E. Parker in Williamston, 

Michigan on October 24, 1905. 

Cornelius [Kornelia] Brongersma  [1818-1898] 

Born on May 9, 1818, in The Netherlands, Cornelius 

Brongersma immigrated to Holland, Michigan in 1853.  

The next year he moved to Spring Lake and resided at 

412 East Exchange Street.  After being employed for a 

short time in a sawmill, he raised fruit.  He married 

Jantje ñJaneò Visser on July 30, 1853.  Jane was born in 

October, 1827 in The Netherlands.  They had one son, 

John, born in 1863, and four daughters, all born in 

locally: Barbara, born in February, 1862; Ida, born in 
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April, 1866; Lucretia, who was born on May 25, 1869 

and married Mordecai McLean of Spring Lake; and 

Martje, who married Reender Reenders.  For 17 years 

Cornelius was Sexton at Spring Lake Cemetery.  He died 

on December 20, 1898 and Jane passed away in 1912.  

They both were buried at Spring Lake Cemetery. 

Cornelius Brongersma  [1900-1988] 

The son of John Brongersma of Spring Lake, Cornelius 

was born on September 19, 1900.  On August 25, 1923 

in Ludington, he married Elizabeth Lee, also of Spring 

Lake.  She was the daughter of Floyd and Ida Trotter 

Lee.  The Brongersmas resided at 2877 Judson Road in 

Spring Lake Township.  Cornelius died on May 17, 

1988.  Elizabeth, who was born on July 5, 1904, passed 

away in Las Vegas, Nevada on March 16, 1993. 

John B. Brongersma  [1863-1955] 

The son of Cornelius and Jane Brongersma, John was in 

the ice and coal business with Tony Ver Plank in the 

early 1900s.  About 1912 he sold the ice business to Ver 

Plank and became partner with Martin Start in the 

Brongersma & Start Coal Company.  He married Bena 

Olsen in in Ferrysburg on November 2, 1898.  She lived 

from 1864 to 1927 and was buried at Spring Lake 

Cemetery.  Their daughter Marie, who was born about 

1904, married Harold Vander Kolk, and their son 

Cornelius married Ida Lee.  John resided at 313 River 

Street in Spring Lake, which also was the address for his 

business.  He lived from 1863 to 1955 and was buried 

with Bena. 

Myrtle Norris  Littrell Bronkhorst  [1892-1971] 

Myrtle Norris was born in Illinois on June 17, 1891 

[1892], died in Grand Haven on August 18, 1971, and 

was buried at Robinson Township Cemetery.  Ed Norris 

was her brother.  She married William Littrell, who was 

born about 1886 in Illinois.  William worked as a 

teamster in Springfield, Illinois and Detroit.  By 1930 

the couple was settled in Robinson Township, where 

William owned an automobile service station.  Myrtleôs 

widowed mother, Cora D., lived with them at that time.  

Cora was born in Illinois about 1874.  William died on 

January 10, 1936, after helping push an automobile out 

of a snow bank, and was buried in Springfield, Illinois.  

Shortly afterward Myrtle married Harry ñHapò 

Bronkhorst.  Hap was born in Holland on November 7, 

1898.  He died on February 26, 1946 at his home on 

Potawatomie Bayou.  In the mid-1930s Myrtle and 

Harry started the Yellow Jacket Inn at 12011 Lake 

Michigan Drive [M-45] in Section 21 of Robinson 

Township and ran it until late 1945, when they sold the 

business.  It also served as their residence.  In early 1946 

they purchased Youngôs Caf® at 625 Washington and 

renamed it Fiesta Café.  Myrtle also ran a restaurant in 

Miami, Florida for 21 years.  [Tribune obituaries January 

10, 1936, February 26, 1946, and August 18, 1971.] 

William Bronsema [Bronsma]  [1892-1984] 

Born on March 4, 1892, William was the son of Jacob 

and Emma Bronsema.  Jacob, who was born in March, 

1851, immigrated from The Netherlands to the United 

States with his wife in 1882 and became a stevedore. 

Emma was born September, 1855.  Jacob died in 1922.  

William opened a storage and moving business at 216 

Fulton Avenue in the 1920s; by the 1940s it was located 

at 216 North Third.  He was born on March 4, 1891 and 

died in Grand Haven on November 26, 1984.  On June 

13, 1819 in Grand Rapids, he married Lena [Geraldine] 

Herbst.  She lived from September 17, 1899 to October 

11, 1976. 

Frances Seifert Bronson  [1887-1982] 

Frances Seifert graduated from Grand Haven High 

School in 1904 and taught at Rosy Mound School from 

1907 to 1909.  The daughter of Ignatz and Wilhelmena 

Seifert of Grand Haven, Frances and her twin sister, 

Florence, were born on June 9, 1887. On September 14, 

1918 in Grand Haven, she married Oscar A. Bronson, 

who was born in Wisconsin in July, 1884.  Frances and 

Oscar moved to Milwaukee, where she died in 

November, 1982. 

Esther Ann Broomhead  [1917- 1980] 

See Esther Ann De Witt 

Herbert W. Brosseit I  [1905-1992] 

Herb Brosseit owned a painting business, located first at 

his home at 1221 Franklin Street and later at 936 

Robbins Road, not far from Robbins Road Hardware.  

He was born in Grand Haven on August 18, 1905 and 

died there on January 25, 1992.  Herb and his wife, Della 

Louise, later resided at 1520 Barber Court.  Their son, 

Herbert II, continued the business on Robbins Road as 

the Home Decorating Center.  A daughter, Judy, married 

Milton Reeths II, who became Manager of the 

decorating business in the 1970s.  Louise lived from 

November 30, 1906 to July 30, 1996. 

William Brough I  [1828-1907] 

William Brough was millwright at the White, Friant & 

Company Sawmill in 1882 and resided in Spring Lake.  

He was born in Scotland in 1828 and came to America 

with his parents when he was three.  He arrived in 

Michigan in 1865.  He was married twice, first to 

Adelina [Adeline] Kelly, who was born in Ontario, 

Canada about 1834, and died in 1872, and then to Ida 

[Muda] Farnum Rich on September 8, 1875.  Ida, who 

was born about 1841 in Indiana [1843 in New York], 

died in 1888. William and Adelina had two sons: 

William II, who was born in Ontario and lived from 
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1856 to 1902, and Thomas, who died in 1869 at the age 

of four.  They also had two daughters, Emma, who was 

born in New York about 1864 and died in 1882, and 

Maud, who was born in Michigan in July, 1869.  

William moved to Grand Rapids.  He died in 1907 and 

was buried at Oak Hill Cemetery in Kent County with 

his two wives and three of his children. 

Charles W. Brouwer  [? - ?] 

Charles Brouwer, who owned a 40-acre farm in Section 

33 of Olive Township, settled in the area in 1889.  His 

wifeôs name was Nellie.  They were still farming in 

1918. 

Hendrik Henry Brouwer [1815-1888] and Klaas 

Brouwer [Brower]  [1839-1917] 

There were two Brouwer brothers and ñone could hardly 

have a picture of one without the other,ò a friend wrote.  

Both were born in Overijessel, The Netherlands, 

Hendrik on March 13, 1825, and Klaas 14 years later, on 

February 25.  Their father, Roelof Brouwer, lived from 

1847 to 1917, and their mother, Gertje, was born in 1851 

and died in 1925.  The brothers, who arrived in Grand 

Haven in 1856, owned H. Brouwer & Bro., a store at the 

corner of Washington and First Streets during and after 

the Civil War.  They carried a large inventory of 

groceries, dry goods, boots, shoes, and clothing needed 

by the mill workers.  They set up a windmill in the 

backyard of the store and rigged a gristmill to grind feed 

to sell for family pets and livestock.  The brothers also 

helped organize the Second Reformed Church in Grand 

Haven in November, 1871.  They built a two-story home 

on Washington Street in 1876.  Henry was the inside 

man, paler and more delicate looking than Klaas, and he 

did the bookwork.  Klaas was ruddier in appearance, 

looked stronger and more robust, and he did the more 

active work. 

Henry married Aaltje ñEllenò Bolt on May 30, 1852.  

They had at least two children, both born in Michigan:  

Jennie, born about 1856, and Christiana, who was born 

on July 5, 1858 and died on December 21, 1860.  Ellen 

was born in The Netherlands on July 9, 1834, died in 

Grand Rapids on July 2, 1881, and was buried at Lake 

Forest Cemetery.  Henry died in Grand Rapids on 

November 1, 1888. 

Klaasôs first wife, Maria, was born on September 18, 

1844, died on January 17, 1863, and was buried at Lake 

Forest Cemetery with other Brouwers.  Klaas then 

married Jerchje ñJaneò Van Dam on November 26, 1863 

in Grand Haven.  She was born in The Netherlands in 

1845 and died about March 23, 1899.  Klaas and Jane 

had at least two children, both born locally:  John, born 

about 1865, and Maria J., born about March, 1870.  

Klaas moved to Chicago, but died in an auto accident in 

Los Angeles, California on January 14, 1917. 

Ruth Brouwer [Brower/Brouer]  [1847-1917] 

In the 1890s Ruth Brouwer owned a boot and shoe store 

in Grand Haven.  He and his wife, Gertrude, lived at 408 

Lafayette Street.  Ruth was born in Louisiana in 

September, 1847 [1848] and died in 1917.  After his 

death Gertrude and their daughter, Eleanor, resided at 

318 Fifth Street.  Eleanor was born in July, 1894.  A son, 

Stephen, was born in September, 1876, and a daughter, 

Gertrude, was born in February, 1881.  The children 

were all born locally.  Gertrude, the mother, a native of 

The Netherlands, lived from September, 1851 to 1925.  

Both Ruth and Gertrude were buried at Lake Forest 

Cemetery. 

Archibald Brown  [1823ï1888] 

A native of Ayrshire, Scotland, where he was born on 

January 26, 1823, Archibald Brown came to America in 

1854.  In 1866 he left Detroit and moved to Grand 

Haven where he opened a blacksmith business in Grand 

Haven.  The next year he and Frank Spence started a 

company known as the Iron Works on the northwest 

corner of First and Elliott Streets [Lot 85].  They sold the 

business in 1871 to James Lewis, Otto Gronberg, and 

John Bryce.  Archibald died on December 7, 1888 in 

Rhinelander, Wisconsin, and was buried at Lake Forest 

Cemetery.  His wife, Harriet, also a native of Ayrshire, 

was born on September 25, 1819.  She died in Grand 

Haven on February 16, 1886 and was buried at Lake 

Forest. 

Charles B. Brown  [1893-1929] 

Charles Brown was First Mate aboard the Andaste when 

it went down 14 miles off Holland on September 9, 

1929.  Born on June 20, 1893 in Grand Haven, Charles 

joined the 57
th
 Engineers as Private and served during 

WWI.  At that time, home address was in Nunica.  On 

December 6, 1921 in Grand Rapids, he married Sarah 

ñSadieò Sherwood Swanson.  She was born in Michigan 

in January, 1890.  On February 6, 1907 in Nunica, Sarah 

had married Earl L. Flanders, and on September 23, 

1908 she married August Swanson, again in Nunica.  

Charles and Sarah lived at 417 Elliott Street in Grand 

Haven in the mid-1920s, but after her husbandôs death 

she moved to 1121 Columbus.  Living with her then 

were two children, Russell E. Swanson, who was born 

on April 20, 1911 and died in Crockery Township on 

September 7, 1985, and August R. Swanson, who was 

born on September 20, 1913 and died in Muskegon in 

January, 1967.  Both children were born locally.  Charles 

was buried at Lake Forest Cemetery. 

Cyril P. Brown  [1844-1917] 

Born on November 22, 1844 at Medina, in Lenawee 

County, Michigan, Cyril was the son of Dr. David and 

Harriet Peck Brown.  The father, a native of 
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Massachusetts and one of Michiganôs early physicians, 

lived from October 9, 1819 to August 22, 1857.  Cyrilôs 

mother, Harriet, was born on June 24, 1825.  She and 

David were married on April 4, 1843. Of their three sons 

and one daughter, Cyril was the eldest.  Another son was 

Fred D., a Grand Haven photographer.  After Dr. David 

Brown died, his widow and three of her surviving 

children moved to Hudson, Michigan, not far from 

Medina. Cyril wrote in his memoirs that the first great 

grief of his young life was the death of this good father 

and beloved physician.  At 16 he entered the freshman 

class at Hillsdale College.  In August, 1862, without the 

consent of his mother, he enlisted as Private in Company 

F, 4
th
 Michigan Infantry, and was assigned to duty with 

the Army of the Potomac.  Two weeks after enlistment 

in September he reached the front just after the battle of 

Antietam and, although he was an infantryman, he was 

detached from his regiment to serve in the field hospital.  

He stayed with the Medical Department through 

Fredericksburg, Chancellorsville, and Gettysburg, 

always at the front in the field hospitals.  The entry in his 

diary for July 4, 1863, the day after the close of the 

Battle of Gettysburg, read, ñAt the Corps hospital 

attending the wants of the wounded.  Their suffering [is] 

indescribable.  Many have not had their wounds dressed.  

Rained all the afternoon, many of the wounded were 

without shelter.ò  About a week after the Battle of 

Gettysburg he and another young man were given horses 

in order to catch up with their regiment, part of the Army 

of the Potomac, which had gone in pursuit of Lee.  After 

riding for three days they caught up with the regiment to 

find that it had dwindled down to about 20.  He was 

proud to represent the Blue and Gray on the 50
th
 

anniversary of that great battle.  He was discharged from 

the army for disability on January 9, 1864. 

In 1865 Cyril resumed his studies at Hillsdale and 

graduated with honors in June, 1868.  In October he 

entered Rush Medical College in Chicago and received 

his degree of Doctor of Medicine in February, 1870. In 

March of that year he opened an office in Hudson.  He 

wrote:  ñI unfurled my banner to the breeze, opening my 

doors to the public and at least by looks and manners, 

advertised to the good people to take notice that Dr. C. 

P. Brown, of Rush, was on deck, but they failed to walk 

the plank, not knowing a good thing when they saw it.ò  

In 1871 he moved to Spring Lake with $2 cash.  In July, 

1872 he received an appointment as Medical Director 

from the Spring Lake Mineral Spring Company, which 

he stated was a godsend, and in 1881 he was named 

Village Health Officer.  The Spring Lake Clinker Boat 

Company was organized in 1887, with Dr. Brown as 

President.  For six years he was President of the United 

States Pension Board at Muskegon, and in 1888 he was 

named delegate to the National Convention which 

nominated Benjamin Harrison.  He was a fellow of the 

American Medical Association, this honor coming to 

him around 1910 or 1912.  He was also a member of the 

Ottawa County Medical Society and organized the 

Grand Haven and Spring Lake Medical Society.  He was 

a Republican, and belonged to the Baptist Church and 

Masons. Of himself he said, ñI drive a car, practice 

medicine, cuss a little, smoke anything from a pipe to a 

cigarette, and have been known to hit a cold bottle.ò  

Brown was one of the first in Spring Lake to buy an 

automobile, a Sears Roebuck model. 

On March 30, 1869 Cyril married Clara J. Ames of 

Hudson, who was born on January 14, 1852.  They 

resided at 223 East Savidge, in a home they had built.  

Their only son, Dana, was born in 1871. Clara was a fine 

musician and very interested in young people.  She 

enjoyed working with them and their home was the 

scene of many social gatherings. Dana, who was 

involved with the Spring Lake Boat Company, died in 

1897.  The shock was more than Clara could overcome, 

and she died on October 26 the next year.  On June 11, 

1901 Dr. Brown married Jennie, daughter of John Watt 

and Ann Johnston, of Ferrysburg.  Brown died May 4, 

1917 and was buried at Spring Lake Cemetery.  

[Portraits and Biographical Record of Muskegon and 

Ottawa Counties Michigan, p. 423.] 

Dana Brown  [1871-1897] 

Born in 1871, Dana was the only child of Dr. Cyril and 

Clara J. Ames Brown of Spring Lake.  He was an 

energetic and enterprising young man with a bright 

future before him.  The Spring Lake Clinker Boat 

Company was organized in 1887, with Dana Brown as 

Secretary and Treasurer.  He also worked as a carpenter.  

Dana died July 9, 1897 ñafter a critical operation for a 

stricture of the intestinesò and was buried at Spring Lake 

Cemetery.  [Portraits and Biographical Record of 

Muskegon and Ottawa Counties Michigan, page 423, 

Tribune obituaries, July 10, 1897 and July 14, 1897.] 

Elwyn ñWinò Barnard Brown  [1885- 1975] 

Born in South Dakota on December 30, 1885, Elwyn 

was the son of M. Alvanz and Phoebe Barnard Brown of 

Cooperstown, New York.  His father lived until 1919, 

and his mother lived from 1848 to 1913.  Nathaniel 

Brown a Grand Haven photographer, was Winôs brother.  

Win worked as a machinist at Peerless Novelty in Grand 

Haven.  In 1912 he held title to a 24-acre farm in Section 

22 of Crockery Township.  By 1930 the farm consisted 

of 21.5 acres.  On January 19, 1915 he married Alma 

Alice Coomer in Grand Rapids.  Shortly after their 

marriage they resided at 22 Washington.  Alice was born 

in Ohio about 1890.  They had two children, both born 

locally, Robert E., born about 1916; Margaret E., born 

about 1917; Betty J., born about 1919; Dorothy A., born 

about 1922; Phoebe J., born about 1925; and Frank E., 
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born about 1927.  The family later lived at 1127 Franklin 

and then 1327 Pennoyer.  Win died in Grand Haven on 

January 25, 1975. 

Floyd Brown  [1914-1952] 

Floyd Brown was electrocuted when he accidentally 

picked up a live 2,400-volt wire at 116 Sherman Street 

following a storm that struck the Tri-Cities on July 23, 

1952.  He was a six-year employee of the Grand Haven 

Board of Power and Light.  Floyd was born in Davis 

Junction, Illinois, on September 6, 1914 and by 1930 

was a resident of Coopersville.  A twin brother, Lloyd, 

was Principal at Peach Plains School.  Floydôs wife, 

Ruth, lived from February 16, 1912 to May 28, 1981.  

She was residing in Coopersville at the time of her 

death. 

Fred D. Brown  [1856- ?] 

Fred, the son of Dr. David and Harriet Peck Brown and a 

brother of Dr. Cyril P. Brown, was born on June 15, 

1856 in Hudson, Lenawee County, Michigan.  An 

advertisement in the 1893 Compendium advised readers, 

ñDo not let traveling picture agents gull you any longer, 

but go to Brownôs, Spring Lake, Michigan, for fine 

photo work of all kinds.  Headquarters for copying and 

enlarging.  All work guaranteed.ò  The next year, with 

Warren L. Tenny as partner, he opened a photography 

studio in Grand Haven.  On November 6, 1883 in Spring 

Lake, Fred married Frances, the daughter of Hannibal 

and Emma Hopkins of Spring Lake.  Fanny was born in 

1860, died in 1899, and was buried at Spring Lake 

Cemetery.  On September 26, 1923 in Hudson, Fred 

married Jennie M. Dean Loister. 

Fremont Brown  [1856-1922] 

Born in Coopersville on October 10, 1856, Fremont was 

the son of Joseph and Susan Lawton Brown.  The Brown 

family moved to Nunica in November, 1883 and 

operated a gristmill under the name Nunica Roller Mills, 

Joseph Brown & Son Proprietors.  He married Della 

Wright in Crockery Township on September 26, 1880.  

She died on November 3, 1888 at the age of 28.  

Fremont and Della had at least one daughter, Lulu, born 

in June, 1882.  On September 25, 1890 in Nunica, 

Fremont married Emma Jubb.  The daughter of Orange 

and Lucinda Bartholomew Jubb, Emma was born in 

Michigan in September, 1872. Their children were Ray 

D., born in February, 1892; Rollo, born in December, 

1893; Alden, born in October, 1895; Laura, born in June, 

1898; and another son, born in October, 1899.  Fremont 

passed away in 1922.  Both were buried at Nunica 

Cemetery. 

John M. H. Brown  [1847- ?] 

At the age of 21 John Brown came to Grand Haven from 

New Brunswick, Canada, where he was born in 1847.  In 

1870 he worked as a tanner at Clark Albeeôs leather 

company.  His wife, Ann, was born in New Brunswick 

around 1847 and died on December 9, 1894 in 

Muskegon.  Their daughter Carrie was born in Grand 

Haven in 1876. 

Joseph Brown I   [1825-1908] 

Joseph Brown was born in Massachusetts on August 27, 

1825.  He arrived in Michigan at the age of 25 and 

bought land in the Coopersville area.  On December 28, 

1852, in Polkton Township, Joseph married Susan A. 

Lawton.  Susan, the daughter of Henry and Elizabeth 

Newton Lawton, came with her parents from Pitcairn, 

St. Lawrence County, New York, where she was born on 

February 13, 1837.  On May 13, 1861 Joseph went to 

Grand Rapids to enlist as Corporal in Company I of the 

3
rd
 Michigan Infantry.  On August 29, 1862 he was 

wounded at the Second Battle of Bull Run, where he was 

shot in the thigh and left for dead.  He was discharged as 

a result of his wound on August 25 the next year Joseph 

returned to Coopersville in 1864 and was appointed 

Postmaster three years later.  He held that office for ten 

years, and also was Township Clerk for 16 years.  

Joseph moved to Nunica in November, 1883, and with 

his son, Fremont, built a gristmill that operated under the 

name ñNunica Roller Mills, Joseph Brown & Son 

Proprietors.ò  Fremont, one of seven children, was born 

on October 10, 1856.  Another son, Joseph II, was born 

August, 1876. Joseph I died June 17, 1908 and was 

buried at Coopersville Cemetery.  Susan passed away on 

May 5, 1913, in Nunica. 

Lloyd E. Brown  [1914-1984] 

Born on September 6, 1914 in Davis Junction, Illinois, 

Lloyd Brown moved with his parents to Coopersville 

before 1930.  Eventually, he became Principal at Peach 

Plains School in Grand Haven Township.  A twin 

brother, Floyd Brown, died accidentally in Grand Haven 

in 1952.  Lloyd passed away on January 27, 1984.  His 

wife, Thelma, lived from May 12, 1919 to November, 

1982. They resided at 934 Woodlawn.  After Thelmaôs 

death, Lloyd moved to 113 South Fourth Street. 

Nathaniel E. Brown  [1866-1938] 

Born in Oswego, New York on October 6, 1866, 

Nathaniel was the son of M. A. and Phoebe Brown of 

Cooperstown.  Natôs father lived until 1919, and his 

mother lived from 1848 to 1913.  Other members of the 

family were Frank. S. Brown; Elwyn [Win] Barnard 

Brown; Mrs W. H. Babcock of Grand Rapids, and V. A. 

Brown of Minneapolis.  Nathaniel came to Grand Haven 

about 1908 or earlier after being a backwoods guide in 

Minnesota for some 12 years.  He was an inventor and a 

photographer with studios first located at 5 Washington 

and then at 22 Washington Street, later the site of the 

Grand Theater.  He claimed to be the first to get ñbirdôs 
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eyes viewsò by attaching his camera to a kite, and he 

was granted a patent for it.  He devised a propeller-

powered sled and propeller-driven motor boat.  Many of 

his early shots were made into postcards, which still are 

in circulation.  He also came up with the idea of putting 

signatures on film, and he sold ñLife Motion 

Photographs,ò in which the image moved as the viewer 

moved his head ñto and fro,ò as the instructions put it.  

He was a hunter and trapper and devised a toboggan to 

travel over rough areas for use in the north country.  At 

one time Nat was in contact with Commander Robert E. 

Byrd to furnish a toboggan for one of the explorerôs 

Arctic trips.  Nat also invented a gyroplane and received 

a patent for it in 1912.  His wife, Martha, died February 

1, 1919.  In 1920 Nat resided at 22 Franklin, and ten 

years later he was living in Section 2 of Grand Haven 

Township, on Potawatomie Bayou.  He was accused and 

convicted of blowing up his home on the bayou with 

dynamite.  Nat died on December 27, 1938 at the home 

of his brother, Elwyn Brown, who lived at 1327 

Pennoyer Avenue, and was buried at Lake Forest 

Cemetery.  [Tribune obituary, December 27, 1938.] 

Friedrich Bruhn   [1852- ?] 

By 1900 Fred Bruhn owned an 80-acre farm in Section 

22 of Grand Haven Township [11250 168
th
 Avenue].  He 

was born in Germany in April, 1852 and his wife, 

Augusta, was born in Germany in June, 1858.  Their 

children, all born in Illinois except the last one, included 

Max, born in June, 1886; George, born in June, 1887; 

Walther, born in March, 1890; Alma, born in September, 

1891; Emma, born in August, 1895;and Leonhart 

[Leonard] Emil, born in Grand Haven in December, 

1899. 

James N. Brummel  [1938-2002] 

A native of Flint, where he was born on August 5, 1938, 

Jim Brummel moved to Grand Haven from Muskegon 

around 1970.  His parents were Nelson and Frieda 

Lindemulder Brummel.  Jim married Barbara Masters on 

December 27, 1958 in Olivet.  His real estate businesses 

included All American Homes and J. N. Brummel 

Realty.  He was a member the Second Christian 

Reformed Church, ACLU, AMBUCS, and he was 

founder and member of the Tri-Cities Realtors Board.  

He was active in the Republican Party.  Jim and Barbara 

had a daughter, Suzanne Brummel, and four sons:  

Timothy, Steve, Nelson, and Chris.  Jim died in Grand 

Haven on October 22, 2002.  [Tribune obituary, October 

23, 2002.] 

Etienne Brule  [@1592-@1633] 

A Frenchman by birth, Etienne Brule lived with the 

Huron Indians on Georgian Bay for many years, learning 

their language and customs.  Etienne traveled through 

Michigan waters and is credited with being the first 

European to see what would become the State of 

Michigan, perhaps as early as 1629, and he may have set 

foot on the land, although there is no proof of that 

[Lillie , p. 26].  Etienne lived from approximately 1592 to 

June, 1633. 

Benjamin Bruno [Bruneau]  [1835-1900] 

Born in Canada [France] on March 1, 1835, Benjamin 

Bruno came to Grand Haven around 1857, and worked 

in a sawmill . Benjaminôs wife, Mary M. [Madeline], 

was born in Canada in September, 1843 [1844] and died 

about September 22, 1907.  Their children, all born in 

Michigan, included Louise, who was born about 1872, 

married Joseph Poisson, and moved to Grand Rapids; 

Alexander, who lived from August, 1873 [1872] to 

1920; and Rose, who was born about 1876 and married a 

Mr Fisher.  Another son, Theodore, was born about 

1881.  Theodoreôs wife, Esther, was born in Michigan 

around 1881.  Theodore and Esther lived at 915 

Columbus.  Benjamin died in Grand Haven on January 

3, 1900 and was buried at Lake Forest Cemetery.  

[Tribune obituary, January 4, 1900.] 

Edgar [Edward] F. Bryce  [1858-1919] 

Edgar Bryce and his wife, Mary, resided at 3 North 

Second Street in Grand Haven.  The son of John and 

Helen Ellis Bryce, Edgar was born in Wisconsin in 

April, 1858.  Like his father, he became an engineer.  

Edgar died in Kalamazoo on January 14, 1919.  Mary 

was born in June, 1861 in Michigan.  A son, Ellis, was 

born in November, 1881. 

John J. Bryce I  [1834-1896] 

Born on April 12, 1834 in the Highlands of Scotland, 

John Bryce in 1871 came to Grand Haven from 

Wisconsin with his employer, Justin B. Wait.  His 

mother, Mary, was born in Scotland about 1801 and 

resided as a widow in Grand Haven with John and his 

family around 1880.  John took out patent number 

131,657 on September 24, 1872 for a tabletop spinning 

wheel.  Several examples of the wheel exist, including 

one in the collection of the American Textile History 

Museum in Lowell, Massachusetts and a patent model in 

the Smithsonian Institute.  The wheel was primarily 

made of cast iron and works on the friction principle. 

John formed a partnership with James Lewis and Otto 

Gronberg to buy the Grand Haven Iron Works business 

from Frank Spence and Archibald Brown, who had 

started it four years earlier.  In 1879 John went into 

partnership with Henry Bloecker and the two formed 

Bryce & Bloecker to manufacture marine engines. The 

plant suffered a fire in 1881 and the owners sustained 

heavy losses.  Bloecker reopened the business in 1883, 

but John went to work for the Challenge Corn Planter 

Company.  In 1893 he was part owner of a business 

called Bryce, Barns, & Green Lumber Company at the 
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corner of Seventh and Elliott Streets. John W. Barnes 

[Barns] and M. L. Green were the other principals. John 

was an active member of the Knights of Maccabees and 

was a Republican. 

John married Helen M. Ellis of Wisconsin, who was 

born in 1837 and died about February 21, 1918.  Their 

children were Edgar F., born in Wisconsin in 1858; 

Elmer E., who was born in Wisconsin about 1860, 

became a machinist, married and divorced Emma 

[Emily] Bidgood of Grand Haven, and died about 

September 16, 1914; John II, born in Wisconsin in 1868; 

and Marion A. [Marnie], born in Michigan about 1877.  

In the early 1900s the Helen resided with her son John at 

624 Washington.  John I died at Butterworth Hospital in 

Grand Rapids after bladder surgery on October 26, 1896 

and was buried at Lake Forest Cemetery, where other 

family members were interred.  [Tribune obituary, 

October 27, 1896, Tribune article, October 29, 1896.] 

John J. Bryce II  [1868-1929] 

The son of John and Helen M. Ellis Bryce, John II was 

born in Wisconsin in 1868.  On May 11, 1898 he 

married Anna Hoffman in Ottawa County.  Anna, the 

daughter of Peter Hoffman, was born in Michigan about 

1877.  The Bryce children were Francis H., born about 

1899, and Margaret H., born about 1905.  In the early 

1900s the family lived at 624 Washington Street, where 

they shared their home with Johnôs widowed mother, 

Helen.  By 1920 John and Anna were living at 109 South 

Fifth Street. John was a member of the Grand Haven 

Stag Club, Elks, and Masons.  He was a ñnickel platerò 

at Challenge Refrigerator.  He died in 1929 and was 

buried at Lake Forest Cemetery. 

John Jay Buchanan  [1903-1975] 

John Buchanan was organist at the Grand Theater on 

Washington Street when it opened in 1928.  Later he 

was custodian at the theater.  He resided at 22 Franklin 

Street with his mother and step-father, Ida and Geroge 

Duglas [Douglas].  Some years later he moved to 112 

Franklin Street.  John was born in Pennsylvania on May 

12, 1903, died in Grand Haven on March 19, 1975, and 

was buried at Spring Lake Cemetery.  Ida Leone 

Buchanan lived from 1865 to 1946 and was buried at 

Spring Lake Cemetery with another son, James M. 

Buchanan, who lived from 1899 to 1987. 

William H. Buckley  [1858-1933] 

Born in Illinois in July, 1858 William Buckley moved to 

Spring Lake from Marne [Berlin], Ottawa County, in 

1878. In 1888, Dr. Brown performed an appendectomy 

on William on the kitchen table, said to be the first 

appendectomy in Michigan.  William worked in Henry 

Cliffôs hardware store, and then went into a business 

partnership with Enno Pruim, sold out to him, and took a 

job in Charlotte, Michigan, returning to Spring Lake in 

1888.  After his hardware store burned down, William 

borrowed $600 from George Schwab and put up a brick 

structure at 214 West Savidge.  There he operated a 

profitable hardware and undertaking business. 

In 1883 William married Harriet Richardson, a Michigan 

native, who lived from November, 1859 to 1944.  She 

was the daughter of Benjamin F. Richardson, a 

lumbering pioneer in Traverse City and Spring Lake. 

Harriet began teaching in a rural Spring Lake school 

when she was 14 years old.  The Buckleys had a son, 

William Lloyd, who was born on July 13, 1886 and ran 

the hardware business after his father was injured in a 

fall while working at the Spring Lake Hotel.  Another 

son, George H., was born in June, 1889.  In 1891 

William bought a house at 108 West Mason.  It 

originally was a one-room home, owned by an Indian 

family.  William enlarged it as a residence for his 

widowed mother, Mary [Merry], who was born in 

Ireland in August, 1822. He also bought a house located 

on the north side of Mason Street and moved it to 217 

North Buchanan, because its owner was willing to sell 

the structure but not the lot upon which it sat.  In 1953 

his granddaughter, Marge, and her husband, James 

Oakes, bought the property.  William died in 1933. 

William Lloyd Buckley  [1886- ?] 

William, the son of William H. and Harriet Richardson 

Buckley, was born in Spring Lake on July 13, 1886.  The 

younger William ran the family hardware business after 

his father was injured in a fall whle working at the 

Spring Lake Hotel.  The son married Elsie Johnson, who 

was born on November 3, 1888 and died on April 30, 

1930.  She was buried at Spring Lake Cemetery.  They 

had two daughtesr, Sally, who was born about 1913, and 

Margaret, who was born about 1919. 

John Budge  [1836-1920] 

Born in the Orkney Islands, Scotland, in March, 1836 

[1841], John Budge was a sea captain.  After living in 

Canada for awhile, Captain Budge arrived in Grand 

Haven in the 1860s and sailed the Great Lakes until 

1872.  In 1867 he went into partnership with Duncan 

Robertson and Peter Sinclair in the Robertson & 

Company Shipyard, which built wooden ships in Grand 

Haven.  He also invested in lumbering.  John died in 

Grand Haven on December 1, 1920 and was buried at 

Lake Forest Cemetery.  [Tribune obituary, December 2, 

1920.] 

Charles K. Bugielski  [1912-1996] 

Born March 4, 1912 in Newark, New Jersey, Chuck was 

the son of Zygmunt and Karoline A. Lucek Bugielski.  

By the mid-1920s the family had moved to Grand 

Haven.  A Tribune article noted on March 9, 1925 that 
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Chuck saw the first robin of the season.  After 

graduating from Grand Haven High School in 1930, he 

went to work for the McLellan Five and Ten Cent Store 

in Grand Haven as stockman.  He was promoted to 

Assistant Manager in 1933 and played a part in the bank 

robbery of August 18 that year.  In 1938 Chuck left his 

job at McLellanôs and opened the M & M Variety Store, 

located first at 706 Washington and by 1944 at 711 

Washington.  For the 100
th
 birthday of Grand Haven in 

1934 the 22-year old was asked to help expand the 

annual Coast Guard picnic. Although meant to be a one-

time event, the Coast Guard Festival evolved into an 

annual community observance. Bugielski managed the 

festivities with Glenn Eaton and Claude Ver Duin from 

1947 to 1981. The back office of his store served as the 

Coast Guard Festivalôs office from 1938 to 1981.  Chuck 

worked for the March of Dimes for 20 years, led the 

Community Chest Fund, and belonged to the Chamber 

of Commerce, Rotary, and Eagles. 

In 1936 Chuck married Grace, the daughter of Herman 

and Ida Teunis.  Grace, born on September 1, 1911, 

became a lteacher in the Grand Haven and Spring Lake 

school systems and retired in the 1970s.  The Bugielskis 

had a daughter and two sons: Nancy Hanavan of 

Buffalo, Charles of Grand Haven, and Michael of San 

Diego.  Grace died October 18, 1988 at their home at 

18837 North Fruitport Road.  Chuck died on August 19, 

1996, and he and his wife were buried at Spring Lake 

Cemetery.  [Tribune obituaries, October 19, 1988 and 

August 20, 1996, Tribune article, October 22, 1990.] 

Zygmunt [Zigmund] Bugieleski  [1886-1973] 

Zygmunt Bugielski was born in Krosno, Poland on 

September 28, 1886.  He married Karoline 

[Carolyn/Caroline] A. Lucek in New Jersey in May, 

1911. Three years later they left New Jersey and moved 

to Grand Haven.  The family lived first in the 1300 block 

on Fulton, then at 1326 Franklin. Zygmunt was janitor in 

one of the churches.  Their children, all were born 

locally except Charles, who was born in New Jersey in 

1912  The others were Edward, who was born in 1914 

and died in 1974; Marian Lynch, who was born on 

February 11, 1916, became a nurse; married John W. 

Lynch in Norman, Oklahoma in 1943, and died in Grand 

Rapids on July 7, 2010; Joseph, who drowned in 1925 at 

age six; and William, an aeronautical engineer, who was 

born about 1921 and died in 1980.  The family attended 

the First Reformed Church of Grand Haven. Zygmunt 

died in 1973.  Karoline, who was born in Krosno, Poland 

on October 31, 1890, immigrated to New Jersey in 1904.  

She died in Grand Haven on October 16, 1993. 

Clarence H. Buhl  [1865ï1926] 

Coal yards were a common necessity in the early 1900s.  

Clarence Buhl, who was born in Michigan in 1865, 

operated such a yard at the ñfoot of Monroeò in Grand 

Haven.  He also offered freight service.  On October 12, 

1895 in Grand Haven, he married Anna L. Stickney.  

She was born in Wisconsin about 1878.  They lived at 

712 Sheldon.  An infant daughter, nine weeks old, died 

on April 12, 1904.  Clarence died about January 25, 

1926 and was buried at Lake Forest Cemetery with the 

unnamed infant daughter. 

Ralph J. Buit II  [1908-1976] 

Ralph Buit started Grand Office Supply on Beechtree 

with Gerry Botbyl in 1945.  Ralph was born on January 

2, 1908 and died in Spring Lake on December 21, 1976.  

He resided at 18917 Fruitport Road. 

John J. Bunker I  [1860-1935] 

John Bunker, born in April, 1860 in The Netherlands, 

married Ellis ñEllaò R., the daughter of John and Eliza 

More. Ella was born in June, 1859.  The Bunkers owned 

a 55-acre farm in Crockery Township.  John, who came 

to the United States in 1856, died in 1935 and was 

buried at Spring Lake Cemetery with his wife, who also 

died in 1935. Their children, all born in Michigan, were 

Albert, born in August, 1882; Kate, born in July, 1885; 

Eliza, born in August, 1891; Grace, born in November, 

1893; May, born in May, 1898; and John II, born in 

February, 1900. 

Isaac Burbank  [@1831-1903] 

Born in Kentucky about 1831, Isaac Burbank came to 

Crockery Township as a young man.  On May 13, 1861 

he traveled to Grand Rapids to enlist as Private in 

Company F of the 3
rd
 Michigan Infantry.  On January 7 

the next year Isaac was transferred to Company F of the 

Michigan 14
th
 Infantry.  He was promoted to Corporal 

and on December 7, 1861 to Sergeant.  He was mustered 

out on July 18, 1865 and became a member of the local 

post of the Grand Army of the Republic [G.A.R.]. 

Isaac was a carpenter by trade.  He married Madora 

McMahon [McMann], who by 1887 ran a candy and 

tobacco store on Savidge Street.  The two of them came 

to Ottawa County from Chicago and lived on a farm in 

Crockery Township in the Patchin area.  They had two 

daughters, including Frances T., who married Frank 

Rockenback of Muskegon, with whom the Burbanks 

later lived, and two sons, Charles W., who died August 

14, 1869 at the age of 16, and Richard E., who died 

November 6, 1899 at the age of 38.  Isaac resided at the 

Grand Rapids Soldiers Home in 1890.  He died in 

Muskegon on December 12, 1903.  Madora filed for a 

widowôs Civil War pension on December 28.  She was 

born in New York on June 15, 1836, died on February 6, 

1911, and was buried at Spring Lake Cemetery with her 

sons.  [Tribune obituary, December 12, 1903.] 

Matilda A. Young Burch  [1857- ?] 
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Matilda Burch operated a boarding house at 711 Clinton 

Street in Grand Haven in the early 1900s.  She was born 

in Canada [New York] in September, 1857.  Her 

husband, William Burch, died after 1887.  Their son, 

Raymond, was born in Canada in January, 1880.  On 

June 24, 1912 in Grand Haven, Matilda married Charles 

E. Gregg. 

Hubert Donald Burnside  [1898-1964] 

Hubert Burnside started the Atlas Crank Company in 

Detroit in 1935.  Three years later he moved the 

company to Spring Lake and occupied the former 

Ottawa Manufacturing building at 510 West Liberty.  

When the business was incorporated as Burnside 

Manufacturing in January, 1948, Hubert Burnside was 

President, and his son, Robert, was Vice President.  

Another son, Daniel H., later became Vice President and 

Sales Manager, and Danielôs wife, Donna, was named 

Secretary.  Daniel was born in 1933, and Donna, the 

daughter of Jacob and Bertha Boseker Fase, was born on 

April 13, 1935.  She died in Grand Haven on May 16, 

1990.  Daniel and Donna lived at 16209 Woodcrest in 

Spring Lake.  They had four children: Bruce, David, 

Brian, and Darcy, all of whom remained in the Spring 

Lake area.  Hubert, the father, was born on March 5, 

1898 and died on March 12, 1964.  He married Anna 

Liss, who was born in Germany on September 4, 1899 

and passed away on July 21, 1971.  Both were buried at 

Spring Lake Cemetery.  The company moved to Norton 

Shore in 1996. 

Robert D. Burnside  [1924-1994] 

Robert, the son of Hubert Burnside, was born on March 

27, 1924, died in Spring Lake on January 21, 1994, and 

was buried at Spring Lake Cemetery.  When the 

Burnside Manufacturing Company of Spring Lake was 

incorporated in January, 1948, Robert was Vice 

President.  He resided at 310 North Park, next at 203 

Maple Terrace, and later at 16160 Highland Drive, all in 

the Spring Lake area. 

Milton C. Burr  [1912-1988] 

Milton Burr was born on July 26, 1912.  At the age of 16 

he married Ruth A., the daughter of Martin and Abigail 

Bos of Grand Haven.  They resided first with Ruthôs 

parents at 518 Franklin and later at 1509 Sheldon Road.  

Their daughter, Mary Abigail, was born in January, 

1930.  Milton was Manager of a ñLetter Shopò [possibly 

a stationery store].  Ruth was born on April 13, 1912 and 

died in Grand Haven on November 30, 1985.  Milton 

died on March 28 three years later. 

Ezra M. Burton  [1891- ?] 

As early as 1930 Ezra Burton, a chiropractic physician 

maintained an office at 304 Washington.  Ezra was born 

in Muskegon, Michigan on December 7, 1891.  In 1917 

he was a draftsman residing with his wife, Mary, in 

Rock Island, Illinois.  Three years later they were living 

in Norton Township with their brother-in-law, Frank 

Padelt.  Mary, also a native of Michigan, was born 

January 3, 1893 and died in Grand Haven on December 

8, 1976.  They were married about 1917.  Their two 

children were Phyllis Mary, born about 1919, and Paul 

D., who lived from August 19, 1928 to March 30, 1972.  

The family resided at 108 Eighth Street where Mary also 

rented rooms. 

John B. Buss  [@1874-1946] 

Born in Illinois on April 28, 1874 or 1875, John Buss 

owned a saloon called ñJackôsò on the southeast corner 

of Division and Savidge Streets [226 West Savidge] in 

Spring Lake.  He married Elizabeth Becker in Chicago 

on November 28, 1904.  They had at least four children., 

all born in Michigan:  John, born in 1907; twins 

Gertrude and Marie, born in 1909; and Frances, born in 

1910.  Elizabeth was born about 1874 in Wisconsn.  Jack 

returned to his hometown of Chicago between 1920 and 

1930.  He died in Chicago on April 8, 1946. 

Lewis M. Bussey  [@1879-1929] 

From his office at 315 Washington in Grand Haven, 

Lewis Bussey in the early 1900s operated a real estate 

and insurance business with his father, William H. 

Bussey, under the name Bussey & Son.  Lewis and his 

wife, Maud, lived above the office. Lewis passed away 

in 1929.  William Busseyôs residence was listed in the 

1908 City Directory as Evanston, Illinois.  William, who 

was born about 1854, died about June 13, 1912.  

[Tribune obituary, June 13, 1912.] 

Henry William Buswell I  [1830-1897] 

Born in Essex County, New York on August 27 [8], 

1830, Henry was the son of Jacob and Almina Everest 

Buswell of New York.  Jacob, originally from 

Massachusetts, was a carpenter and joiner by 

occupation.  Henry was the eldest son of his motherôs 

second marriage.  After his fatherôs death, Henry and his 

mother moved to Ohio, where she died in 1865.  Henry 

then moved to Ottawa County.  In 1864 he formed a 

partnership with Charles E. Wyman and bought the 

Ferry Mill at the foot of Columbus Street in Grand 

Haven, renamed it Wyman & Buswell Sawmill, and 

began the production of pine lumber.  In 1878 Averill 

Cairns joined the firm as another partner. In 1884 the 

mill suffered a damaging fire and Henry retired from 

business.  However, by the following year he was part 

owner and President of the Grand Haven Broom 

Company.  He was a Director of the National Bank for 

several years, stockholder and Director of Dake Mfg. 

Company of Grand Haven, and President of the Grand 

Haven Match Company.  Formerly a Whig, he became a 

Republican.  He was member of Corinthian Chapter of 
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the Grand Haven Masons.  He belonged to the Unitarian 

Church. 

On January 28, 1860 Henry married Hannah L. Trotter 

in her hometown of Summit, Ohio.  They had two 

children, Forrest E., who lived from 1860 to 1917, and 

Florence E., who was born about 1862 in Ohio and 

married William Andres of Grand Haven on August 1, 

1888.  Hannah, who was born December 9, 1839, died 

on August 10, 1876, and was buried at Lake Forest 

Cemetery.  On March 3, ten years after his first wifeôs 

death, Henry married Ellen J. Cavanaugh of Grand 

Haven.  They had one child, Henry W. II, who was born 

in 1887 and relocated to Chicago.  The elder Buswell 

died on September 8, 1897 at his home at 312 Franklin 

Street from heart disease.  He was buried at Lake Forest 

Cemetery.  [Portrait and Biographical Record of 

Muskegon and Ottawa Counties Michigan, page 555, 

and Tribune obituary, September 12, 1897.] 

Edwin C. [Edward E.] Butts  [@1836- ?] 

The son of a farmer, Edwin Butts was born about 1836 

in Vermont and came to Grand Haven in 1873.  He took 

charge of the Cutler House Livery on Third Street in 

1875, and six years later he bought the business and 

operated it for himself.  His wife, Angeline, was born in 

Vermont about 1841.  They had a son, Frederick E. 

Butts, who was born in Vermont about 1866 and 

drowned near Grand Haven on August 29, 1876.  

Another son, Charles, was born about 1864, also in 

Vermont. 

William Butts  [ @1810- ?] 

William Butts, originally from Canada, was born about 

1810.  In 1835 he built a steam mill in Grand Haven, 

with William Hathaway as a partner.  Located near the 

site of the Grand Trunk Railroad Depot, later the Tri-

Cities Historical Museum, it was the first sawmill in the 

county.  The mill was soon sold to Nathan Throop and 

William Ferry.  On September 1, 1838 William, Butts, 

again with William Hathaway as partner, purchased 

approximately 234 acres in Sections 6 and 17 of 

Robinson Township.  Hiram Hathaway also was part of 

the transaction.  On May 1 the following year William 

bought 80 acres in Section 12 of Grand Haven 

Township. 

William Charles Buwalda I  [1856-1925] 

Born in The Netherlands in May, 1856 [1855], William 

Buwalda came to the United States in 1888.  He was an 

employee of the Challenge Refrigerator Company in the 

early 1900s.  Prior to that he worked at the tannery.  He 

and his wife, Susie, lived at 1214 Fulton.  Their children 

included William II, born on December 24, 1879; 

Lawrence, born in January, 1883; Reka, born in 

February, 1885; Rose, who was born in May, 1891 and 

married Claude Beukema of Grand Haven; Jacob, born 

in February, 1887; and Barney, born in September, 1889.  

The three oldest children were born in The Netherlands, 

the rest locally.  Will iam I died in 1925.  Susie, who was 

born in The Netherlands in September, 1858 [1860], 

passed away two years after her husband.  Both were 

buried at Lake Forest Cemetery.  They were members of 

the First Reformed Church of Grand Haven. 

William Byl I   [1876- ?] 

Born in Grand Haven on April 10, 1876, William Byl 

married Elizabeth, the daughter of Gerrit and Anna 

Ammaal Kamphuis.  Elizabeth was born in Michigan in 

1878, died in 1927, and was buried at Lake Forest 

Cemetery.  In the early 1900s the Byls resided at 406 

Jackson, and by 1918 they were located at 1003 Fulton. 

Their children, all born locally, were Elizabeth, who was 

born February 24, 1901 and died in Grand Haven on 

February 17, 1987; Margaret, born about 1903; Leonard 

W., who was born April 24, 1907 and died in Grand 

Haven on September 17, 1985; Gerrit E., who was born 

April 13, 1912, married Mae Boyink, and died in Grand 

Haven on November 14, 1995; and William II , born 

about 1917.  In 1918 WilliamI worked at Central 

Clothing House located at  224 Washington.  By 1920 he 

owned a retail clothing store in Grand Haven.  His 

parents were Leonard and Cornelia Byl, both born in 

The Netherlands, he in August, 1835 and she in 

December, 1850.  Leonard was a carpenter. 

Barney Bymhold  [1880-1969] 

Barney Bymhold, who was born in Michigan on June 5, 

1880, died in Grand Haven in May, 1969.  He married 

Gertrude Knoll Mulder in Zeeland on August 24, 1918.  

They lived at 322 Fulton Street.  They were members of 

the First Reformed Church of Grand Haven.  They raised 

at least two sons, Bernard and Dean Clarence, both of 

whom remained in Grand Haven. Barney in 1920 was 

employed at the Piano Factory, and ten years later he 

was a leather inspector at Eagle Ottawa.  Gertrude was 

born in Michigan about 1883. 

Bernard Bymhold  [1919-2002] 

Bernie, the son of Barney and Gertrude Knoll Mulder 

Bymhold, was born in Grand Haven on June 14, 1919.  

He married Kathryn Meeusen on June 17, 1943 in Grand 

Haven.  Kathryn was born on November 19, 1916 and 

died on December 8, 1988.  Bernie was an employee of 

Ottawa County, and retired as Maintenance Supervisor 

in 1988 after 34 years.  He was a member of the First 

Reformed Church, where he was Sunday school 

superintendent, and served as church custodian for four 

years.  Bernie and Kathryn had a daughter, Dawn Vink.  

Bernie died in Grand Haven on August 15, 2002, as a 

result of injuries from an automobile accident.  [Tribune 

obituary, August 17, 2002.] 
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Henry Bymhold [Bimholdt]  [1822-1904] 

Henry Bymhold was a gardener in Grand Haven.  His 

wife, Margaret, was born May 3, 1818 and died in Grand 

Haven on August 17, 1878.  Henry lived from June 11, 

1822 to August 22, 1904.  Both were buried at Lake 

Forest Cemetery.  They belonged to the First Reformed 

Church of Grand Haven. 

David J. Cable  [1843ï1930] 

Born in Redford, Michigan in November, 1843 [1842], 

David Cable moved to Grand Haven in 1868.  He had a 

small farm in Section 32 of Grand Haven Township, just 

south of the city, but prior to his retirement in 1920 he 

worked at Dake Engine Company.  He was a member of 

the Presbyterian Church for 30 years.  David also was an 

amateur poet.  In 1915 he published a book title Poems 

on Various Subjects, including one titled ñRosy Mound.ò  

In 1874 David married Cynthia Wilcox in Muskegon on 

July 5, 1874.  Born in October, 1851 [1854], she died 

about December 31, 1916.  By the early 1900s the 

family was located at 601 Sheldon.  The Cables had four 

children, all born in Michigan: Archie, who was born 

about 1875; Arthur, who was born April 16, 1875, 

moved to Kokomo, Indiana, and died in June, 1965; 

Grace Barney, who was born in June, 1879 and died 

March 28, 1928; Herbert, who was born on May 11, 

1880 and moved to Van Nuys, California, where he died 

in September, 1969; Sanford, who was born about 1881; 

George, who was born on September 22, 1882 and died 

in Muskegon on July 14, 1972; and Bert, born in June, 

1886.  On June 17, 1922 in Grand Haven, David married 

Susie M. Wright.  They resided at 428 North Seventh 

Street.  Susie died about October 19, 1930.  David died 

passed away on November 11, 1930 and was buried at 

Lake Forest Cemetery with his Cynthia and Susie.  

[Tribune obituary, November 12, 1930.] 

Averille Thomas Cairns  [1846ï1912] 

Born in 1846, Averille Thomas Cairns, a Canadian, 

came to Grand Haven in 1868 as a lumber inspector.  He 

generally went by the name Thomas rather than Averille.  

In 1878 he was one of the principals in the Wyman & 

Cairns Lumber Company, dealing in logs, lumber, and 

shingles.  When Dake Engine Company was formed in 

1887, Thomas was named its first Vice President.  He 

was one of the original incorporators of the Highland 

Park Association in 1886.  He died about June 12, 1912.  

He married Flora Delcina Darling in Grand Rapids on 

May 23, 1868.  Flora, a native of New York, lived from 

October, 1845 to 1923 and was buried at Lake Forest 

Cemetery with her husband.  Their daughter, Cora, was 

born in May, 1869 and married James H. Safford of 

Grand Haven.  Other children were Ada P., who was 

born in 1871 and married George W. Lilley, a Grand 

Haven optician; Pearly I., born in January, 1882; Flora, 

born on May 8, 1883; Florence E., born in December, 

1886; and Robert L., born in February, 1887.  All the 

children were born locally. 

Edward B. Caldwell  [@1860- ?] 

Shortly before 1910 Robert Ferris sold thirty acres of his 

ñWillowsò property in Section 2 of Spring Lake 

Township to Edward B. Caldwell.  Edward and his wife, 

Ada M., constructed a home on the site.  Both Edward 

and Ada were born in Michigan, he around 1860 and she 

four years later.  Their daughter Elizabeth was born 

about 1885 and resided with them.  By 1920 Edward and 

Ada were residing in Tulare County, California and ten 

years later they were living in Beverly Hills, California. 

William J. Caldwell   [1851- ?] 

Not long after 1900 William J. and Esther M. Caldwell 

left Jackson, Michigan and purchased a 120-acre farm in 

Section 2 of Spring Lake Township in the early 1900s.  

The couple named their country estate Oakhurst.  In the 

1910 census William was listed as a farmer running a 

farm resort.  Shortly after 1912 the Caldwells sold some 

of their acreage to Paul F. and Ida Markoff and another 

parcel to the Welch family, but retained the two-story 

frame home, barn, and other outbuildings that stood near 

the shores of Spring Lake.  By 1918 the Caldwell estate 

had diminished to 20 acres.  William was born in 

Michigan in January, 1851.  Esther was born in New 

York in November, 1855.  By 1930 William was a 

widower, still residing at Oakhurst. 

Charles ñWintò H. Calkins  [1853-1935] 

Charles Calkins and his wife, Emma J., resided at 100 

South Sixth Street in 1930, but at another time they also 

lived at 1422 Pennoyer.  On January 24, 1929 the Grand 

Haven Tribune reported that Charles owned and played a 

Stradivarius violin, an instrument that had been in his 

family for three generations.  In 1930 Charles was 

employed at a Grand Haven candy store.  The Calkinsôs 

daughter, Mabel, who lived from June, 1880 to 1921, 

married Peter De Boe of Grand Haven.  Peter owned a 

confectionery in downtown Grand Haven. Charles lived 

from April, 1853 to 1935 and Emma from June, 1857 

[1855] to 1935.  Both were buried at Lake Forest 

Cemetery. 

John W. Callister [Calister/Collister]  [1831ï1897] 

John Callister was born on the Isle of Man, England on 

May 9, 1831.  He immigrated to Cleveland in 1849, 

where he lived for several years before moving to 

Detroit.  During the Civil War, he worked for the U.S. 

Government as a shipôs carpenter, a trade he had 

followed since 1847.  John came to Grand Haven from 

Detroit in 1866 and became part owner and Foreman of 

the Kirby Shipyard. By the early 1870s he had his own 

ship building business.  He built a number of vessels for 
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Thomas Kirby, John Zietlow, Michigan Barge 

Company, and other local businessmen.  [See Directory 

of Businesses for a listing of Callisterôs ships.] 

In 1859 John married Eliza [Elizabeth] Shimmin, who 

was born about 1841 in England.  The couple was 

residing in Detroit in 1860.  John and Eliza had two 

children, William [Walter] H., who was born in 

Michigan in July, 1862, married Lucy Luikens in Grand 

Haven on May 12, 1882, and moved to Cleveland, where 

he died on January 9, 1932; and Eliza E., who married a 

Mr Quay.  Lucy, the daughter of John and Sarah vanden 

Berg Luikens of Grand Haven, was born on December 

26, 1868.  After Williamôs death, she returned to Grand 

Haven, and joined her brother-in-law, Charles Reghel, as 

co-owner of the KarmelKorn shop and restaurant at 110 

Washington.  Lucy died in Grand Haven on March 2, 

1944.  Eliza, the mother, died in 1864, and John then 

married Anne Cannell of Warrensville, Ohio, in 

December, 1873.  She was born on the Isle of Man about 

1833 and died December 28, 1902.  The Callisters were 

members of St. Johnôs Episcopal Church in Grand 

Haven and lived at 626 Clinton.  John was a Mason and 

a member of the Royal Arcanum.  He died September 2, 

1897.  [Tribune obituary, September 4, 1897.] 

William [Walter] H. Callister [Collister]  [1862 -1932] 

William, the son of John and Eliza [Elizabeth] Shimmin 

Callister, was born in July, 1862.  He married Lucy 

Luikens in Grand Haven on May 12, 1882. Lucy, the 

daughter of John and Sarah vanden Berg Luikens of 

Grand Haven, was born on December 26, 1868.  After 

Williamôs parentsô died, he and Lucy moved into the 

family home on Clinton before relocating to Cleveland, 

Ohio, where he died on January 9, 1932.  William was a 

shipôs carpenter. After Williamôs death, Lucy returned to 

Grand Haven, where she died on March 2, 1944.  Lucyôs 

sister Nettie was residing with them in Cleveland when 

she died on January 6, 1902. 

James D. Cameron  [1841- ?] 

James, the son of John and Ann Cameron, was born in 

Canada in 1841.  Soon after arriving in this area in 1878, 

James purchased an 80-acre farm in Section 14 of 

Robinson Township, where he raised livestock.  His 

wife, Mary, died before 1920, and James after 1920.  

The Camerons were still residing on their farm in 1918.  

James was buried at Robinson Township Cemetery, but 

no dates were cited. 

Russell Walton Camfield  [1900-1947] 

Russell Camfield, who founded Camfield Manufacturing 

in Grand Haven in 1937, died on August 9, 1947 at the 

age of 46 and was buried at Spring Lake Cemetery.  He 

was born in Springfield, Illinois on October 12, 1900.  

When he was 16 he joined the Navy and served in 

England, where he became adept at communications. 

After the war he was assigned to the Great Lakes Naval 

Training Station near Chicago.  Later he became Chief 

Engineer for E. T. Cunningham, Inc., in Illinois.  Russell 

was in his second year as President of the Spring Lake 

Country Club when he fell and fractured a kneecap.  

That led to the blood clot that ended his life.  Camfield 

Manufacturing was well known for its toasters and other 

products for the home.  After Russellôs death his wife, 

Marie [Marion], continued to reside in the family home 

at 216 North Buchanan in Spring Lake.  They had at 

least one son, Stephen.  Marie lived passed away on 

October 7, 1952 and was buried with her husband. 

Louis Campau  [1791-1871] 

Born in Detroit on August 11, 1791, Louis Campau, a 

fur trader who spoke French and English, was best 

known for being the first settler in Grand Rapids and for 

his ability to trade with the Indians.  Louis arrived in the 

Grand River Valley in the spring of 1826.  His first wife 

died in Saginaw, and his second wife, Sophie de Marsac, 

was born in Detroit on September 25, 1807 and died on 

July 31, 1869, only two years before Louisôs death.  

They were married in Detroit on August 9, 1825.  

Louisôs brother, Toussaint, had a trading post in Grand 

Haven at the ñLower Diggings,ò the present Government 

Pond, which Louis bought in July, 1834, for $350.  

Louis built a warehouse on the site.  Toussaint married 

Emily Marsac, Sophieôs sister, in Grand Rapids on 

November 27, 1834, which according to Lydens was the 

first Catholic wedding ceremony in the area.  Louis died 

April 13, 1871. 

Archibald Campbell I  [1860-1936] 

Born in Markham, Ontario on February 12, 1860, 

Archibald Campbell came to the Grand Haven area at 

age 19 with five other men.  He was a foundry man and 

in the early 1890s with Edward Gillen he established a 

foundry to fabricate parts for Dake Engine Company. 

The company, called Gillen & Campbell, was located at 

the corner of Seventh and Monroe. Dake Engine owed 

Campbellôs firm some money.  In early 1900 Johnston 

Boiler of Ferrysburg bought out all the stockholders of 

the Dake Engine Company except James P. Armstead.  

In 1905 when Dake Engine and Archieôs company were 

merged, Thomas B. Johnston became President, his son 

John F. Johnston was Treasurer, and Campbell was Vice 

President.  Armstead was named Secretary and General 

Manager.  Archie, a staunch Democrat, was Mayor of 

Grand Haven from 1909 to 1911.  He became President 

of Dake Engine Company from 1924 to 1936.  He was a 

Mason, member of the Order of Eastern Star, Spring 

Lake Country Club, Stag Club, and Elks. 

On October 11, 1887 Archie married Ida L. Andres, who 

was born in July, 1867 and died about March 11, 1951.  
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Ida was the daughter of Ernest and Ida Andres of Grand 

Haven.  For years the Campbells lived at 225 Franklin 

Street in Grand Haven, in a place that became known as 

the ñCampbell House.ò  Their children were Agnes L., 

born in April, 1895; Esther M., who was born in 

October, 1897 and taught at Social Studies at Grand 

Haven High School from 1923 to 1963; Archibald 

Andres, who was born in Grand Haven on November 5 

1904 and became General Manager of Dake Engine 

Company; and Kenneth, born about 1908.  Archie II and 

Kenneth, like their father, worked for Dake Engine 

Company.  Archie I died in Grand Haven from a heart 

attack on December 4, 1936 and was buried at Lake 

Forest Cemetery.  [Tribune obituary, December 5, 

1936.] 

Benjamin R. Campbell I  [1833- ?] 

Benjamin R. Campbell I made shoes and boots at a shop 

near the Grand Trunk Depot in Spring Lake, not far from 

his home.  The railway depot was located near the 

northwest corner of Savidge and Cutler Streets, and 

Benjaminôs shop likely was on Savidge Street, or State 

Street, as it was then known.  Benjamin was born in 

Canada in August, 1833.  While in Canada, he married 

Emily Hill [Emilie/Emma], who was born in Haiti in 

January, 1835.  Emily was three when she immigrated to 

the United States.  Benjamin married Emily Hill in 

Canada about 1854.  They came to the United States in 

1865, settling in Spring Lake.  They were charter 

members of the Spring Lake Baptist Church, founded on 

December 7, 1867.  The coupleôs children, listed in the 

1870 census were  Charles, born in March, 1856 [1857]; 

Mary J., born in June, 1858, Emily, born about 1862; 

Annie [Anna] E., born about 1866; and Benjamin II, 

who was born on April 28, 1867 and died of peritonitis 

in Spring Lake on February 8, 1883.  Later arrivals were 

Thomas, who died on September 12, 1871 as a six-

month old infant; and William Edward, who died on 

August 25, 1873, a little over a year old.  Charles, Mary, 

and Emily were born in Canada, the others were born 

locally.  Benjamin II was one of six members of the first 

class to graduate from a fully graded school [1 through 

8] in Spring Lake in 1881.  Benjamin II, Thomas, and 

William were buried at Spring Lake Cemetery.  In 1870 

Benjamin was doing well enough to afford hiring a 

domestic servant.  In 1880 Benjaminôs mother, Jane, was 

living with the family, but son Charles had disappeared.  

Jane was born in Virginia about 1810.  In 1877 

Benjamin I was included in R. L. Polkôs Michigan 

Business Directory as a shoemaker in Spring Lake, and 

ten years later he was listed in R. G. Dun & Co., Registry 

Mercantile Reference Book for 1887, again as a 

shoemaker and still in Spring Lake.  [Kitchel, p. 96.]  

However, Benjamin is not included in the 1893 Business 

Compendium, making it likely that he had left Spring 

Lake by then.  A newspaper article reported, ñThe 

[Campbell] family moved to Detroit thirty years ago and 

have all passed away except the oldest daughter, Mary . . 

. .  Mr Campbell died 12 years ago and Mrs Campbell 

three years previously.  Miss Mary, who never visited 

here during those thirty years, motored from Detroit, 

accompanied by Benj. F. Campbell, No. 3, and a niece, 

and was greatly delighted in meeting childhood 

acquaintances here on Monday.ò  [Kitchel, p. 185.]  The 

article, apparently taken from the Grand Haven Tribune, 

is not dated, but appears to have been written about 

1920.  The same article noted that Dwight Cutler, one of 

Grand Havenôs leaders, continued buying his boots from 

Benjamin, even after the boot maker had moved to 

Detroit and ñlong after shoes came in vogue.ò 

Benjamin I continued in the shoe making business after 

his move to Detroit, but the date and place of his death 

was not determined.  The Benjamin III referred to in the 

newspaper article was born on December 29, 1892 in 

Detroit.  He was the son of Charles and Julia Campbell.  

On November 14, 1889 in Wayne County Charles 

married Julia A. Bush [Bresch].  The Campbells in 1900 

remained in Detroit, where Charles worked as a barber.  

The 1900 census showed Charles and Julia had three 

children, all born in Detroit:  Nellie A., born in October, 

1891; Benjamin, who was born on December 29, 1892; 

and Charles H., who was born on November 7, 1895.  

The census taker that year spelled the family name 

Campell and Benjamin as Bengaman.  This ñBengamanò 

is referred to as Benjamin No. 3 in the undated 

newspaper article.  In 1910 he was living in Detroit with 

his widowed mother, Julia, and his brother, Charles.  

Julia at the time of the census was working as a hair 

dresser and 50 years old.  On June 21, 1920 in Detroit, 

Benjamin III married Alice Jones.  Mary J. Campbell 

was unmarried and still residing in Detroit in 1930.  No 

more information about the Campbells was found after 

1930, except that Benjamin III died in Detroit in March, 

1980.  The Campells were an African American family. 

Esther Campbell  [1897-1967] 

Among their other children, Archie and Ida Andres 

Campbell had a daughter Esther.  She was born on 

October 11, 1897 and died on November 11, 1967 in 

Grand Haven.  She taught history, Spanish, and English 

at Grand Haven High School from 1923 to 1963. 

Leon Joel Campbell  [1884-1965] 

Born on September 12, 1884 at Eagle, Wyoming 

County, New York, Leon was the son of William A. and 

Cora B. Austin Campbell.  William was born in New 

York State in 1861 and married Cora Austin in July 4, 

1882.  Also a native of New York, Cora was born on 

April 18, 1862.  The family moved to Big Rapids, 

Michigan in 1886 and later relocated to Muskegon. 
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Leon graduated from high school in Paris, Michigan, and 

worked for Eckerman Drug Store in Muskegon for four 

years.  On April 5, 1906 he married Margaret Hoffman, 

born on December 15, 1884 in Muskegon.  She joined 

her husband in Spring Lake in 1907, a year after they 

were married.  She was the daughter of Jacob and 

Maartje Hoffman, both natives of The Netherlands.  In 

1906 Leon started work in a drugstore at 208 West 

Savidge, owned by Felix Perl.  Leon purchased the 

bankrupt business about 1908 with E. L. Reinecke as his 

partner.  Reinecke moved to Port Huron and Campbell 

became sole owner, operating under the name Campbell 

Pharmacy.  In 1923 Leon paid Julia Falls, Andrewôs 

widow, $3,500 for the property at 200 West Savidge, at 

that time the site of Spencerôs Grocery, and moved his 

business there.  He sold the business in 1948 to Clarence 

Eshleman. 

The Campbells had two children, Dana A., who was 

born January 30, 1916 and married Rena Vandersys, and 

William Arthur, born January 13, 1926.  Leon served for 

eight years on the Spring Lake Village Council and 

belonged to a number of organizations, including Blue 

Lodge, Free & Accepted Masons, Grand Haven 

Chamber of Commerce, the Spring Lake Country Club, 

the Rotary Club, and the Yacht Club.  He passed away in 

Spring Lake on November 19, 1965 and was buried at 

Spring Lake Cemetery.  Margaret died on November 30, 

1970 and was buried with her husband. 

Elmer Campbell  [1908-1979] and Marie Viebrock 

Campbell  [1915-1999] 

Born in Ferrysburg on September 23, 1915, Marie was 

the daughter of Martin and Anna De Witt Viebrock.  She 

married Elmer Campbell in 1931.  He was born on 

January 31, 1908, died in Spring Lake on November 24, 

1979, and was buried at Spring Lake Cemetery.  Marie 

was a seamstress for the Kiddie Kover Company in 

Grand Haven, which operated from 1929 to 1953.  She 

was a member of the Presbyterian Church of Spring 

Lake.  She and her husband had one daughter, Betty 

Ann, who married Harry Silvers of Spring Lake.  Marie 

passed away on January 7, 1999 and was buried with her 

husband. 

Leland E. Cannon  [1918-2001] 

Leland was born in Kalamazoo on November 4, 1918, 

the son of Percy G. and Gertrude Hensley Cannon.  On 

August 2, 1940, he married Ethel Victoria Masselink. 

Cannon was an advertising sales representative for the 

Muskegon Chronicle.  In 1947 the Cannons bought the 

Hatton home at 482 Sheldon Terrace, which they owned 

for 53 years. In 1995 Cannon and his wife drove to 

Rolla, Missouri, where he was to undergo treatment for 

colon cancer.  His son-in-law was the surgeon.  While in 

Missouri, Ethel contracted shingles and died on January 

16, 1997, after more than a year in the hospital.  Because 

of his health problems, Lee was unable to return to 

Grand Haven and remained with his daughter Vicki in 

Rolla.  In the summer of 2000 he decided to sell the 

home to Scott Bekins and auction off its contents.  He 

died in Rolla on February 1, 2001.  The Cannons had 

been married more than 55 years. 

Coppins Carew  [1907-1989] 

In 1928 Robert and Gertrude Carew owned and operated 

the Grand Haven Chicken Inn at 22 South Beechtree 

Street in Grand Haven.  Robert was born in Alabama 

about 1870 and Gertrude in the same state about seven 

years later.  Among their children, all born in Alabama, 

were Helen, born about 1894; Ruth, born about 1897; 

Samuel, born about 1900; Gertrude Jr. [sic], who was 

born on August 16, 1902 and died of pneumonia in 

Norton Township on January 4, 1935; Rosseveldt [sic], 

born about 1906; Coppins, born on February 13, 1907; 

Theresa, born about 1910, and Benjamen [sic] born 

about 1913.  The Carew family was living in Jefferson 

County, Alabama in 1910.  Robert was working as a 

preacher at that time.  They moved to Iowa about 1914 

and later to Minneapolis.  By 1930 they had moved their 

local restaurant business to a vacant building at 10 

Franklin Street.  The name of the family business 

continued to be the Grand Haven Chicken Inn., with 

Robert and Gertrude as managers.  Rosseveldt was the 

buyer for the new restaurant, Theresa was the second 

chef, and Benjamen was a waiter.  Helen was 

unemployed.  The family resided in Muskegon in 1928, 

but by 1930 it was included in the Grand Haven census 

and living at 12 Franklin, now the site of Tip A Few 

tavern.  By 1932 the Carews had relocated to Norton 

Township in Muskegon County, where they operated 

another restaurant, also called Chicken Inn.  Robert died 

before 1935.  The Carew family sold the Grand Haven 

business about 1941 to Kathryn Fons.  According to an 

article in the Tribune, Coppins Carew started the 

Chicken Inn.  He married Adelaide [Adelaise] Fox, who 

was born in Minnesota in 1911 and married Coppins 

when she was 16.  They lived at 819 Washington Street 

in Grand Haven in 1930.  The next year their residence 

was located at 821 Bignell Court in Grand Haven 

Township.  Living with them was a son, Coppins II, who 

was born in Minnesota about 1928, and a daughter, 

Juanita, born in Michigan about February, 1930.  In 

1930 Coppins was a waiter at the Ferry Hotel in 

downtown Grand Haven.  Coppinsôs brother Ben was a 

member of an orchestra that played at the Ferry Hotel.  

Coppinsôs and Adelaideôs son, Coppins St. John Carew, 

was killed in a sledding accident in Grand Rapids on 

January 10, 1941.  The boy was 12 years old.  The older 

Coppins passed away in Grand Rapids on September 26, 

1989.  Adelaide died in Grand Rapids on November 12, 
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2006.  [Tribune obituaries, January 5, 1935 and January 

10, 1941.] 

Alfred X. Carey [Cary]  [1811-1882] 

Alfred was born in Kent, Rhode Island, on March 28, 

1811, the son of Dr. Joseph and Ruby Ann Carey.  In 

1833 he married Sarah Musdirk.  In Michigan Alfred 

Carey was Captain of the 127 foot Algoma, which 

operated between Grand Rapids and Grand Haven 

beginning in 1848.  Alfred was listed as one of the 

Catholic families in the Grand Rapids City Directory for 

1859.  That same year he was listed as Proprietor of a 

flour and produce company in the same city. Alfred died 

August 6, 1882.  Sarah lived from 1812 to 1890.  They 

both were buried at Fulton Street Cemetery in Grand 

Rapids. 

James H. Carey  [1851- ?] 

Born in Hillsdale County, Michigan, on July 22, 1851, 

James Carey arrived in Olive Township in 1861.  There 

he later operated a sawmill and became sole owner of a 

large sawmill at Olive Center, where he also was Town 

Clerk.  On May 26, 1875 he married Cora Lyon, who 

was born in Medina County, Ohio, on August 11, 1857.  

They had one child, Herbert W., born March 6, 1877.  

By 1876 James owned a 40-acre farm in Section 8 of 

Olive Township. 

John Ward Carey  [1925-1991] 

Born May 11, 1925 in Lansing to Glen and Pearl Carey, 

John served in the Navy during WWII . He was 

employed as President and CEO of the Credit Bureau of 

North Ottawa County from 1955 to 1975.  He served as 

a systems analyst, worked for Coastal Real Estate for 

two years, and managed Spring Lake Yacht Club for 

several years.  He was a member of the First 

Presbyterian Church, the Masons, Elks and V.F.W.  On 

November 27, 1946 he married Joyce E. King in Lapeer, 

Michigan.  Joyce was born April 6, 1926 and died in 

Grand Haven on February 25, 1993.  Their children were 

Nancy, who married Gary Sudy of Grand Haven; 

Patricia, who married Dwayne Avery of Ravenna; 

Randolph, who moved to Hawaii; and Timothy.  John 

died January 30, 1991.  [Tribune obituary, January 31, 

1991.] 

Anthony ñGusò Carowitz  [1918-1983] 

Born in Grand Rapids on March 27, 1918, Gus Carowitz 

moved to the Grand Haven area after serving in the 

Army during WWII.  He was owner of Turkôs 

Restaurant in Nunica for 30 years.  He was a member of 

St. Maryôs Catholic Church, American Legion, Elks, 

V.F.W., Disabled Veterans, Sacred Heart Society in 

Grand Rapids, St. Isidoreôs Benevolent Society in Grand 

Rapids, and the Spring Lake Vets Club.  Gus married 

Della Kulik, who was born on May 10, 1916 and died in 

April, 1966.  He then married Dorothy Ringgold.  His 

children included Susan, who married Joseph Stalec of 

Spring Lake; Kay of Houston, Texas; a stepdaughter, 

Judy Hoopfer, who lived at 112 Lake Street in Spring 

Lake; and a stepson, Jay Howard De Jonge II of 

Zeeland, who lived from January 21, 1930 to March 26, 

1994.  Gus died on April 20, 1983.  Dorothy, who was 

born on February 6, 1921, died in Grand Rapids on 

January 28, 1987.  [Tribune obituary, April 21, 1983.] 

Michael C. Carpenter  [1829-1909] 

Born in Ireland on November 1, 1829, Michael 

Carpenter was one of Nunicaôs earliest settlers in 1855 

[1858].  He had a farm in Section 15 of Crockery 

Township, on the south boundary of Nunica, where he 

also ran a boarding house and sold groceries and other 

items.  In 1881 he took over management of the National 

Hotel on the southeast corner of Columbus and Water 

[Harbor] Streets in Grand Haven, but maintained his 

farm.  After Michael died on March 22, 1909, William 

Carpenter held title to his 76-acre farm.  Michaelôs wife, 

Ann, was born in Ireland in 1835 and died April 22, 

1908 at her home in Nunica. Their five children were all 

born in Michigan, including a son, William, born in 

February, 1868. 

Frederick M. Carr  [1874-1898] 

Frederick Carr, a Coopersville resident, died in 1898 at 

Fort McPherson, Georgia of typhoid fever.  He was one 

of several members of Company F of the 32
nd

 Michigan, 

out of Grand Haven, who came down with typhoid.  

They were in training for the Spanish-American War.  

He was born in 1874. 

Coppins Carew [Carewe]  [1907-1989] 

In 1928 Robert and Gertrude Carew owned and operated 

the Grand Haven Chicken Inn at 22 South Beechtree in 

Grand Haven.  Robert was born about 1870 and 

Gertrude about 1877.  Among their children were Helen, 

born about 1894; Gertrude, who was born in Pratt City, 

Alabama on August 16, 1902 and died of pneumonia in 

Norton Township on January 4, 1935; Rosseveldt [sic], 

born about 1906, Coppins, born in Iowa on February 13, 

1907; Theresa, about 1910, and Benjamen [sic] about 

1913.  The Carew family moved to Iowa about 1914 and 

later to Minneapolis.  By 1930 the business had moved 

to 10 Franklin Street, at that time a vacant building.  The 

name of the family business continued to be the Grand 

Haven Chicken Inn., with Robert and Gertrude as 

managers.  Rosseveldt was the buyer for the new 

restaurant, Theresa was the second chef, and Benjamen 

was a waiter.  Helen was unemployed.  The family 

resided in Muskegon in 1928, but by 1930 was included 

in the Grand Haven census as living at 12 Franklin.  By 

1932 the Carews had relocated to Norton Township in 

Muskegon County, where they operated another 
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restaurant, also called Chicken Inn.  Robert died before 

1935.  The Carew family sold the Grand Haven business 

about 1941 to Kathryn Fons. 

In 1930 Coppins was a waiter at the Ferry Hotel in 

Grand Haven.  Coppins and his brother Ben formed a 

dance team for a brief time, but Ben, who played the 

drums, became a member of the orchestra that played at 

the Ferry Hotel.  According to an article in the Tribune, 

Coppins started the Chicken Inn.  He and his wife, 

Adelaide [Adalaide/Adelaise], lived at 819 Washington 

Street in Grand Haven in 1930.  The next year their 

residence was located at 821 Bignell Court.  Adelaide 

was born in Minnesota about 1912 and married Coppins 

when she was 16.  Coppins took dancing lessons from 

Bojangles [Bill Robinson, 1878-1949], and he, in turn, 

taught Adelaide.  The two of them danced on Mississippi 

showboats and in night clubs in Chicago and elsewhere.  

Coppins and Adelaide had a son, Coppins St. John 

Carew, who was born in Minnesota about 1928, and a 

daughter, Juanita, born in Michigan about February, 

1930.  Coppins II was killed in a sledding accident in 

Grand Rapids on January 10, 1941.  The older Coppins 

passed away in Grand Rapids on September 26, 1989.  

Adelaide died in Grand Rapids on November 12, 2006.  

[Tribune obituaries, January 5, 1935 and January 10, 

1941.] 

Fred M. Carter  [? - ?] 

Fred Carter was Treasurer of the Milliman 

Manufacturing Company, which started operations in 

1907 at the corner of Howard and Water Street [Harbor 

Drive].  He lived in Chicago.  The company offered 

millwork and interior finishes. 

David Carver  [? -1848] 

In 1836 [1835] David Carver came to Grand Haven from 

Chicago, where in 1833 he started that areaôs first 

lumber business.  He brought Clark Albee with him.  In 

Grand Haven, David went into the forwarding and 

commission business.  When the business went bankrupt 

in the financial depression of 1836-37, David left the 

area.  Albee was clerk at Davidôs warehouse and dock 

on Harbor Drive.  David did not marry.  He and Dr. 

Sydney Williams shared a residence at 225 Franklin [Lot 

222] in Grand Haven, and Carver also was credited with 

building a home at 108 South First Street.  David and 

Alonzo L. White were Proprietor of the Town of 

Charleston, Ottawa County, platted in 1836.  According 

to Franklin Everett [Memorials of the Grand River 

Valley], David died in Colorado in 1848 while part of 

John Fremontôs third expedition. 

Abel Casemier [Cazmier]  [1855-1905] 

Abel Casemier was listed in the 1893 Compendium as  a 

gardener [under Able Cazermier] and in the 1900 census 

as a farmer.  A native of The Netherlands, he lived from 

May, 1855 to December 17, 1905 and his wife, Johanna, 

also from The Netherlands, lived from August, 

1851[1853] to 1932.  They immigrated to the United 

States in 1882. Both were buried at Lake Forest 

Cemetery.  Among their children, all born in Michigan, 

were Jennie, born in July, 1883; Mary, born in 

December, 1884; Martin, who was born on January 10, 

1886, died in 1938, and was buried at Lake Forest 

Cemetery; Sena, born in April, 1888; Henry I, born on 

October 24, 1890; Ida, born in May, 1893; and John, 

born in September 8, 1896.  The family resided at 1121 

Fulton. 

Henry Casemier [Cazmier] I  [1890-1974] 

Henry, the son of Abel and Johanna Casemier, was born 

in Grand Haven on October 24, 1890.  His first job was 

driving a wagon to deliver groceries, but eventually he 

started Henry Casemier Super Market at 708 

Washington.  He married Johanna [Nana/Nora] 

Boomgart in Grand Haven on June 25, 1913.  She was 

born in Michigan about 1891.  Their children included 

Marjorie A., born about 1915; Donald C., born about 

1916; Dorothy, who was born about 1919 and married 

Paul Boyink of Grand Haven; June L., born about 1920; 

Ruth, who was born on February 6, 1921 and married 

Eugene Rothi of Grand Haven; Betty I., born about 

1925; Henry II, who was born May 27, 1926, took over 

management of the stores, and died in Spring Lake on 

November 4, 1995; Recilla, born about October, 1927; 

and Marvin J., who was born about 1931 and became a 

partner in the family business.  The Casemier residence 

was located at 1027 Washington in 1920, at 618 Fulton 

around 1930, later at 1121 Fulton, and then at 1825 

Waverly.  Nana passed away about Febraury 23, 1952 

and buried at Lake Forest Cemetery.  In March, 1953 

Henry married Bertha Kraai, the widow of Mennow 

Smith.  Bertha was born on June 8, 1889.  Henry I died 

on August 2, 1974 in Grand Haven and was buried at 

Lake Forest.  [Tribune article, ñBoyinks To Celebrate 

50
th
,ò December 19, 1990.] 

Jay Richard Casemier  [1934-2004] 

In 1961 Jay Casemier, then a pharmacist at Steinerôs 

Drugstore at 136 Washington, purchased Presleyôs 

Drugstore at 700 Washington.  Two years later he 

moved his pharmacy business to the Meijer complex at 

430 North Beacon, where he operated under the name 

Casemier Pharmacy until the chain store bought the 

business in 1975.  He next purchased and operated 

Bunteôs Pharmacy in downtown Holland until 1989.  He 

then joined the D & W grocery store chain, and was 

Manager at the Grand Haven D & W until he transferred 

to the Norton Shores store.  Jay, the son of John and 

Jessie Ver Duin Casemier, was born in Grand Haven on 

April 27, 1934.  He married Carolyn Ferguson in 
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Kalamazoo on May 7, 1960.  Jay, who had a real estate 

license, served with the North Ottawa Board of Realtors, 

and he was a member of Christ Community Church, the 

Tri-Cities Chamber of Commerce, the Spring Lake 

Country Club, and the West Michigan Pharmacists 

Association, where he once served as President.  Jay 

died in Spring Lake on January 14, 2004 and was buried 

at Lake Forest Cemetery.  He and Carolyn had three 

daughters:  Cyndi, who married Robert Johnson of 

Berlin, Vermont; Cammie, who married David 

Heatherington of Spring Lake; and Christi, who married 

Tom Lindow of Westerville, Ohio.  The family resided 

at 13668 Lakeshore Drive.  [Tribune obituary, January 

15, 2004.] 

John Casemier  [1896-1971] 

In 1927 John Casemier started in business by opening 

Casemier Food Market at 1322 Washington, in a store 

later occupied by the Fred Strahsburg Market.  Casemier 

moved his store to 1123 Washington and then to 1117-

1119 Washington. He also had a store at 222 North Fifth 

around 1940 and later at 401 South Beechtree. In 1946 

his sons Robert J. and Abel L. took over active 

management of the business.  At various time the John 

had stores in Grand Haven, Spring Lake, Ferrysburg and 

Coopersville, and he operated a summer store at 

Highland Park.  The family resided at 1143 Waverly.  

On May 3, 1925 he married Jessena ñJessieò Ver Duin, 

who was born on August 12, 1894, died in Crockery 

Township on February 2, 1988, and was buried at Lake 

Forest Cemetery.  John, the son of Abel and Johanna 

Casemier, was born in Grand Haven on September 8, 

1896 and died in Bradenton, Florida on January 28, 

1971.  He was buried at Lake Forest.  Among their 

children was Jay Casemier, born on April 27, 1934; and 

Abel Louis, who lived from July 19, 1925 to November 

16, 2007; Robert James, born about 1928,and Beverly 

Joan, born about 1937. 

William Cass  [@1827- ?] 

William Cass was an early Grand Haven photographer in 

partnership with a man named Hughes.  William was 

born in New York about 1827, and his wife Adela 

[Adelia] was born about 1837 in the same state.  They 

were residents of Grand Haven as early as 1865, when 

William opened his photography business and continued 

until at least 1880.  His address was given as 72 

Washington, a number that was invalidated when the 

numbering system was changed.  [His studio probably 

was on the north side of Washington in the 100 block.]  

He and Adela resided on Second Street. 

Ferris K. Cassis  [1922-2000] 

Ferris Cassis, the son of Syrian parents, was born in 

Ohio on November 15, 1922 and died on October 5, 

2000 in Elmore, Idaho.  During the 1940s and 1950s 

Ferris leased a building at 12 Washington from Joe 

Nejem and ran the Harbor Inn.  He resided on Ferris 

Street in the mid-1950s. 

Heamon [Heman] Castle  [1862-1930] 

Heamon Castle was born in Eastmanville on July 16, 

1862.  His parents were Truman S. and Mary M. Cross 

Castle.  Heamon worked in local sawmills and owned a 

farm in Section 8 of Polkton Township before joining 

the U.S. Life Saving Service in 1896, where he spent the 

remainder of his working career until he retired in 1926 

as a Boatswainôs Mate, First Class.  On April 9, 1883 he 

married Mary L. Quigley in Crockery Township, but two 

years later the family was in Frankfort, Michigan, 

evidently for a short time.  Mary lived from May, 1863 

[1864] to 1915. By the early 1900s the family had 

moved to Grand Haven and resided at 501 Lake Avenue.  

Heamon died on October 21 [24], 1930.  Both were 

buried at Nunica Cemetery.  John Franklin Castle, born 

August 23, 1885, was their son.  Other children were 

Eunice Mary, born in April, 1893, Flora A., and Lewis 

Heamon Castle. 

John Franklin Castle I  [1885-1953] 

Early in his life, John F. Castle worked for the Life 

Saving Service in Grand Haven.  In the 1930s he and 

Henry Arkema operated Castle Gardens in Spring Lake, 

specializing in gladiolas.  The Castle property was 

located at 17802 Fruitport Road.  John, the son of 

Heamon and Mary Quigley Castle, was born in 

Frankfort, Michigan, on August 23, 1885.  He married 

Clara Frieda Reichel on December 4, 1907.  They had 

five children, including John F. II, who was born on 

December 17, 1921 and died on March 28, 1990.  Clara 

passed away around June 14, 1955 and was buried with 

her husband at Spring Lake Cemetery.  John II also was 

buried there. 

John S. Castle  [1831-1916] 

When John Castle enlisted as Private in Company M of 

the 7
th
 Michigan Cavalry on May 11, 1863, he was a 

resident of Polkton Township.  On November 7, 1865 he 

was transferred to Company D of the 1
st
 Michigan 

Cavalry.  John was discharged with the rank of Sergeant 

on May 11, 1866 and then settled in Nunica.  In 1892 he 

became Proprietor of the Rideout House in Spring Lake, 

but in 1900 he and his wife were again in Crockery.  

Johnôs wife, Amanda, a native of Michigan, lived from 

April  24, 1838 to May 3, 1923.  She was buried at 

Ottawa Center Cemetery with her husband, who died on 

October 28, 1916.  John was born in Vermont on March 

2, 1831. 

John F. Cavanaugh  [1868-1936] 

John Cavanaugh, a sea captain, was born December 23, 

1868 in Michigan City, Indiana, the descendant of sailor 
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ancestors.  At 13 he obtained a job with a tugboat as 

Captain and soon became known to the seamen there as 

Captain ñJack.ò  He shipped on a lumber barge when he 

was 16, and in 1884 he experienced his first shipwreck.  

He received First Officer papers in 1888 and came to 

Grand Haven as mate of the Frank Woods.  In 1903 he 

received Masters papers.  In 1904 he joined the Crosby 

Transportation Company, and later that year he had a 

Masterôs berth on the Petoskey and then the steamer 

Nyack.  He bought the Conestoga and commanded the 

Kansas that stood by for rescue operations when the 

Naomi burned in mid-lake on May 21, 1907.  His last 

command was the City of Milwaukee. 

On January 15, 1901 John married Ann Hanrahan.  The 

Cavanaughs lived at 309 South Second Street.  They had 

two children, Katherine, born in 1902, and Mary, who 

was born about 1904 and moved to Battle Creek after 

marrying Dr. Emory Morris, one-time President of the 

W. K. Kellogg Foundation.  On September 19, 1903 

Katherine was celebrated in the local newspapers for 

winning first prize at the West Michigan Fair baby show.  

She resided in the family home at 309 South Second and 

worked for 44 years at the Peoples Bank and Trust 

[Bank One/Chase].  She died in Grand Haven on 

December 23, 1978.  John died in Milwaukee on April 

23, 1936 and was buried in Lake Forest Cemetery.  His 

wife passed away on December 10, 1942.  The family 

attended St. Patrickôs Catholic Church in Grand Haven.  

[Tribune obituary, April 24, 1936.] 

Frank Cech  [1863-1943] 

Frank Cech and his wife, Josephine, owned an 80-acre 

farm in Section 22 of Grand Haven Township.  Frank 

was born in Yugoslavia in December, 1863.  Josephine 

Stepanek was born in the same country in 1866.  They 

were married in their home country about 1888 and 

immigrated to America after 1897.  Among their 

children were Mary, who was born in 1889 and married 

Joseph Zenko of Grand Haven Township; Josephine, 

who was born on December 27, 1896, married John 

Paterek in Grand Haven on September 11, 1916, and 

died on October 18, 1990; Louis J., who was born in 

Illinois on April 14, 1904 and died in Grand Haven on 

December 19, 1989; and Joseph, who was born in 

Illinois about 1906.  Louisôs wife, Ruth V., lived from 

August 8, 1907 to September 9, 1972.  Frank died in 

1943 and was buried at Historic Grand Haven Cemetery.  

Josephine passed away four years later and was buried at 

the same cemetery. 

Robert D. Cernoch  [1921-2005] 

Bob, the son of Frank and Mary Barta Cernoch, was 

born in Antigo, Wisconsin on December 15, 1921.  He 

served with the Army during WWII and became a self-

employed master carpenter after his discharge, a trade he 

followed for nearly 60 years.  He helped write the 

Ferrysburg City Charter when the community became a 

city in 1963, and he served three terms on the Ferrysburg 

City Council.  He also served on the Cityôs Board of 

Review, the Zoning Board, and the Ottawa County 

Boardi of Supervisors.  He was re-elected to a four-year 

term to the City Council in 1991.  Bob was recognized 

by the North Ottawa County Council on Aging as the 

ñOlder American of the Yearò in 2003.  He was a 

volunteer for the Tri-Cities Historical Museum and 

helped in many remodeling and exhibition projects at the 

Depot site and at the Akeley site.  On September 21, 

1946 Bob married E. Marie Wildey.  Marie was born on 

January 20, 1926.  Bob and Marie had two daughters: 

Sue, who married Larry Bichelmeyer and relcoated to 

Idaho; and Sheela, who married Rob Schlorer of 

Washington.  The Cernochs resided at 17620 Thornapple 

in Ferrysburg.  Marie died on March 1, 2005, and Bob 

passed away on December 8, 2005.  [Tribune obituary, 

December 9, 2005.] 

Louis-Joseph Chabollier [Chaboiller]  [1741- ?] and 

Pierre-Louis Chabbolier  [? - ?] 

Louis-Joseph Chabollier, born on October 24, 1741, was 

licensed by the French Government on June 4, 1778 to 

trade for furs along ñla Riviere Grande.ò  He had two 

canoes.  His brothers, Pierre-Louis [born February 1, 

1744/45], Augustin [born July 26, 1739], and Francois-

Hypolite [born October 8, 1751], also were fur traders.  

The four brothers were sons of Charles Chabollier, an 

early and prominent resident of Mackinac.  Charles in 

1735 married Marie Anne, a daughter of the Chevalier 

family.  Besides their four sons, Charles and Marie Anne 

had a daughter, Marie-Anne-Marthe, who was born May 

7, 1746.  Pierre, credited with one canoe, maintained a 

residence on the Grand River, but also was listed as one 

of many Proprietors of the general store at 

Michilmackinac.  All but Hypolite were included in the 

Michigan census of 1778. 

Henry L. Chamberlain  [1848- ?] 

In 1880 Henry Chamberlain was a clerk on a steamboat.  

Later he became a partner with C. B. Winslow in a coal, 

lime, and cement business eventually purchased by Nat 

Robbins.  Henry was born in Cederberg, Wisconsin in 

1848 and his wife was born in New York the same year.  

Henry and Eliza Jane Anthony were married in Spring 

Lake on August 10, 1874. 

L. C. Chamberlain  [? - ?] 

Chamberlain became President of the Wait 

Manufacturing Company when its founder, Justin B. 

Wait, left for Nebraska in 1879.  Chamberlain held the 

position for two years. 

Samuel McMasters Chambers  [1864-1941] 
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Born in October, 1864 in New York [Holland, 

Michigan], Samuel Chambers was 18 years old when he 

came to Grand Haven in 1882.  He ran ñthe leading 

tonsorial parlors in the city and made a specialty of 

ladiesô and childrenôs hair cutting and shampooing, 

employing the very latest electrical shampooing device.ò  

His shop was at 132 Washington.  On July 6, 1890 in 

Grand Haven, he married Clara W. Esler.  Born in 1871, 

she died in Grand Haven on July 14, 1890.  On May 5, 

1898, still in Grand Haven, Samuel married Maud 

Myrtle, daughter of Horrace and Sophie Nichols.  Myrtle 

was born in October, 1875. and.  Samuel and Myrtle 

lived at 25 Franklin with their children, Madge, born on 

August 3, 1899, and Horace J., born in 1900.  Madge 

married Lawrence Michele of Grand Haven.  By 1920 

Samuel, Maud, and Horace were residing in Seattle, 

Washington, and Madge was living with her Nicholsô 

grandparents at 600 Lake Avenue in Grand Haven.  

Samuel and Maud later moved to Los Angeles.  Samuel 

died around February 23, 1941 and was buried at Lake 

Forest Cemetery.  [Tribune, November 2, 1984.] 

Agustus Chandler  [1855- ?] 

Agustus [sic] Chandler, an African American, was 

working on a farm in Allegan County in 1880.  He was 

then single.  Born in Indiana in April, 1855, Agustus on 

May 16, 1888 in Allegan, Michigan married C. S. Artis, 

also listed as Cordelia S. Arney, an indication she had 

been previously married.  The couple was included in the 

1900 census for Robinson Township, where her name was 

given as Savannah.  Also Black, she was born in Indiana 

in September, 1845.  Agustus worked as a huckster on a 

farm.  By 1910 they were located in Osceola County, 

Michigan, where Agustus continued to farm. 

Charles Chandler  [1838-1905] 

Charles Chandler was born in Clinton, Michigan, in 

1838 and studied at the University of Michigan.  He 

became a teacher, and later was Superintendent of 

Schools in Hastings and then in Grand Haven from 1863 

to 1865, ending his educational career in Grand Rapids 

in 1877 to pursue a law degree.  In 1865 he married 

Louisa Harwood White, daughter of Thomas W. White, 

formerly of Grand Haven, but then residing in Grand 

Rapids.  Louisa was born in Michigan about 1838.  

Charles, an attorney, died of a heart attack while 

examining a witness during a trial at the Ottawa County 

Court House on January 9, 1905.  His residence at the 

time of death was listed as 7 Washington Street. 

Frank Amigh Chapel [Chappel]  [1862-1922] 

The son of Joseph and Mary E. Brown Chapel, Frank 

was born in Berrien County on February 25, 1862.  On 

December 23, 1880, he married Lillie E, the daughter of 

Joel and Maria Eastway Fellows of West Olive.  Lillie 

was born about 1860. By 1907 Frank had a 38-acre farm 

in Allendale Township. They had a son, Sylvester, who 

was born on November 4, 1881.  Frank died on 

November 11, 1922. 

George A. Chapel  [@1838- ?] 

Born in New York about 1838, George and his family 

had settled in Allendale Township by 1870, where he 

was a farmer.  He was said to have served during the 

Civil War with a regiment of New York hard artillery, 

but his military records were not found.  Georgeôs wife, 

Amelia, lived from 1841 to 1902.  The Chapels were in 

Eaton County, Michigan in 1880 and in Grand Rapids in 

1920.  Amelia was buried at Robinson Township 

Cemetery with her husband and other family members.  

They had at least one child, Carrie, who was born in 

Ohio about 1858.  There were no dates on Georgeôs 

headstone. 

Joseph Chapel [Chappel]  [1815-1899] 

Born in Onondaga County, New York on June 22, 1815, 

Joseph Chapel relocated to Berrien County, Michigan 

and then to Robinson Township in 1872.  Four years 

later Joseph opened a general store. His first wife, Mary 

E. Brown, was born in Pennsylvania on September 16, 

1831 and died February 6, 1878.  Their children 

included Ella, who was born in Onondaga in 1850, 

married Abram Foster, also of Onondaga, and died 

January 30, 1943; Henry M., born in 1856, also in 

Onondaga County; Frank Amigh, born in 1862; and 

Charles Henry, who was born in Berrien on November 

14, 1864, married Olive Elizabeth Gardiner in Grand 

Haven on June 24 1885, and died in Grand Rapids on 

March 9, 1953. After Maryôs death on February 6, 1878, 

Joseph remarried, this time to Mary K. Garrod on March 

6, 1879.  The second Mary was born in 1817 in 

Michigan and died on January 21, 1897. Joseph died on 

January 30, 1899 and was buried at Robinson Township 

Cemetery with his two wives and other family members. 

David Chapman  [1830-1897]  

David and Jacob Chapman founded the Chapman Bros. 

Company in 1859 for the manufacture of brick.  Three 

years later they purchased 12 acres in Section 36 of 

Fruitport Township [Muskegon County,] at the ñhead of 

the Bayouò [Spring Lake], where a Mr Cooley had a 

brick-making operation.  David was born in England in 

1830.  In 1855 he settled on a fourteen acre farm in 

Section 31 of Fruitport Township on which he raised 

grain, vegetables and fruit.  He also owned acreage in 

Section 6 of Crockery Township. His wife, Margaret, 

was born about 1836 in Ireland.  They had three 

children, all born in Michigan.  David died on July 9, 

1897 in Fruitport.  

Jacob Chapman  [1818-1897] 
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Jacob and David Chapman founded the Chapman Bros. 

Company in 1859 for the manufacture of brick.  Three 

years later they purchased 12 acres in Section 36 of 

Fruitport Township [Muskegon County,] at the ñhead of 

the Bayouò [Spring Lake], where a Mr Cooley had a 

brick-making operation.  Jacob, born in New York about 

1818, was reported to be the first permanent settler in 

Fruitport Village, and was its first Postmaster, appointed 

on April 8, 1869.  His wife Annie also was born in New 

York, about 1828.  Their three children were all born in 

Michigan.  Jacob died about the same date as his brother, 

July, 1897. 

Dwight H. Cheeseman  [1874-1965] 

Dwight Cheeseman, who was born in Michigan on June 

1, 1874, married Marie Scott on March 10, 1897.  

Dwightôs parents were John Cheeseman, born in 

Michigan in 1851, and Ellen Cheeseman, born in 

Michigan in 1855.  John and Ellen were settled in Olive 

Township by 1880.  Dwight and Marie owned a 40-acre 

farm in Robinson Township in the early 1900s.  Around 

1910 the family relocated to Imperial Valley, California, 

where Dwight died on November 25, 1965.  Among 

their children were Glen [Glenn] Harris, who was born 

in Robinson Township on October 1, 1898, married 

Clara Lenore Ellis in Phoenix, Arizona on June 21, 

1930, and died in Los Angeles on January 27, 1959; 

Cecil George, who was born in Robinson Township on 

May 23, 1900 and died in San Diego, California on 

March 14, 1951; Maxwell Dwight, who was born on 

July 6, 1902 and died in San Diego, California on 

October 16, 1958; and Beulah. 

Howard R. Chellis  [1841-1880] 

Born on in New York on February 11, 1841, Howard 

Chellis owned an 80-farm in Section 35 of Grand Haven 

Township.  He also was known as a lumberman.  

Howard arrived in the Grand Haven area in 1868.  He 

married Caroline Wright in Ottawa County.  She died 

about April 25, 1887 and was buried at Lake Forest 

Cemetery.  Howard died on January 21, 1880 and also 

was buried at Lake Forest. 

Harold E. Cherry  [@1876ï1938] 

Harold was born about 1876 in Grand Haven, the son of 

James and Mathilda Johnson Cherry.  He moved to San 

Francisco, California.  There, in 1920, he was President 

of a hardware company.  By 1930 he was a salesman.  

Harold died in January, 1938.  His wife, Blanche, was 

born in Canada about 1877. 

Herbert Johnson Cherry  [1877ï1965] 

Born in Grand Haven on November 2, 1877, Herbert 

was the son of James and Mathilda Johnson Cherry. A 

graduate of Northwestern University School of 

Medicine, Herbert practiced obstetrics in Grand Haven 

and Culver City, California.  From 1902 to 1913 he was 

Chief Physician and Surgeon for the Davis Coal and 

Coke Company in Elkins, West Virginia.  While in 

Grand Haven, he helped organize the first hospital in 

1919, and he was appointed Public Health physician 

about the same time.  He and his wife, Alice Josephine 

Davidson, attended the First Presbyterian Church, where 

he served several years as Sunday School 

Superintendent.  Their residence was at 502 Lafayette.  

Herbert left the area in 1927 to locate in Culver City, and 

in 1950 he and his wife moved to Lancaster, 

Pennsylvania.  Alice died in 1959.  Their daughter, 

Isabel M., was born on April 25. 1905 and died in July, 

19, 1974.  She married Maurice J. Warnock, who was 

born on December 28, 1902 and died on January 25, 

2003.  They resided in Lancaster, Pennsylvania.  Herbert 

and Alice had another daughter, Sue, who was born 

about October, 1918.  Herbert died around July 20, 

1965. 

James H. Cherry  [1833-1916] 

A carpenter by trade, James Cherry and his wife, 

Mathilda J., lived at 520 Clinton Street in Grand Haven.  

Their children were Jeanette, who was born in New 

York in December, 1867, became a Grand Haven 

teacher, and married Samuel B. Ardis; Myrtle, who was 

born in June, 1870 and became a teacher in Grand 

Haven; Kate [Katheryn], who was born about 1873 and 

married Royal B. Way, who was born in Michigan the 

same year, and moved to Beloit, Wisconsin; Harold, 

who was born in November, 1877 and moved to 

California; Herbert, who was born about 1878 and 

practiced medicine in Grand Haven and later in 

California; and Mary, who was born in September, 1880 

and became a private school teacher near Los Angeles.  

All the children except Jeanette were born locally.  

James, who was born in England, lived from February, 

1833 to 1916, and Mathilda lived from February, 1845 

to 1917.  She was from Canada.  Both were buried at 

Lake Forest Cemetery. 

Jeanette Cherry  [1867-1935] 

See Samuel B. Ardis. 

Myrtle Emma Cherry  [@1870ï1945] 

Myrtle, born about 1870, was the daughter of James and 

Mathilda Johnson Cherry.  She taught for many years in 

the lower grades in Grand Haven and in 1914 was a 

ñCritic Teacherò at Ottawa County Normal School.  She 

also was a teacher and principal of the junior high school 

for many years.  Myrtle served over 30 years and 

thousands of local children passed through her hands 

during their schooling.  She died in Los Angeles on 

March 6, 1945 and was buried at Lake Forest Cemetery.  

[Tribune obituary, March 7, 1945.] 
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Arthur Llewelyn Chittenden  [1877-1960] 

Arthur Llewelyn, the son of William and Julia 

Chittenden, was born January 5, 1877.  A carpenter by 

trade, he married Emma M., the daughter of Hiram and 

Emily Deremo Martin, on March 3, 1926 in Spring 

Lake, where he died January 29, 1960. Emma, who was 

born September 12, 1889, died February 20, 1970 in 

Spring Lake.  Their son Llewelyn, was born in February, 

1929. 

Benjamin Franklin Chittenden [Chittendon]   [1818-

1899] 

Born in Geauga County, Ohio on November 5, 1818, 

Benjamin Chittenden came to the Grand Haven area in 

1856 and in the early 1860s went to Wisconsin for a 

year.  He returned to Crockery, and in 1866 he 

purchased a farm and also worked at the Spoonville 

sawmill.  He married Abigail T. Woodruff, who was 

born April 24, 1832 in Pennsylvania and died in 

Nortonville on January 5, 1898.  The Chittendens had 

eight children, including William Benjamin, who was 

born in 1850; Agnes Sarah, who was born in New York 

in 1853 and on March 13, 1870 in Crockery Township 

married Warren Sanders; Emma Sonora, who was born 

in Spoonville, Ottawa County, on September 1, 1858 

and married Eugene Reed of Spring Lake; Cora A., who 

was born about 1861 and married Thomas Hammond; 

and Eugene Amos, who was born in July, 1863 in 

Wisconsin and married Katherine M. Wells, born in 

Michigan in May, 1870.  Benjamin Chittenden, with his 

brother Eugene, operated a threshing machine in 

Crockery Township, which was in constant demand 

during the season.  Benjamin died August 28, 1899.  The 

Chittenden farm was in Section 30 of Crockery 

Township. 

Dewey Chittenden  [1897-1990] 

Dewey, the son of William and Julia Chittenden, was 

born December 19, 1897.  He married Hazel A. Fisher 

on July 26, 1919 in Spring Lake.  She was born in Grand 

Haven on October 26, 1896 and died on July 30, 1992.  

The couple resided in Crockery Township, where Dewey 

was a farmer.  Their children were Virginia I., born 

about 1922; David L., born around November, 1927; and 

Earl R., born about December, 1929.  Dewey died on 

October 12, 1990. 

Emmons C. Chittenden  [1879-1962] 

Emmons C., the son of William and Julia Chittenden, 

was born on January 27, 1879.  He married Bernice 

Friant at the Spring Lake Baptist Church on December 

25, 1903. The couple owned a 71-acre farm in Sections 

19 and 30 of Crockery Township.  Emmons died January 

16, 1962 in Grand Haven.  Bernice lived from June 27, 

1885 to August 27, 1980.  A daughter, Jessie, was born 

in Spring Lake in1906 and married Fred Borchers in 

Grand Haven on February 3, 1923. 

Floyd Chittenden  [1885-1922] 

Floyd, the son of William and Julia Chittenden, was 

born May 5, 1885 in Crockery Township and died July 

3, 1922 in Canada.  His wife was Tillie Hawgood. 

George DeMary Chittenden  [1894-1979] 

George DeMary, the son of William and Julia 

Chittenden, was born May 6, 1894, and died August 6, 

1979 in Grand Haven.  He married Gladys Mae 

Viebrock on May 10, 1917, in Spring Lake.  She was 

born on May 31, 1894 in Spoonville and died in 

Muskegon on February 15, 1964.  They owned a 37-acre 

farm in Crockery Township, and had at least six 

children. 

Manley Eugene Chittenden  [1883-1979] 

Manley, the son of William and Julia Chittenden, was 

born February 19, 1883. He married Mabel Mae 

Robinson in Muskegon on November 17, 1919, and died 

March 27, 1979 in Grand Haven.  Mabel was born April 

23, 1901 in Lake City, Michigan, and died in Ottawa 

County on May 16, 1970.  The couple resided on a farm 

in Crockery Township.  Manley and Mabel had five 

children. 

William Benjamin Chittenden I  [1850-1929] 

William, born in Watkins Glen, New York on November 

7, 1850, was the son of Benjamin Franklin and Abigail 

Woodruff Chittenden. He arrived in the area with his 

parents in 1856.  He married Julia Katulah Hale in 

Spring Lake on September 3, 1876. Julia, the daughter of 

Andrew Jackson and Emily De Mary Hale of Spring 

Lake, was born May 3, 1856, in Kenosha, Wisconsin, 

and died on July 3, 1933 in Crockery. William was a 

farmer and berry grower who owned 60 acres in Section 

30 of Crockery Township.  The couple had nine 

children, including two sons, Alta [Alton], who lived 

from December 1, 1886 to September 28, 1888, and 

William II, who was born March 5, 1881 and died on 

May 5, 1904.  These two children were buried in Nunica 

Cemetery.  Benjamin and Juliaôs other children, all born 

in Crockery Township, were Arthur Llewellyn, born on 

January 5, 1877; Emmons [Emonds] C., born on January 

27, 1879; Manley Eugene, born on February 19, 1883; 

Floyd, born in May, 1885; Emma Salina, born in 

February, 1891; George DeMary, born May 6, 1894; and 

Dewey, born in December, 1897. William I died in 

Crockery Township on April 28, 1929.  Julia died after 

1930. 

J. C. ñChrisò Christensen  [? - ?] 
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Chris Christensen started a chair factory in Nunica in 

1871.  It went into bankruptcy two years later and never 

recovered. 

Lambert ñBertò Christenson [Christianson]  [1882- 

?] 

Lambert Christenson was born in Spring Lake Township 

on September 1, 1882.  He had two sisters, Mabel and 

Edith, and a brother, William. 

George Seagrove Christman  [1883-1965] 

The son of George W. and Aggie Seagrove Christman, 

George S. in 1911 became the youngest Spring Lake 

Village President and was elected again in 1912, 1913, 

1914, 1915, and 1932.  His first job was with Marshall 

Field & Company in Chicago, followed by a position as 

railroad detective with the Seagrove Detective Agency.  

After several years in Illinois, he returned to Spring Lake 

and joined his father in running the familyôs lumber 

business in Spring Lake. 

George was born in Spring Lake on September 10, 1883 

and died there on July 28, 1965.  He was President of the 

Spring Lake State Bank and a Director of the Peoples 

Bank and Trust.  His wife, Adrienne, was born in Grand 

Haven on January 2, 1891, the daughter of Jacob 

Glerum, and died April 12, 1980.  George and Adrienne 

were married June 16, 1917.  They had three sons: 

George Glerum, James Douglas, and Normand J.  The 

sons took over the family lumber business in the early 

1950s. George G. was born at Hatton Memorial Hospital 

in Grand Haven on July 6, 1920.  Like his brothers, 

George worked for the family lumber business.  He 

married Jean Mills on March 9, 1946, in Indianapolis.  

James was born in Grand Haven on May 19, 1925 and 

married Lois Austin of Grand Haven in September, 

1947.  He also worked in the family lumber business and 

was President of Industrial Lumber and Packaging when 

the company was formed in the 1970s.  James and Lois 

resided at 430 Buena Vista in Spring Lake.  Normand 

died in 1994.  George and Adrienne were buried at 

Spring Lake Cemetery. 

George W. Christman  [1850-1934] 

George W. Christman, born in Turbotville, 

Pennsylvania, on February 11, 1850, was brought to the 

Spring Lake area by Hunter Savidge about 1870 to work 

for him in his lumberyard.  On October 10, 1879 George 

married Agnes ñAggieò E. Seagrove, who was born in 

Grand Haven on September 20, 1857 and died in 1908.  

For the three years after his marriage, George worked 

with a John Gauger, a former employee of Cutler & 

Savidge, in Ogallah, Kansas.  When the Christmans 

returned to Spring Lake, they lived for awhile in one of 

the homes owned by the Spring Lake Hotel.  When 

Cutler & Savidge moved their business to Canada, 

George acquired their planing mill and formed the 

Christman Lumber Company in 1895.  George W. was a 

member of the Spring Lake Board of Education for 15 

years, and he was a Vice President of the Spring Lake 

State Bank when it was organized in 1914. 

The Christmans had three children, all born in Spring 

Lake: Priscilla, and Priscilla [Estella], born on April 9, 

1881; George S., born on September 10, 1883; and 

Mildred A., born in February, 1887.  The family lived at 

524 East River Street.  Young George took over the 

family business in 1925, and his sons, who took over in 

the early 1950s, ran the business until 1967, when they 

converted to manufacturing pallets.  George W. died 

July 14, 1934 and was buried at Spring Lake Cemetery. 

James Douglas Christman  [1925-2006] 

James, the son of George and Adrienne Glerum 

Christman, was born in Grand Haven on May 19, 1925.  

On September 6, 1947, in Grand Haven, he married Lois 

M. Austin.  James and his brothers owned and operated 

Christman Lumber Company, a business started by their 

grandfather, George W. Christman, in 1895.  James 

served on the Spring Lake Village Council for more than 

twenty years, beginning when he was 24 years old, and 

he was President of the Village from 1983 to 1987.  He 

and his family attended Spring Lake Presbyterian 

Church.  James also was a member of the Spring Lake 

Yacht Club, where he served on the Board of Directors, 

and he was a Director of the Grand Rapids Reserve 

Supply Company.  During WWII, James was a member 

of the Army and saw action at the Battle of the Bulge. 

James and Lois had a son, James A. Christman of Oak 

Brook, Illinois, and another son, Douglas K. of Clive, 

Iowa.  James passed away at his home on May 15, 2006.  

He was buried at Spring Lake Cemetery.  [Tribune 

obituary, May 17, 2006.] 

Normand J. Christman  [1930-1994] 

Normand, the son of George S. and Adrienne Glerum 

Christman, was born December 6, 1930, died March 29, 

1994, and was buried at Spring Lake Cemetery.  

Normand worked for the family lumber business and 

was Vice President/Secretary of Industrial Lumber and 

Packaging, when that business was formed in the 1970s.  

Normand and his wife, Lucia C. Crane, whom he 

married on August 22, 1953 in Pontiac, lived at 536 East 

River Street in their early married years and later at 

17887 Fruitport Road. 

Priscilla Christman  [1881-1902] 

Born in Grand Haven on April 9, 1881 the oldest child 

of George W. Christman, Priscilla attended Kalamazoo 

College, where she graduated in 1901 with honors.  She 

accepted a position to teach in the high school, but due 

to fatigue asked Etta Lee of Grand Rapids to fill her 
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position temporarily while she gained her strength.  She 

died on September 30, 1902 from a broken blood vessel 

incurred during a coughing spell.  She was buried at 

Spring Lake Cemetery . [Tribune obituary, October 4, 

1902.] 

Caroline Searle Christmas [1847ï1945] and Charles 

Christmas  [1843ï1912] 

Born in England on July 6, 1847, Caroline Searle 

Christmas arrived in Grand Haven in 1872 with her 

husband, Charles.  Caroline was one of this areaôs first 

naturalized citizens and one of the founders of the 

Maccabees of Michigan.  Her husband, Charles, was 

office clerk around 1880 and a janitor at the Court House 

in the early 1900s.  He was born in England in August 

15, 1843 and died about May 3, 1912.  The couple lived 

at 602 Clinton.  Caroline lived her last years at 400 Lake 

Avenue in Grand Haven, where George S. Christmas, 

her son, lived.  George was born on January 9, 1876.  

Their other children were Bessie, who was born in 1874 

and married Asa McCay of Grand Haven; Robert H., 

born in 1882; Charles II, who was born in 1883 and 

served as Secretary of the Grand Haven Furniture 

Company between 1890 and 1895; and Frank C., born in 

June, 1884.  All the children were born in Grand Haven.  

Caroline died about July 10, 1945 and was buried at 

Lake Forest Cemetery. 

George Haydn Searl Christmas  [1876ï1964] 

Born in Grand Haven on January 9, 1876, George, the 

son of Charles and Caroline Searle Christmas, became a 

cooper at the Kilbourn barrel factory.  Later he worked 

for the Crosby Lines.  George married Cora String on 

October 12, 1898.  She was born in New York in 

August, 1873 and died approximately February 10, 

1968.  Cora had been married previously and had a 

daughter, Sadie Streng, born in Michigan in June, 1893.  

George passed away around April 18, 1964 and was 

buried at Lake Forest Cemetery. The Christmases lived 

at 400 Lake.  In 1917 George and Cora bought an old 

railroad depot that had been moved from Harbor Island 

down the channel  to North Shore.  They converted it to 

a cottage they named Christmas Lodge [approximately 

20052 North Shore Drive]. 

Nathan B. Church  [1840-1926] 

Nathan, born November 22, 1840 in Lyons, Ionia 

County, Michigan, was the son of Lafayette and 

Sophronia Benjamin Church.  Lafayette lived from 1816 

to 1907, and Sophronia was born in 1823.  On August 

12, 1861, while living in Gratiot County, Nathan enlisted 

in Company C of the 26
th
 Michigan Infantry.  He was 

discharged for disability on January 17, 1862, but on 

September 15 that year he was commissioned in 

Company D of the 26
th
 Michigan.  He was Aide-de-

Camp to Brigadier General John B. Slough from January 

15 to April 1, 1863.  Nathan was promoted to Major on 

January 12, 1864 and to Captain the following April 15.  

He was mustered out on October 30, 1865.  In June, 

1872 he bought the Grand Haven Union newspaper from 

Lemoyne M. S. Smith and ran it as the local voice of the 

Democratic party until the election of 1872 and the 

defeat of his candidate.  The newspaper then 

discontinued publication.  Nathan and his wife, Mary H., 

may have returned to Ionia County, where on October 1, 

1877, he bought a 40-acre parcel.  Nathan died in Ithaca, 

Michigan on December 26, 1926.  When Mary applied 

for a widowôs Civil War pension on January 8, 1927, she 

was living in New York State. 

Thomas Brownell Church  [1813-1890] 

A Grand Rapids attorney and noted orator, Thomas 

Church was born in Bristol County, Massachusetts on 

September 13, 1813. In 1843 he started practicing law in 

Grand Rapids, a year after he had participated in 

litigation between William M. Ferry and Clark B. Albee 

in Grand Haven.  Charles Whipple was the presiding 

judge. Church also was a representative to the State 

Constitutional Convention in 1850, and in 1851 he was 

elected Representative to the State Legislature. The next 

year he was elected Mayor of Grand Rapids.  Thomas in 

1841 [1842] married Mary E. Stuart [Steward] of 

Marshall, Michigan.  He died in Grand Rapids on July 

30, 1890. 

Fred Churchill  [ 1859- ?] 

Fred Churchill and James Edward [Edwards] owned the 

Edward & Churchill Company in Agnew.  The firm 

manufactured crates for celery, berries, peaches, and 

grapes, and also offered ñCustom Sawing, Planing and 

Matching.  Custom Feed Grinding During Season.ò  

Fred also owned a 40-acre farm in Section 26 of Grand 

Haven Township.  The son of Lorenzo and Triphena 

Ball Churchill, he was born in Paw Paw, Michigan in 

September, 1859 and married Ada L. Harris in Agnew 

on July 2, 1891.  Ada, the daughter of George Harris of 

Grand Haven Township, was born in September, 1871.  

Fred and Ada had two daughters:  Ida, born in May, 

1892, and Francis, born in April, 1897. 

Ithiel Verl [Verle] Cilley  [1888 -1954] 

Verl Cilley and his wife, Viola E., in 1928 built a second 

home at 200 Prospect Street, atop Five Mile Hill.  It 

soon became known as the Castle, because of its 

resemblance to a 15
th
 Century Spanish castle.  The brick 

on both the inside and outside of the structure was 

imported from Italy.  Verl was Treasurer and Manager of 

an oil company in Grand Rapids.  He was born in Grand 

Rapids on November 10, 1888.  His parents were Ithiel 

John and Georgie Thurston Cilley, who were married in 

Grand Haven on January 15, 1881, but moved to Grand 

Rapids.  Viola, also a native of Michigan, was born 
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about 1893.  Verl and Viola were married about 1913.  

Their daughter, Viola G. [Geraldine], was born in Grand 

Rapids around 1920.  Verl died in Grand Rapids on 

January 28, 1954, and Viola the mother passed away 

March 29, 1966 in Kent County.  She and her husband 

were buried at Greenwood Cemetery. 

James Golden Cilley  [1828-1912] 

Born in St. Lawrence County, New York in October, 

1827, James Cilley arrived in Grand Haven in 1855, but 

was listed in the Coopersville census for 1860, where he 

opened a law office.  On February 15, 1865 he enlisted 

in Company C of the Michigan 10
th
 Cavalry. By the 

following November 11 James was mustered out of the 

service, having recently been promoted to Hospital 

Steward.  After the war he re-opened his law office in 

Coopersville.  In 1870 the family was residing in 

Polkton Township, and ten years later they had moved to 

Tallmadge Township.  James was again residing in 

Coopersville in 1910.  In partnership with Marvin H. 

Creager, James in the spring of 1881 built a planing mill 

near the Pere Marquette train depot on Madison 

[Jackson] Street in Grand Haven.  On November 19, 

1890 he applied for an invalidôs Civil War pension.  

James was buried at Maplewood Cemetery in Lamont.  

He married Marian [Miriam] Monroe, who was born in 

1828 in New York and died in 1906.  They had four 

children, including Ithiel John, who became a Grand 

Rapids patent attorney and lived from 1846 to 1926; 

Maria August, who lived from 1853 to 1936; Adella 

ñDeliaò M.  who was born in October, 1858; and Earl 

Oscar, who was born in March, 1865 and passed away in 

1943.  Delia married Elbert Lynn of Grand Haven.  

James died in 1912 in Coopersville.  Verl Ithiel 

Cilley,who built ñThe Castleò on Five Mile Hill was his 

grandson. 

Adeline ñAddieò M. Clark  [1868-1943] 

Born in Grand Haven on January 15, 1868, Addie was 

the daughter of Sidney and Adeline Clark. Addie began 

her 30-year teaching career when she was 17.  Addie and 

a sister, Clara A. Clark, were both teachers and lived 

together.  Claraôs death about February 27, 1904 at the 

age of 43 was one of the great sorrows of Addieôs life.  

Addie served three and a half years as a correspondent 

for the Tribune. She retired from teaching in 1913 and 

returned to the farm in Robinson Township, where her 

parents had relocated.  She was at different times 

President, Secretary, and Treasurer of the Robinson 

extension group, and she was a member of the 

Presbyterian Church.  She lived during her last years at 

220½ South Seventh Street.  Addie died January 14, 

1943 and was buried at Lake Forest Cemetery.  [Tribune 

obituary, January 15, 1943, and Tribune articles, May 

25, 1913 and January 15, 1943.] 

Charles Henry Clark  [1835-1901] 

Charles H. Clark, who was born in Augusta, Maine on 

February 8, 1835, came to Michigan in 1853 to work in 

a lumber camp in Robinson Township.  He was hired to 

help construct a ñhorse railroad,ò which transported cut 

timber from todayôs intersection of Lincoln and 144
th
 

Streets to Stearns Bayou.  There the logs were rolled into 

the water and floated to the various sawmills in Spring 

Lake and Grand Haven. In 1855 he returned to Maine to 

marry Abigail Hartwell Wall, and in early November 

that year they settled on a farm in Robinson Township. 

In 1865 they purchased 142 acres in Section 6 of 

Robinson Township, eventually extending their holdings 

into Section 31. Among their nine surviving children 

were Frederick, born in Michigan in September, 1856; 

Harriet Abigail ñHattie,ò also born in Michigan and who 

lived from 1858 to 1955 and married James Bignell; 

Phebe Augusta, who was born in Augusta, Maine on 

July 2 1860, was a teacher for 52 years, including 48 

years at Clark School in Robinson Township, and died 

October 11, 1955; Hannah Wall, who was born in 

Michigan in 1863, married Benjamin Barton, and died in 

October, 1953 at Marion, Indiana; and Walter H., who 

was born in Robinson on December 3, 1866. Charlesôs 

wife, Abigail Hartwell Wall, was born about July 26, 

1833, died on July 1, 1873, and was buried at Robinson 

Cemetery. After her death, Charles married her sister, 

Augusta Ballard Wall, who died in 1888 at the age of 53. 

Charles passed away on February 23, 1901.  [Tribune 

obituary, October 12, 1955, Tribune article, November 

2, 1984, and letter from Helen F. Clark to Maurice 

Wilson, Director of the Tri-Cities Historical Museum, 

June 22, 1977.] 

Chauncey [Chancy] R. Clark I  [1890- ?] 

Born in Grand Haven on June 17, 1890, Chauncey was 

the son of Joseph and Fanny Clark.  Chauncey was listed 

as a student in the 1908 Director, but a year later he was 

Secretary for the Getsmall Roach Trap Company, 

formed in Grand Haven in 1909.  Marvin Klaver recalled 

that Chauncey brought his 16-year-old bride to their 

home at 417 Lafayette [approximate number] after their 

wedding in Muskegon on December 31, 1912.  The 

bride was Dorothy ñDoraò Mathilda Ward, the daughter 

of Andrew Jackson and Lucy Harrington Ward.  Dora 

was born in Grand Haven in 1896.  In 1917 Chauncey 

listed himself as a self-employed brick layer, residing 

with his wife and children at 640 Lake Avenue.  Three 

years later Chauncey, Dora, their three children, and 

Doraôs widowed mother, Lucy Ward, were residing at 

636 Lake Avenue.  The children, all born locally, were 

Chauncey II, born about 1914; Dora E., born about 

1916; and Patricia A., born about July, 1919.  Chauncey 

was then a building contractor.  Apparently the Clarks 

previously resided at 820 Lake, in a home reportedly 
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built by his father, Joseph, before Louis and Adeline 

Osterhouse occupied it. 

Helen F. Clark  [1896-1978] 

Helen Clark taught at Clark School in Robinson 

Township from 1933 to 1958, the year the school closed 

permanently.  She then transferred to the new Robinson 

School on 120
th
 Avenue, where she taught second grade 

until her retirement in 1962.  Helen lived from 1896 to 

1978. 

Joseph Edward Clark I  [1868-1950] 

Born on January 23, 1868 in Spring Lake, Joseph was 

the son of Robert and Susanna Doddington Clark.  

Josephôs wife, Fannie, was born in Michigan in October, 

1868.  They had five sons:  Chauncey R., born about 

1891; Stewart E., born about 1895; Harold B., born 

about 1905; Joseph E. II, born about 1907; and Walter 

D., born about 1910.  Joseph II was born in Illinois, the 

rest in Michigan.  Joseph I became a mason and building 

contractor.  One of the sons joined his father in the 

contracting business, which was operating as J. E. Clark 

& Son in 1922 but was gone by 1928.  In the early 1900s 

the Clark home was at 520 Pennoyer, west of the 

railroad tracks.  By 1920 they had moved to 214 

Franklin Street.  Joseph I died in 1950 and was interred 

at a cemetery in Miami, Florida.. 

Lewis Lee Clark  [1899-1988] 

Lewis, the son of Walter and Edna Clark of Robinson 

Township, was born in Marne on November 31, 1899.  

He owned 35 acres at 14315 Lakeshore Drive, where his 

wife, Rosa Sonrel, lived until her death on August 21, 

2005. The property had been part of Rosaôs parentsô 

farm. He and Rosa were married on June 7, 1940.  Rosa 

was born in Grand Haven on August 18, 1907.  She was 

the daughter of Frank Sonrel, who owned property 

nearby, and the sister of Francis and Robert Sonrel.  She 

attended Northern State and Ferris Universities and 

received her Bachelor of Arts degree from Western State 

University and later was awarded a Master of Arts 

degree from the University of Michigan.  Rosa started 

teaching at Rosy Mound School in 1931 and left her 

teaching post after five years to join the faculty at Ferry 

School, where she remained until 1961.  Lewis, who 

attended Hope College and the University of Michigan, 

became a surveyor.  He also worked at the General 

Motors plant in Grand Rapids.  A large school bell that 

once called Rosy Mound students to class was fitted 

onto the Clarksô windmill.  Lewis died in Grand Haven 

on October 5, 1988.  Rosa was buried at Lakeshore 

Cemetery.  [Tribune obituary, August 24, 2005.] 

Sherman Boyce Clark I  [18 78-1962] 

A mail carrier in Grand Haven, Sherman, the son of 

Sidney and Adeline Prentice Clark, was born on January 

4, 1878.  He married Henrietta Bos in 1901.  They were 

living at 119 South Fifth Street shortly after their 

marriage.  Living with them in the early 1900s were his 

sister Addie Clark, and Carrie Hamilton, a nurse.  By 

1930 Sherman and his family was living in Walker, Kent 

County.  At the time of Shermanôs death in December, 

1962 the family lived at 515 Slayton.  A son, Sherman 

II, was born on April 16, 1914, resided in Spring Lake, 

and died in Lowell, Michigan, in May, 1984. 

Sidney Clark  [1839-1911] 

The brother of Charles H. Clark, Sidney was born in 

Augusta, Maine in April, 1839 [1840] and settled in 

Robinson Township in 1856.  He held considerable 

acreage in Sections 33 and 34, along the south side of 

the Grand River.  In 1860 Sidney married Adeline, 

daughter of Alonzo and Dorliska Prentice of Robinson 

Township.  Adeline was born in February, 1844 and died 

on May 18, 1911. Sidney died about May 18, 1911.  

Sidney and Adeline came to the area around 1850, 

probably from Maine and New York, by way of covered 

wagon and the Erie Canal.  The family lived in Grand 

Haven for several years, initially on First Street and then 

at 219 South Fifth.  For awhile, Sidney worked with the 

Ferry Lumber Company in Grand Haven and in 1867 

started a livery there, which he operated for about 29 

years. After the family residence on First Street was 

destroyed by fire, Sidney built a house in 1873 at 

Lafayette and Fifth Streets [219 South Fifth], which was 

the family home for 22 years.  At that time Sidney 

retired to a farm in Robinson Township known as the 

Clark House, where he remained until his death in 1911. 

Among the Clarksô children were Clara A., who was 

born in November, 1861, became a teacher, lived with 

her sister, Adeline ñAddie,ò and died on February 27, 

1904; Charles A., who was born in August, 1864, 

became a rural mail carrier in Grand Haven, and died 

about March 22, 1944; Adeline, born in January 15, 

1868 [1869]; Horace, born in February, 1874; Mintie, 

born in 1877; Sherman, born on January 4, 1878; 

Sidney, a daughter, born in April, 1885; and Helen, who 

died about June 28, 1945 and with whom Addie lived.  

Clara, Charles, and Addie were born in New York, and 

Mintie, Horace, and Sherman were born locally. 

Walter H enry Clark [1866-1960] 

Walter, the son of Charles Henry and Abigail H. Wall 

Clark, was born on December 3, 1866 in Robinson 

Township, where his parents had settled on a farm in 

November eleven years earlier.  They originally were 

from Augusta, Maine.  Charles, who was born about 

1835, had come to Michigan in 1853 to work in a lumber 

camp in Robinson.  He was hired to help construct a 

ñhorse railroad,ò which ran from todayôs intersection of 

Lincoln and 144
th
 Streets ito the head of Stearns Bayou.  
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There logs were rolled into the water and floated to the 

various sawmills in Spring Lake and Grand Haven.  The 

farm he bought two years later was on the banks of the 

Grand River. 

Walter became a lumberman and farmer.  As a youth he 

was employed in lumber camps and learned the work of 

river crews: how to drive logs, float them, and ñboomò 

them.  From 1907 to 1911 he was County Treasurer with 

an office at the County Building, and from 1911 to 1915 

he represented his district in the State Legislature.   On 

June 27, 1895 he married Edna O., daughter of Richard 

Chappell.  Edna was born in Michigan in October, 1878.  

They lived on River Road, ñsix miles east of the cityò 

[Robinson Township].  They had a daughter Hellen, who 

was born in November, 1896; a son Lewis [Louis], born 

in August, 1899; a son Charles, born in 1907; a daughter 

Alice, born in 1910; and another daughter, Florence, 

born in 1913.  Edna died in an auto accident in 1940.  

Walter, who held various public offices in Robinson 

Township, including Supervisor from 1901 to 1907, died 

February 29, 1960 and was buried at Lake Forest 

Cemetery.  Lewis Lee Clark was their son. [Portrait and 

Biographical Record of Muskegon and Ottawa Counties 

Michigan, pp. 464-465 and a letter from Helen F. Clark 

to Maurice Wilson, Director of the Tri-Cities Historical 

Museum, June 22, 1977.] 

Ada Mary Clarke  [1858ï1940] 

See William Francis Biggar. 

Ethan Ray Clarke  [1818-1895] 

Rev. Ethan Clarke, born in Warwick, Rhode Island on 

January 14, 1818, became a resident of Spring Lake 

Township.  His parents were Ray [@1785-1847] and 

Celia Green Clarke [January 10, 1786-August 10, 1829].  

In 1840 Ethan Clarke married Mary Elizabeth Millard 

[Mill erd], a Rhode Island native, who lived from 

October 31, 1817 to October 17, 1918.  Their grandson, 

William J. Rose, bought an ice cream store at 14 South 

Second Street in Grand Haven in 1905.  Ethan served 

with two units during the Civil War.  On February 5, 

1863, he enlisted as Chaplain with the 1
st
 Rhode Island 

Cavalry.  He was discharged from that group on January 

1, 1865 and the following February 20 he became 

Chaplain for the 25
th
 New York Cavalry.  He was 

mustered out on June 27, 1865. Ethan was Agent of the 

American Board of Commissioners for Foreign 

Missions.  He died December 7, 1895.  Both he and his 

wife and other family members were buried at Spring 

Lake Cemetery. 

Lizzie H. Cleary [Clary]  [1870-1891] 

Lizzie Cleary was a skillful and faithful printer in the 

office of the Grand Haven Herald.  Born in 1870 in 

Michigan, Lizzie died of consumption on November 12, 

1891 at her motherôs home on Third Street in Grand 

Haven.  Her mother, Helen C. Cleary, was born in 

Ireland about 1840 and was widowed by the time of her 

daughterôs death . Lizzieôs father, James, also from 

Ireland, was born about 1833.  In 1860 James was single 

and working as a laborer.  He then resided at the 

Western Hotel, located in the railroad village at the foot 

of Dewey Hill.  Lizzie was a member of St. Patrickôs 

Church.  She had two sisters, Nellie [Ellen], born in 

Canada about 1860, and Bridget, born in Grand Haven 

in 1867, and a brother, Patrick, born about 1866 also in 

Grand Haven.  In 1930 Nellie and Bridget were residing 

at 324 Fulton Street.  Helen was retired and Bridget was 

an inspector at the glove factory.  [Tribune obituary, 

November 13, 1891.] 

Bruce E. Cleveland I  [1911-1971] 

In 1963 Bruce Cleveland I purchased the former 

Crescent movie theater at 1101-1103 Washington.  At 

the time, Prins Heating Company was located in the 

building.  Bruce, who resided in Spring Lake Township, 

lived from May 21, 1911 to January 25, 1971.  His son, 

Bruce II, was Vice President of Consumer Loans at 

Security First Bank & Trust in Grand Haven [Old 

Kent/Fifth Third]. 

Henry Warren Cleveland  [1835- 1889] 

Henry was born in Rutland, Jefferson County, New 

York, on June 17, 1835, the son of Henry and Phebe 

Reed Cleveland.  Young Henry married Phebe Maria 

Perham, also of Rutland, on February 16, 1852 [1853]. 

She was born on February 16, 1838. John and Loren 

Perham of Spring Lake were Phebeôs brothers. Henry 

and Phebe moved to Ottawa, Illinois the following May 

and then settled in Spring Lake in 1856.  Henry worked 

as a millwright and constructed at Hopkins Mill the first 

steam cant hoister in the area.  He also made and 

repaired boots and shoes.  He learned the drugstore 

business, and owned and operated a store at 208 West 

Savidge with Ormond Messinger as his partner.  

Eventually Messinger bought out Henryôs interest.  

Henry moved to Nunica in 1874 and opened a drugstore.  

In Nunica, Henry was appointed Postmaster, and he was 

elected Township Supervisor in 1878 and 1880 and 

Township Clerk in 1879. Henry and Phebe [Phoebe] had 

two sons, both born in Michigan:  George E., born about 

1863, and Guy L., born in November, 1870.   Henry 

passed away on September 27, 1889.  Phebe and George 

ran the drugstore after Henryôs death.  Phebe had moved 

to Grand Haven by 1900 and died on August 14, 1907. 

ñBarneyò Menno [Minno] Cleveringa II  [1868-1900] 

Barney, the son of Menno and Fokeltje Hilje Elema 

Cleveringa, was born in Grand Haven on February 17, 

1868 and died on August 17, 1900. Barney worked with 

the United States Life Saving Service in the 1890s.  He 
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was buried at Lake Forest Cemetery with his wife, 

Minnie, and other family members.  Minnie was born in 

Germany in February, 1872.  Their children were 

Frederick V., born in February, 1889, and Florence B., 

born in March, 1894.  After Barneyôs death, Minnie 

married John Bienz of Grand Haven. 

Dick Cleveringa  [1871-1944] 

Born in The Netherlands in October, 1871, Dick 

Cleveringa immigrated to the United States in 1882.  He 

married Hendrika ñRekaò Gringhuis in Grand Haven in 

1896.  Reka, the daughter of Gerrit and Jennie ñJaneò 

Nordhuis Gringhus, was born in April, 1875 in Grand 

Haven, where she died in 1934.  Dick was a teamster.  

The family lived at 908 Fulton Street.  The family 

belonged to the First Reformed Church of Grand Haven.  

Dick died about March 6, 1944 and was buried at Lake 

Forest Cemetery. 

John Menno [Meno] Cleveringa  [1873-1945] 

John Cleveringa was employed as a millwright at 

Challenge Machinery.  He and his wife, Blanche, resided 

at 322 North Seventh Street.  Their children, all born 

locally, were Menno Mark, who was born on June 25, 

1899 and became a molder at Dake Engine Company; 

Avice, who was born on June 13, 1904 and died in 

Muskegon on May 26, 1974; Berdena, born about 1915; 

George R., born about 1917; and David R., born about 

1921.  John passed away on December 22, 1945 and was 

buried at Lake Forest Cemetery.  Blanche died about 

October 17, 1956 and was buried with her husband. 

Menno [Menne/Mino] Cleveringa I   [1837-1914] 

Menno, the son of Trientje Derks Cleveringa, was a 

Grand Haven carpenter.  He was born in Eenrum, The 

Netherlands, on March 8, 1837 and died in Grand Haven 

on March 16, 1914.  He married Fokeltje Hilje [Florence 

Viola] Elema in The Netherlands on July 17, 1865. She 

lived from April, 1845 to 1909. In the early 1900s the 

family resided at 500 North Seventh. A son, Menno 

ñBarneyò II was born on February 17, 1868.  They also 

had two daughters: Gertrude, who lived from 1866 to 

1907 and married John Nienhuis, and Katherine, born in 

April, 1888.  The Cleveringas were buried at Lake 

Forest Cemetery. 

Henry Cliff  [ @1850- ?] 

Henry Cliff was born about 1850 in England.  By 1870 

he was a resident of Spring Lake, living with his mother, 

Elizabeth, and running a hardware store.  Elizabeth was 

born about 1805 in England.  In 1875 Henry served one 

term as President of Spring Lake Village.  Two years 

later he purchased the furniture inventory of Ormond 

Messinger, which Henry added to his hardware and 

undertaking business.  He also sold wagons and buggies.  

An invoice, dated 1882, noted that he sold ñHardware, 

Tinware, Furniture, Building Material, and Farming 

Implements.ò 

David McClellan Cline  [1863-1954] 

Born in Martins Ferry, Ohio on September 17, 1863, 

David was the son of William H. and Nancy A. Norman 

Patton McClellan.  Davidôs father was born in 

Pennsylvania about 1818 and died when David was a 

boy.  His mother then married William Cline, who was a 

shoemaker and native of Ohio, where he was born about 

1816.  Nancy was born about 1818, also in Ohio.  

William adopted the young David, who took the name 

Cline.  David moved to Muskegon on March 29, 1882.  

He worked in the sawmills until 1887, when he went 

into the fruit packaging business with his brother-in-law, 

Rushton B. Cobb, in Eastmanville.  In October 1889, the 

business moved to Spring Lake and became the Spring 

Lake Basket Factory.  David bought a one-third interest 

in the business, which was destroyed by fire on June 28, 

1898 and then shut down.  David next went into sales, 

offering farm implements, windmills, bicycles, and 

photographic supplies.  His store was on the north side 

of Savidge in the 200 block [approximately 209 West 

Savidge]. He later went into road construction with 

Klaus Boelens, and the business was called Cline & 

Boelens Contracting Company. David was a member of 

the Village Council, Council Treasurer, and Village 

President for 13 terms, 1902 through 1907 and 1925 

through 1931.  He represented Spring Lake on the 

Ottawa County Board of Supervisors in 1913 and 1914.  

David married Anna ñAnnieò Cobb of Muskegon 

County on August 20, 1884.  Born about 1867, she was 

the adopted daughter of George and Helen Cobb and 

Rushton Cobbôs sister.  The Clines had one child, 

George Ray, who was born on October 10, 1887, at 

Eastmanville.  Anna died in 1888.  In 1900 Cline 

married Celia Vos, daughter of Warner and Anne Pruim 

Vos of Spring Lake.  As newlyweds, the Clines lived at 

231 East Savidge Street in Spring Lake, in a home built 

by George Dixon in 1875.  During the years David was a 

widower, he allowed school children to borrow his 

wifeôs ñold fashionedò clothing for school plays.  David 

and Celia had no surviving children.  He died November 

3, 1954 and was buried at Spring Lake Cemetery. 

Harold F. Cloutier  [1917-1994] 

Irene and Harold Cloutier started the Busy Bee Shoe 

Repair Shop at 111 Washington about 1939 and later 

moved their shop to 103 Washington.  Harold, a 

Muskegon native, was born on July 24, 1917 and died in 

Grand Haven on July 1, 1994, while Irene lived from 

August 19, 1919 to May 14, 1993.  Both were buried at 

Lake Forest Cemetery.  He and Irene resided at 1313 

Washington. 

Florence Bailey Clover  [1907-2001] 
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Florenceôs parents, Oran and Flora Bailey Clover, lived 

in Mancelona when she was born on April 8, 1907.  On 

May 28, 1925 she married George E. Clover I, who was 

born on August 31, 1903. Florence worked for Stokely-

Van Camp Cannery in Hart and for Eagle Ottawa in 

Grand Haven.  She and George lived in Crockery 

Township, where they had a dairy farm, and also raised 

chickens and vegetables.  They maintained a roadside 

vegetable stand in the Nunica area.  They had a 

daughter, Doris, who married Eugene Taylor of Grand 

Haven, another daughter, Beverly, and two sons, 

Thomas and George II.  George II was born on February 

2, 1926 and died in Grand Haven on April 18, 1993. 

George I died on December 18, 1976 in Arizona.  

Florence then married Thomas G. Watson, who was 

born on June 16, 1901 and died December 25, 1982.  

Florence died in Grand Haven on August 17, 2001. 

Henry Stephen Clubb  [1827-1921] 

Henry Clubb, born June 1, 1827 in Colchester, England, 

immigrated to Philadelphia, Pennsylvania in 1853.  He 

next moved to Kansas, where he established a 

Vegetarian Settlement Company [Vegetarian Kansas 

Emigration Company] in Neosho County.  One evening, 

while on business in Ft. Scott, Kansas, Henry was 

threatened by a crowd opposed to his abolitionist views.  

Henry ñlooked them in the eyeò and told them, ñWell, 

gentleman, your numbers are sufficient to put any threat 

into execution, and I am among you alone and 

unprotected.  If you require me to leave, I must, under 

the circumstances, do so, but it is rather late, being after 

sundown, and if tomorrow morning would suit you as 

well, it will be a good deal better, as I intend to leave 

then.ò  He was allowed to go.  [New York Daily Tribune, 

July 1, 1856.]  The next year he settled in Grand Haven, 

where he published and edited the Ottawa Clarion, 

which first appeared in March that year.  The Clarion 

was strongly supportive of the Republican Party, and it 

was issued until the fall of 1862, when Henry joined the 

United States Volunteer Service as Captain and 

Assistant Quartermaster.  He was wounded at Corinth, 

Mississippi on October 13, 1862 [not cited in his service 

record], and was discharged from the service on April 7, 

1866.  In 1867 he became Alderman for the Fourth Ward 

of Grand Havenôs first City Council and a school 

commissioner.  In the years 1873 to 1874 he served in 

the Michigan Senate, and in 1873 he was Secretary to 

the Michigan Constitutional Convention.  In August, 

1869 Henry began publication of the Grand Haven 

Herald, which also leaned toward the Republican party.  

It was a daily publication from its inception until 

December 7, 1872, when he sold it to Charles N. 

Dickinson.  In 1876 Henry was called to be Pastor of the 

Bible Christian Church in Philadelphia.  In Philadelphia 

Henry,by then a noted vegetarian, became editor of a 

magazine titled Food, Home, and Garden.  On 

November 15, 1855 in Allegan County, he married Anne 

B., the daughter of James and Isabella Campbell 

Henderson of that county and originally from Scotland, 

where Anne was born in May, 1833.  She immigrated to 

the United States with her parents when she was one 

year old.  Henry and Anne had at least four children, all 

born locally: Anne, born about 1862; Naomi, born in 

June, 1865; Rose Elizabeth [or Elizabeth Rose], born in 

August, 1868; and Martha W., born in May, 1871.  The 

family moved to Philadelphia in 1876, where Henry died 

in 1921.  Anne passed away between 1910 and 1920. 

James [John] Clydesdale [Clydesdell]  [1786-1859] 

James Clydesdale arrived in Grand Haven in 1836 with 

his wife, Jane, seven children, and very few assets.  He 

was a successful businessman, however, and eventually 

was able to buy Timothy Eastmanôs house on Lot 89 on 

the southeast corner of Elliott and First Streets.  The 

family later moved to Mill Point [Spring Lake]. Richard, 

Robert, and William were their sons.  James, who was 

born in 1786, died in 1859 and was buried at Spring 

Lake Cemetery. 

Richard Clydesdale [Clidesdell/Clydesdell]  [1828-

1879] 

Richard and his brothers, Robert and William, arrived in 

Grand Haven in 1836 with their parents, James and Jane 

Clydesdale.  The family shortly afterward moved to Mill 

Point [Spring Lake].  The brothers sailed together on 

Lake Michigan, Robert as Captain and Richard as Mate.  

Richard owned the Sinclair House, a hotel on the 

northeast corner of Division and State [Savidge] Streets 

in Spring Lake from 1859 and into the 1870s.  He also 

was a lumberman.  Richard, who was born in Canada on 

June 3, 1828, was killed by a falling tree on February 8], 

1879.  His wife, Jane, a native of Ireland, lived from 

1833 to October 7, 1909 and was buried at Spring Lake 

Cemetery with her husband.  Their daughters, both born 

in Michigan, were Mary, born about  1854, and Jennie, 

born around 1859.  Mary became a teacher and Jennie 

married Blair Hileman, born about 1857 in Michigan 

and a resident of Spring Lake. 

Robert Clydesdale [Clidesdell/Clydesdell]  [@1820- 

?] 

Robert and his brothers, Richard and William, arrived in 

Grand Haven in 1836 with their parents, James and Jane 

Clydesdale.  Shortly afterward the family relocated to 

Mill Point [Spring Lake]. Robert, who was born in 

Canada about 1820, was Captain of the schooner Lizzie 

Throop and Richard was Mate.  On March 25, 1872 in 

Spring Lake Robert married Ida Allison.  The daughter 

of Benjamin and Margaret Allison of Spring Lake, Ida 

was born in Michigan and lived from about 1851 to 

October 29, 1913. Edith J., the Clydesdalesô daughter, 
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married a Mr Brown.  The Clydesdales moved to 

Chicago.  [Tribune obituary, October 29, 1913.] 

William Clydesdale [Clidesdell/Clydesdell]  [@1823-

1886] 

On May 10, 1864, Spring Lake resident William 

Clydesdale married Harriet Huggard in Grand Rapids.  

William.  The son of James and Jane Clydesdale 

[Clydesdell], William was born in County Cavan, 

Ireland in 1823 [1822].  He came to the area by way of 

Canada and Oswego, New York, arriving in Grand 

Haven in 1836 with his parents and brothers, Richard 

and Robert.  By the time of his marriage William owned 

a farm in Section 12 of Crockery Township, amounting 

to approximately 60 acres.  By 1882 he had settled on 40 

acres in Section 31 of Fruitport Township in Muskegon 

County.  He was born in Ireland in 1823 [1822] and died 

in 1886.  Harriet lived from 1834 to 1915.  Both were 

buried at Spring Lake Cemetery. 

Saunders Coates  [1811- ?] 

Saunders, the son of John Reynell and Sarah Morton 

Coates, was born in Philadelphia on April 26, 1811. 

Saunders married Rebecca Harvey Bell in Yonkers, New 

York on October 23, 1845.  Rebecca, the daughter of 

Abraham and Mary Christy Bell, was born on January 

22, 1813.  Saunders became General Superintendent of 

the Port Sheldon Company, which tried to develop a 

resort community at Little Pigeon. Saunders was elected 

to the first Ottawa County Board of Commissioners in 

1838.  He left the area when the Port Sheldon Company 

failed, around 1840, but was counted in the Ottawa 

County census for that year.  Reportedly, Saunders 

returned East, and in New York City built the first gas 

works in the country. 

Josiah Cobb  [1802-1888] 

While living in Essex, Clinton County, Michigan, Josiah 

Cobb on April 22, 1863 enlisted as Private in the federal 

army.  He gave his age as 44.  On June 12 that year he 

was assigned to Company M of the 7
th
 Michigan 

Cavalry.  He was mustered out on October 3, 1863.  

According to Ottawa County death records, he was born 

in New York in April, 1802.  His wife, Charlotte, was 

born in the same state about 1809.  Their son Lyman was 

born in Michigan about 1848.  Josiah and his wife were 

still living in Essex in 1870 and 1880.  Although there is 

no evidence Josiah and Charlotte ever resided in 

Robinson Township, Josiah died in the township on May 

21, 1888 and was buried at the township cemetery.  

Possibly Josiah was living with his son, Lyman, at the 

time of his death.  He was 88 years old. 

Lyman [Lymon] Cobb  [1848-1939] 

A resident of Robinson Township, Lyman Cobb ran a 

ferry across the Grand River to Spoonville.  The dock 

was at the end of Spoonville Road [120
th
 Avenue].  Like 

many others, this ferry was operated by a crank and 

chain mechanism.  The ferry was discontinued about 

1920.  Lyman, a Michigan native, lived from August, 

1848 [1849] to 1939 and his wife, Anna E., from 

September, 1856 [1855]  to 1932.  Their 40-acre farm 

was in Section 34, near the south bank of the Grand 

River.  A daughter, Nellie M., was born in September, 

1886 and a son Charlie was born on May 14, 1898 and 

was employed at American Brass Novelty Company.  

Lyman was the son of Josiah and Charlotte Cobb.  

Lyman and Anna were buried at Spring Lake Cemetery. 

Rushton B. Cobb  [1851-1900] 

Born near Ripon, Wisconsin on July 1, 1851, Rushton 

was the son of George N. and Helen Tabor Cobb and the 

stepbrother of Anna, who married David Cline.  Rushton 

came to Muskegon County with his parents in 1869, and 

in 1887 went into the fruit packaging business with his 

brother-in-law, David Cline.  In October, 1889 the 

business moved to Spring Lake and became the Spring 

Lake Basket Factory.  It burned down on June 28, 1898.  

In 1890 Rushton took command of the steamer Fanny 

M. Rose.  The steamer was built for Rushton by the 

Grand Haven Shipbuilding Company in 1893 and made 

as many as four trips a day between Grand Haven and 

Fruitport.  On September 4, 1896, he took Vice President 

Adlai Ewing Stevenson, his wife Letitia, and their 

daughter for a ride on the Fanny Rose out to Lake 

Michigan.  The Adlai Stevensons were in Spring Lake at 

the invitation of Adlai T. Ewing, a cousin, who had a 

home on Spring Lake called ñGlenewing-on-Spring-

Lake.ò  On September 20, 1822 in Muskegon, Rushton 

married Alice Gay of Muskegon.  Alice was born in 

Eastmanville in  November, 1859.  In 1891 the Cobbs 

moved to Grand Haven.  Rushton died of consumption 

on April 20, 1900, in Florida. His father, George N., 

born in 1814, died the year before his son, on October 

18.  [Tribune obituary, April 23, 1900.] 

James J. Cobmoosa [Cobmosa/Cobmosay]  [@1838- 

?] 

James Cobmoosa married his brother Williamôs widow, 

Sophia, after Williamôs death on June 23, 1870.  Sophia 

died on December 24, 1874.  On February 11, 1876 in 

Grand Haven, James married Mary Paul.  Mary was 

born about 1860 [1840] in Michigan.  James, also a 

native of Michigan, was born about 1838.  He was a 

fisherman. 

William Cobmoosa [Cobmosa/Cobmosay]  [1830-

1870] 

On a gravestone at Kirk Park [9791 Lakeshore Drive], a 

former Boy Scout camp south of Grand Haven, appeared 

the names of William and Sophia Cobmoosa as parents 

of Ponesso, a five year old boy who was buried there in 
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1856.  William was born April 23, 1830 and drowned on 

June 23, 1870.  He was buried at Lake Forest Cemetery.  

Sophia was born on September 12, 1834, died on 

December 20, 1874, and was buried at Lake Forest 

Cemetery.  Williamôs name meant Big Walker. Chief 

Cobmoosa visited the Kirk Park area for its clay, which 

the women fashioned into pottery while the men hunted.  

While on one of these expeditions in 1856 his five-year 

old son died and was buried there.  They also had a 

daughter, Marian, who was born about 1867.  In 1864 

William and his wife bought property at Battle Point, 

along the Grand River.  According to Eleanor McNett, 

the Chief died while intoxicated, and his body was found 

in the bottom of a canoe on the shores of the Grand 

River, near Battle Point.  After his death, Sophia 

apparently married James Cobmoosa.  After Sophiaôs 

death, Marian was adopted by Joseph and Cecilia 

McSauba of Grand Haven.  William was buried at 

Pentwater. 

In his early life, Chief Cobmoosa was a sub-chief of the 

Flat River Indians in Kent County.  Franklin Everett in 

Memorials on the Grand River Valley described him this 

way:  ñHe was an old man of majestic appearance.  His 

manner of walking gave him his name, óThe Great 

Walk.ô  He had a Mormon supply of wives, no less than 

six.  He stayed behind when others went to Pentwater in 

1855.  To the last he remained an Indian, living in a 

wigwam, though rich.  He was then tastefully dressed in 

Indian style and seemed proud that he was an Indian.  

But each passing year took away his kingly bearing and 

soon Cobmosay was but a bowed and shuffling old 

man.ò 

Cornelius ñCorieò Coburn  [1878- ?] 

In the early 1900s Corie Coburn was Prosecuting 

Attorney for Ottawa County with an office in the Court 

House.  Corie was born in Ottawa County on April 15, 

1878.  In 1918 he was working as an attorney in Grand 

Rapids, but 12 years later he and his wife, Lillian, were 

residing in Highland Park, Michigan, where he was a 

real estate attorney.  He married Lillian OôHara in 

Holland on June 17, 1919.  They lived at 312 Franklin in 

Grand Haven.  Lillian was born in Michigan about 1888. 

Thomas Coffee  [@1838-1873] 

On September 25, 1873 the schooner W. W. J Whaling 

was stranded on a sandbar off Grand Haven harbor.  

Thomas Coffee lost his life when the lifeboat he was in 

capsized during an attempt to rescue the crew of the 

Whaling.  Thomas, who was 35 years old at the time, 

was buried at Lake Forest Cemetery.  Also killed in the 

wreck was Michael Whaling, the shipôs cook. 

Gustave ñGusò Cohrs  [1892-1985] 

Gus Cohrs was Athletic Director at Grand Haven High 

School for many years, leading the basketball team to 

seven championships in 11 seasons during the 1920s and 

1930s.  He joined the school syterm in 1922 and retired 

in 1958.  Gusôs wife, Hannah, was born on March 5, 

1891 and died of a ñruptured abdominal aortaò on June 

4, 1977.  Gus, who was born on November 27, 1892, 

died of pneumonia on August 15, 1985 and was buried 

at Lake Forest Cemetery.  They lived at 535 Waverly. 

William M. Colby  [ 1837- ?] 

William Colby, a resident of Spring Lake, organized a 

group of 12 to 15 people to start a Methodist Episcopal 

Church.  William was a church Elder and its first Pastor.  

He was born in 1837 in New York.  By 1880 he and his 

wife, Charlotte, had moved to Branch County, Michigan, 

where William continued as minister..  Charlotte, the 

same age as her husband, was a native of Maine.  Their 

two children, Eva, born about 1865, and Jessie, born 

about 1872, were born in Michigan. 

Andrew M. Cole  [1824-1900] 

From Wilson, New York, where he was born on October 

13, 1824 [@1830], Andrew Cole moved to Lockport, 

New York.  On October 11, 1861 in Albany he enlisted 

in Battery M of the 1
st
 New York Light Artillery.  He 

was discharged for disability on January 19, 1865.  After 

the war he moved to Battle Creek, where he went into 

the dry goods business, and then came to Grand Haven 

in 1876.  He married Mary A. Culver of Royalton, New 

York.  In 1880 they were residing on a fruit farm in 

Section 35 of Grand Haven Township.  Andrew died on 

April 9, 1900. 

Edward C. Cole  [@1832- ?] 

The Blendon Lumber Company was formed in in 1854.  

Around 1866 the business was owned  by Frederick B. 

Leonard, Thomas C. Brinsmade, and Jonathan E. 

Whipple, all of New York State.  They sold the company 

to Edward Cole in September, 1866.  The companyôs 

sawmill burned down in 1864.  Three years later, with 

Robert Haire as partner, Edward bought Frederick 

Ranneyôs sawmill on the Grand River in Nortonville, 

giving it the name Haire & Cole Company.  Haire and 

Cole also owned a mill at the foot of Division Street in 

Spring Lake.  In 1871 Edward sold his share to a Mr 

Tolford and the sawmill was given the name of its two 

principals, Haire & Tolford.  ñTolfordò may have been 

William D. Tolford of Grand Rapids.  Edward was born 

in England in 1832.  In 1870 he was residing in Blendon 

Township with William Lowing and his family.  Ten 

years later Edward was on a five-acre farm in Olive 

Township, sharing his home with a sister, Jane.  He was 

listed as a lumberman.  For seven years he employed 

Harley Bement to farm the land for him, and to haul 

ñlogs and lumber from the woods to the sawmill.ò 



115 

 

H. Cole  [? - ?] 

In 1950 H. Cole painted a large, birdôs-eye view of 

downtown Grand Haven, looking west from the corner 

of Washington and Third Streets.  Cole adapted his view 

from an etching that originally appeared in the 1876 

Atlas of Kent and Ottawa Counties.  The watercolor was 

donated to the Tri-Cities Historical Museum. 

R. J. Collins  [? - ?] 

A physician and surgeon, Collins came to Spring Lake in 

1854 and stayed at the Middlemist Hotel.  In a short time 

he had an office at Lemoyne M. S. Smithôs Drug Store, 

where he remained for two years and then was replaced 

by Dr. Abram Van Dusen of Grand Haven. 

Abraham J. Colman  [1889-1952] 

Abe Colman was born on March 27, 1889 [1891] in 

Romeo, Michigan.  He and Arthur T. Colten started the 

Kiddie Kover Company in Detroit in 1918.  The firm 

made childrenôs clothing, including such items as bib 

overalls.  Eleven years later the business was moved to 

Grand Haven and located at 702 Sixth Street.  Abraham 

married Bertha Weisblum on May 21, 1916.  Bertha was 

born in Michigan around 1898. They lived at 244 Grand 

in Grand Haven.  The Colman had two sons, Arthur, 

born about 1917, and Robrt, born about 1923.  Abe died 

on August 18, 1952.  Kiddie Kover closed in April the 

next year. 

Charles Alexander Colson  [1883-1948] 

Charles Colson was born in Grand Haven on November 

1, 1883.  After attending local schools, he was employed 

by the Story & Clark Piano Company and became 

Assistant Superintendent.  He also worked for the 

American Brass Novelty Company and the Pellegrom 

and Kinkema Furniture Store located at 204 and later at 

304 Washington.  Charles married Elsie Cairns of Grand 

Haven on August 21, 1907.  She was born in Grand 

Haven on August 21, 1878, attended local schools, 

Akeley Institute, and the University of Michigan.  She 

was a member of the Tuesday Musicale and the First 

Presbyterian Church.  The couple lived at 512 Franklin 

Street.  Charles died on July 12, 1948 and his wife 

passed away on July 31, less than three weeks later.  

Both were buried at Lake Forest Cemetery. 

Victor L. Colson  [1895-1953] 

Victor Colson was born on February 17, 1895 in 

Michigan.  Around 1917 he married Hazel, the daughter 

of Gerrit and Elizabeth Van Toll Bottje.  Victor and 

Hazel resided at 416 Clinton, next door to Gerrit and 

Elizabeth.  Hazel was born July 1, 1895 and died in 

Grand Haven in December, 1983.  Victor worked in a 

local factory and also was Captain with Company F of 

the National Guard.  He died about October 30, 1953 

and was buried at Lake Forest Cemetery, where Hazel 

also was buried. 

Arthur T. Colten [Colton]  [1891ï1937] 

Arthur Colten and Abraham J. Colman started the 

Kiddie Kover Company in Detroit in 1918.  Eleven years 

later the business moved to 702 Sixth Street in Grand 

Haven.  Arthur was born in Detroit on May 11, 1891.  

On August 5, 1917 he married Judith Ginsburg, who was 

born in Michigan about 1895.  They had four children:  

Mary, born about 1921; Tom, born about 1923; Jerry, 

born about 1926; and Richard, born about 1932.  After 

Judithôs death about 1930, Arthur married Ethel Crane 

Mills  on October 5, 1934.  Arthur and Ethel resided on 

Barber Street in Spring Lake.  Ethel had two children by 

a prior marriage:  Beverly, born about 1915, and 

Virginia, born about 1917.  Two years after his second 

marriage, Arthur died from a self-inflicted gunshot 

wound and was buried in Detroit.  Kiddie Kover closed 

in April, 1953, several months after Abraham Colmanôs 

death.  [Interview with La Mar Van Haaften, January 15, 

1999.] 

William C. Comfort  [ @1820-1862] 

A resident of Eastmanville and a minister by profession, 

William Comfort was instrumental in organizing many 

of the early Methodist Churches in the area. He was 

included in the 1850 census for Ottawa County and was 

living in Polkton Township.  In 1851 nine Allendale 

residents formed the first Methodist class with Rev. 

Comfort as Pastor. He married Cornelia A. Hopkins in 

Ottawa County on October 2, 1845, presumably his 

second wife.  Cornelia, the daughter of Benjamin and 

Catherine Lowe Hopkins, was born in New York about 

1816.  Emma Comfort, Williamôs sister, was born 

aabout 1825 and married Benjamin Hopkins of Spring 

Lake in 1851.  In 1847 William was named Postmaster 

of Eastmanville, a position he held until March 8, 1856, 

when Timothy Eastman took over for the second time.  

William was born in New York about 1820 and died in 

Hillsdale County in 1862. 

E. B. Comstock  [? - ?] 

An architect and engineer, Comstock lived in Steeleôs 

Landing [Lamont] around the mid-1850s. 

Robert J. Conant I  [1895-1944] 

By the late 1920s Robert Conant owned Conantôs 

Restaurant at 19 Washington.  The son of John and 

Maud Conant, he was born in Robinson Township on 

July 5, 1895.  Before going into the restaurant business 

he was a farmer in Robinson Township.  He died about 

September 9, 1944 and was buried at Lake Forest 

Cemetery.  Robert married Nina Rittenburgh, who was 

born in Allendale on January 24, 1893.  The family 

resided above their business until moving to 901 
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Pennoyer.  Nina, also a Michigan native, was born in 

January, 1893 and assisted her husband at the restaurant.  

Robert and Nina had at least three children:  Ethel, born 

about 1915; Lois, born about 1921; and Robert J. II, 

born about 1932.  Nina passed away on June 17, 1973 in 

Grand Haven. 

Charles Eugene Conger  [1848ï1927] 

Charles Conger learned the printerôs trade working for 

Henry S. Clubb, a newspaper publisher who started the 

Grand Haven Herald in 1869.  Charles was associated 

with the Grand Haven newspaper Venture from 1887 to 

1891.  The newspaper eventually was named the Grand 

Haven Daily Tribune.  He also was a partner with Hiram 

Potts in a printing business.  It was Potts and Conger 

Publishing that distributed the Historical and Business 

Compendium of Ottawa County in 1893.  In the late 

1890s Charles became chief clerk in charge of supplies 

for District Superintendent of the U.S. Life Saving 

Service in Grand Haven.  He applied for a Civil War 

pension, but details of his service were not found.  He 

retired from the Coast Guard in 1924, which was formed 

from the Life Saving Service in 1915.  Charles was born 

in Sheboygan, Wisconsin on October 30, 1848.  He 

arrived in this area in 1858 with his parents, David B. 

and Clarissa Conger, who settled on a fruit farm in the 

Peach Plains section of Grand Haven Township.  On 

August 22, 1875 in Grand Haven, Charles married 

Emma Louise Howe.  They lived at 321 Franklin.  

Emma was born in Indiana in November, 1847 and died 

about June 24, 1928, approximately a year after Charles 

passed away.  A daughter, Clara A., was born in Grand 

Haven on December 3, 1879 and on December 31, 1902, 

she married Murray M. Fuller in Grand Haven. 

David B. Conger I  [1814-1882] 

David Conger was born in January, 1814 in Columbia 

County, New York. About 1841 [1838/1839] he married 

Clarissa ñClaraò Decker.  Clara also was a native of 

Columbia County, where she was born on October 16, 

1818, the daughter of Peter and Hannah Snooks Decker. 

The couple moved to Greenbush, Sheboygan County, 

Wisconsin and later to Prairie du Sac in Sauk County.  

David enlisted as Captain in Company B of the 8
th
 

Wisconsin Infantry on June 1, 1861.  He resigned a year 

later on June 23.  David was educated for the law, 

visited Australia and other countries, and was Senator in 

the Wisconsin legislature for two terms prior to his move 

to the Grand Haven area in 1871.  A resident of Section 

35 of the Peach Plains area in Grand Haven Township, 

David raised peaches and other fruit on his 20-acre farm. 

He and Clarissa had least three sons and a daughter, all 

born in Wisconsin:  David II, born about 1842; Charles, 

born in 1848; Aileen, born about 1852; and Byron F., 

born about 1856.  David I died September 22, 1882 and 

was buried at Lake Forest Cemetery.  Clara died June 

14, 1890. 

Charles A. Conklin  [1895ï1918] 

Charles Conklin was born in Grand Haven in 1895, the 

son of Anna C. and Andrew Conklin.  His father, born in 

1865, died about June 14, 1932 and his mother passed 

away about March 3, 1959.  When the United States 

entered World War I in 1917, Charles happened to be in 

Ohio and went out with an Ohio National Guard unit, 

which became part of the Rainbow, or 42
nd

 Division.  

Charlesôs detachment was Machine Gun Company C of 

the 166
th
 Infantry.  He died from wounds received while 

fighting in France when the American troops went into 

action against the Germans.  Because he was the first 

soldier from Grand Haven to fall, the American Legion 

Post in Grand Haven was named in his honor.  He was 

buried at Lake Forest Cemetery.  [Tribune obituary, May 

23, 1921.] 

Oscar F. Conklin  [1837-1933] 

The town of Conklin in Chester Township was named 

for Oscar, who was born on May 6, 1837.  As an agent 

for the Grand Rapids, Grand Haven, and Muskegon 

Railway Co., Oscar bought the right-of-way from Grand 

Rapids to Muskegon that was needed for the Interurban.  

A dry goods merchant in Conklin, Oscar died in 1933.  

His wife, Esther P., was born about 1844 in 

Pennsylvania, and their daughter Grace was born in 

Michigan about 1875. 

Charles J. Connell  [1886-1975] 

Charles was born in White River, Michigan on May 19, 

1886.  His parents were Charles T. and Florence Hiler 

Connell of Grand Haven.  On December 27, 1911 in 

Grand Rapids, Charles married Dora Mable Wilsie.  The 

daughter of Tom and Madora Gardner Wilsie, Florence 

was born in Ionia in 1891 and passed away in Detroit in 

1930.  In 1900, after the death of both his parents, 

Charles resided with his grandparents, George and 

Amanda Hiler, at 835 Elliot Street.  In 1909 Charles 

worked with Hugo Thum of Grand Rapids and a summer 

resident of Spring Lake in taking natural color pictures 

using ñHummerôs autochromes.ò  The process required 

18 different chemicals.  Charles worked with Harry La 

Barge at a photography studio on Second Street in Grand 

Haven.  Toward the end of December, 1909, Charles 

purchased the studio from Harry, who moved to Grand 

Rapids because of poor health.  In March, 1910 Charles 

sold the studio to Guy S. Perkins.  He then went to 

Lafayette, Indiana, where he worked with Donald 

Angus, formerly of Grand Haven, in a large machine 

shop.  Charles died on December 27, 1975 in Muskegon.  

He and Dora were buried at Lake Forest Cemetery. 

Charles T. Connell  [1860-1894] 
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Charles, the son of Richard and Margaret Sarah Gibbs 

Connell, was born in Grand Haven in 1860.  In the 1880 

census he was classified as an engineer.  On April 6, 

1881 he married Florence Lillian Hiler, who was born on 

November 3, 1866 in Plainfield, New York.  They had 

three children:  Sadie, who was born in April, 1885; 

Charles J., who was born on May 19, 1886; and 

Frederick H., who lived from 1888 to 1923.  Lillian died 

on March 20, 1892 in Kensington, Illinois, and her 

husband died two years later on July 12 in South Haven.  

Charles died of injuries incurred when the steamer 

Myrtie M. Ross caught fire.  He was buried at Lake 

Forest Cemetery with his wife.  In 1900 Sadie and 

Charles were living at 835 Elliott Street with their 

grandparents, George and Amanda Hiler. 

Daniel O. Connell [OôConnell]  [1826-1891] 

Daniel Connell, his wife Ellen, and son John are listed in 

the 1860 census as residents of Olive Township.  By 

1864 Daniel owned a 60-acre parcel in Section 33 of 

Grand Haven Township.  By 1876 he owned at least two 

parcels in Grand Haven Township: 80 acres in Section 

23 and 180 acres in Section 33.  He was born in Ireland 

on August 14, 1826 and died on August 24, 1891.  Ellen 

also was born in Ireland. After Danielôs death, both 

pieces of land were in the name of his sisters, Abbie A. 

and Katherine [Catherine] J. Connell.  The sisters were 

born in Michigan, Abigail in April, 1862, and Katherine 

in September, 1865. The 1912 Atlas of Ottawa County 

listed Katherine Connell as owner of 200 acres in 

Section 33 of Grand Haven Township. Abigail had sole 

title to the Connell property in Section 33 in 1930. 

John O. Connell  [OôConnell]  [1822-1899] 

John Connell was born in Ireland on May 24, 1822.  By 

1864 he owned approximately 80 acres in Sections 4 and 

9 of Olive Township, along the Lake Michigan 

shoreline.  His wife, Margaret, was the daughter of 

Thomas and Mary Haley of Ireland, where she was born 

about May 25, 1833.  She died on May 29, 1873 and was 

buried at West Olive Cemetery.  When John died on 

May 16, 1899, he was buried at Spring Lake Cemetery. 

Among their children was a son, Dennis, who was just 

under 22 years of age when he died on February 26, 

1873.  He was buried at West Olive, but in 1899 his 

body and Margaretôs were moved to Spring Lake 

Cemetery to be interred with John.  Also buried there 

were William, who lived from 1860 to 1930, and 

Williamôs sister, Abigail, who was born in 1861 and 

died in 1930.  They all were buried as OôConnells.  

Connell School in Olive Township was named for this 

family. 

Mary Malone Connell [OôConnell]  [1808-1880] 

Around 1825 Mary Malone married James A. Connell 

[OôConnell] in Ireland, where he was born in 1810.  

Mary was born in December 1808, also in Ireland.  

James was a builder. The couple and their children 

immigrated to Quebec in 1842, and subsequently 

relocated to New York City.  They then moved to 

Oswego, New York, where he died in 1847, leaving his 

wife with six of their 14 children.  When Mary moved to 

Ottawa County, she married Edward McCue, who had a 

farm in Polkton Township that abutted Charles T. 

Gibbsôs property.  She died in Ottawa County on April 

9, 1880 and was buried at Spring Lake Cemetery. 

Among Jamesôs and Maryôs children were Margaret, 

who was born in County Meath, Ireland on September 

25, 1834, died in Muskegon on September 17, 1899, and 

was buried at St. Maryôs Cemetery in Muskegon; 

Richard J., who was born in County Meath on 

November 2, 1835 and married Margaret Sarah, 

daughter of Charles T. Gibbs; and Mary, who was born 

in 1847 in Canada and died in Ottawa County on March 

26, 1889.  Margaret lived in Grand Haven from 1855 to 

1885, when she moved to Muskegon.  She was married 

twice, first to James K. Fallon and then to Joseph 

Cowan. 

Richard J. Connell  [1835 -1923] 

Richard was born in County Meath, Ireland on 

November 2, 1835, the son of James and Mary Malone 

Connell [OConnell].  In December, 1855 Richard was 

First Mate on the schooner Vermont, owned by Clark B 

Albee, when it wrecked on a sand bar off Port Sheldon 

during a terrible storm.  Richard swam ashore from the 

foundering ship, was pulled from the surf by four 

Indians, assisted to safety by local resident Philip 

Dushane, and returned to rig the breeches buoy that 

allowed all 18 [17] of the crew to be saved, including 

Captain Robert Gettie. 

Captain William R. Loutit organized the first volunteer 

life-saving operation in 1871, with Captain Richard 

Connell in charge.  He remained in that position until 

1881.  One of Richardôs early lifesaving endeavors 

happened when the ship Ironsides sank in a storm off 

Grand Haven harbor on September 15, 1873, the day 

after it left Milwaukee with a load of wheat, flour, pork, 

and other items.  The newly-formed volunteer crew of 

lifesavers, led by Richard, managed to maneuver their 

lifeboats through the towering waves and save about 20 

passengers and crew.  The Captain, Harry Sweetman, 

and approximately 20 others lost their lives. 

Richardôs busiest day was November 1, 1878 when a 

series of westerly gales pushed five vessels to shore 

within sight of Grand Haven.  The most unfortunate of 

the five was the O. C. Woodruff of Cleveland, which 

went to pieces off White Lake and three of the 10 

crewmen were lost. 
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Richard was married twice, first in 1856 to Margaret 

Sarah, daughter of Charles T. Gibbs.  Margaret was born 

in Michigan on November 16, 1841 and died November 

25, 1872.  She was buried at Spring Lake Cemetery with 

three of her four children who died as infants.  The 

Connells had nine children in all, including a son 

Charles who was born in 1860.  After Margaret died, 

Richard married Julia Walsh on June 30, 1873 in 

Muskegon. The daughter of Thomas and Mary Golden 

Walsh, she was born in Pennsylvania on November 16, 

1859 and died August 9, 1922 in Milwaukee. Julia 

previously had been married to William Barnum.  

Richard and Julia had seven children.  Richardôs brother, 

Patrick J. Connell, settled in Grand Haven around 1862, 

after serving with the military in the Civil War.  Patrick, 

a building contractor, moved to Muskegon about 1870, 

but died in Tucson, Arizona on December 24, 1917.  

Richard died of pneumonia in Milwaukee on January 30, 

1923.  He was buried at Holy Cross Cemetery in 

Milwaukee with Julia. 

William M artin  Connelly  [Connolly]  [1881- ?] 

William Connelly and his wife moved to Spring Lake, 

from Chicago, where in 1910 he was an electrical 

engineer.  In Spring Lake he purchased 11 acres in the 

township.  With Chauncey Blakeslee and Samuel Falls 

William developed Long View Resort, situated between 

Pettyôs Bayou and Spring Lake.  He was an employee of 

the Ottawa County Road Commission, beginning in 

1915.  In the 1918 Directory he was listed as a 

manufacturer.  In the 1920 census he was listed as a 

truck manufacturer, and ten years later he was a real 

estate agent living in Spring Lake Village.  William was 

a delegate to the Republican National Convention in 

1920.  As a member of the Grand Haven Board of Trade, 

he helped bring Keller Tool Company to the area in 

1917.  William was born in West Virginia on January 

15, 1881.  His wife, Sonoma ñNonaò M.,, also from 

West Virginia, was two years younger than her husband. 

John Conrath  [? - ?] 

A farmer with 40 acres in Section 1 of Grand Haven 

Township, John Conrath arrived in the area in 1910.  He 

was still the owner of record in 1912. 

Louise ñLisetteò Constant  [1812-1907] and Pierre 

Constant  [? ï1828] 

Franklin Everett quoted a sketch by Rev. Ferry stating 

that the first fur trader in the area was Frenchman Pierre 

Constant, who in 1810 established a trading post for the 

British Fur Company on the south side of the Grand 

River, about two miles west of Lamont, another a short 

distance from the mouth of the Grand River, and a third 

on Muskegon Lake.  After Pierreôs death in 1828 the 

business was taken over by his oldest child, Lisette 

[Louise], who was born in Muskegon on August 15, 

1812 and who had been acting as his clerk since she was 

12.  Lisette carried on the fur trading business for six 

more years, but switched from British Fur to the 

American Fur Company, owned by John Jacob Astor 

and headquartered at Mackinac Island.  She worked at 

least for a while with Rix Robinson and is on his roster 

for 1830.  Her husband was William Lasley of 

Muskegon, who established a trading post in 1846 at the 

east end of Muskegon Lake.  Their son, Henry Lasley, 

became a prominent merchant in Muskegon County.  

After her husbandôs death, Lisette moved to Oshkosh, 

Wisconsin.  She passed away there on September 13, 

1907. Pierre and his Indian wife, Popamansaouekoue, 

had five other children. 

Jared Conner [Connor]  [? -1852] 

Jared Conner was an early settler in Robinson Township.  

He owned land abutting the Grand River in Section 32 

and gave the bayou the name it is known by today, 

Connors Bayou.  Jared sold his 240 acres in 1849 to 

William M. Ferry.  His wife, Caroline, died in Ionia 

County on July 3, 1883.  Jared passed away in Grand 

Haven in 1852.  His brother, Harrison Conner, also an 

early settler in Robinson Township, relocated to Easton 

in Ionia County.  [Ionia Daily Sentinal, July 5, 1883.] 

George W. Cook  [1824-1910] 

A prominent Unitarian Pastor in Grand Haven, George 

Cook arrived to lead his congregation in February, 1876, 

a year after the members first gathered for worship.  

George was born in 1824 and died on August 14, 1910.   

Jacob Cook  [1893-1970] 

The founder of Cookôs Hardware and Plumbing, Jacob 

Cook was born in Grand Haven on April 24, 1893.  In 

1918 he opened a grocery store at 1118 Washington 

Street, and eight years later switched to hardware and 

plumbing.  He built a new store at 1116 Washington in 

1954 with sons Ed and Al as partners.  Jacob retired in 

1955.  On May7, 1914 in Muskegon, he married Fannie 

Schoonveld, who died about March 11, 1961.  In 1961 

Jacob married Winifred De Witt Van Zantwick, who 

was widowed in 1944 when Govert Van Zantwick died.  

Jacob and Winifred lived at 1408 Sheldon Road in 

Grand Haven.  Jacob died about January 4, 1970 and 

was buried at Lake Forest Cemetery.  Winifred, who was 

born on October 25, 1893, died in Grand Haven on 

February 27, 1982.  She and Jacob were buried at Lake 

Forest Cemetery. 

John H. Cook  [1865-1922] 

A Grand Haven merchant, John H. Cook was born in 

The Netherlands in July, 1865 and came to the United 

States when he was nine.  In the 1893 Compendium John 

advertised his dry goods and grocery store on the corner 

of Washington and Seventh Streets [701 Washington], 




